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PREFATORY NOTICE. 



TuE Author of the foltowiug Narrative entered the 
Army in early life. He commenced hLi military career 
ia 1795, as a private soldier in the Northumberland 
Miiitia ; and in the followin}r year he volunteered into 
the Pompadours. In this regiment lie first faced the 
enemy, during the expedition to Holland under the 
Duke of York. On getting his discharge from the 
Pompadours, in 160*2, lie again entered the service 
as ft private ill the Rifle Brigade, to which he was at- 
tached for a period of twenty-five years. From his 
Steady conduct, and ardent love for his profession, he 
was soon advanced from ihe ranks, and, after various 
intermediate steps, was appointed Quartermaster ; a 
sitaatioD which lie held as long as he continued in the 
corps, enjoying the respect and esteem of his brother 
officers of all ranks, as U amply testified by the let- 
ters which form the Appendix to this volume. 

Though, as Quartermaster, the Author was not 
called by duty to join in battle, yet he lost no oppor- 
tunity of entering the scene of action, or of placing 
himself in a favourable situation for observing what 
H^ was passing. U is unnecessary to enumerate the ar- 
^^ duous services of the Rifle Brigade from lB02to 1815. 
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During the wliole of that period the Author 
lively engaged with his corps. 

The Narrative ia faithfully — indeed literally — 
printed from the Author's MS. as he left it at bb 
death. The critical reader may therefore detect vari- 
ous inaccuracies which, had life been spared to the 
Author, would probably have been corrected; but he 
will find much to approve, and, Iiacknoyed as Narra- 
tives of the Peninsular War have become, he will also 
find much that is new. There is no embellishment 
in the style of the Author's composition, but there is 
a quiet Defoe-like sincerity and simplicity character- 
istic of his pages, and a strain of unatfected piety, that 
is very pleasing ; and the scenes and descriptions which 
he gives, though sometimes singularly chosen, and re- 
ported quite witii a manner of his ou^n, are on the whole 
portrayed with strong graphic effect. One word, 
however, before closing, — our Author is never vulgar. 

A severe pulmonary affection compelled him to quit 
Lis corps in 1826. He retired to Corbridge, his native 
village, where he arrived on the 24th of October in 
that year, and continued there, respected and beloved, 
and constantly engaged in ucis of benevolence, till 
the period of his death, 28th May, 1830. 

AuMnicr 23, 1&32. 
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CHAPTER I. 



BInb uid P>rFnu«e— EnUn tlie Milili>— Viiluniren Iota the Liov— 
Joiiu tbe Anojrdeoinedfar Iti>llati<l— The Troops embark U Deil— 
LF Heldcr— LaiJly (.rdiH'ipUiir— Jfarcb for Sdaefu-D*- 
r Ralph AbercToiuby muI to surprUe Itoorne — 
Hmriu lumnden. 

I WAG born on the 4th of August, 17^1, in the village 
of Corbridge, in the county of Northumberland ; of parents 
who may be said to hare been among the middle ditsses, 
uiy futber being a tradesman. They gave^e such an edu- 
cation as was customary with people of their station in life ; 
VIE. muling, writing, and arithmetic. My mother banug 
s]iruDg from a pious race, was the first to implant Id my 
mind any sense of religion ; indeed, it is to the spiritual 
«eed sown in my heart by her during my youth, that I am 
iadebtedi under God, for having been brought, many years 
afterwanls, to consider my ways, and to turn to Him. 
Nevertheless, being natur^y of a sensual and wicked dis- 
position, 1, OS might be eicpected, spent a dissolute youth, 
which olten caosed great pain and uneasiness to my giHMl 
and pious mother. But I did not continue long under the 
fwternal roof; for, having from my infancy a great predi- 
lection for a military life, I embraced almost the first oppor- 
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tunity that ofiered, after I became BviSciently grown, to 
enter into the militia of my native connty. I enlisted on 
the 15th of Norember, 1798, being then little more than 
aerenteen years of age. I entered this serrice with the de- 
termination that, should I not like a eoldier's life, I would 
then, after remaining a few years in it, return home ; but, 
if I did like it, to Folunteer into the line, and make that my 
occupation for life. It will readily be believed that this 
undutiful step affected deeply my excellent parents ; for 
though my father was not lAen a religions man, he had a 
heart susceptible of the tenderest feelings ; and I really be- 
lieve that no parents ever felt more deeply the combined 
emotions of tender regret at my leaving them so young, 
and for such a purpose, and at the disgrace wliicb my way- 
ward conduct had, as they imagined, brought upon myself. 
But though evil in itself, God overruled it for good to me, 
and, I trust, to them also. 1 would here remark that the 
life of a soldier was by no means considered in my native 
village, at that time, as at all creditable ; and when I some- 
times in my boyhood nsed to exhibit symptoms of a mili- 
tary inclination, I was often taunted with the then oppro- 
brions expression, " Ay, thou likes the smell of poother," 
intimating thereby that I was likely to disgrace myself by 
going for a soldier. 

I left my family in much grief in the beginning of 1799, 
and marched with serertd other recruits to join my regi- 
ment at Chelmsford in Essex, where we arrived in about 
n month, and where I began my military career. I alwmyi 
liked a solclior*s life, consequently I did not suffer from 
many of those parts of it which are so unpleasant to thow- 
of n contrary disposition ; and, as I look pleasure in it, I 
of couree made more progress in acquiring a knowledge 
of my duty than some others who set out with me. I wa* 
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earir jiacei in the fint squad, an honour which I con- 
adefed no trifling one in those days,— but none of ns 
finished our drill ; for, in July of the Bame year, an order 
6 issued, pensittiiig such men be chose to extend their 
TiceB, to volunteer into the line, in order to recrait the 
■imj then defined for Holland. We had prerioualy marched 
from Chelmsford to Colchester, a distance of twenty-one 
miles, which march vas to me, I think, the severest I ever 
nndenrent ; for beia§; young, and totally unaccustomed to 
■ny thing like it, the weight of the musket, bayonet, ac- 
coutrements, and knapsack, appeared, towards the latter end 
of the march, to be almost intolerable ; but I kept up, sl- 
Ihoug-h excesfiirely tired. This will show bow necessary 
3 at all times to accustom troops, destined for service, to 
re in such order as they wilt be expected to do when 
tliey take the field — for, if unaccustomed to the carriage of 
the knapcack, and to frequent marches with it for exercise, 
Ihey will he utterly nnable (o perform any movement against, 
or in the fcce of an enemy, with that celerity necessary to 
nre snccass. I volonteered, tvith several of my comrades, 
into the ^tb regiment, or Pompadours, so called from their 
beings being Madame Pompadour's fevourite colour, and we 
■et off (carried in Mtiggons to accelerate onr movements) 
for Canterbury, which we reached in two days and one 
night, baring travelled without making a halt ; and there 
we joined the skeleton of our regiment, just then returned 
frnm the West Indies, wliere twice, during the war, it had 
been nearly exterminated by disease. 

In a few days ailer our arrival, aselectionwasmadethrough- 
ont the volunteers for fit sulijects for the light componj-, when, 
fortunately, both myself and William Sutherland (who had 
been in the same company with me in the militia, and who, 
from onr names and size being so nearly similar, had always 
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Stood next me in the ranks) were chosen for this, in my mind, 
bonoureble serrice. I felt not a little proud at my advance- 
ment, OB I considered it, (and as I believu the generality of 
soldiers consider it,) to be mode a light-bob. 

The regiment hod not at this time either amis, nppuint- 
menls, or clothing ; but, being in a few days sent off to 
Barham Downs, where the army for Holland was assembled 
and encamped, we soon after were supplied with the neces- 
sary equipment, and commenced without delay to drill and 
get the men in readiness for embarkation. At this time 
ihe flunk oompanies of all those regiments destined for Hol- 
land were separated from their battaUons, and formed into 
what are termed flank battalions. That in which my com- 
pany was placed consisted of eleven light companies, the 
command of which was given to Lieut.-Col. Sharpe, of the 
9th regiment, an experienced and gallant veteran, who bad 
commanded a similar battalion in the eastern dietrici, under 
the Earl of Chatham. The grenadier battalion was com- 
posed of an equal number of grenadier companies, and be- 
longed to the same regiments to which ours belonged. 
Before our arrival on Borham Downs, the first division of 
the expedition, under Sir Halph Aliercrombv, bad sailed : 
and we soon after were called out to fire a Jru de joie for 
their capture of the Dutch fleet, and their having effected a 
lauding and gained a victory near the Helder. Nothing 
could be more brilliant than our display upon this occasion 
appeared to me — we were nearly 30,000 strong, I imagine, 
tind, being formed in one extensive line, the firing of the 
feu de jait produced a fine effect. To my non-military 
readers, perhaps, it will be Decesunry to explain whnt is 
lenned 9.fru dt joi«' The usual mode is, when formed in 
lin>, for the fire to commennt by signal with the right file 
of the whole, and each of those nn their left take it up 



I 



THE DUKE OP YORK. 5 

npiiQj' in snccessioo, eo that, to & looker-on, it has tLe 8|>~ 
pearance of a wild-iire ninaing along the line ; but on this 
occasion we hdgbtened the effect, by beginning with ibe 
right of the fi\>nt muk only, and nben it had pnsseil along 
by the front, the left-hand man of the rear rank look it wp, 
and so it passed along hy the rear to the right again. It 
appeared to me, at that time, certainly the finest sight 1 had 
ever witnessed. Every heart present was elated with joy, 
And beat high to be led on to share in those glorious achieve- 
which we were then celebrating ; but, alas ! we were 
then ignorant that we were as unfit at that time to sufler the 
bails and privations of a campaign, as if we had never seen a 
cotdier ; ve were all young, and inexperienced in the highest 
degree, and our discipline, as might be natorally expected, was 
&rJromgood; for, beingan army hastily collected from every 
regiment of militia in the king<k>m, the officers of course 
ndther had that knowledge of the characters of their men, 
which is so essential, nor had the latter that confidence in 
their officers, which only a service together for some length 
uf time can engender, and which is ahsolntely necessary to 
■ecure an unreserved and active obedience to their commands. 
But the period of our embarkation fast approached ; pre- 
Tionsly to which, we were reviewed by his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of York, (who was destined to command 
us,) accompanied by several others of the Koyal Family, 
ind by General Sir Charles Grey, my countryman. I be- 
lieve they all expressed themselves highly satisfied with 
our appearance and movements, and hoped that we would 
shortly add fresh laurels to those already gained hy our 
forerunners. 

As it was expected to be a service of only a short dura- 
tion, it was determined that the men should embark in 
what is called "light marching" or "service order," that is. 
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with only about half the ueuo) complement of n 
conBequently ereiy soldier had to leave a condderahle por- 
tion of his IhiugB behind him ; nod, in order to deposit them 
safely, empty casks were, procured for each company, into 
which erery man was ordered to stow his extra things, after 
being properly packed and labelled with his name, &c. This 
rather grieved me, for I had brought with me from home as 
^ood D kit (as the soldiers term it) as any in the army. My 
dear mother had prepared me shirts fine enough for any offi- 
cGTi and abundance of them, but of those thus left I never 
saw one afterwards. During our stay in this ctunp, 1 never 
enjoyed better health or greater lightness of spirits, forget- 
ful or heedless of the deep and lasting anguish which my 
late rash step most naturally inflict upon the hearts of my 
tender and affectionate parents ; but I was no doubt stimu- 
lated to this thoughtless foi^etfulness of them, by witness- 
ing the animating scenes around roe, where all was bustle 
and high anticipation of more glorious doings. 

We marched from this camp to Deal, where we embarked 
in transports already prepared to receire us. As soon as we 
arrived we were instantly put on board, but never shall 1 
forget the effect which the sight of the sea, and such a num- 
ber of ships of various sizes and di^ecriptions, had upon me ; 
for before this I had never been near the sea, although I 
had marched from the north to the south of England. But> 
to add to all the strange things which then met my view, 
we were instantly on marching down put into a lai^ boftt 
that lay high upon the beach ; which, when filled with 
troops, they run down into the sea with astonishing rapid- 
ityi turning my stomach, as ne entered the water, com- 
pletely topsy-turvy. The effect of all this am better be 
conceived than described ; we were immediately ruwed off to, 
and put oa board our transport, which happened to be ■ 
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krig called the Zepbyr of Shields. Here also every thing 
wu qnite new to me ; but all was met and performed with 
the highest spirits, so far as sea-sickness permitted. We 
remained on board two or three days before the fleet was 
ready for eea ; but at length we sailed with a bvonrable 
breeze, and in two or three days more we made the coast of 
Holland, and soon afterwards came to anchor within the 
TexeL Every thing' being' read^ for landing, and the Hel- 
ier Wing in our possession, we disembarked there on the 
15tb of September, 1799, having been just one week on 
board. We were formed on landing near the town, and wait- 
ed till some others had disembarked, before we moved off. 
Among (hose regiments which landed, 1 rememberthe 35th 
was one. Thi3regiment,afler coming on shore, was drawn up 
dose to ut ; they had not been long landed before the men 
hegaa with their knives to cat oiF each other's hair, which 
then was worn in the shape of a club ; this was done with- 
tiDt any ordera from their officers, and appeareil to me, I 
confess, such a breach of discipline, as I could not have an- 
ticipated ; for though on the whole it was an improrement, 
as later usage has shown, yet I apprehend for a body of 
soldiers, without any permission from higher authority, to 
take upon them to break through the long-established cus- 
tom of the service, was such bd utter renunciation of all 
obedience to authority, as directly to threaten with destnic* 
tion the best interests of the army to which they belonged ; 
however, at such a time it would perhaps have been attend- 
ed with still worse consequences to bare made an example 
of the offenders, although, had stricter discipline been en- 
forced from the outset, I feel assured the army in general 
wonld hare benefited by it. 

Towards evening, ne moved forward through the town of 
Hdder, and proceeded on our route towards Schagen, and 
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Uud ibr tkt ^bt •» the raid, ud «bm Mk M «a^ tiri 
IwoMi, tiiMA tlwn were » few atngglnp oan ia Ika 
M^j>bMnbood,g««iatDthcM. lBB«kentheBigiit,u4Kin 
bnaad Bjsdf OB baHd dap ; fer the wiad aad mim*« b«M- 
ngrUAeaUrigMaatlbelittklwnliBto wkidi « few of na 
hwl cnpt. Hid I iMMgineJ it WW the dMbiap ^ the MB agaiMt 
dw bow of tbe Toa^ IndeedMxtnagwMAisiBagiBatiae, 
Uwt when I got up, I UtentOr eoaU net Mud Mcidf, mat 
baring been long enoi^ on bond to acfure lAtt k 
Umed mj •« ten l^i;' thnt u, I bad not Iwwed iba art 
of ttonilin^ alendf when the Testel beded ; lad, iDm^a m 
it may appear to a pentm wbo baa never been at icn, I 
beliere BMKt landnneD hare tfae same feelii^ far sene abort 
time after being: put on shore. We had each man been (ap- 
plied with a blanket while in camp on Barbam Downs, but 
had no proper or nntform mode of canying them ; we bad 
no great-coats, bnt made ti»e of the ))tui2:et iMaetimea aa a 
■nbatitnte in the morning, when we imned out to proceed 
on oar march. Wc certainly made k strange appeannc*. 
Some had their blxnketa tlirowu around tbem, otben bad 
them twitted np like a horse collar, and tied orer ibeir 
■huoldcn in the maaner of a plaid ; while some had tbem 
rtufied into, and others tied on to the top of their kn^- 
aack ; in abort, we appeared like any thing but rtg^itar 
troops. We moved forward as soon as we w«re formed, and 
early in the day reached Srhagen-brack, where hi« Royal 
Highness stood (o inspect as as we marched past. Near 
this place we fell in with some of the Russian regiments, 
thpy having landed nearty at the samir timf, and of which 
nation there were, I beliere, about £0,000 troops expected 
to join onr army. But if we appijojed irregular and gro- 
teaqni-, I know not well bow to describe them ; their rifle- 
men were shod with boots rery much raeemhliog thow of 
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OUT fishermen, comiog up cottsiderably higher than the 
knee ; thus rendering them, I should imagine, iacapHble of 
celerity of morement, one of the chief requisites in a rifle 
f corpa ; they also wore lui^e cocked huts and long green 
I cokts. Their grenadiers were dressed more apropos, having 
I bigb Eu^ar-loaf shaped cape, mounted nith a great deal of 
i, and projecting: forward at the top, with long coats, 
■nd gaiters reaching above the knee. Their regular infintry 
were newly similar to the grenadiers, only they wore cocked 
bats instead of caps. The regiment which we saw on this 
occasion had with it, I should think, fiill half as many foU 
I lowers as soldiere, some of whom carried ImmenselT large 
I copper kettles; others the prorisions, and others the officers' 
I baggage; in short, these were the scullions, the cooks, and, 
s it were, the beasts of burden of the regiment ; but this 
ras a had system, for it increased by one half the number of 
months to fill, and must have heen attended with the worst 
consequences when prorisions were scarce. The officers, 
I remember, carried what was formerly used in our service, 
m long sort of pole, with a head like a halberd, and called, I 
helieTe, a " spontoon." This, on passing a general at ii re- 
view, the officer twists and twirls around his head, precisely 
. U a dram-major in our service does his cane. When we 
[ bad passed his Royal Highness at the bridge, we moved for- 
ward to the (own of Schagen, and took up our quarters in 
the church. I thought this extremely odd, as I had been 
accustomeil to view so sacred an edifice with more reverence 
than to suppose tliey would quarter soldJen in it ; but we 
wero stowed in it as thick as we could well be, and made the 
best of onr quarters ; some taking the chancel, others the 
T«try, and some the body of the church ; nay, some even 
t took op their lodging in the reading-desk and pulpit. We 
b could contrire to make out the Lord's prayer in Dutch, 
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but coold not well proceed further, altbon^h tliere is much 
ailarity between that lang'uage and the Eugliah of mj 
native county. Here, for the first time, we learnt that 
our brigade was what was called the reterv^, and commanded 
hy Colonel M'Donald of the 55th regiment ; but on this 
1 and in Egypt, the reserve was not what is gene- 
rally understood by that term, for in both places it waa 
composed of some of the best troops in the expedition, and 
was generally first called into action. On this occasion, the 
reserve consisted of the 23d Welsh fusileers, the 3ath regi- 
, tlie grenadier battalion before mentioned, and our 
light battalion. 

We remained here till the Idth, when towvds GTening 
we were ordered under arms, having been previously sup- 
plied trith provisions ; and, afl;er every preliminary was 
adjusted, we set forward on our march towards the city 
of Hoome, situated on the Zuyder Zee. Of our destination, 
course, were totally ignorant, but no doubt 
the officers knew. It turned out that about 6000 troops 
had been appointed for this service, the execution of which 
was intrusted to that gallant old veteran, and hitherto bdc- 
ceseful general. Sir Ralph Abercromby. The intention 
was to make a rapid and extensive Qaak novemi^t dnring 
the night, and surprise and capture the said city, while his 
Royal Highness was to attack the enemy in Iront. We 
moved off as it hecuuie dark, but such was the state of 
the roads that it bocame the most tr^'ing and distressing 
march that I believe ever troops undertook ; the roads were 
literally knee deep in mud in most places, while every now 
and then they were rendered nearly impassable, both by the 
enemy having broken down the bridges over the innume- 
rable canals and dikes which intersect this country, and 
theae canals in many places having overflowed their hanks. 
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None bnl tboee who have experienced this or satoethiug 
similar, can form oil idea of the &ti^e attendiDg a eight 
march in such a country, where the column is lai^e. We 
inarched, I think, in sections of aboat eight file, that is. 
with eight men abreast in the front rank, and the like num- 
ber in the rear rank covering them. Conceive, then, your 
■rriring at an obstacle which the darkness of the night 
moltiplies a hundred-foM. Not more than one man will 
attempt to pass this obstacle at the same time, ond he hiis 
to grope his way; consequently all tlie other fifteen men 
must stand still, or nearly so, till he is over, before they 
each move on in turn. MuJtiply this by the 300 sections 
behind, and you will have a halt for the rear of probably an 
hour or more; standing all this while Qenrly up to the knees 
in mire; or, what is worse, as each regiment has accomptiskeJ 
the tAsk of getting over, this of course causes the others in 
the rear to be drawing up towards it by degrees, so that pro- 
bably yon are compelled to stand (or, if yon choose, you may 
lie down in the mud) for a quarter of an hour, or more per> 
bafs ; and then move on again for the space of a few hun- 
dred yanis, and then another halt ; so that could you lie down 
to enjoy a little rest, the constant cry of " forward" resound- 
n^ in your ears, just as yon begin to close your eyes, renders 
it the t&ost tiresome and trying situation that 1 know of. 
It is true, the head of the column does not suffer in an equal 
pr^ortion Kith those in the rear, or a night march in an 
enemy's country would be a dangerous operation. 

Daring this march, 1 remember, when the road was ex- 
uem«ly deep, some one on the right of ray section called 
oat that there was an excellent path a little beyond him ; 
when one poor fellow moved in that direction, but had not 
madft many steps, till souse he went into a deep canal. 
Whether the man who culled out had been actually deceived 
by the smooth surface of the water, which appeared in the 




dark like a nice level road; or whether he did it through i&w> 
chief, I know not, but the poor simpleton who followed his 
ndrice paid dearly for his curiosity, being with some difli' 
cult^ extricated from bis uncomfortable situation. I maj 
otiserve that these csjibIb or dikes skirt both sides of erery 
road in this part of Holland, and are even made use of as 
fences for the fields, there not being any hedges or iralls 
that I remember to have seen. 

About break of day we reached the city, which at once 
surrendered ; but just before daylight, I became so exce^ 
sively weary that I could not continue in the ranka any 
longer; indeed men had been dropping out for some hours 
before, so that, I suppose, when the head of the column 
reached Hoome, one half the number bad fallen out ; for 
it was beyond the powers of human nature to sustain snch 
excessive &tigue. I, with two or three others, got behind 
a house that stood by the roadside, and laid oorsidves down 
on a paved tbotpath which led from the back-door. Never 
in my life did I experience a greater luxury than this ap- 
peared to be, where something hard, and that would keep 
me out of the deep and filthy mire, could be found to rest 

I laid me down and slept as soundly as ever I did in my 
life for about an hour, which quite refreshed roe. We then 
got up and set off with all despatch to overtake the column, 
which we came up with and joinetl just as they halted after 
reaching the city. None of the troops entered the plac«,I 
believe; but my battalion being towards the rear of the co- 
lumn, was at a considerable distance fivm it. All now lay 
down to rest, and such as bad bouses near them occupied 
them ; but thoso who hod not. chose the driest ports uf the 
canal bank or road, and all were soon buried in profound 
(iteep, excepting those who were placed on guanl. 
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Tbe Rudu Alll» rairy Bergen— Allow thmudva t( 
uul iha whale Army fomd ID rMirc lo [bar for 
ini>liliig in tbe Tidnily of Old Pattcn_Thc Ru 
fom lludr nur badi to Brrgen — The Riw«bd 
joiop) — The Eiinny f«rc«d to atmndoD Egmon 
•oiTcruIrn — The Tmops advance la E^manl Binnrii — Skirmuhing 
— GcdtbI Eugagnnent — The Enemy repulied — The Forccn rcljrr 
la Zaaud Wyck — AmdMicc concluded — Return to England, 

From dajligbt we bod heard a. heavy and constant cannon- 
ade towuds our right and rear. His Rojn\ Highness, with the 
remainder of the army, aa was before intimated, had moved 
forward and attacked the main body of the enemy ; but as 1 
did not witness this action, 1 forbear to relate what I beard 
amceniing it, further than this, that the Russians who 
attacked the enemy posted in the neighbourhood of Ber^n, 
^vin^ by »ome mismanagement allowed themselves to be 
■nrpiised aft«r having carried that villag-e, the whole anny 
'Lad been obliged to retire to their former position. In cou- 
•eqneuce of this failure, I believe, we were ordered towanis 
evening to iall in, and (what appeared annoying in tbe ex- 
treme) to retrace onr weary footEteps by the same dirty road 
by which we bad advanced. Nearly the same tatiji^e and 
misery were endured aa in our advance ; but the column did 
not keep so much together as before, the men blUng out 
liy boodreds, so that the stoppages were not quite so great. 



14 



ZA&N'D WYCK. 



1 



We did not return to Schagen after our retreat, bnt m 
I'antoned in some rilla^e^ in front of that town ; and a few 
days afterwards we were moved to the right of Schagen, 
through Scbagvn-bnick, to a farm Lamlet called ZaandWyck. 

Here wc remained till the let of October; but I should 
not omit to mention, that we had, during the ioterrening 
[H>riod, several marchee, all of which were made hy night, 
nnd in which Birailar sufferings and fatigue were endured 
as in the march to Hoome. This, it may probably he re- 
inembercd, was one of the wettest autumns almost npon 
record; and in these marches we genemlly hod the fiill 
benefit of the torrents which fell in this naturally wet 
country. I have actually seen the water running out at 
the bottom of the men's trowsers like that from the gutter 
which carries the rain from the roof of a house, ^lien we 
hod not a night march, we invariably had to be at our alami 
pout an hour before daybreak, — and that being about four 
miles distant from our quarter at this time, we nerer had 
what may be called a liill night's rest. 

Military men will know that the custom of being at tiie 
alnrm post before dnyhreak is almost universal ; for, thftt 
being the usual time of attack, it behoves those who are 
apprehensive of a visit from the enemy to be on the look- 
ant, and to be prepared to receive them when they com»— 
here they remain, till, as the vulgar phrase goes, '< You cui 
see a white horse a mile off," that is, till it is clear daylight, 
■nd they have ascertained that no enemy is in the neigh< 
bonriiood : after which, if all be quiet, they retire to their 
qnaners. Our accommodations at Zaand Wyck may be said 
to have been good, for our officers hul a farmhouse to lire 
in, and we had n good dry barn and other outhouses to lie 
down in ; and in which 1 enjoyeil some comfortable nights' 
lodgings. But on the Ist of Octol<er, in the afternoon, wc 
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were ordered to fall in, it having been previotuly intimated 
to U9 ttmt we might probably hsTe a brush with the enemy. 
We were, of course, all life and glee on receiWog the ia- 
farmntioTi, and the nsoal gnanlity of provisions baring been 
isHoedt and every other preparation made in the oigbl, 
we moved off by the same roaii by which we had UBuaily 
advanced to our alarm po§t. This we passed, and then en- 
tered a moat unpleasant country to march through ; it bein^ 
nearer tlie enemy, of course all bridges and other commu- 
oicatioDs had been destroyed. Aa we moved on, a little alter 
daylight we were overtaken by the 11th light dragoons, 
on which we were ordereil to open to tbc right and left lo 
I let them pass us. They seemed in high spirits, and some 
^of them cried out, as they passed us, " Go on, my lads, 
ther them well, and we'll come up and shave them." 
Sir Walter Scott mentions this saying as made use of by 
( of the cavalry at Waterloo, aa if it were at that 
new ; bnt I can assure him it is as old as 1799, if not 
mch older, for I certainly heard it used on this occasion, 
■ asd 1 know not but it muy have been said long before. The 
mvalry inclined, after passing us, to their left, while we 
■fcept down towards the sea ; and soon after, on ascending a 
linence, we got a view of the village of Old Patten, 
e discovered about 10,000 or 12,000 of our army 
nwn tip near the sea-beach. We passed them, and moved 
n the direction of a high range of a&nd-hills, which 
meed about a mile beyond the village, and which over- 
Plooked all the plun below. Here the enemy was posted, 
■od I was told that they began as soon as we were within 
re»ch to cannonade as ; but from the heads of the men in 
front, I could not perceive any appearance of such cannon- 
ade, nor do I believe that any of their shot reached us. A 
Ihlle fiirtberon, however, we met a Russian yager, or rifle- 
num, coming back and holiling out his hand, which had been 
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wonnded, and from which the blood was flowing pretty c 
piously. 

This was the Erst blood thai I bod ever seen as drawn 
in hostile conflict, ond it certainly produced a somewhat 
strange effect upon me ; it showed [ilainly that we were in 
the immediate vicinity of that enemy we had f o often talked 
altout, and n'liom we hoped to conquer ; that now the time 
had arrived which would jnfellibly prove what ever)- man, 
lioaster or not, was made of; and that it might happen that 
it was my lot to fall. Having reflected (rather cootuseitly 1 
□wn) on the passing scene before me, and oflercd up an oc- 
casional prayer to Him who alone can cover the head in the 
day ofballlei we now approached the bottom of this aanily 
eminence, when my company was ordered to unfix li«j- 
onetSi (for we had previously primed and loaded,) and dasb 
on at <loubIe quick time till we came in contact with the 
enemy. No time was lefV for reflection now, the tmmedi«t« 
duty we had to perform occupied all our attention fidljr ; we 
soon got into a smart Are from the enemy's riflemen, which 
we found was the only description of troops, except a few 
artillery, that we had to contend with, their main bodies of 
heavy infantry being on the right and left of this sandy 
rwige, which in some places was about a mile in breadth, in 
others more or less. 

After the fight had fairly commenced, we kept hot litU» 
order, owing partly to the want of discipline and espericncv 
in our people, and partly to the nature of the ground, »hicb 
was rugged and uneven in the extreme, being one continued ■ 
rnngc of snnd>hills, with hollows more or less deep between 
lliem : and partly it may be attril•utl^d to the ardour of our 
young men, who pressed on perhaps loo rapidly. We con* 
tinned to advance, and npveronce made a n>lrognide move- 
ment, the enuiiy n^gulorly rcltring fruni height to height 
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OOT (pproaeli ; but they had greatly the adrantage over 
in point of fihooting', their bolls doing Tonth more exe- 
cotion than ours ; indeed it caanot he wondered at, for 
ey were all riflemen, trained to fire with precision, and 
med with a weapon nhich seldom foils ite object if truly 
tinted ; vhile we were (what shall I Bay) totally ignorant 
'that most essential part of o fioldier's duty. They conse- 
lently suffered little from our fire ; but we could not believe 
lb, and tried to persoade ourselrea tbey had either buried 
leir dead in the sand before we came up to them, or carried 
lem off as they retreated ; hut experience has since taught 
B to know that we then must hare done them little barm. 
About the middle of the day, as I and a young man of the 
one of Thomaa Bambroiigh (a countryman of my own, 
id who had volunteered with me,) were moving on in com- 
ny, in passing through one of the valleye to an opposite 
igbt, we were assailed by a little valley from a group of 
e enemy which we discovered on a hill in front of ue ; one 
'which ahote took effect in poor Bamhrough's thigh just 
lOnt the ham ; he instantly fell, and roared out mo«t pi- 
otwly : I laid down my musket and endeavoured to hoist 
m on my back, in order to take hira out of the fire, which 
ny now poured in withont intermission ; but in this I 
Bed, for be was so completely disabled by the wound, as 
B be rendered totally helpless, and it was so extremely 
pviniul that he could not bear the least movement. 

I felt constrained to leave him, although I 'hd so with re- 
Inctwice, telling him that I would push on to the height we 
had first in view, to which 1 then perceived Rome more of 
our men had advanced, and would drive the enemy from 
their position ; of course all this was not literally told hira, 
but something to that effect was said ; and I found that the 
I left him they ceased to fire on him ; and, as I pro- 
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d'worics. plied us pretty plenteouely with sbeMs fiom 
W their howitzers, (their gwaa they could not elevate sufii- 
aidy to reach ne,) but from uhich we suffered very little ; 
W Sot oar people being- much extended, and the sand being' 
L'deep, the bursting of the shells was attended with very little 
I Buechief. lodeed, for a long lime, I did not know what 
I lliey were j for, having several times heard a loud explosion 
i pretty near, I actually looked round to see the gun, which I - 
I iniagiiied bad Sred, but could perceive nothing but a cloud 
I of smoke nsing &om the spot, and the small bushes and 
I berbs about it on fire. I thought it strange, and it was not till 
18 several timeErepeated,thatwedi!jcovere<lwhat it really 
I was, for my comrades were equally ignorant with myself. 

At length, towards the dose of the afternoon, a loud and 

Ibeavy fire of musketry broke out on our right, which con- 

I tinned for a considerable time, and then ceased. This was 

I oar heavy in&ntry, who had advanced by the sea-shore, and 

iw approached the village of Egmont-op-Zee, 

(trhere the enemy mode a most determined stand, but at last 

were driven back with great slaughter, and our people took 

ID of the town. From this place the battle derives 

. A little after dark, the enemy abandoned Bergen 

o that we ceased any longer to be annoyed by their 

|ildieU«, which they continued to throw while they held pos- 

■Mssion of the place. But a short while before they retired, 

LS thrown, which pitched just close over my company, 

B(fbr we bad then been collected, and were formed in close 

rder immediately above the town,) and where Colonel 

' Sharpe and another officer were walking ; it lay for a second 

or two hissing and burning, and might be expected every 

moment to explotle. Their road lay close past it ; the 

veteran however took no notice of it, but continue<l his 

walk and conversation the same as if nothing had occurred. 
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and without going an iocli out of his wa;'. It bnrst with 
a tremendouB report, but fortunately without doing either 
of them the least injury. I confess I thought it mther /oJ 
bravt; for it appeared to me that he might hare walked a 
little farther from it, or stopped for a moment or two with- 
out any imputation on his courage; but people do not all 
nee things exactly alike. 

Our loss in this action was but trilling, considering tile 
extent of the operations. We had in my company only 
about fourteen or fifteen men killed and wounded; among 
the latter were my two countrymen, Bambrough, as before 
noticed, and Sutherland. One man of our company, I was 
told, in charging a fieldpiece, was struck down by the wind 
of the ball, and which, although it did not touch Mm, 
brought blood trom his mouth, nose, and ears ; he never 
after thoroughly recovered the efiects of it. I do not re- 
member ever to have felt more fatigued than I did alter this 
day's work. We had marched before commencing the 
action, I should think, twelve miles or more. We had been 
kept upon the run the greater part of the day, and had fought 
over nearly as much more ground, through loose sand, some* 
times nearly up to the middle of the leg, and over ground 
BO extremely uneven, that a few miles of leistirely walking 
on such, would be mure than I should be able to accomplish 
now ; and we had been nearly all the day deprived of every 
sort of liijuid, for our canteens were soon emptied of what 
little they contained in the morning, and having myself 
fired nearly 150 roundsof ammunition, the powder of which, 
in biting off the ends of the cartridges, hod nearly choked 
me. What would I not have given for a good drink? I 
felt completely exhausted, and laid me down with the others 
with great good-will on the lop of one of the sand-hills. 
But the night proved extremely wet, so that every one of 




OS was very soon ob completely soaked as if be bad been 
dragged throngh a river; and, to crown my misfortnneB, 
I traa withoat a blanket. Here I must confese my folly, 
tbot othere Bimilarly situated may profit by my expe* 
rience. Soon after the commencement of the action a ni- 
moar was spread alon^ the line of skirmishers, that the 
Duke, seeing' the rery arduous duty we had to perform, had 
taiA, " Never mind, ray lads, if your knapsacks are any en- 
cumbrtnce to you, and impede your nrnning, throw tbeni 
off, and I will lake care you shall be furnished with others." 
No sooner did this silly report reach my ears, than I, with 
nany others, equally simple, believed it, without taking 
time to consider that if even it were true, a knapsack and 
K blanket, (for they were together,) to be useful should be 
Kt hand when wanted. But, simpleton like, away went 
knapsack and blanket, and I felt greatly relieved in getting 
rid of such a burden, and now poshed on atler the enemy 
with increased vigour, trying at the same tijne to persuade 
myself the report was true ; although I own I occasionally 
had my doubts on the subject. But night came on, as 1 have 
Mid, and such a one as I have seldom seen for wet, and then 
I plainly perceived that I had played the young soldier. 

An officer of onn of the name of Lacy, who had formerly 
been the captain of the Northumberland light company, and 
who volunteered with us, offered any roan half a guinea for 
the use of a blanket for that night only, but without being 
able to obtain one: this will give some idea of the kind of 
night it was. I bad nothing for it, but just to put the cock 
of my musket between my knees, to keep it as dry as pos- 
Mble, and lay myself down as I was. I endeavoured to get 
as close as I could to one who had a blanket, and lay down 
with my head at his feet, which he hod covered up very 
comfortably with bis blanket. The rain pelted so heavily and 
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so incessanUj on my fuse, that I Tenlnred sAer a whil* to 
pnll a little comer of this n»a's blanket ju£t to cover my 
cbeek from the pitiless storm, uid in this situation Enatched 
» comfortable nap ; but he awakening in the night, and find* 
iag that I had made free with the comer of his blanket, 
rudely pulled it from olf my lace, and rolled it round hii 
feet again. 

I was &iD to lie still and let it pelt away, and even in 
this exposed eitnation [ got some sleep, so completely were 
the powers of nature exhausted by btigue. At length mom- 
itig arose and showed ns to ourselves, and soch a group of 
sweeps we had seldom seen. Our clothing Kas Uterally all 
filth and dirt ; our arms the colour of our coats with rust ; 
and onr laces as black as if we had come out of a coal-pit. 
In biting off the ends of the cartridges, there arc generally 
a few grains of powder lefl sticking on the lips and about 
the mouth ; these, accumulated as they must hare been by 
the great quantity of ammunition each of ns had fired, and 
with the profuse perspiration we were in during the heat of 
the day, added to the wet which fell upon us during the 
night, liad caused the jioirder to run all orer our ittces : so 
that in the morning we cut the most ludicrous figure ima- 
ginable. Ilowerer we immediately set ^>ont getting our arms 
again in trim, for though the enemy had left us masters of 
tlie field of Bclion, they were not f^r distant from ns. We 
soon got our firelocks again in fighting order ; that is, they 
would go off, though the brightness, on which a clean sol- 
dier piques himself, was gone past recovery at this time. I 
now felt nther sore &om firing my piece so oflen ; the re- 
coil against my shoolder and breast hail blackened them, 
and rendervd them rather painful, and the middle finger of 
my right band wag completely blackened and swoln from 
The xame cause. 
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At this time it was rpporteil tbaC a sod acciilent htuf oc- 
curred in our battalioD ; a solditrr of one of our compsDiee, in 
llMning his mueket, hod by some awkwardness allowed it 
■to go off) uid an officer being immediately in front of where 
.be WOE standing, the bait had taken effect upon him, and 
I killed hitn on the spot. 

After getting ourselves brushed up a little, the whole bat- 
talion was brought together, and moved to the riglit into 
the town of Egmont-op-Zee, where the guards and some 
other regiments had been since the evening before, after 
beating (he enemy out of it, as 1 before mentioned. We 
remained here fur that day, during which Alkmaar surren' 
dered, and then advanced to the village of Egmont Binnen, 
or Egmont •op' Hoof, I am not certain which it is called, a 
lew miles in front, and close by the sea. 

I omitted to mention, that our fight of the Sd took place 
' over Ihe ground from which Lord Duncan's victory derived 
ite name, ■.«. Campenlown. This bctulland, I fancy, we must 
hare passed during that day's operations — But to return. 
We remained in Egmont Binnen till the morning of the 
6th. when my battalion whs ordered to ioll in and march 
towards the outposts, a few miles in front, in order, as we 
. nnderstnod, to relieve our grenadier battalion, which had 
been oat since the day before. We advanced by the sea- 
shore, hut had not gone Jar before we saw and heard un- 
equivocal signs that we should have Gomething more than 
ontpo«t duty to perform ; the fact is, the enemy was ra- 
pidly advancing, their force in front having been greatly 
augmented by reinforcements; but when abont two miles 
knm (he vitlage, we mel a soldier of the lllb light dragoons 
bringing in a French officer, whom be had taken prisoner. 
He l*longed to the chasseurs-.Vcheval, a sort of mounted 
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light troops, who can act either ns infantry or caTatry, 4s 
occasion may require. When we met them, and while they 
stood talking for a moment, I could not help thinking it 
would have made & fine euhject for a painting ; ibr the 
officer was roost euperhly dressed in dark green, with » rich- 
ly embroidered pouch-belt over his shoulder, and with a deep 
cut BcroBS his cheek, from whidk the blood was streaming 
orer an extremely handsome ftce ; indeed he was altogether 
a most interesting figure, and, contrasted with the ruugh 
features and haughty bearing of the proud trooper who had 
taken him, produced a fine effect. The fellow gave his 
hor«e a slap over the dank with the flat of his sword, and 
sot off with his prisoner, crying out, that there were plenty 
more of them to take, and that he would soon return and 
bring in another. 

As we ailvnnced, we could plainly perceive the enemy 
in front, skirmishing with our grenadiers, and we also saw 
llial they possessed a pretty strong body of cavalrj' — a 
xpoi'ies uf troops we had not encountered on the 2d. We 
could distinctly perfeiTs the ravalry wading into the sea as 
tu u ihair horees could go, in order, m we imagined, to see 
past the point of a projecting sand-hill, which obstmcted 
tbair vi«w of the beach beyond it: hut when they perceived 
tiwt th« fore* which was advancing against them was not 
gjMt, lb»y altaokwt oor grenadiers with increased vivacity, 
and we toon after came in contact with them, for they were 
adrancinf; with a* ^■•1 rapidity as if no force was in iront 
III vpjHMe them. 

We Mvu) ]ierceiv«d thai they were nearly four times our 
uunil>*r«, and w«re nhltgvd to adopt such a rtiM lU ^vtrrt 
Bi ii Avipiunlly pnictii<>d by the weaker party, but which 
bad no ellWt, I am aony to lay, on thin occsaion, — that ie. 
while one part of our fun* was skimmhiag, the remainder 
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ir, Bud letting the men's 
if standing in columns of 
tray to believe that each 
IS nf that force ; but do, 
call the French) was not 



got 1>e}und sand-hills a little in 
heads juBt show over their tope, 
battalions, tried to induce the i 
separate l>o<ly which apppeored 
Jobany (as the soldiers sometin 

M> easily gulled, for thoy hod previously ascertained pretty 
Mcurotely the strength of our force in front of them, by the 
operation of the cavalry before mentioned. They therefore 
pressed on ns w-ith the most desperate fury, and in over- 
whelming' nnmliers. 

We maintained the action as well as onr limited means 
permitted, and for a while kept tolerable order ; but as the 
fight became hotter, and the disparity of force more appa- 
reat, I r^ret to eay, our young troops fell into consider- 
■ble disorder and confusion. This giving the enemy greater 
eonfidence, of conrse be availed himself of it, and attacked 
U with redonbled impeCnosity ; and, I lament to say, oar 
fitmayed and disheartened yonng soldiers fell from one de- 
gree of confusion to another, till nt length all order seemed 
entirely lost amongst as ; and what was at first a rather re- 
pilar relreat, became at last a disorderly flight ; for wber* 
rer an attempt was made to check the ardour of the ene- 
ly, the immense inequality of force they possessed soon 
xnpletely overthrew the few that stood ; and many were 
tke brave fellows, both ofScers and men, who fell in this 
noeqnal contest, without their having the shghtest chance 
of snccessfhlly opposing our impetnous foe. 

The flight now became more like a race than any thing 
eW, and I imagine they drove us not less than three or 
four miles without giving us time to breathe ; but when 
we bed reocfaed within about a mile of the village we had 
left in the morning, we perceived some regiments advancing 
i|o our fiucconr ; among them was the 23d, which advanced 



:gmont bisnen. 



t 



lighted u 
Russiane 



d showed 80 good and steady a front as quite de- 

We could also peneire to oxir left, that the 

lad become engaged with tbe force in front of 



tbein, and were holding it at imy ; indeed by this time the 
action lifl*! extendcil considerably into the country, and 
Bome others of the British troops, I imderstand, were soon 
engnged. 

On the coming up of the reinforcement, the 23d in par- 
ticular, our sli-aggling and broken troops, which bad been 
go wofully beaten, now united, and agnin odvanceil upon 
tbe enemy ; and when the 23d had given them a volley or 
two, the Frerirb gnye way and retreated with as great pre- 
cipitation as tliey hail advanced. In short the tables were 
turned upon them, and tlie pursuit of them now was equally 
rapid with our retreat before them a short while previously; 
and before the action ceased, we hud driven them consider- 
ably lieyoud where wa entonntered them in the morning. 
Night scarcely put an end to the action, for the tiring con- 
tinued long after dark, each party being directed by the fire 
from the arms of their opponents ; the unwillingness to de- 
sist on our part, 1 attribute to a desire of revenge for the 
disgrace they had indicted on us in the morning. Toward* 
the evening it came on exceedingly wet. 

Nothing could surpass the steadiness and fine appeortnce 
of the 23d, on entering into action; but they were all old 
soldiers, while our two battalions were composed altogether, 
I may say, of rolunle«rs from the militia, who bad as little 
idea of service in the field, as if newly taken from the plungh. 
I would just remark here, that from what I have witnessed 
upon different occasions, 1 should never be inclined to put 
very much conRdence in raw troops of whatever nation, or 
of what stuff soever they may be composed, for it is certain, 
that without being nl all deficient in point of courage, they 
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uve not that conJiJciice in tlieir own powers whicb soldie™ 

Iiu are inureil to service po^aess ; and if hastily or botlf 

t apoR, wliile without the aid and example of others more 

^■xperieDced than themselves, it is many chances to one I 

■iAiok that they will gire way. So it was od this occasion. 

VothJng could exceed the materials of which these two bat- 

mposed, huti they bad the advantage of a 

R little more experience ; and no troops could fight better than 

I they did, after gaining' the support and countenance of the 

I oU Foments which were sent to reinforce them. 

fiat I confess with shame, we showed a great want of 

ftserre in the early part of the day, although to any troops 

e occasion mast hare been one of serere trial. 'When tbe 

treat bad degenerated into a fligbt, and every one seemed 

intent only on making the best of his way to tbe rear, I, 

KVith some others who were among the hilb, imagiat.'d we 

K«oald get on faster if we took to the sea-beach, which, al- 

■ tilongh it also was composed of deep sand, yet was level, 

i could not be so very futiguing us climbing the innume- 

Ue hilU over which we had to retreat. Away we accord- 

y set for the beach ; but we had forgotten to calculate 

it if the beach would facilitate our retreat, it also would 

e enemy's advance. This we Eoun discovered, for we had 

rcely descended from tbe hills when we found ourselvei 

t surrounded by the enemy ; and it was not without 

Ae utmost exertion in our power that we were enabled to 

effect our escape, the balls Bying thicker about us during 

onr (hort stay hero than they hail done all the day before. 

My haversack was a great encumbrance to me on this occa- 

nOD, for, having lost my knapsack as before related, I was 

oUiged to stuff every thing I possessed into this inconvenient 

beg ; which, hanging so low as to knock against my thighs, 

gmtly impeded my progress to tbe rear, and had nigh got 

me lodged in a French prison. 
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A girl, who tad followed a gTWi»«liCT l>elonginp to my 
regimcDt when be volunteered oat of the mibtim, Bccom- 
jiaiiied her protector dnring the wbole of this ^J* 
DjMTBtionB, ami shored equally with him ereiy danger and 
latignc to which he wTu exposed, and no argrnment could 
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her to leave him till the whole bnsiDess i 



.e b&tt&Uon to which her sweetbearl belong^ 
wa* sent to the rear at night. I am not certain whether 
it was his Roj-al Highness's intention to have fought this 
If, or whether the action was brought on fortnitouiJy : 
it certainly, although we began the fight un<ler vrjy un- 
ruble circumstances, and things looked rather awbwaril 
e part of the day, no nnay ever got a more cmnplele 
drubbing than the French did before the business tenainateiL 
I have since learnt that the action became general alon^ 
the whole line towards the clo^e of the day. Tlius ended 
the last affair between the British and French troops daring 
thst unfortunate expedition. 

The next day we iell back upon Egmont Dionen, leaviiig 
Huiliciently strong outposts lo occupy the ground we had 
Itiken, and this day I was fortunate enough to pick np the 
shell of an artilleryman's knapsack who had been killed in 
one of the lute lights; but for necessaries 1 was totally 
dertitute, and began soon nfler to feel the effects of my fbUy 
in throwing away my own. A Uttle before midnight «f 
the evening of the 7th, we were again ordered under anas 
with all dispatch and without noise, and hod no doabt it 
was for the purpose of advancing as before, so as (o rMch 
the enemy's line by daylight next morning. How gr»t 
then WM our surprise and ditmppointment, when we lomecl 
(lur faces tuwanls the rear, and filed out of th« village by 
the road leading towards our obi quarters I \\'e moved nn 
in silence till wo reached Egmont -op-Zee, where the dashes 
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I from a large coal Are erected hy way of lighthouse, sheJ a 
I neluclioly gleam over our columnB a^ we passed beneath 
n which it was erected. Here also by the &ea lay 

■ iBnatDerable dead bodies, both of men and horses, tog-ether 
I'With broken tumbrils and other sad cmbleniB of the deraa- 

1 which a few days previously had been mode on this 
Bto7 ground ; for here it was that the heat and principal part 
I of the action of the 2d took place, when the heavy columns 
I of the opposing armies came in contact with each other. It 
1 irouU not be easy to describe our feelings as we moved 
Indly aud silently along, knowing, as we now did, that we 
e for ever abandoning all the advantages that we had 
Ihittiertogiuned, after so much toil, privations, and lossaa we 
llMd euffered ; but it was useless to repine. Our leaders 
Kaiiist know better than we could possibly do, what state the 
Barmy was in, and what likelihood remained of effecting the 
l^ect for which we came into the country ; our duty 
therefore was to obey, without questioning the propriety of 

■ •nr present movement, however unpleasant it might be to 

lar feelings. 

We passed by Old Patten, near to which the action of ths 

1 commenced, and finally returned to our old quarters at 

tod Wyck, which we reached some time next day, and 

B I found my comrade Sutherland, who had been here 

ime days ; his wound, which was through the shoulder, 

it having disabled him from making bis way thus far. He 

e mutton already cooked, of which I partook with 

A relish, for I needed refreshment much ; and af^er taking 

ft swig out of his canteen, I laid me down and slept most 

■oundly, rejoiced and thankful that I had so comfortable a 

bome to return to. 

We remained in this quarter only a day or two, and then 
oar brigade was removed towards the left of the hne. 
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wbtch, as veil as I retnemherj rested upon Koliiorn. My 
battalion occupied the village of Basingohom, to whicli we 
had retired on a funuer occasion ; 1 mean on onr retreat 
from Floornp. TLis was one of the yillages fiirthMt in 
adrance, confequentl)' it became an outpost. A night or two 
passed qnietlj, but on the seconder third niglit, a firing; 
commenced from the advanced sentries all along the Une. 
Whether the enemy had merely been making a reconnoie- 
sance, or whether they bad intended to advance in force, and 
our discovering them altered their plan, ! know not, but 
think the former the more probable ; but be as it may, it 
bad the effect of turning out our whole line of outpostSi 
which, as might he eipected, prepared to give them the 
best reception we were able. I remember on this occasion 
putting in two balls when we were ordered to load, as I wu 
determined not to spare them, for I (with all my c 
I believe) felt sore at having be«n obliged to yield up all 
the advantages we bad gnined, to an enemy itbich we 
certainty did not consider as having fairly won tbem from 
ns in action, but who were more indebted to the severitj of 
the weather, pro<lucing such disastrous consequences on oar 
young army, than to their prowess in tbe field. They 
retired, however, without giving us an opportunity of 
welcoming them in the manner we intendc<l. A f«w day* 
after this, on the 19th October, it came to my turn to be 
one of the advanced sentries. About break of day, while 
musing of many things, of home with nil its comforts, and 
contrasting it with my then rather uncomfortable situation, 
I was suddenly aroused from my reverie by the beating of 
dnims and sounding of trumpets and music, &r., all along 
the Fri'iich hue. I could not conjecture the cause of all 
tbi«, for nlibongh it is cxislomary to sound ond beat the 
rf'veille at this hour, yet nei-er Laving hconl ihi; French do 
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y M before, I CAnclnded something morw than onlinaiy hMi 

k Mirarred to cause them to do so on this occasion, utd I 

need hardly tnlonii mv retuler tbat I kept a good look-out, 

I in order tbat they should not catch as napping. In ■ 

I' ifaort while, bowey^r, the nifslery was cleared op; foran 

<Acer of ours came roond all the adrance>l entries to teQ 

, that, 09 an armistice had been concluded, we were not 

any longer to prerent the conatrf' people from passiag' and 

repassing, as kh had formerly bad orders to do. I imagine 

the festire noises which I heard arose from this arciuiutaaoe 

baring taken plw.'e, for I believe the French were tired 

CDongh of tbe bnsiuess, altbongh they had now becoan 

r else the ceMatiiMi of 

hostilities allowed them to resume their wonted ciutoa of 

beating the reveille in the morning. 

Seeing we bad failed in our attempt to wre«t tlie ronntiT 

L tma the French, and that do hope now remaiaed of onrerer 

being in a condition to effect it, the jwospect of letnniiBg 

1 once more liecame a pleading considention, and 1 

I fcQy gave way to it. ^fy comrades also now b^aa to turn 

their thoughts homev-ani, and cheerfulness once move 

beamed on countenances which for some days post bad been 

3' gloomy. But by this time the dysentery had made nd 

I nrage«amongonr yuungand inexperienced soldi«ry,fi)roD 

f • day toon after this, we could in my company master oa pa- 

e only eighteen men out of one hundred, of wfaii^ h waa 

mpoMd at the outseL This inefficiency was earned prin- 

~y by diHease, allhoogh we had certainly lost • fair pn>- 

>n in the field. It was therefore well that ourremoral 

a more favourable soil was ahont speedily to take place; 

1 wisely bud bis Royal Highn^s acted in agreeing to 

intry, the climate of which had been to ex- 

>elf prejudiual to his army. About this time also, I 
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began to have my personal trials and sufferings ; for now i 
began to feel llie fiiU effect of my folly on the 2il inst, in 
throwing' away my knapBack, fur I had not a change of any 
description, and the consequence may be easily conjectured. 
Filth and rermin now began to add poignancy to my other 
sufferings) but I bore up against them all as well as I was 
able; and I have reason t^ thank God, that the strength of 
a good cunstitution enabled me to continue my duty with- 
out yielding for one day to ibe accumulated effects of theM 
disagreeables. Soon afler this also, the good people of 
England, commiscrBting our uncomfortable situation, »eut 
out preEBnts of flannel shirts and shoes, which Etrrired most 
opportunely. I was not fortunate enough to obtain one of 
the former necessary articles, but my sergeant kindly pat 
me down for a pair of ehoes, of which I stood in great need, 
und now beg to return my best thanks to the kind friends 
who sent them, although at tbe time we expected we should 
hare to pav for tbem. In a short while after this, tbe gre- 
nadiers and light battalions were broken up, and each com- 
pany returned and joined its own proper regiment. We 
joined ours (the dCth) at a weeshaus (or poorhouse), 
situated on the great canal which connects this port of 
Holland with Alkmoer, and not far from Schagen-bruck. 
Here we were occupied for a few days in putting things tn 
the best order we could, prerious to our embarkation. 

About the 3d November we marched for the Helder, 
from whence we went on board. On our n-ay down, one 
of my comrades, who was not over scrupulous in esprMung 
his sentiments, was railing bitterly against the mismanage- 
ment (as be imagined) of the expedition, uid saying, "b* 
hoped the next time we mme to that country, should wo 
ever come agiun, that wc would leave it under more &rour- 
nblc circunistftnces." General ManneTB (to whoM brigade 
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belong-ed) was riding close behind, unknown to this 
complainer, and orerheard erery word he said. Wlien the 
soldier had fiiiiehed, the General most good-naturedly rode 
np to him, and begau to argue the matter with him. 
» Why," says he, " although we are leaving the country, it 
IB not irom the enemy having compelled us to do so bom 
his superior bravery or sucteas in the field, for we have 
fought only five actions since landing, and in four of these 
we have liecn tbe conquerors; it is owing solely to the great 
sickness and consequent ine£liciency of the army that we 
have heeo compelled to this measure." I could not hut 
admire the affuhiiity and kindness of the General, and was 
fully satisfied mjself, and eo were all who heard him, of, I 
believe, the justness of the remarks he made. We reached 
the Hel^r tbe same day, where we remained doing duty 
tDl the lOth November, on which we embarked on board 
his Majesty's ship Romney, of fii^y guns, commanded by 
Captain Lawford, (aA.erwards by Sir Home Popham.) She 
was only a small vessel of her cluss, and yet our whole regi- 
ment was put on board her; we indeed were not very strong, 
but she was crowded beyond measure, for many, nay, most 
of the troops hod not Uterally lying room, each <»mpany 
having barely the space between two guns, which, I shonid 
not more than twelve feet at the utmost, ond even 
here the sailors, whether with or without orders 1 know not, 
■liiDg their hammocks over us. I particularly remember 
this being the case, for I bad the second night, by way of 
'■ecoring room to stretch myself, lain down between decks 
■ly in the evening, and had had some little repose, when 
« sailor, whose hammock was slung rigbt over me, and 
while standing and making It, put his foot right on my 
cheek, and stood there till be hod finished. I know not 
whether he knew that it was a human bead he was treading 
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ojkf but I judged it best to be as quiet as passible; preferring 
the pain of bearing his weight on my head, rather than, bj 
moving or crying out, to incur the risk of his foot slipping, 
and peeling the skin off my face. The voyage was fortu- 
nately short, for in seven days we landed at Yarmouth, glad 
and rejoiced that this unpleasant and ill-&ted expedition 
was terminated. I know not whether my reader is old 
enough to remember the autumn of which I have been 
speaking, but to me it appeared one of the wettest and most 
uncomfortable that I ever remember; and it was here, 
while exposed to its effects, that were laid, most probably, 
the seeds of that severe pulmonic a£fection firom which I 
have since suffered so much. 
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CHAPTER in. 

Arrire in England — The Pompadoon embark for 
Kinsale — Privations in Ireland in 1800 — Peace ooodnded — Oar 
Author resolves to return home, but ultimately volonteen into ^kt 
Rifle Corps or 95th — Embarks for England, and joins his Rrghnewt 
at Suflsex — Is promoted. 

We landed at Yarmontli on the 17th Norember, and the 
next day marched to Norwich, where we remained a few 
days, and where we found the people remarkably kind and 
attentive to our comforts ; and, indeed, we now cut a most 
sorry figure, being literally nothing but rags and dirt ; it 
was certainly a sad tax on the good landlords on whom we 
were billeted, to be compelled to find us lodgings, for we 
never left the beds unoccupied by some of the uncomf<»t- 
able companions of our travels when we arose in the 
morning. I here began to find myself very unwell, for 
though I had borne up against sickness in the field, I could 
not now receive my food without feeling the most afflicting 
nausea, my stomach being completely out of order ; and it 
was no wonder, for we had been compelled for several weeks 
past to drink the brackish water of the ditches of Holland, 
no springs (that ever I saw) being there to be found, and 
the httle water in their wells, when we arrived in the 
country, being speedily exhausted. We had also been depri- 




ved of salt nearly all the lime of our eojoum in thmt com- 
trj', one of the greatest prirations that I know of. Through 
the mirsiiig of my kind Inndkdy, howover, I grtulnally re- 
gained jay appetite, and with it my health, for which I hftTe 
resBon to be truly thankful to Him who has ever dealt bo 
mercifiilly with me. 

In a few days we left Norwich on our route to Chelms- 
ford, and on our way passed through Bury St Edmunds, 
where my late regimcBt, the Northumberland militia, wm 
quartered ; they vied with each other in showing us kind 
attentions, hot our misenthle appearance put the soldierg of 
this regiment sadly out of love ivitli the regular service. 

We did not remain at Chelmsford long, but marched 
again for Horsham iu Sussex, on which occasion I for the 
first lime had a view of the metropolis, as we passed through 
it, by way of Whitechapel and London Bridge, &c. At 
Horsham we were quartered during the remainder of this 
winter. About the 10th or 12th of February 1800, we 
marched for Portsmouth, where we embarked fur In^llnd 
on the 14th. On this occasion the regiment was put on 
hoard two first-rate frigates ; the Endymion wm that on 
which the left wing went on board, but I do not recollect 
the name of the other. An ogreement was entered into be- 
tween the two captains, 1 uuderstood, to sail for fifty 
guineas, they both l>eing considered fiist reasels ; our des- 
tination was Cork : they were to alart together, and the 
first there of coursu to !« the winner. 

We sailed with a favourable breeze, and got on most 
delightftUly, having, soon after soiling, parted ham our 
antagonist, and passing, if I recollect right, inside tlie 
lales of Scilly, we in a few duys drew near our destined port. 
But on the 19th, as we were pushing on with all our might, 
having every stitch of sail set, a squall came on so suddenly, 
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that. Vfore she conld be stripped of her snperfluoiis ctoth- 
■, ahif was aclnftlly running bows under water, the sea 
entering the bo tv-ports, and making its way along between 
decks, like to wash eTery thing away before it. At this time 
the log was hove, and we were going at the (I belieye) 
■mparaJkled rate of fifteen knots an hour. But unfortunately 
(pr our captain, the vessel was completely driven out of her 
coarse, and towards evening we entered the harbour of 
Kinsale, thus losing the fifty guineas, although we were no 
doubt the better sailer. 

This was the first gale [ bad experienced, and I did not 
nlish it ; but when we entered the harbour, where the 
mter was quite smooth, the sensation I felt was most 
delightful, after baring heen buffeted most violently by 
the sea without. The next day we landed, and were billeted 
ID Kinsalc, and here I had the first view of Irishmen and 
Imb manners. I need not attempt to describe them ; for 
etmld I, so many have done it before me, that the subject 
I almost exhaosled. In u day or two after landing, we 
n&rched to Cork, where the right wing had been landed, 
and with which we of course formed a junction. 

We remained in Ireland from this time till the peace of 
1802 vas concluded, and were quartered successively in the 
towns of Cork, Kilkenny, Clonmel, Fermoy, and Kinsale ; 
Mt as there was nothing which could interest a reader that 
bccnrred lo me daring this period, I shall pass it over in 
■Unce, save mentioning the follow-ing : — In the year 1800, 
't is well known the utmost distress was experienced by the 
poor of both countries, a scarcity, the effects of the wet 
harvest of 1799, having grievously afficted all the British 
doffiiuiona. But in Ireland, the sniTerings of the poor were 
I .great, beyond the conception of an Englishman who has not 




witnessed them, and many handreda of them, I b^licTe, 
actunlly perished of want. 

But my tale relates more immediately to mr own suflier- 
iDgs and those of my comrades ; for we had then but wbkt 
was tei^ned a " black shilling a day," that is twelro pence 
Irish, an English or white shilling, or Hog, going in that 
country for thirteen pence; we had not then any beer 
money either, but had solely this black shilling- to $ub«t>t 
on- Meat at this time waa no less than lOd. per lb., of 
which each man received half a pound ; bread was 5d. per 
lb., of which we also got half a pound. This half pound of 
bread, and half pound of meat, and that not of the best, waa 
all we had to live on, and do our duty, which was not always 
of the easiest description. The remainder of our shilUng was 
taken to furnish necessaries, washing, pipeclay, &c» for I 
do not remember that we ever laid in any sort of vegetables 
for the pot. Potatoes were out of the question, for tbey 
were no less than three shillings a stone of fourteen 
pounds. 

.\ltliougli we did not absolntely suffer want, the reader trill 
perceive that we Here but sparely dieted ; the conscquenni 
was, innumerable robberies of potato fields, and gardeiu, 
&c.„ in the neighbourhood of our quarters ; and many were 
the men that got punished for this crime, but it could not 
be put a stop to, for hunger is not easily borne. Indeed, 
on one occasion, I myself was seduced, by the persuasion of 
my comrades and by the cravings of hunger, into the com< 
mission of this crime. I remember well I was on what wu 
termed the Coumissariat guard, a short distance from iba 
(own of I'ermoy, when my com]>anions, thinking it a ftivour- 
able ojiportunity for procuring something to cat, prevuled 
upon me to ari^ompuny thcin to u garden near the bridgv, 
into which we entered, and each of us returned loaded with 
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ft ftne cabbage, and nhich bfTorded us an excellent meal afteF 
oiir relief from giuinl. It is impossible to justify eucIi an act, 
bat the reader will be convinced, 1 trust, tbat sbeer hunger 
alone urgej me to tlie perpetration of this crime. Others, I 
bare no doubt, were equally ill off, who did not resort to such 
di^racofut means of patisfying their hunger, but bore it 
with patient resi^'nation. 1 believe that such was the case, 
mi take shoioe to myself for yielding either to the calls of 
nature or the solicitations of my companions, some others 
of whom were not so scrupulous. During this distresain|r 
•eaeon I sold a watch which had formerly been my fiitber's, 
•nii with which I feit extremely loath to part. I also re- 
ceired a little money from home, all, or nearly all, of which 
was espended !n procuring food. 

The heilges and fields, &c, in the ricinity, were ransacked 
in sU directions, for the purpose of procuring bmmble- 
b«rries, nettles, &-c. &c. ; in short, fur any thing that waa 
Mtable. Such was our situation during several mouths, 
white under the command of Lieut,-Col. Skinner, who, 
.dthongli an excellent officer, ba<l little idea of disposing of 
ft soldier's pay to the best advantage ; but latterly «e were 
commanded by Major Keating, who, making the comfort 
of the soldiers under his command his continaal study and 
delight, soon adopted a system which secured to us plenty 
■in comparison of our former state. He left off the meat and 
'Vread save occasionally, and procured for us plenty of oat- 
meft] and milk, by which means our wasted bodies began 
riiortly ader to resume quite another appearance. 

We were quartered at Lap's Island, in Cork, when the 
' Mws arrived of peace baring been concluded ; and as the 
'Imlk of the regiment had volunteered from the militia for 
five years, or during the war, measures were taken for dis- 
charging all those who did not re-enlist either into their own 
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or other regiments. My mind was fully made up to retnra 
home ; for although, as I said before, I never re[>eiil«d of 
having- entered the regular service, yet I knew that the 
anxiety of my dear parents for my return was ko great, that 
I hod settled it fully in my own mind to leave the army. 

Another reason operated with me partly in forming this 
resolution — I had persuaded myself that I ought to hare 
been promoted — for I judged myself fiiUy capable of con- 
ducting the duties of a non-commissioned officer, and 1 
flattered myself my conduct had been generally unexcep- 
tionable ; hut I was disappointed, for the great numbers in 
my company, who were judged both more dcscrring and 
l>etter qualified, and withul better-looking soldiers, put it 
out of the question for rae to look forirard to promotion. 

I was in this state when an officer and a party of the 
Ride corps arrived at Cork, to receive such of the men of 
the different regiments then about to be discharged, u 
chose to volunteer, for this novel, and, as some thought, 
dangerous service. I cannot account for the impnlse with 
which 1 was ni^«d on, from the moment I had seen one of 
the men, to enter this corps. Something: strange seemed 
to push me on, contrary to the full determination to retotn 
borne, which bad possessed me an hour before. I will not 
attempt to account for it, but such was the fact, I immn- 
diately, with some others of my regiment, gave in my nftme 
M a volunteer for the Rifle txirps. and was in consequence 
in ft day or two sworn into that corps, in which I bare ever 
considered it an honour to serve, and which I have reuan 
to thank b kind and overruling Providence I ever entered. 
No news of course could be so nfltictive to my dear 
parent*, aa to bear of the last rash and irretrievable step 
which I had taken. It had wellnigh broken their hearta, 
for they fully calculated on my retaming home, as I bad 
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written to tlint effect. Judge then of their Burprige and sor- 
roir, wtieu thej learnt that 1 had entereil, wlmt was deemed 
hj eome, a condemned corps, and that fur life — and that the 
West Indies would no doubt soon he my graTe. 

On my Icnving tlie 56th, the officers of my company 
expressed their regret that I should quit the regiment, and 
told me, that although the mode hitherto pursued of keeping 
all the hest-looking' meJi in the light company had kept 
many from obtaining promotion, who otberwii'e would have 
been made non-commisiiioned ufliccrs, yet that mode was no 
longer to be adhered to, and that I mi|;ht shortly expect 
to lie promoted into another company, if I would consent to 
remuu. J thanked them, and told them I had made up my 
mind, on which they each gave me a certificate as to cha- 
racter, 4c, recommending me to the officers of my new 
corp<!>, and which were of service to me afterwards. 

The sergeant who bad been sent to receive us, at once 
became my stanch friend, and employed me, as the party 
waa now become pretty strong', to act as a non-commissioned 
officer. Every thing went on i^uite smoothly, and I felt 
happy in my new corps, and in my new employment. 

We marched soon after to Waterford, and thence to Pass- 
age, and there embarked for the Isle of M'ight, and with- 
out encountering any remarkahle event arrived at Cowes on 
the 27th June, 1802 ; hero we romabed a day or two, and 
then marched for the regiment in Sussex. We found them 
H East Bourne, although Blatchington was their quarter, 
hot they hnil been Gent out of it on account of the assizes 
or election, I do not remember which, 

We immediatuly commenced our light drill, in which I 

took great delight ; but most of all I liked the shooting at 

the target. As recruits, we were first di'ilied at uhut is 

b2 
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tenned the horse, i. e. a machine to assist yonn^ ridemen 
in taldiig kim. At this I pleased wy commanding-officer so 
much the first time I trieii, that he ordered me to the front, 
aud told me to load, and fire at the target. I did, and made 
n ]iretty ^ood shot, bitting' pretty near the bull's eye ; on 
which ho mode me load again and fire, and hitting that also, 
he made me g'O on till I had fired ten rounds, all of which 
hit the target, and two of which had stnick the bull's eye. 
The distance indeed was only fifty yards, hut for a recruit, 
that is, a person iinacenstomed to ride- shooting, he called it 
a wouderfiil exhibition, and in conseqnence he goTe me 
sixpence out of bis pocket, and ordered me home. I 
thought the reward quite inadequate, so natural is it for os 
to overrate our own deservings. 

This officer (Major Wade) was one of the best shots 
himself that I have almost ever seen. I have known him, 
and a soliUer of the Dome of Smeaton, hold the target for 
foch other at the distance of 150 yards, while the otber 
tired at it, so steady and so accurate was both their shooting. 

I continued to maintain my tharacter as a good shot, 
which in a ride corps is a great recommendation, and pro* 
ceeded in acquiring a knowledge of my other duties with 
such BteodineBS as obtained the approbation of my officers. 
We soon after marched to Chatham — and while there, 
several non-commissioned officers being employed on the 
recruiting servic*, I was employed in doing the duty of one, 
having been appointed what la termed a " chosen man." 

I must record the manner of my appointment. An act* 
ing-sergeant was doing the duty of puy-sergeant of our 
company, but he took it into his head to go all wrong, 
spending the money intrusted to him for the payment of 
the men. He of course wasdeprived of the' situation ; and on 
this occasion it was, that the olScer commanding the com- 
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I pur cane lo me ooe day, and (aid to me, " Surtees, I 
t AtH he forctd to make you a choseo man." I thanked 
I, bnt conltl not belp reSecting^ on the strange mode of 
■itOEpreanng' biroself which he bod adopted. The jiict is, I 
Ktaliere) without thinking' about the opinion I must form of 

■ the compliment be tras pajing me, be hod been indeed 
\ fnt;ed to it, for be bad no one to pay the compuny besides ; 
I and B9 I was not yet dismissed from the drill, it was an un- 
Bprecedented measure. Bnt he need not have told XhaiclioU 

■ trntb on this occasion, for I should have been no worse a 
Bvon-commiGBioned officer, bad be been more complimentary ; 
vifcnt he was a plain man, and not much given to compU' 

r march hither, some of the men broke into the 
Iftte chest of the officers' mess, while the hnggage stopped 
1 Maidstone ; one man was discovered, and tried for it, 
d sentenced to receive 800 Lashes, all of which he took 
% one standing, and that witfaont evincing much sufTering ; 
Ins was the most I ever saw indtcte<I at one time. 

We marched again from Chatham in September, and on 
lie 2d of October arrived at Thomcliffe. While here, my 
mts interested Mr Beaumont, M.P. for my native coun> 
1 solicit my discbarge from the Honourable Colonel 
ny then commanding-officer, they paying the re- 
Ued sum to the government. The colonel sent for me, 
d talked with me on the subject, and ai^ed most forci- 
n favour of my remaining in the regiment, saying he 
bad intended to promote me the first vacancy ; and that be 
h^d DO doubt whatever of seeing me one day an officer. I 
own my views were not so sanguine ; but bis reasoning 
prevmiJed, and I consented to remain. Soon after, an op- 
portunity offering, I was appointed corporal on the 24th of 
the Btme month. 
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Here again I had disappointed my belored and tender 
parents^ for it was not without considerable tiooble and dit 
ficultj thej obtained the interference of Mr Beaiimoiit» and 
now I had again thrown cold water on all their endeaTOun 
to obtain my dischai^. I fear I hare much to answer tatf 
as respects my conduct towards them. Mmj God fiMrgire 



me: 
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— Wnrk of > Dutch Eui 
h FruiFc in 1803— EnrAmp- 
odcr tile cnmmnud of Gr^nfral Sir John Moure 
op. Kmemhrr, IWM— Embark for Gfrman;, 
October, leoa— Vlristltuiks at S«— Lnndal Ciuhavrn— Itlarrii lA 
Bnmrti — OutpuU aUbliahcd-^RrirnKntde iDDvemciibt, ia conne- 
quemv of tiu iMraX iiT tile Allied F<irrn at Austerliti— Tbe Allied 
Forca mcuutr CennBny- — Re-cmtKirkatioa of Ihe tronpa — The 
RUe Curpe, or^lUi, land at Varmuiilh. 

Having giTen satisfaction ag a corpora], I was shortly 
t&er appointed acting-sergeant ; and in that capacity also, 
baring pleased my otticers, I wns, ou a racancy occurring 
Cn tUo 19tb of February following, appointed sergeant, and 
given the payment of a compnny. My head was oliuoat 
turned by snch rapid promotion, and I be^n in earnest to 
contemplate the possibility of my colonel's predictions be- 
ing one day Tcrlfied, Kind Providence watched over me, 
boweTer, and kept me from being too much elated, and of 
catnmitting myself as I otherwise might hare done. In- 
deed I many times did commit things which, if strictly 
Marched into, wonld have brought censure upon me, and 
lowered the high opinion that butb myself and others enter* 
tsined of me ; but nothing that openly violated the law by 

L which I was then governed (although many of God's laws 

1 1 daily transgressed) was done by me. 

f I was at this time, although careful to secure the good 
opinion of my officers, little solicitous to please Him who 
lud alone lavished all this bounty upon me. Indeed I be- 
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ten kn, ^ y«iHee 



Ofal hov 
n of face at tbe lecdkc- 
i Bcvc]r I May He pardon 



A Aevt «U« k£B« Bj^ appandMat as sergnnt, • moBt 
■thathofy oocamacc took place m ifae Bc^fabomliood of 
o^chbCmhhcbL a hxgt DmIA Ewt f ndJMiiaii, ngtwwd 
fcdVBd ta Batana, and bll of Uoopa, in paanqg down cboa- 
ad, MirtMfc, I — te a Un d, tbeijglit at Dang M tew for one 
on tbe FiBMb ooait, and in oonsafaence itaad in toward* 
DyBtcfaoRli wall innead of Itxcpii^ ont to cea. A» aagbi 
be expected, she wa* not l<n>g in stiiking on ibe wall, ran- 
niag witli her boir <jaite close noder the road, and in an 
inctaat, almoat, went to pieces ; and althongh numben of 
people were earif at tbe spot, and some, I leliere, at tlu 
rery moment she stnick, they could render the tuifbrtonatA 
sniFerers no effectual aid, although only a few yards distanl 
from them. Ont of about 800 persons on booid, only tertn 
men were saved. Many poor fellows, I understand, attenpUd 
to swim on shore, Bome on planks, and others without aay 
Bill ; lint snch was the trcmendons swell, and the gvaeni 
dealniction of the ship so mpid, that only those seven be> 
fore mentioned succeeded ; nod they not without being aU 
more or less injured by pieces of the wreck. An odminJ, I 
uiidereloAd, wu on boHTil, and perished ; seTerol beaadfbl 
feroalo* wore al^erwards cast ashore among the dead, the 
wive* or daughter!, no doubt, of some on board ; they were 
fur tbe most part nearly naked, so that it is conjectnred 
ilioy linil JMen in bod. 

Am might hv UEpectod, tlio iUlur«meiit to plunder so va- 
luable n wreck waa not resisted by the natives of this part 
(if lhi> couti but Colonel Stewart humanely placed Strang 
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bodies of the r^imeot at different points where the trreck 
bad (Iriited, to »ecnre as much of the property as he conld 
for the Datch gorernmeot, and also to coUoct and bring in 
the nameroQS dead bodies which floated along the shore : 
all of which he had decently interred in the chnrchyard at 
TLornclifTe, and had the poor wounded survirort taken into 
hospital, where every care was taken of them. Indeed no- 
thing conld exceed the nnremitting attention which he paid 
both to the dead and living oa this moEt melancholy occa- 
sion, and for which he received, as he well merited, the 
thanks of the Dutch govemmeDt. 

About this period we had several individuals serving in 
ifae corps as soldiers, who bad been officers in the army 
Ailing the Ltte war, but who, from different causes, had 
been reduced to the necessity of enlisting as private soldiers. 
Tie first that I remember was a person of the name of 
Conway Welch, who, I understood, bad been an officer, and 
I ibmk the Adjutant of the Surrey Rangers. He got on to 
the rank of Corporal, but, being excessively wild, I believe 
he never attained a higher rank. I do not remember what 
became of biro. 

.^ The second was called Hughes ; he was, I believe, when 
lie enlisted, actually in the receipt of half-pay as a lieutenant 
. Af the line. He was a person of good conduct, and waa 
.H>on promoted to the rank of corporal, and the colonel took 
him fi>r hit own private clerk, or secretary, as be was deno- 
minated ; bnt he did not remain long in this situation, for 
he was shortly after called upon fiill pay of bis rank in the 
■nny. I believe bis case «^s a singular one. 
L The third unfortunate individoal was of the name of Tait. 
R Be bad been a captain in the Caithness Legion, hot re- 
fa dticed when the r^ment was broken up at the peace. He 
B conducted himself extremely well for some time after he 
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came into the regiment, and got on so &r as to become 
pay-sergeant of a eoxtipunj. But in tUis situation, Laving 
considerable sums at his commiuld, be liecarne iavotTed 
through his diss ijial ion, and being unuble to extricate him- 
self from his dilficultiee, he adopteJ tlie fatal resolution at 
committing suicide, and accordingly, when quartered at 
Woodbridge, he one day retired to his room, loaded his 
n£e, and blew out liis brains. 

The story of the fourth individual is a scarcely les9 me- 
lanclioly one. His name was M'Luughlan. I hod known 
him while serving in my late regiment, as he hud been an 
officer in the light company of the SStb regiment, and 
stood nest in the hgbt battalion to the company to which 
I belonged. He, shortly before our embarkation for Hol- 
land, got involved, through a gambling transaction I heard, 
and was in consequence obliged to dispose of his commis- 
sion, which, it would appear from this, he had originally pur- 
chased. But interest was made in his behalf, and be tna 
permitted to accompany his regiment to Holland in the 
capacity of a volunteer, and he accordingly assumed the fire- 
lock and bayonet in place of hia former weapon, the sirord. 
He was fortunate enough to obtain another commission 
before the return of (he troops to England, but how be be- 
came deprived of that I have been unable to learn, Bnt 
about the latter end of 1803, he enlisted as a private in my 
corps. His condart here was fnr from good, and he con* 
sequently never rose higher, for be was continually in scr^iM 
from his dissipated bubiLs ; and bvcoroing tired of the re- 
straint bud upon him by the strict discipline which oar ex- 
cellent comroanding-offic«r enforced, he one day made an 
attempt to desert and join the French at Boulogne, and was 
picked up by one of our cruisers in cndenvouring to crou 
the channel iu an open boat. Ho was brought back band- 
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tafTed, and lodged in the gnard-liouse one day wlien I hnp* 
pened to W sergeant comraunding the guard. 

As I luoked on him, I could not help reflecting on the 
Itnnge TJcissitudcg which attend some men in ttieir passage 
^trough life. Here was a person whom 1 had known only 
I few yearn before while encamped on Barhain Dontis, a gay 
■ml handfiome young officer, moving in the circle of men of 
[■Uantry and honour; and now behold him a wretched cul- 
, stretched on the wooden gruanl-hed, manacled like a 
'leton. In contrasting bis miserable situation with my own 
■O mnch happier lot, what ample catise had 1 for gratitude 
Id that kind and indnlgent Providence, which had preserved 
e from those excesses, which entailed so much misery on 
lers. He was shortly after tried by a general court-mar- 
1, and transported as a felon for life. I understand a sister 
4f his was at Thomclitfe at the time of his trial, &c., the 
wife of a brevet lieutenant-colonel in the 4th regiment. 
Vbst must she have felt I 

It will be recollected that, in 1803, war again broke out 
n this country and France, as my preceding story had 
JBlimated. The army was consequently augmented again, 
d my corps, till now called the " Rifle Corps," n-os made 
Ae 9oth. This year a camp was formed on Thomclifie, 
mder the command of that able general and excellent man 
JKr John Moore. This was termed by some the " Van- 
d of England," for here it was that the then threatened 
uon of this country by Bonaparte must most likely have 
iken place, it being immediately opposite to the grand 
p then forming at Boulogne. Daily rencontres took place 
1 our cruisers and his tar-fiimed flotilla; and on one 
I, the belief that he was sending forth his invincible 
t was M great, that our camp was struck, the troops 
med out, and received each man his sixty rounds of am- 
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the waggons and carts were all pnt ii 
requisition, and the inbabitante were fl^in^ in sU directions. 
Bui to our disappointment, I will not say whether disagree- 
able or othemise, it all ended in Emoke ; it happened to hare 
lieen some of his flotilla ninkitig a movement along the couti 
which hftd been set on by our cniisens and pretty ronghly 
handled. 

We remained in this camp till the 24lh of NoTember, I 
think, having occasionally before this period had our tents 
blown from over our heads by the autumnal gxles. The 
next year a more formidable camp was formed on the same 
ground, the force having been aiigmenteil by a. seoond linei 
composed of regiments of miUtia. This year also, like the 
fast, passed over without witnessing the long-threatened 
invasion of Old England, ulthough Bonaparte, in the pride 
of his heart and the vanity of his mind, bad begon to erect 
n monument near Boulogne, to commemorate that glurioo* 
achievement. My regiment, on the breaking up of the 
camp, marched into Hythe Barracks, where we remained 
till the month of April, m05. 

In the spring of this year another volunteering from the 
militia into regiments of the line was ordered, on which 
occasion I was selected by my commanding-officer, Lievt.- 
Coloncl Beckwith, to accompany Lieutenant Evims, of the 
regiment, down to my notive county, to receive such men 
of the militia regiments there as chose to enter the 95ll). 
On this occasion we were very successful, having obtained 
Itetween seventy and eighty men from the dilTer«nt rvgi* 
niunts in the north. It was on this occasion that I bad tlie 
first opportunity, since I became a soldier, of visiting my 
native village, and my greatly -distressed parents and fiunily. 
I need nut describe the meeting that took place bctwrrn 
us, on my fint seeing them — it will be better conceived 
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'tfisn told ;— suffice it to say, joj ukd toiTow were itrangelr 
tningled together — joy to see me once moresafe and mnini 
— but sorrow that t)ie line of life I had adopted should k> 
■oon, so very soon, call upon me to put from them agna. 
In &ct, I could only remain with them three dkjs, at the 
•nd of which, I bad orders to join mj party at Morpeth- 

With this respectable batch of volunteers we marched, 
■Del joined the re^ment at Canterbury, whither it bad been 
removed during our absence, and, on our arrival, recc»- 
Ted the thanks of oar commanding-officer for oar exntioM. 
Here, and at this time, a second battalion to the 9&th waa 
fimned, the •ergeant-majorship of which I waa in hopn of 
tfbtaiuio^ ; bat in this I was disappointed, for i 
irho was both much older than me, and bad moch m 
cUims than I could pretend to, was selected for the lita*- 
tion ; and altbongh he did not tam out so well aftennrd* 
tm was eicpected, yet these circnmstances ought to have 
IBtisfied me at the time that no injustice waa done me by 
bestowing it upon him. But such was my folly, and the 
over-high opinion 1 entertained of my own merits, that I 
could not qaietly acquiesce in this most just arrangement ; 
and foolishly imagining' myself ill-nsed, the chagrin of which 
drove me to the adoption of one of the worst expedients , 
pmaible, 1 immediately took to drinking and to the n^Iect J 
of my proper duties, thinking, like an ass aa I was, Q 
shonh) thus revenge myself for my sn^ipoMd ill-nrnge, fiw*,! 
getting that it w-as only on myself that Ibis revenge codAl 
ultimately fell. However, the mme gooil IVovidence wbtdt J 
lias mercifally and so continually watched over me, striped 1 
in to my aid in this my most dangerous situation ; for oM f 
day my captain, who had always been my friend, tent tot ' 
□le, and urged upon me the folly and the baaeneta of raj 
present conduct, and the unhappy consequence* to myself 
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that were likely to result from persisting ii 

absurd and blame-worthy. This, with my o 

an the subject, brought me at length to a better ilixpogi- 

tion of mind, and induced me once more to refiume my dutie* 

with cheer^lness and alacrity. 

I bare mentioned this circumstance, because I beliere I 
was nearer at this time to foiling into my orig-inal nothing- 
ness, than I ever have been, either before or since ; and 
1 have no doubt that many an excellent non-commiwioned 
officer and soldier have been involved in the like error, who 
have not been so fortunate as I was in escaping its coose- 

From Canterbury we marched to Braboum Lees Bar- 
racks, ill the same cotmty, where we remained till somv 
time in October, when we were called upon to embark for 
Lower Germany. During our stay at Braboum L^es, a 
circumstance occurred which called forth an exhibition of 
ns great magTianiniity, on the part of Colonel Beckwith, as 
1 almost erer remember to have witnessed : We had re- 
ceived about 200 Irish volunteers, who were wild and un- 
governable in the extreme ; a party of these, in strolling 
nliout one <lay, bad fallen in with Mrs Beckwith, with hrr 
maid and child, taking a walk along the Ashford road. Not 
knowing, I imngTiie, who the lady and her maid were, they 
Ret on and assaulted them in the most violent and outra- 
geous manner, proceeding to such lengths as perhnpc deli- 
cacy Ibrbids to mention. It was, I believe, discovered who 
they were. Accordingly, the next day, the Colonel formed 
the ImttAlioD into a square, and proceo^W to relate the cir- 
cumstance to the regiment ; " But," nnys he, ■' although I 
know who the ruffians are, I will not proceed any &rth«r 
in the business, Wcause it was rny oiro tri/e that tbi^ at- 
tacked ; but. bad it be«n the wife of the meanest soMier 
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ill the Kgiment, I solemnly declare I would hare given 
yon every lash which a court-martial mi^ht hare sentenced 
you." Such a trait of generous forbearance is not often 
met with ; but by this, and similar instances of liberal feel- 
ing, he completely gained the hemt of every soldier in Ihe 
battalion, a thing not always attainable by very excellent 
commanding-officers. 

About the latter end of October, 1805, we marched to 

Runsgaite, and there embarked, as before noticed, for Ger- 

nuuiy. It was my lot, on this occasion, to be put on board 

a unall sjid iU-shaped collier brig, called the Jane of 

Shieldft, but the master I have forgot. She was a most 

ble sailer, making on a wind almost as much lee as 

ray, and in every resjiect ill adapted for the transport 

■. We had not been many days at sea before we lost 

L tte fleet, and in our endeavours to find it again were at one 

coast of Jutland. All this time ne had been 

I, beating against a contrary n-ind ; but while here, the wind 

e &voarablc, and we appeared lo have nothing to do 

[ifcat to besr away for the mouth of the Elbe, which river it 

r destination to enter ; Ijut unfortunately, by some 

ausmanagement, we fell quite away to leeward of it, and 

^t «nt«ngled between the mainland and the Island of 

Wan^^eroog, not for from the mouth of Jade River, instead 

of the Elbe. 

While in this uncomfortable situation, it came on to blow 
I tremendous g&le, which rendere<l our position not only 
unpleasant, bat estremely perilous, for we were 
ubsyed, and the wind blowing on a lee shore, and the vessel 
me almost unman^euble, her bad sailing becoming 
ssingly more apparent the more she was put on her 
In the midst of the confusion attendant on such 
mstances, the master (with what intention I know not. 




tf kos ML He vooU Sua hara lud me 
to iMe* ^*'* ^*A 1 ^^BB^ ■<> )>« excwed. The ooiu»- 
^■^K* «i^ he haoMc fHlv Amok at the time when lU 
■ill ■ h ii liM M » «■■■■ ««n Ubetj la be called into open- 
tioa ; h*t ht pfuhaUj wv thngs clauect sAer hanng his 

My eommamii^-cAoer bcht becune quite alarmed for 
the Mletj of tfaa troe^ aciiv the mMter had incapadtated 
faimwlf, as he eoncenvd, iiir ^e mau^enieiit of the Te«sel : 
and, after a oDnmltalisn ancof oar officcis, an attempt wat 
made to d^nre him of the """-""^i and intnut it to the ' 
mat^ who had in this ease^ in order to sare as mtny of the 
traopa n posable, detennined on ninoin^ the Tvad hi^ 
and dry, as be teimed it, on the sanil; beach, near the Jade 

At thi« proposal, howerer, the master gtoraied and blu' 
phemed like a madiuaii, swearing there was Deitber soldier 
nor sailor on board the ehip bat himself. He went so ^, 
and became eo outragreous, that our command ing-officer 
talked of banging him up at the jatd-arm ; but it being a 
ticklish thing to take the command of a ship fium the per- 
son legally authorized to exerciee it, the major did not en- 
force the wishes of the officers, llie poor mate lat doirn 
nn the companion and cried like a child, partly owing to the 
abuHc the captain gare him, and partly, I imagine, from the 
hopnlmitnujui of onr situation. The captain, in bis refusal 
to yield up the command, told the major he had been sere- 
rat timn wrecked, and hod been, I know not how many 
timuii, exposed fur a considerable length of time in the 
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water; and that he was not afraid to encounter it again. 
This, hoirev-er, wa^ but poor consolation to landsmen, who 
had not been acciutomed to such duckings. 

A desperate case requires a desperate remedy — so our 
captain thought — for he instantly clapped on the vessel the 
square mainsai], which every moment threatened to carry 
away the mast, and in which case, nothing- could hare pre- 
Tented our destruction ; however, Providence so ordered it, 
that she bore it through the gale, and he, after putting her 
on the outward tack, continued to stand from the land till 
he imagined he had completely weathered Wangeroog ; but 
at midnight, when be ordered to put about the ship, had it 
not been for the cabin-boy proridenttolly seeing close to 
leeward of us the light of Wangeroog, we should instantly 
have been upon the rocks. This will show either what n 
had sailer the vessel was, or how far the master had miscal- 
culated the distance ; for he imagined himself by this time 
to he quite clear of all the land, and considerably out to sea. 
He continued, af^er this providential escape, to stand on 
on the Mme tack, and just cleared the island ; and in the 
morning, the wind having somewhat abated, and shifted a 
little in our favour, we were enabled, soon after, to lay our 

We arrived in the Elbe, and landed at Cuxhaven on the 
ISth of November, 1805, the day on which our fleet there was 
celebrating the victory of Trafelgar — clouded indeed it was 
by the death of the hero who fell while achieving it — yet 
glorious to the nation to which that fleet belonged. We, 
immediately after landing, marched for Dorum, a village 
twelve or fourteen miles distant, and from ihenco by Oster- 
holtz and Bremer Lhe to the city of Bremen. On our ar- 
rivul the^, (my battalion forming the advanced g^iard,) we 
found the gates were shut against us ; a Prussian garrison 
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receiyed an order to retrograde agiun to Del- 
he Bent foruard to the hulf-way house rofresh- 
menU of ever^ descriptiou, for both officers and men ; and 
lh« ni^ht before wn left this hosi)itabIe city, he ^ve a 
^lendid ball in honour of the officers of our corp«, to which, 
at conne, every inhabitant of a suitable rank was inritedi 
Nay. I beard, and have do reason to doubt the correctness 
sf the report, that he «-rote to the burgomaster of Bre- 
men, to which city we again retired, to endeavour, if possi- 
Ue, to have os quartered in his immediate neig-hbourhood, 
in the best put of the town, for that not only the officers, 
but the soldiers of the corps, were perfect gentli 
deed, the coodnct of the battalion at this time, under it* 
land and excellent commanding- officer, was s 
titlfl it to the highest praise. Our retreat on 
1 onder^ood, was rendered necessary, in consequence of the 
defrat of the allied forces at Austerlitz, and of the iiitol 
mination by tliat sanguinary action of the campaign in 1 
p«rt of Germany. 

Although 1 am no prophet, I predicted at this period 
what the result would be to the King of Prussia, whose 
besitating and equivocal conduct kept him aloof Irom taking 
ma actire part, when his co-operation might have been of 
tka utmost advantage to the general cause. It required no 
woond eight to perceive, that when Bonaparte could clear 
his handa of his present antagonists, he would not hesitate 
far a moment to turn hie arms against a monarch on whom 
be could not cordially rely, and whose dominions offered 
a strong temptation to an ambitious and aspiring mind 
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\'e continued to occupy Bremen till towards the begin- 
; of Pebmaty 1806, when the whole army gradually 
r down towards our place of embarkation, for the pur^ 
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pose of eTaconttDg' tht; country, our stay now having been 
rendered ueeless by the unsaccessful and unfortunate turn 
which the allied affairs had taken. My battalioD rovetvd 
the retreat of the nriny ; but as great numhere of the Ger- 
man Legion, irhich farmed part of the British force in this 
coontry, were deserting and returning to their homes, we 
were seat sway into the ioterior to endeaTour to intercept 
such of them as might pass by the villages we occupied, and 
restore them to the array. We took some, but not many ; 
and soon after we also retired, and went on board at Cux- 
haven, and again relumed to England, landing at Yamianth 
ou the 19th of the same month, 

During the whole of my military career, 1 never witoew- 
ed BO corJial an attachment to the British name and charac- 
ter, as was manifested during this service, by the good 
people among whom we had been residing. Nothing ww 
too gooil for us — and nothing was left undone by them to 
render us comfortable and happy. It is true they have their 
vices like other people ; but barring one or two peculiar to 
continental nations, I Iwlieve them to be, generally speak- 
ing, as moral as any people among whom it has been my 
lot to sojourn. But, oh I with what shame and carrow do 
1 look linck on the part I acted at this period— how profli- 
gate and abandoned was my conduct at the »ery tim« that 
a kind and gracious Providence was showering its choicert 
blessings upon me I but, alas, I paid no regard to the re- 
monstrances of conscience, which I endeavoured and »uc- 
ceeded in drowning in debauchery and intemperance. 
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QuartcrmaHti-r-ScrgBUil of thr 2d boualion, which 
he join* al Pewnham, Kent — Expeditiou to Dvamark — Embuk M 
Dtal~Und St Vfdbfrk, ZFaland—PartiiJ Enfagpnumtt— Sicft of 
CapcuhagMi— A IHvUion under Sir Arthur WellHlr; 
Kioge — Copeobuf^cn capitulatea — Amnesty betwrea the Duiiih 
Foms ia the UIbdiI uf ZfaImiiI, auil (he Bridtli— The British ctbcu- 
■tc Denmark — Embark at Capenhngen — Airiveinthc Dawm — Land 
uDcsl. 



Wb landed, as I before stated, it Yannonth, uid pro- 
ceeded 1>y way of Lowestofl to Woodbridge, in SnfFblk, i 
the barracks of which my battalion was quartered. Hew J 
tiso was the 23d regiment, that which 1 had seen act m J 
nobly in Holland : and as it was determined by its cotOr 
mandiog-oflicer to gire the regiment some idea of light 
morements, I was selected for the purpose of instrorting 
uncommissioned officers, fiat I did not long con* 
tmne to instnurt them, for in the May following, an offer 
was mode me by Colonel Beckwith of the siinution nf ner- 
Igeant-major in the Cornwall Miners, a foment of militia, 
with the prospect, he told me, of shortly becoming adjutant. 
ITiis, however, after due consideration, I declined accepting 1 
•^■referring to remain in a regineot and service which I J 
Gked go well, and in which I hoped one day to rise to somfr- ] 
thing higher than my present situation. 1 believe mj 
conduct on this occasion was approved, for not long after, 

kit was intimated to me, that the ofier I bad reiused, had 
Iwen made to the quart ermaster-sergeant of our second 
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WtalioD, &ii<l that be Iiad, after some hedtation, sccvpUd 
it, thus tearing his situation open for me. AccordJDgtj, I 
departed for the purpose of joining that battalion, and en- 
tering on my new duties. 

I joined it at Ferersbam, in Kent. My means increa- 
sing, the sinfulness of my course of life wu increwed in 
proportion. It is true, I generally performed my rarions mi- 
lit3U7 duties to the satisfaction of my superiors ; hat conld 
not Bt all times please my present commanding-oSrer. 
against whose wish and inclination I had been appointed to 
my present »ttiatioD ; he naturally wishing to hare ■ per- 
son of bis own selection. Soon after this, an expedition 
being ordered for South America, of which three cotapanic! 
of my present bottiJion were to form a part, I watted on 
bim, and requested him to permit me to accompany then 
in the capacity of acting quarter- master. He sudno: but 
if I cbose to resign my present situation, and go as a Hr- 
geant, be would permit me. This I of course declined, as 
it would have been paying a bad compliment indeed to ny 
liene^tor. Colonel Beckwiih, thus to give up for nothing 
what he had been at pains to procure for me. 

This, and some other little things which occurred abont 
the same time, jiroved to me that I was no bvoorite wilb 
my new lieutenant -colonel, and that it behored m« to b« 
rery guarded in my conduct. We were, after thia, r«ni>* 
ved to Druboum Lees again, and remained there, without 
any occurrence arising, till we were summoned to lake purl 
in the expedition titting out for Denmark. 

We occurdingly repaired to Deal, w here we emliarked on 
the 26tb of July, 1807, and shortly after sailed fur oar d««- 
liiiation. We arrired in the Sound about the lOth of An* 
gust, wbnv the whole Heet was assembled ; one of the 
torgrat I had yet seen. On the llilb, ttvtey thing baring 
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been preriouEly got ready, we lauiied at the village of Ved- 
beck, in the ifilaod of Zealund, about ten or twelve miles 
below Copenhagen. It was a most beautiliil and glorious 
sight to witness the debarkation of tbe first division, or 
■dranced guard, to which mf battalion belonged. The nio^i 
perfect arrangements had been made by Sir Home Popham, 
who saperintended the landing of the troops ; and nothing 
could exceed the beauty and regalnrity in which the dif- 
ferent diri&ions of boats approached the shore, covered hj 
•ome small brigs and bombs, which had orders to dear the 
beach by grape shot, of any enemy that might appear- 
Some light artillery ako landed with us, prepared for im- 
mediate octioD, for it was not known but the Danes might 
ittempt to oppose onr landing, they having rejected every 
overture on the part of our commanders for tbe delivery of 
their fleet. 

After landing, mine and the first battalion of my regi- 
ment were sent forward in tbe direction of Copenhagen ; 
Mid an this occasion, I for the first time saw the illustrious 
General, who has since made the world resound with his ex- 
ploits. He commanded us, who formed the advance, and 
■lirvcted our two battalions during the operations of the day. 
But we met with no force of the enemy, save a small pa- 
trol of cavalry, which passed in front of us, and then retired 
towards the city ; this showed that they were observing 
our movements. We baited for the night at a viUage call- 
ed, 1 think, Lingbye, on the great road from Copenhagen 
towards Elsineiir. We rested on our arms all night, and 
wriy it) the morning moved forward on the Copenhagen 
road, aitd about midday took up cantonments within 9 long 
gnn-sliot of the city, and began to invest the place. All 
ma quiet till about three o'clock in tbe ullernoon, when a 
^Der«l cry of turn out, set the whole of oiir people in mo- 
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tioD. A considerable body of the eDem}r wer 
ftom the (own, and by this time had attacked t 
picqaets on our lefi, towards the sea-shore ; but i 
SQMXiar being sent, they maintained their ground. 

The force opposed to the enemy was bnt small, conaisl- 
ing of tHO companies of the 4lh regiment, four of the 23d, 
and four of niy battatiifn, with two light fieldpieces ; in all 
not more than 1000 men, while the Danes were near 9000. 
Ki-vertheless, the moment the armies came in rontact> they 
instantly gare way, lenring- a considerable number of killed 
and wounded behind them, and retreated into the town. 

On this occasion, I attached myself to my commanding- 
officer, who, with the surgeon, and some others of the staff, 
adraiic^ with one of the guns on the great road, haring 
some of our companies on each flank. He gave me his glass 
to take care of, with which I soon ailer busiied myself in 
watching the motions of the enemy. 1 discovered at a short 
distance to our left and front, a considerable body of troops, 
dressed in long re<l coats, which 1 knew could not be 
British, for that description of dress had long b«eo laid 
aside by us : I accordingly began, pointing them out at an 
excellent mark for the artillery, which was then with ns ; 
but I hnd scarcely spoken, when an officer present, ctird 
out, al^cr looking, did I wish the artillery to tire on our 
awn people ? The colonel also made some severe and re- 
proachful remarks, telling me, if I would 6glit, to go and 
lake a rifle. I said nothing ; hut he had scarcely finish- 
ed hb harangue, when a nraod shot came directly from this 
body of supposed British trt>ops, which nigh carried away 
one of the leg« of the finit officer who spoke. 

The oncmy wera soon repulsed, and the troops Ritirrd 
again to their fomur cantonments. After theic troopi 
rt'treated, a body of their gun-boats adrsnced against somi; 
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of our Bmall craft which happened to be rather close in 
bhore, bnt their attack occasioned little injury, the distance 
being considerable. 

The next moruing the enemy opened a heavy and rather 
destructive fire of artillery upon our outposts, by which 
we lost ui officer of artillery and several men ; their fire 
inu chiefly directed against what was called the wind-mill 
battery, which ivas oar Jartbest advance at this time. 

On the ISth, tny battalion was moved farther to the 
■ right, and nearer the town ; there was constant tiring 
between the advanced posts of the two armies, and this 
continued for several days, during whiL'h the investment of 
the city was proceeding with, and batteries, &c. marked out 
fur the porpose of bombarding it. All kinds of ordnance 
stores were at the same time disembarked, and ^ent otf to 
the army with the utmost dispatch. In short, nothing 
could ejtceed the vigour with which the siege was now 
proaecotcd, afVer the final rejection of padtic orertures by 
the Danish general. 

On the 24th, we were ordered under arms at two o'clock 
in the morning, and immediately advanced, driving in the 
enemy 'a outposts, with the view of carrying our works 
nearer the town. In this movement we experienced con- 
■iJeruble opposition and fiulfered some loss, from their guns 
on the town walls, and from musketry from the windows. 

We this day established two strong and well adranceil 
hwterie«, and at night set fire to a wind-mill in their pos- 
Masiun, which obstructed our view of some of their works. 
During the whole of the 25tb, there was a constant fire both 
of artillery and fire-arms, by which one of the light liat- 
talionr of the German Legion soiTered rather severely. My 
bMbdion relieved them at the outposts a Uttle before dark, 
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and was fortunate enough not to lose a man, nbere tliey 
hail lost roosiderable niiinb<>rs. 

On the 2Gth, a corps or division of the army was assem- 
bled, and placed under the immediate orders of Sir Arthur 
WeResler. It consisted of the following regiments, riz. 
4^, 5!^, 92d, 95th, and Cth Battalion King's German 
Legion, with sis squadrons of German caralry, and some 
artiUery , and nns destined to advance against a bodjr of the 
enemy composed principally of militia, which had been ior 
some time past collecting in the neighbourhood of Kio^. 

At three o'clock p. m., we started from the neighbour* 
hood of Copenhagien, the troops making their way through 
the country to the left of the great road to Roskild. I had 
chai^ of tbe bag-gage, which was carried on light German 
waggons, the bodies of which are formed chiefly of wicker- 
work, and are so light and easy of draught that the natire* 
travel in tbem in tbe same manner nearly of our coMchcft^ 
they going sometimes at a considerable rate. 

I found it impracticalde to continue in the same direction 
the troops had gone, for they presently left nil traces of ■ 
roail, and struck right across the countr)' — and as I knew 
1 should be expected to have the iiaggage with them that 
night if possible, I determined to nin all haiards, and pro- 
ceed along the great high-road in hopes of afterwards being 
enabled to lind them out-*-accordingly I moved forwanl. 
and presently passed the outposts of the German ovalry 
stationed in the direction <if ftoskild : the men, I doobi 
not, wondering at my temerity in pushing on with a Efw 
baggage waggons, where they were all on the alert with 
swords drann, and with carbines and pistols loaded. I own 
it was a hazardous undertaking, for a very small parly of 
the enemy would easily have captured both me and lay 
baggage i but I knew tny commandtng-ofiicer to be sac-li a 
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pervin »s to pay little attention to eximses of any kind when 
I he wished a thing to l>e done, and withal he loved his com- 
L forts, and ivciulJ not have been easily pacified had he been 
I ^eprired of them. Fortunately, after adraniring' for some 
I miles beyond the ontposts of our army before mentioned, 
in with a road branchiDg- off towards the leftt appB- 
nntly in the very direction the troops had taken. 

Till I reached this point, I bad advanced with consider- 
■lile omtion, and slowly ; iletenained, if any enemy should 
t appoar in front, to endeavour lo effect a retreat. But now, 
1 ksringleAthegreatrottd.andtaken that which I judged would 
I bring me to the neighbourhood of those I was seekiug, I 
I accordingly ordered all my g;uanl8 to mount, and set off at a 
I bfisk trot, keeping: a good look-out to my right BAah, for 
I far of surprise, and fortunately fell in with the division 
t very moment it was entering the road by which I 
had come. 1 received great credit for my generalship, and 
«'BJ* complimented by the officers of my corps, they being 
the only people in the divisiou, I belieTe, who had the 
comfort of their baggage that night. The name of the vil- 
lage where we halted is Cuughatrup. 

Tb« next day we continued to advance in the direction 
of Kioge, and in the afternoon we reached a village which 
I for;get the name of, and where evident traces appeared of 
the enemy having shortly left it ; indeed, we found two or 
three striigglers in the village, who were of course made 
prisoners. We halted outside the village for the night. 

A short while before we reached tluB village, I saw a 
liody of troops dressed in red, marthing on our right flank, 
at right angles to the road by which we were advancing, 
and which I instantly concluded must be a part of the 
enemy's force, as we had no troops in that direction, fiat 
remembering the rebuke I received on the 17tb for inter- 
c2 
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tering with concerns tbat did not belong to me, I *lint ray 
mouth in silence, and did not, I believe, mention the 
mutter. It ts evident it was a jiart of the enemy's force, hr 
the General's information led him to take that rery sa 
ilirection the next day; and that being towards Roskild, 
we set ont and reached that city in the aAemoon, but foond 
the enemy had again given us the slip, and doubled back t<. 
nearly the same place from whence we had started. 

The next morning abont three o'clock we \e& Itoskild, 
and took the road for Kioge, near which it was now ascer- 
tained the enemy had come to a resolution to mftke ■ 
stand. I forgot to mention that previous to this aur force 
had been divided and formed into two brigades ; the 5!^d, 
92d, our Ist battulion, and gome cavalry and artillery, 
remaining under the command of Sir Arthur ; while the 
43d, the 6lh German Legion, and our five companies, w 
the remainder of the cavalry, were put under the commanil 
of Baron Linsengen, one of the generals of the Genuati 
Legion. Sir Arthur's people had not been with us for a 
day or two back, hut where I do not exactly know. Bat 
this morning it was arranged that his brigade was to 
march directly upon Kioge and attack it in front, while we 
fetched a circuit behind, and came npon a port of their 
force stationed in n forest or wood behind the town — and 
thus cut off their retreat. But the poor creatures were 
unable to stand above a round or two, and almost imi 
diat«ly broke an<l &ei in all directions. 

As we approached the wood wu were destined to attack, 
the appearance was certainly rather formidable ; for from 
the immense cloud of dust they ruised in pcrfonning their 
movements, we calculated on meeting with a consider- 
able body of troops ; and indeed, just as we nppmackrd 
the wood, our cavalry laid hold of an officer of Iheir horeo, 



SIEOE OF COPEN'HAUEX. 



67 



dressed partly ia uniform and partly as a. civilian. From 
bim we obtained information that tkey bad in the lield 
12,000 mt:n ; 5000 of n-hich were armed with pikes, 1000 
nTulry, and tbe remainder consisted of artillery and in- 
fuitry. He miiat, I think, have overrated their Duinbers, 
or snrely they might have made some sort of a stand aguinet 
I ,5600 men, the strength of our division. 

On Sir Arthur attacking them in the town of Kioge, 
they stood, as before said, only for a ronnd or two, and ded, 
many of them coming in contact afterwards with our liri- 
gade i but from the extent of (and intricate roads throngh) 
the wood, very few of them were made prisoners ; till to- 
wards evening, when a company of my battalion, with somi^ 
of the German cavalry, overtook a considerable body in the 
Tillage of Herfblge, apparently the rourgtiard of the enemy. 
lu this village they made a stand, getting into the church- 
yard, which afforded an excellent position, it being consi- 
derably higher than any other part, of the village. Herv 
also they soon began to waver, and after a few ^hots from 
nur [leople, they all laid down their arms and became pri- 
soners of war. Their numbers were 1550 men, with 
56 officers, and Major-Gen oral Oxholm, the second in com- 
mand of this part of the Danish ai-my. A considerable 
quantity of artillery, small arms, baggage, and provisions, 
&c., with two stands of colours, fell into the hands of the 
captors on thin occasion. These poor creatures were in- 
stantly sent otf as prisoners, and put on board onr ships nl 
Copenhagen ; many of them apparently ijuite gliul that they 
Ind done with fighting. Great numbersof them had nothing 
better by way of shoeing than wooden clogs — a very incon- 
venient kind I should imagine for a rapid retreat. 

The loss of the British during this day's operations was, 
aa might be expected, quite trifling. I bad this day followed 
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ihe iU-natnred adTice of nty comniuiiliiig'-officeT on a fampc 
ocfssMB, kod had taken a ride, but had little opportonttj 
of xaiag it, not baring fired more than eight or ten sbols. 
My battalion halted in the Tillage of Herfolge for the 
night, and the next morning moved fonratd towanls the 
town of Kingsted, that being the dire<:tion in which the 
broken fragments of the Danish army had retired. 

Our two battalions had been employed all the d^j of the 
29th, after the first onset, in sconring the woods from Ktogv 
to Herfolge. We continDed this service on the 30th also, and 
took numbers of poor creatnres who had been engaged in 
j'eslerdBj's operations, bnt who had not yet been able totally 
to divest themselves of their military habiliments, although 
apparently anxious lo do so. We reached Ktngstcd on the 
31st, and finding that the only regular part of the late army 
had retired into one of the Islands in the Great Belt, aad 
that the militia portion had totally disbanded itself, we 
halted here till the &11 of Copenhagen, which took place on 
the 7th of September. But to prevent surprise from any 
lurking parties of the enemy, which might still have kept 
together, and to deprive them of the means of injnring ns, 
strong detachments were sent out to scour the country, 
and to bring in all the military arms they conld discorer. 
A party of this description, consisting of 100 cavalry, aad 
100 of my battalion mounted on light waggons, trareived 
the country for a considerable distance, and returned after 
having discovered and taken possession of ten pieces of 
ordnance of small calibre, and forty ritles belonging to the 
Kallundburgride company, withsevenil muskets. They also 
gained correct information rettpecting the regular troopt 
that hod been lately opposed to us, and found they had re> 
fired into the islands of Folstor and Meon. 

On the capitulation of Copenhagen, terms uf amity and 
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[ peace were entered into betneen tlie Danish forces in the 
1 of Zealand and the British ; hut these did not ex- 
i tend to the ielands before ntentiuned, nor to the other parts 
I vfhis Danish Majesty's dominions; consequently, we still 
I Wtnained at war with such of his forces as were not inclu- 
ded in the capitalstiou ; and he might at any time have 
collected an army, had he been able, and attacked ns without 
any iniringement of those terms. It behove<l our generals, 
therefore, to watch against any attempt of this nature ; and 
■cconlingly strong outposts were estabhsbed all along the 
I Belt, composed principally of the men of our two battalions. 
i 1st battalioD Di^cnpied Kallundburg, Slogelse, Korsoer, 
land Skielskiore ; whilst the following towns and ports were 
I'OCcnpied by my battalion, riz. Mestyed, Lnndbye, Wor- 
Kdingbai^ and Prestoe; thus forming a complete chain of 
I posts around the west and south coasts of the island. We 
Kfeinained so posted till the 15th of October, by which time 
Rthe greater part of the naval stores taken In the dockyard 
t bkring been taken on board, and the period fast approach- 
ing for our evacuation of the country, we began to retire 
towards Copenhagen, which we reached on the 17th, and 
immediately embarked on board the Princess Caroline, a 
Danish seventy-fonr which had been surrendered with the 
others of that fleet, and which are mentioneil below.* 

>f Sliipi aad Vewcli captnrol at Gipcnbajcii, Tib Septembn, 
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We remained in the roads till the 20tb, when the fleet 
•iropped down townrda the Sound; and on the Sist the whole 
passed the Castle of Elaineiir, with a favourable and plea- 
sant breeze, the British ensign waring' proudly (rum the lofty 
luasts of their late gaJlant fleet ; it most have been an ex- 
tremely galling- sight for them (the Danes) to witness, ami 
1 dare say they did not pray for many benedictions on onr 
heads ; I pitied tbem from the l>ottom of my heart. On 
tuking leave of this country, I could not help remarldnj; on 
the great similarity between its inhabitants and the Ger- 
mans about Bremen — kind-hearted, hospitable, and inofieo- 
Mve in the highest degree ; and although suffering at that 
time 30 sererely from the policy of our country, tbey were 
high in our praises as individuals and as a nation. I have 
great cause to speak well of those innocent and worthy 
people, for I hare seldom experienced more kindness and 
attention than was shown me by tbem whenever circum- 
stances rendered such kindness and attention suitable, par- 
ticidarly at Nestyde, where I met a young man who bad 
formerly been in the West Indies, where be hud Immt to 
fppttk a tittle English, (tor of Danish I could not under- 
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Mand & woH.) He introdnced me to oae wotlhy man, vho 
had been an o£Gcer, and foogbt in the famous action of Kit^ 
Above narrated. Poor fellow, be felt beartilvasham«dof tiw 
aotry attempt they had made to act the part of an army, 
■nd I daresay would gladly have blotted from his memorv 
jbr erer the recollection of the ridiculous part they had 
Kted. I was not aware of this circumstance at first, and 
when it was brought upon the tapis in the course of con- 
veraaUoD, (my yoong: friend being interpreter,) I onlncldly 
■aid, that " any man armed with a liludgeon only, could 
Bksily beat three such soldiere." 

I Ml quite ashamed of myself afterwards, when 1 dis- 
covered that be, poor man, had made one in that memorable 
action ; but he took it all in good part, apparently conscious 
of the juEtness of my remark. Indeed, I was partly led on to 
use such expressions by tlie young fellow condemning bo 
tntteriy their conduct, bqcI which 1 aflemards would have 
g^ven something to hare unsaid. He, however, bore no 
nsentmeut, and kindly took me home and introduced me 
to his wife, and requested me to salute her with a kiss. I 
hesitated, thinking that I could not have understood him 
light, and feeling awkward in such a sitnalion ; but my 
young friend assured me it was the custom there to do so, 
on which I of course complied. They are, in my opinion, an 
extremely moral race of people, no vices that I know of 
being practised by them, save occasionally a tittle drunken- 
ness by Bome few individuals. I heartily wish them well. 

We sailed, as 1 said before, on the Slst of October, and 
had fine weather till we arrived in Yarmouth Roads. We 
|wssed one Sunday on our voyage home, at a certain hour 
of which our pious naval commander (Lord Gambier) 
Bude signal for the whole fleet to lay to, and have divine 
Jiat is, in such ships as there were chaphuus on 
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board of. This caused the irreligious and profli^te part of 
our people on boanl the Princess Caroline to lilaspheme 
and storm at a terrible rate, for being so long detained when 
the wind was so fair. 

It huppened, when we arrived in the Roads at Yaroionth, 
or near there, I think it was on the Galloper Snnd, that ■ 
tremendous gale began to blow, which baffled all exertions 
to withstand it. We caet out the anchors, but without 
effect, for we ran nway with them both, and in the endea- 
vour to vere out cable, or rather by the rapidity with which 
it was dragged out of the ship by the force of the wind, our 
bits caught fire, which with considenibte difRculty were got 
extinguished afler great exertions. During the gale, 1 
understand a sailor was blown off the foreyard ; and nearly 
at the snme moment a woman, one of our corporals* wires, 
fell ilown the hatches into the hold, and brojce her back, of 
which, indeed, she afterwards recovered, but never after re- 
gained her upright posture. 

Those scoffing gentlemen before mentioned, attributvd 
the whole of onr misfortunes to the delay occasioned by the 
divine service before adverted to, and were not sparing of 
invective against the individual who caused its perfonnanM, 
forgetful, it would seem, that ffe, whom that cammBnd«r 
invoked on that day, holds the winds in His hand, and can 
at pleasure let them loose upon an ungodly fiect, whether 
for correction or judgment, at what time, and in what man- 
ner, Wst please! him. I doubt not the excellent commutdsr 
alluded to has been a blessing to many. May he tongcon* 
tinue to ornament the exalted station he tills ! We weighed 
again afti*r the storm abated, and procwded round to tb* 
Downs, and the next day, thu IGlh of November, loniltd 
at Deal, and from thence marched lo our old ijiiartcrt at 
Hythe Barrack*. 
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remain imder the protectioa of her parents, till my retnm, 
Eboulil :t please GcnI to spare me. This, no doubt, wu • 
severe trid lo us both, but particalnrlj- to her, who bad bqcIi 
a joumej to undertalte, alone and unprotected, and elie *t 
the time &r advanced in pregnancy ; but, howeTer distress- 
iiig-, it most be undertaken, and I nnfortnnately could not 
be spared from the regiment, for our orders were to proceed 
immediately to Itainsgate, for embarkation. 

We parted, after 1 had accompanied her as &r «b I wts 
able, and seeing her eafelr stowed in the coach. It maj b« 
supposed that a new-married pair, undersuch circumstances, 
ivoiUd part with heavy and afflicted hearts. 

My liattalion embarked at llamfgnte od the 10th of Sep- 
tember. On this occasion, I was very fortunate in getting' 
on board an excellent transport, called the Nautilus, of 
Shields, commanded by Captain Watson (my wife's maidea 
iinme), and the steward, a native of the Hermit*^ ■ pUce 
within four mtlee of my home. Of course, we were ma- 
tnally glad to meet each other, and ofien talked over old 
Northumbrian etories, which recalled delightfiil rect^ectiou 
of our younger years. The fleet in which we tailed nat- 
dezvoused at Falmouth, whence we took our 
■Tid arrired at Corunna on the 36tb of October. 

On our passage, when we made Cape Ortegal, a pilot- 
liont came off, in which were the Brst Spaniards I remem* 
lier to have seen ; cerl4unly, they did not prepoisMS me 
greatly in liivour of their countrymen, but they are now to 
well known in England, that a deecription of tboee I hen 
Haw, woul<l be only to repeat what has been so of^n aaJto 
much better told by others. We landed at Coruntw, m 
1>efore said, on the S6th, and a day or two after, proceeded 
np the country, baiting for the first night at Belanios. Our 
force conri>tcd of cavalry, infantry, uid nrtillvry, in dl, 
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10,000 men, and was commanded by General Sir 
)Brid Baird, and intended toco-operate, or Jorma junction, 
I «ritli that under Sir John Moore, then in Portugnl, and 
who Wfts then advancing into Spain. 

Mj battalion, and some ciimpanies of the first battalion 
«f my re^ment, formed the advanced guard, a situation 
ariiich 1 coneider the most enviable of any in the army — for 
« all is nntried, and, as it nere, unbroken p'oand ; every 
jthiiig it fre^, and although attended sometimes with a Uttle 
e (lan^r of being' cut off while separated from the main 
hody, yet possessing so many count err ailing' advantages, 
llat I hesitate not to say it is the most desirable poet itf 
By in an army. 

At Betanzos, we began to experience the great defective- 
IBM of our commissariat department, at this period of oar 
y ; for the gentleman sent forward to provide onr two 
Htklions with food, was so utterly nnscqaaint«d vrHh hU 
Ounesa, that he was actually afraid to moke an attempt to 
■ue provisions. Although bread had bcenbaked by otdercf 
the Spanish authorities, he not nnderstanding, u be laidi 
the Spanish weights and measuree, durst not issue any thing 
without his own, which were behind ; but it was evident 
the troops could not remain without provisions. We wen 
here, OS in most of the towns we aftemards passed through, 
lodged in convents, the officers generally either being quar- 
tered on the inhabitants of the town, or lodgeil by the 
monks in their cells. On these occasions the men occupied 
only the corridors, into wliich straw was generally put by 
tba aathorities of the place, the men lying as close as pi^ < 
in a sty, which indeed was necessary to keep each othvl 
warm ; but these lodgings were not to be complained of,ai 
dean straw, and shelter overhead in that coimtry, are m 
mtemptible quarters. 
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We mored forward \>y hit and easy sUgree. ty way of 
Lugo, Villa Frunca, Cacabclos, and Astorga ; this Intter 
place we reached on ihe 19tb November, bnt during- the 
march, we had experienced considerable difficulty in ob- 
taining supplies both of provisions and the means of tnus- 
porC. This is a considerable town, containing' probablT 
about jOOO inhabitants. Both it and Lugo are ^arrannded 
by old Moorish walls, which may fonnerly hare been con- 
sidered slrong', but which, according' to the present mod* 
of warfare, would offer but a feeble resistance to a besi^ng 
army. It contains a number of canvenla, both in the tonn 
and suburbs, and, of course, a proportionate number of idle 
monks, Sic. Here, as in many towns in Spun, they have s 
curious mode of keeping out of their houses unwetccme 
visiters ; for the doors being all made remarkably ilrong, 
and kept constantly shut, you cannot enter till the inmates 
have first reconnoitred you through an aperture ^>ov« tiM 
door, made for the purpose ; and it is not till they ara arfw- 
fied who you are, and with your business, that dW T wfll 
open the door, which they generally do by a coni 
nicating with the latch from their peep-hole above. 

Here we were pretty plentifully supplied with pi 
and rested far some days, my battalion having been pTuhrtil 
forward to a villiijje called Zolada, about a league in front of 
the town. After having been refreshed by • few ilajra' 
rest, my battalion was again pushed forward, and occupied 
the town of Labeneza, about four leagues in front of Astor- 
ga, while the main body of the army assembled in nai 
around that town ; but we had not remained more ihan « 
few iby« in Labeneza, before n report arrived of the cnnroy 
being in our front, and ndvnnring in force ; and vrn were 
consequently rectdlcd to Zalada, in order to form a juDctioB 
with onr main body. Not long after this, about th« lattM 
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'■tido(No»cinber,ordere were received fi-om Sir John Moore, 
fcr our iltTision to retrfat ami full htu-.k upon Corunna, 
This mraftnre. I understand, was rendered neeessary, in 
consequence of the Spanish armies banng- been completely 
^Mteo and dispersed, so tliat nothing remained to oppoee an 
Dverwhelminf French force, which it w-aa ascertained had 
tater«() Spain, but the few British troops comprising the 
VBues under Sir John Moore, and ours. 

W« BCiMrdiagly set to the right-about, and fell back as 
ttr M Cacabelos, the mun body occupying Villa Franca and 
fta neighbonrtiood. This movement was not by any means 
liked by any of us; for, independent of its being- so uncon- 
Iigenial to the spirit of Britons to turn their backs upon an 
I mDWaj, we felt disappointeil at what we saw and heard of 
celebrated Spanish patriots. We had been given to un« 
that the whole nation was up in arms aguinst the 
■nd that we should have been received, on entering 
[try, as liberators, and treated as brethren, but in 
) points we were miserably disappointed ; tor, in- 
rtAid of a hearty welcome on our arrival, we conld with 
grWl dilEcally obtain leave to land, and still more to obtato 
the ntM««sary supplies of carriages and provisions to enable 
■■ to come forward ; and with reganl to the patriotism of 
the people, whatever might have been their good-will to act 
in defence of their beloved country and Ferdinand, they 
i^peared as little likely as any people 1 had ever seen, to 
eflect any thing against such an enemy as the French, la 
lact, those of them who formed their armies, at least of 
tboao fetntggUng parlies we so often met, could be called 
nolhing better than mere rubble — no organization, no sub- 
enlination, but every one evidently pursued Ihat plan which 
win mi right in his own eyes. 

While we remuned at Cacabelos, (a place famous for 



I 



Ta 



LotD Paget — ri'eda. 



t ilwi 



tAoftti bj umm af 
rf thii «(c«ll«nt 
ttmwtf^ I Miiml i ii i tkej aeatiaamUj bacrDw«d Mtdi 
•Av's (ioCkM; thM is, » 43d man wcmU bonow > »£«. 
■iH** g WM JM&«tt >Bd net prrm, and gv sod stc*l, or io 
ttmm otks- Sapl Modr obnin. » ci^-k«ul« full or two ; 
r oiM to foot oat the penon wbo had 
w W mmU Bot b* faoad. 
Mad afcoTC s da^ or two ia oar new 
cx|Raa anired bom Sir John Haoi^ 
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tkaUih; 

<>»«»ahy.wMrti^<rftha 7tb. lOiKand l&tli lutaMis, 
MHkr Laad npt, haii kr Uiia daaa ooMa 1^ &«n ConsBa. 
Md h^ Was r^cd fanwd w joU Sir Jobs Moon'i 
ibna: tWr Mlinmifc«pHt3r a(tfeFr»cbcaTslrrat ik* 
»wm of R^ Bol fct 6— i Tiiidiiiliii, aad of .hkh tb*? 
aUv UOa^ ar taak frw— na. Marfr tbe wbtdi^ : iu fact. 
Itfaa^ lb w fc efa af doa Mrrite, DolluB|f oouU excaad 
At fAmay aad iUnfid coadvct of our otnlrr laidar 
kat ha^ihiy. At lUa town, a* wall h at AiUNga aad 
Villa Bwkn. dapaia of |imiiioBi bcfaa t« be fanoad aaoa 
aft«r OUT aniT^ 

0& tlw Kik D uB ib ar. we agda advwwad from B«M> 
vanl*. IB uf4fr to bm a jaactioa wkk Sir Joba Mtmv'a 
ara>7, awl fMotiv itowwyli VaUrrax, Mi^orfa. bimI Saha* 
fva, «* r«<Bck«l Um cmitou of TnaBun, aboal a ingiw in 
friMt oflbeUlt«ryla(». Oniha dWb, bui! tbe two fama 
took 
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B^ace. Onra, under Brigadier-gen erat Crawford, was termed 
1 the Light Brigade, aitd consisted of tbe Ist battalion 43d, 
\ Sd batlalion 52d, and the 3d battalioQ of B\y regiment. 

Tbe whole army u-as assembled in this oeighbourbood, 
And consisted of about 26,000 men, the nbole now ander 
the command of Sir John Moore. Prerious to our arrivai 
mt Sahagnn, Lord Paget, with a part of the lOtb and 15tli 
hossars, discoTereil that a considerable body of tbe enemy's 
cavalry occupied that town. He therefore detached the 10th 
hy a circuitooB road, while be with the 13tb approached it 
by the more direct one. They were, however, discovered 
hf the French before reaching tbe town, which gave the 
' enemy time to turn out and form to receive the attadc 
His lordEbip, when a favourable opportunity offeredi 
charged tbe French, wbo were greatly superior in numbers, 
x>mpletely overthrew them, taking two colonels, eleven 
< «tber officers, and about 150 men. 

On the evening of the 23d, the whole army was put in 
■Wtion, with an intention, it was said, of attacking Margbll 
Bonlt, who, with a corps of about 16 or 18,000 men, 
posted behind tbe River Carrion, his bead-quarters beingalF^ 
Saldanha, The Spanish General Koniana, was to take ft ' 
part in this movement ; bis small and sadly inefficient force 
had approached tbe left of our army, or rather we bad 
drawn towards bis position, and he was, I believe, perfectly 
willing to lenil all the assistance in bis power, in the con* 
I lemplated attack ; but our General, I fikncy, did not calco* J 
upon any material help, from a force tto greatly out s(l 
Older as his was said to be. Soon after dark, the troofia 
feu in ; and as it was understood an attack was going to b> V 
mode on tbe enemy, every puhe beat high, in expeclatioa | 
, of Boon congratulating each other on a vitrtory. All i 
k life end animation ; and the necessary preparationa, by the 






M nETROonADE MOVEMENT. 

light of our blazing fireg, for such an event as a battle, after 
the many long' and harassing manrhee we bad had, guve nti 
interesting Rppesniiice to the scene. 

When all was ready, the troops moved fonrard. It wu 
a cold aud hitler night, and there were some einall brooks 
on the road. An officer of my luttalion, who was not rery 
well, when he came to one of those, instead of marching 
straight throngli, as it appears had been onlered, went a 
little way round hy the bridge, although not off the road. 
A certain general oHioer, who happened to be there at tb» 
time, observed it, and getting into a great rage at the offi- 
cer leaving his section, made him turn back, nnd march 
through and throngh repeatedly, by way of puniahmenl. 
Such a nio<le of treating an officer, certainly appeared ralbet 
harsh ; but this geHeral piqued himself on his being ahle to 
make his brigade bett«r iiiurcbers than any other troops in 
the army ; and in this he certainly succeeded, although it 
was not without frequent exhibitions, such a« the above. 
Our people had not gone fur, however, till they "ere coun- 
termanded, and retnrnM back to our convent. I rather 
think the main body of the army had not moTed out of 
their cantonments ; bnt oitrs being the advanced brigadr, it 
was necessary we should move before the othMs. 

It appears Sir John Moore, just before he inteaded to 
set out, had received information, not only of Soolt having 
been greatly reinforced, but that seversl Btrong corps of th« 
French army were marching directly upos as, by whidii 
should he delay only a few days, we should be compl*t«ljr 
surrounded, and cut off from a retreat. This was moatdii* 
tressing information, fur never was an army more ragor to 
rome in contact with the enemy than ours was at thu 
moment, and never was there a fairer prospect of wictfa, 
had things remained oe they were ; hut now, instead uf 
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gtory being acquired, by showing the Frencb 
b troops could do id tlie field, it n-as evident 
remained but to cotumence a retrograde movement, 
the woret and most unpleasant, in a British soldier's view, of 
■ny other. 

Winter had now completely set in ; the face of the conn- 
try being covered with deep snow, the weather was unusn- 
ally severe. Our prospect, therelnre, was by no means a 
pleasant one. To commence a retreat in front of a greatly 
mperior force, and with the probability that other French 
•rmies might be before ue, and intercept om' retreat upon 
the se«, which was distant from us nearly 250 miles, with 
the country in our rear being already exhau-sled of every 
thing that could contribute to our support, and with such 
excvasively bad weather to perform the retreat in, rendered 
it, I misy say, as unpleasant a situation as troops could well 
b« placed in. Added to which, our commissariat was by no 
means so efficient in those days as they have latterly be- 
eome ; and our troops in general being young, and unaccus- 
tomed to privation, it was but too obvious, that should the 
tetreat continue long, many would be the disasters attend- 
iBg it. On Christmas day, our brigade, as the rear of the 
oifaDlry, commenced its uncomfortable retreat, and conti- 
aoed marching till late at night when we reached a con- 
vent near Msjorgu. The next day, although we started 
cariy, we only reached the village of St Miguel about mid- 
night. 

H«re I had considerable ilifficulty with the baggage. 1 
had had charge of it alt day, my guanl being composed of 
officers' servants, &c., who, the moment they gut into the 
village, set off to their masters, and left me alone with the 
jBules, the troops having, by the time I gut in, all lain down 
to sleep. Several of the muleteers had been pressed into the 



Bervice against their wills, and of course would have made 
their escape whenever an opportunity offered. I was tlu»«- 
fore compelled to drive iheiu all into the cburchyard, and 
WHtch them myself, till luckily, after waiting in this eitns- 
tion a cuneiderable time, without daring to g-o to aleep after 
the &tigue8 of such a day, some men happened to wander 
in tbnt direction in search of meat, by whom I sent to VOX 
quartermaster to request be would send a guard, which he 
did soon afier, and I had the bappioess to be allowed to 
throw myself down and take some rest. 

This day Lord Paget had another brush with the French 
cavalry, who, being apprised of our retreat, had advanced lo 
Majorga. He attacked them with that gallantry which 
shone so conspicuously in the cavalry during the whole of 
this service, and completely overthrew them, killing and 
wounding many, aud taking a namber prisoners ; in this 
affair the 18th hussars were engaged, and behaved nobly. 
The next day we reached Castro Gonzales, and Caatro 
Pipa. At the latter village, my battalion halted for the 
night and the next day. These two villages rommand the 
passage over the river Eslar, they being about equidistant 
from the briilge, and something more than o mile apart on 
high ground over the river, which runs about a league in 
front of Benevenie. Here we were obligMl to remain du- 
ring the time mentioned, in order that the heavy divinont 
of the army might get sufficiently forward before we moved. 

I had still the charge of the bagp>ge, and not knowing 
where my battalion was to be quartered for the night, I 
had crossed the Eslar to the Benevente side, till 1 leftmt lotig 
after dark that Castro Pipa was its quarter*. I consequtiitly 
turned Inck and recrosseil (he river, and just as I reached the 
«nd of the bridge, 1 heard a shot immediately in my front. 
The 4dd rt^mont guarded the bridg«. It turned out to b« 
a patrol of the enemy's cavalry who hud come dose to the 
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top of tli« slope leading down to the bridge, and where a 
double sentrj of the 43d was posted. By some accident 
tliese two men were not loaded; the French dnigw'ns were 
consequently permitted to come close np to them withoTtt 
tiieir l>eing' able to g'ive uny alarm. One of them, bowever, 
run his bayonet into one of the Frenchmen's horses, and 
tetrealed, but the other was not only cut down with the 
■abre, but had a pistol fired at him, which was the report 
Ihadjmt heanl. I saw the wonndeil man, who wassererely 
hurt, but whether he survived or not I, know not. 

When I reacheil Castro Pipa, my commanding-ofBcer 
Voulij scarcely credit the report I gave him, conceiving it 
impossible the French could be such near neighbours. I 
VBS a good deal chagrined at his suspecting my veracity, 
but be had never been what I may call a fiiendly com- 
manding-ofScer to me, as the story of the ride at Copen- 
hagen will prove ; indeed, as I had been put into the ailug- 
tioa I beld contrary to hts wish, it was hardly to be 
expected that be would show himself very triendly. Duriog 
the night, however, our quarters were beat up, not indeed 
liy the enemy, but by our l)ripaiiter, who was not sparing 
sf hi* censure for our want of alertness in turning out. 
fwiliwii we neither had so good a look-out as we ong'ht to 
bave kept, nor did we get under arms with that prompti- 
tade which was desirable, and from the cause before assign- 
ed : that is, that our commandant did not believe the enemy 

I own I was not sorry that the General pud us such a 

vi*it, as it not only put a» more upon our guard, a thing so ' 

indispensably necessary in the presence of an enemy, but i% j 

gKre me some satis&ction for the dishonour put upon me * 

I b|f disbelieving my iofomiatiun. 

The enemy did not disturb us during the remainder of 
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the night, and next niomiiig the lirigade was asEcmbled o 
the height above, ani] in front of the bridge ; considerable 
bodies of the enemy's cavulry appearing in the pUin lieforo 
us. Some Ekirmiiihing between our people und the enemy 
took place, but nothing of any importance occurred. Our 
brigade was left in this positJon to cover the working party 
who were preparing- to blow up the bridge, at which they 
worked nil day ; during the night our people were with- 
drawn from the iarther Eidu, and the esplosion Eoon aJter 
took place, but the destruction of the bridge was by no 
meana so effectual as was wished and expected. When we 
turned out in the morning to move towanis the bridge, 1 
(still having charge of my battalion's baggage) diBCoTertfd 
that a vast quantity'of excellent biscuit was stontd up in an 
empty house in the village, which, no doubt, had been baked 
for the purpose of supplying the magazine at Bcnevente; 
and as our people hod been but verv indifferently Bnpplinl 
with bread since we commenced the retreat, I deteruiine^ 
to load a hullock-cart nitb it, and try to gel it to a place o{ 
safety, where 1 hoped to be able to ie«ue it lu them. 

I accordingly took a cart and two bullocks, there hang 
plenty in the village, and apparently without owners, fur 
Ihe inhabitants had mostly either abandoned the place on tbe 
appearance of the French, or had liid themselves. 1 loaded 
the cart, but still 1 wanted a person to drive it ; and although 
I used both promises and threats, I could not prevail npon 
any person to go with me. I therefore mounted tlie cart 
myself, and using my sword by wny of a goad, J entered 
the river at a place which looked like a ford, and hul the 
good fortune to reach the uther side in safety. I mention 
this to show that so much importance need not have been 
attat^hed to the destruction of the bridge, as both here, and 
near ('astro (ioniales. the river was perfectly tbrdable, fnr 




n«ar the latter place the French cavalry forded it on the 
following morning. 

I now made my way to BenevenCe, where I remained 
during; the day of the 28th ; and at night, as before biated, 
the troops which had lieen guarding the bridge arrived, 
leafing cBvaby piijaets on the plain between the town and the 
Bver. Thu nert morning our people left Benevente, and 
U I was a little behind them with the baggage, on my reach- 
IDg a height in rear of the town, I observed in the plain in 
front a congiderable body of the enemy's cavalry, who had, 
U b«fore stated, crossed the river near Castro Gonzales, 
ud were sdvanring towards the town, opposed, though 
feebly at first, by the few of our cavalry left there on piquet ; 
Imt the cavalry r^ments which were in town quickly 
taming out to their support, they were at length com- 
pletely able to oppose, and finally overthrow them. 

During the time I remained here, 1 saw our brave dra- 
goons make three most gallant and successful cbaiges 
a^nst superior numbers of the enemy, completely break- 
ing and dtsperaing the different liodies against which the 
diu^es were made. The enemy appeared to be drawn up 
in different lines, the front one of which was that always 
dialed ; and 1 observed, that as our people advanced upon 
' (bem, they were always received with a lire either from the 
Mrbines or pistols of the enemy, but this never appeared 
in the least to check the ardour of the charge, for in a 
minute or two after I observed the French troops retired in 
coinfusion, and formed behind the other lines. At length 
they were completely driven hack to the ford by which 1 
Ihey had crossed ; and in a charge now made upon tben^,l 
General le Febvre, with about seventy men, fell into onr" 
people's hands. These troops were a part of Bonapai 
Imperial Guard, and the flower of bis army, being f 
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looking meot dressed in dork-^en long coats, with hig)i 
bear-skin caps, and mustaches, which gave them a formi- 
dable appearance. It was said that Bonaparte vrae looking 
on at tbix affair, and witnessed the defeat of his hitherto 
invincible Old Guard ; it is certain that be slept the night 
before at VilUlpando,a place only fuor leagues distant from 
the field. I now set off and overtook the bagirage and the 
bullock cart, not having hod an opportunity of issuing the 
biscuit ; but before I had proceeded above a few miles, the 
bullocks knocked up, and not withstanding every exertion 
I found it impossible to get tbem any brther. Thos vas I 
reluctantly compelled to abandon a cart-load of excellent 
biscuit, after having had so mnch trouble with it, at the 
time when I knew it was greatly needed by my hnngiy 
fellow soldiers, and to whom it would have been ft matt 
welcome offering. On this day's march, a moet IsmentaUe 
number of stragglers were overtaken by ns, we being in 
rear of all the infitntry ; they had either &lleii rat iroffl 
excessive Iktigue, or from having (as in too many instanoea) 
drunk too much ; indeed, the destruction of the magazine 
of provisions at the place we had left, enabled too many of 
them to obtain by one means or other considenUe quan- 
tities of spirits, and which, of course, rendered them inca- 
pable of marching. This was a long and wearisome ilay'( 
journey of nearly thirty miles ; we did not reach Lahencn 
till late at night, where a considerable qnantity of amnn- 
nition was obliged to be destroyed, the animals biting 
which drew it. 

The next day we reached oar old quarter* at Zalada, ■ 
league in front of Astorga, where we halted for lb* ni^iit, 
the remunder of the bngade going into the town. It «ru 
to this village, it may he remembered, that we were Mot 
on our fin>t advance, and subeeqaently after oar fint iv 
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treat from L»b«Deia ; but besides these moFemenU from 
th« riUage and back agaiii) during tbe tiuie we remained ig 
it, n« almMt every moniing had orders to pack up and 
more a short distance out of the place. This nas done no 
ioabt to accnstom ue to a ready turaing out, as till this 
period our baggage had been trensported on bnllock-carts ; 
but now ire had mules, and it was uecetsary to accustom 
thoee whoee duty it was, to toad the mules with dispatch. 
But an every occasion of thif kind, the inhahitsnte always 
imBcined we were actually going to leave them, and the 
moment we were clean gone, as they thought, they iet to 
work and rang the church bell with all their might. This 
«u either to testify their regret at losing our company, or 
to erjncc their gratitude to H^ven for having got rid of 
nch ft band of heretics, by which (heir niost pure and holy 
dwelling had been defiled ; it was laughable to see the long 
fiices they put on when we, so contrary to their hopes and 
ttcpectations, always returned to our wretched and uncom- 
fatable quarters. 

Duriog the whole of the time we remained in this rillaga, 
I, as a staff-sergeant, could find no better lodgings than • 
£rty open shed ; the reader will therefore judge how ill tho 
privates must have been off. Our fellows began about this 
time to pick up Lttle bits of Spanish, and wotild often exer* 
die their ability to converse in the native tongue, by tell- 
ing the inhabitants that we were certainly going to "twircAa 
Monona," that is, to march to-morrow, so tbnt it became 
^ite a by-word, which annoyed our hosts not a httle. If 
I mtslake not, the Padre of this rillage was a great knare, J 
md did not scruple to help himself to such things as he 
a mind for, belonging to our officers, whenever a fit opj 
tanily presented itself. The next day, the 31st, we moved 
into Astorga, where we bolted for an bonr or two, till the 
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s oompletod, •llLovgti 
1: tai hen I whrnccced sndi a 
■ &r iiiak ■• w quite tUsgntt- 
OTdered b> Ite sured, uid to let 
K t^ Mt OB the strcet, that tfaej migiit not &U 
■t* the hu^ of dKaMVir:thM the nuB which h>d eotit 
•• wmA UimMi ^ hMftit ^ ell the «sj irrm Conuuu 
wH aheK to te ktt far CT«r ; * thi^ Bost besn-rending to 
the ■■BMvas seid«n laoiciag on, who lored it ev tieftrir. 
Howfcr, thf]r *«« toftwit J not to k»e all, for when 
the heedb of the oaks wei« knocked in, utd their oontent* 
pef Mtla J to i«n in rtnaae dcnm the fatten,' Mmw of 
thoae hntm ie&itnUtf took off ^eir grtmj t»fa, end 
being wf the i«b aaJ the mai together, dnnk, or ratbw 
■le^ the evoah BixtnK. What noUe soUJen wooU ow 
mnnbj pvdaee. wm not that datestahle nre of dmnkeiK 
■e^ to OMuaiB »w*g w : hat ta it hov msny b*Te I st«o 
Uftoitdf « M''fc^ their wen iod conati^'t hoaonr, t»j 
their nty Hfr itMi( iMher than fcrego the hceadf gniifi- 

AII thit — -i'lg w« hed been told to ke«p k ihsip look* 
■at «■ the IieaB nAe of Atborgt, for the enemy wu every 
■DM art d^ccted to nnke hie ^peannw from that qnaiv 
Icr: h ww, we wov not dietnibed duing the »liort time 
wc rrwainnd We here fell in with ■ cwisiderable bodj' ot' 
Roamne's annr, aitperentljr all confiuion, anrl deititnle of 
eTerr thing. We underatood that ihey were not to he 
audied in the sane line we wera taking, bul that it had 
bean aMOtttM between the two genenb that am ravU 
jliff^H he keft Cne i boweTer, here, and ht aevanl dajv 
aftHrvanb, we cafleted gn^df from their candgnity. 

We cMitinued onr aurch fniin Asto^a the same day. 
nnd roarfaed al iiifht the Tillage of FoucpTadon, about 
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twenty miles (listant. Here we pigged in as well a 
able, there being only fire or six hooses; but as we had a 
few teols witli us, we managed not aoiiss. ' 
brigade hiid formed tbe rear of the in&ntry, there beiD|r 1 
some cavalry in rear of us ; but it was now determined tliaS 
ours and ibe Light German Brigade uader Brigadier-g«neral 
Charles Alien, should strike off &om the great road, ami 
take the route for Orense and Vigo. This wa« done, I nnde^ 
stand, with a view to secure a passage across the Minho at 
the former place, sbouJd Sir John, nith the main army, be 
compelled to retreat in that directiou, and probably witb 
the TJew also ofdrHwingoiraj>art of the enemy's overwhelm- 
iBg force from tbe porsuit of that body, and to induce them 
to lolluw us into the mountains. Notwithstanding this, 
ibey continned to pursue Sir John on the great road, n hllst 
7 dwy left us free altogether. 

I 1 beg to notice here, that both Mr Cifford and Mr Moore 
I (Sir John's brother), have fallen into a trifling error re- 
MMCtilig the period of our separation from the main body, 
B'Aey both making us be detached before our arrival at As- 
K|Drg», whereas it was not till we had passed a day's marcb 
I keyond it that we were sent oS, Tbe thing is of no con- 
sequence, only it is as well to be correct. 

Tbe next day, the Ist of January 1809, we marched by 
a most diScolt road throngh the monotains, to Ponfenada, 
■ituated about a league to tbe left of the great road to Co- 
ranna, on which tbe main army was retreating. When we 
got in, our commissary immediately made a requi^tion to 
tbe Alcalde of the town, to provide bread for the two bri- 
gnliMi am we began to be in most fearful want. He pro- 
MUsed to set the bakers to work immediately, and in a few 
hmus, be said, tbe bread would be ready. We called on 
him repeatedly, wittiout obtaining any, be still alleging it 
d2 
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was not yet quite ready, and patting ns off from time to 
time, till midnight, when the patience of our commisearj 
l>ein^ fairly worn out, he yielded to the anger to n&tnivU; 
inspired by such shuffling conduct, and n«ed Eome Etrong 
language to the Alcalde. Whereupon, v/e digcorejvd At unce 
that he had been only amuiiing ue with promiEes he did not 
intend lo fulfil ; and told the cotomiesary that he did not 
fear any of his threats, for that, as nomann's army had now 
also entered the town, he had no doubt they wouM protect 
him, and rerenge any insult otfi^red to him. Tlie commis- 
sary had indeed talked about hanging him for hig double- 
dealing, and leaving tbe troops utterly starving ; bat if he 
could bare got any bread ready, it is most natural to >a^ 
pose be trould prefer letting his own countrymen hare it ; 
this, however, as might be expecte<l, had a moft pemidoiu 
effect upon our sutTering soldiers, for when provisions conld 
not be procnreil in the regular and ordinary mode, it is tji- 
dent Ihey would take Ihem wherever they were to be {band 
— for hunger is not easily borne, accompanied by incesswit 
fatigue. In the morning, when we turned out to continue 
mir innrcb towanls Orense, we heard a heavy firing toward* 
uur right and front, and this proved to be an attack made 
by tbe enemy's light troops upon our first battalion, who, 
with some cavalry, had been left in Cocabelos as a rear- 
guard. Our first battalion gained great credit for their coo* 
duct on this occasion. The force of the enemy greatW ex- 
fwded ours, yet our people drove them back with great 
lo«8, killing General Colbert, who commanded tbe adraooew 
This was done by a noted pickle of the name of Tom Plnft- 
kett, who, feaHess of all danger to himself, got sufficiently 
nigh to make sore of his mark, and shot him, whidi, with 
the fire of the others, csiiscd great havoc in tho enemy's 
nuik*! and set thom flying to the rear mnch fiister tbaa 
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need. Oar sitnatioa was thna, in n manner, in 
e enemy's advanoe guard, yet they did nol turn is 
CocabeloE v/aa distant from ua only about a 
league. 

Our road this day by over liigh and almost inaccessible 
monntaing, deeply covered with snoiv. On the lop of one 
of these, as our General ivas passing the column, a cry was 
passed fi^m (be rear to open out to allow him to pass, the 
road being very narrow. One of our men, as the General 
came n«ar, happened to say, loud enough for him to hear, 
that " he had more need to give us some bread," or words 
to that effect, which so exasperated the General, that he 
instantly halted the whole brigade, ordered the man to be 
tried by a dnim-head court-martial, and Sagged him on the 
spot. It was a severe, but perhaps necessary discipline, in 
order to check in the hud the seeds of murmuring and in- 
■nhonlination, althoagb 1 own it appeared hareh. 

Our march was a long and toilsome one indeei), and did 
not terminate till about ten at night, when we reccbed St 
Domingo-Flores, where nothing could be procui'ed but a 
very small quantity of black hreud, the village being quite 
small. Tired with the journey, we felt rather inclined to 
sleep than eat ; and, wet and dirty as we were, we laid our- 
•elves down till dawn, when we commenced another such 
day's march, and reached at night the village of La ilua. 
During these two days, want aod fatigue had compelled 
many to fall out, some of whom, no doubt, perlslied in the 
snow on the bleak mountains, over which our road^ or rather 
fMh, had lain ; others fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
•ome few rejoined us after having obtained some Utile re- 
freshment from the natives. 

It would hut be a repetition of the privations and latignes 
we underwent, to notice all that befell its on onr way thence 
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lo Orente, nhidi place we reached od ihe 7th of Januarrt 
bftring- prerionslr pushml on, by double forced marcbei. ■ 
few hundred men, to Ulce poesessi(») of the hridgv over ihe 
MJtiho at this ploc^. Here we remauml-B day, and obiaio- 
ml provisioDS, then mnch needed hj us all, for the men had 
been liter^j st&rving for several days pasl. We twd time 
and opportunity here also lo strip and change onr linen, that 
is, those who bad a change ; the others washed the >hirt 
they took off, sitting irilhont one till it was dry. TiwlicJ, 
hy this time we were in a most miserable plight ; otir afaoest 
of coarse, were nearly all worn out, and many tATelling 
barefoot ; and otir clotbes, as might be expected, nerv rag- 
ged and filthy in the extreme ; indeed they could not b* 
otherwise, for 1 siippose none of ns had put any thing' off 
dnce we commenced the retreat. Tbis day's rest, faowerer, 
refreehed ns greatly, and enabled us to perform the remain- 
der of 001^ toilsome journey with more comfort ; inde«d, 
since we bad sccored the passage of the Minhu, and thus 
prevented tbe enemy from getting in before us^onr minds 
were more at ease, for strong apprehensions were entertain- 
ed that the French would have detached a corps from their 
main body to seize this pass, and thus cut off our retreat to 
Vigo. A part of Romana's array entered Orausu btifora we 
left it, worse, if possible, in point of nppearance than dot- 
selves : bnt they, in their best days, ore more like an armad 
mob than regularly organized soldiers. 

It is a pity that Komana did not adopt this phui pointed 
out to him by Sir John Moore, either tu retire into tin 
Astnrias with bis army unbroken, or bang upon the Banks 
of tbe enemy as he passed through tbe mountains ; and 
which be could hare done with ease and safety, tor these 
fellows could live where regular troops would sUu-re, and 
there was no donbt but the peasantry would bare assisied 



tLeir counlrmen widi nil tfaeir means. TliU would h»»e in 
some meafiuv ret&nled tbe too nipid progrvGS of tb« French, 
and probablT been the means of ^aTing- to our country one 
of its brarest and most skilfitl generals. 

Some of our men who had been compelled to stop be- 
kind &om &tigue and starTation, rejoined us here, ha- 
ving generally been assisted by tbe peasantry, who gare 
them food, and helped them foru'ard. 

On tbe 9tb, in tbe morning, we lefl Orense, croesiDg the 
Minbo to the north eide of that river, and continaed oar 
march to the town of Ribadavift, sitnated at the junction of 
tbe rirers Avia aad MJnho, both of which, from the melt- 
ing of tbe snow, and the immense quantities of rain that 
had &>llen, were greatly swollen. So much so, that when 1 
qrpronebnt the town with the baggage, (the troops having 
gone on before,) and wbicb I did not reach till near mid- 
night, 1 found ihfi road completely overflowed with water ; 
and being wilhout a guidff, I could not of coune in tbe 
night be certain where the road lay, the whole bunk of the 
rirer being completely under water. We were in conse- 
quence obliged to climb the mountains to our left, and pro- 
c«m1 in the best manner we were able with the loaded 
moles : but so precipitous were they in one place, that a 
load of ammunition slid off the mole's back, and the casks 
roUed rapidly down the bill towards the river. I durst not 
Tenture to leave them, although my chance of finding ihi 
in such a situation appeared small indeed ; however, < 
halted the remainder of the mules, while a few of us set 
dovn tbe steep in the direction we had seen them go, i 
after a long and anxiooa groping in every hollow of tl 
rocky mountain, succeeded in recovering them ; but t 
powder in them, and bdeed nearly all the ammuui 
bad, was rendered completely useless, from the i 




hemwj nin that bod Uka. I an ilniMt aatonished tHt no 
■cddeM InqfciMd to athtr man or hewt in liiis perikins 
joaraef, far oar fert litonUy •■ Mtmbted upon the ilnrh 
moantno*," witbovt otber fciiiJi or juth, tnd where the 
gnnmd was nuMt nnrrHi aBii ifatngtmn, We howerer at 
Iragth reached oar dcstiiuUmn, wvt and w«niT enuDgh, anil, 
jnst >s we entered the town, were infonned that the corridor 
of one of the convents where two of oar rompanies were 
sleeping, had jnst &Uen to the groand with ■ tremendotu 
L-rash, and that Eeveral men had had their limbs broken bf 
the fall ; I do not remember that any were killed. It being 
so late, I cotild not procure any kind of (juarter, so 1 wu 
liiio to Bit down by the side of a fire kindled in the yanl of 
this convent for the remainder of the nieht. 

We nest morning resumed our jonmey, uiit in three 
dap more from this place we reached Vigo. On this Ust 
day's march we had a pretty high eminence to a»renil at 
some distance from the town, from whtdi the riew of the 
town, the shipping, and the sea, broke all at once upon n». 
It wft8 a most delightful prospect, and it wa« highly amu- 
sing to obserre the joy which seemeii to nnimate the woe* 
worn countenances of our ragged and dirty soldiers. Fel- 
lows withonl a shoe or a stocking, and who before ww* 
■liufflin^ along with sore and laceniteil feet like so tnanT 
lame ducks, now made an attempt to dance for joy ; laughter 
and mirth, and the joke, now succeeded to the gloomy silenc* 
with which they had in general prosecuted their wenuomt 
journey for sovcwl days pAHl, ns the friendly element befon 
them promiseil shortly to put a period to long and toitMue 
wanilerin):*. Indeed, nhhongh I am a bod sailor, and suffer 
ninny* srrerely when at sea, I do not reineniber erer to 
liMvx HilncBMtl a tight which inspired ue with grealar 
jilt-Mur* than tLo shipping and the sen did on 
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The fleet of transports for the army under Sir John 
Moore, wm jiiat clearing the hay as we came in sight, but 
we obsen-ed that a siitBcient number remained at Vigo to 
transport us to our native land, a place we sorely longed 
for, as we had often contrasted the happiness and security 
, tad comfort of our friends at home, with the poverty and 
I uiiieTy we had lately witnessed in the country we were 
I Inving ; anil this no doubt increased our anxiety tor the 
I change. We marched into Vigo, and were soon after put 
I on hoard the vessels destined !o receive Qs. It was my for- 
I tnue to he »eat on board the Alfred, 74, with two of our 
I companies ; a great number of men were still behind, for 
L even the few last days' marches had deprived us of many who 
r till then had braved the toils and privations of the journey, 
I but who now had fairly sunk under exhaustion. The Com- 
Bodore, therefore, remained as long in the hay as it was 
I kkfe, lending the stragglers as they arrived on board the dif- 
r jerent ships; but within a few days af^er our arrival, the 
enemy entered the town, which of course precliuied kU 
hope of more escaping. We consequently weighed and stood 
out towards the outer bay,- where we again came to an- 
chor. 

A Rusaian ehip-of-war was in a small harbour in this bay, 

[ which it was intended to board and cut out. .\s we were then, 

n rather bad terms with that nation, never did I 

■ inch alacrity and delight as our tars on board the 

Amanifested when buckUng on their cutlasses for th«i 

I, and I foet certun that if confidence in themselves 

wonld tend to insure the victory, no men had a better 

chance of succeeding ; hut from some cause or other with 

which I am unacquainted, the enterprise was abandoned. 

On the 21st Jauuary we weighed and stood out to sea; 

I bat B gale coming on we were obliged to come to anchor 
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*^in Tudtfr llie shelter of the Isle of Begona. We did not 
mt to st» till the ^4lli, but on the 25th He q>oke a tngvXe 
pMBg out to Lisbon nHtU General Djatt on board, who in- 
JbraMd tu of xhe iatal business at Coranna. Indeed the |>eo> 
fUe on boani this ship had, from rogue reports, greatly mag- 
nified otir loss on that occasion, telling us that the whole 
amy had been nearly cot to pieces, and that very few in- 
deed had faeeo able to^effect their escape. Weeach, of coone, 
■MMRied Ear his particolar friends, not doubting but they 
bai Ukn among the re$t. 1 (lunk it was the same night 
«■ wUch we saw this ship, a fkitul accident had very 'ni^ 
tikea phce. Our faptain was the Commodore, and the 
a of the Ht&dostan store-ship hud charge of the rear 
e dect ; hi« pUce was consequeDtly always behind all 
la. Sometime after dark, however, onrlook- 
A JMO^ g*TS notice of a large ressel on onr stsrbcud 
nnncr. We chortened sail and let her come up pretty 
ckma M Ma wd made the private signal, but no answer wa* 
ret WW *. A* hngtl^ when near enough, we bailed her, hot 
MiR •» Kiw 1 1 An tuder was now giren to stand to (jnats 
twa Mil fnfit far action, not doubting she waa an eneny 
wUcfc heil got among the fleet. The guns were according 
If not vHt Ilia matcbee lit, and every tiling prepared for 
kImb. Sbe afpeared « large ahip, but of what force they 
toM Ml gveee. Again she was hailed, and again ahe dis- 
WpnM it. Oar 6nt lieutenant was now fully convinced 
4^* ««* Mt «MB]r. and pieMled hard with the cu|itain to gtre 
tt» <nti fin. hot the aptato m>d he would hail her win 
i if tlw did not MMwer he would fire. Providen* 
beatd «■ tkk line, and answered it was tlw 
Wlat Af had beea about 1 know not, for we 
~««r> fBiiw MW mA etkw ; aad bad the rcctared our brand- 
iMii ■> WM ibt otanliM Iu4 Jm not tiwn auwend, it it 
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Bost probable slie would have gone down ; at all events t! 
coDseqaences roust Lave be^n awful, for she had the wbo 
of ibe 43il regiment on board, besides her own crew. Oi 
captain certainly censured bim in no very mild tenna foe '1 
leaving his station in tbe rear, and getting to the Tery b 
of the fleet. She was a very lofiy ship, and carried fortj- 
gatts I beliere, and had not less than 1000 men on 
man]' of whom mnst have snilered had we fired ap- 
•Dher. 

A few days thet this we encountered a most li«iiieo- 

dans gale, and came in sight of the English coast, somewhere 

the Lizanl or the Start ; but our master not knowing' 

exactly where he was, we stood oS again towards the Erancfa 

«st. 

The next day the gale was if possible more severe, and the 
jp rolled so mnch that they were afnld her gnns wooM 
;tre«k loose from their lashings, in consequence of which 
spikes were driven in behind the wheels of each gnn- 
to prevent such an accident. In this situation, I 
iw not whether I did not almost wish myself on the 
sy mountains of Galicia again, rnther tban where I wna, 
-•» miserable a sailor am I, and so much do J suffer from 



Tlie fleet was by this time completely scattered, every one 
Biking the best shift be could for himself; some got into 
Fljmonth, some reached Portsmonth, and some, 1 believe, 
fmuulered in the gale, among which, if I mistake not, waa 
■ brig, on board of which my two companies had been fint 
enbarkefl, hut were subsequently removed to the Alfred, 
«nd some of the German Legion, I ibink, put on board her. 
At length we made the Isle of Wight, and subsequently 
T Spithead, which we reached on the Slst, and the next day 
once more on the happy shore of our native Britain. 




Thankful tnileed I ougbt to bare been for the ever iratchfnl 
care of an indulgent and kind Providence, who had Lroagbt 
me safely throug-h the toils and sufferings nnder which eo 
uuuiy more robust and hardy than myself hod sunk; but, klas I 
I bad then no sense of the gratitude due for such unmerit- 
ed favours, and instead of rendering thanks to Him who had 
thus preserved me, 1 entered, with all the eagerness of a per- 
son devoid of reason and religion, into every vice and »en- 
BuaJity that presented itself. I here learnt with sorrow the 
great loss which my fiiends in the £rst battalion bad sus- 
tained, but glad nevertheless that it was not to the extent 
we apprehended, and that none of my particular friends had 
l^en. 

We left Portsmouth, and returned to our old quftrters al 
Hf the, in Kent, passing again on the road my native county 
militia at Battle, in Susse^i, as I did at Bury, on my return 
from Holland ; and truly our appearance on ihia occasion 
was, if possible, more ilcplorable than on the former. How- 
ever, our tattered and worn-out habiliments had the effect 
of inspiring some of my countrymen in that regiment with 
a desire of sharing in the glory, as they termed it, of suffer- 
ing so much in the defence of our beloved country ; and 
they accordingly made up their minds to volunteer into 
our corps the first opportunity that offered, and which tbey 
put in execution that same year, as will be (old hereafter. 
Wh took up our abode in the fomfortablu barracks at Hyihe, 
and immediately set about putting every thing in order, 
and truly much was wanting to fit us again for duty as 
■oldiers. I 
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VoluntHTinf— Farther Promotion— EUnbarks for Portugal, wkh two 
Compwiiaartlic Second Biittallon—Debo>rl[ at Cadiz— Advnnce loth* 
Isli — The Frmch occupf all the adjacent Towiw, except Ca^i and 
the Ills— ConuuDadliig- Spouisb Army— Detochm eat of the AlliMt 
Armj uni round by Gibraltar and Chiclann. lo Intf the Enemy in 
the rear of his vorlu, and compel bim either to fight or abandon 
them — C«menp with a partioDnf the EInemy in the Tieinitj of Veger 
— BraTcry of the Drm«h — The Enemy repu1*ed with great Loaa, bnt, 
from the apathy and mitrondticl of General La Peua. and the Spa. 
nlardi onder hli command, the French are allowed to retain their 
Worin in the viduily of Cadiz. 

Iss April of this year, an order was issued to allow the 
militia regiments to volunteer, for the purpose of dlliug up 
the regiments of the line ; anil I was sent hj- Colonel Beck- 
with (our two battalions being then both at Ilytbe) to 
Kceire those who chose to volunteer from the Northum- 
berltiQil militia before-mentioued, which had now been re- 
■ored to Ipswich. Lieutenant Bectcwith had the charge 
•f our party, but proceeded ineog, to Ipswich, the general 
oriers not permitting officers of the hne to be seeu in the 
'quarters of the militia. Od onr arrival at Ipswich, I had 
tbe pleasure of obtaining the names of thirty fine young 
fcDows, among whom the patriots formerly ineiitioDed of 
course were included. Several other militia regiments in 
this district also gave volunteers to us, ed that in three 
d*yi, from the commencement of the volunteering, we ob- 
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lained upwards of 1 100 men ; and hod we not, by an order 
rrgm the Horse-Guards, been precluded from taking: ■n)' 
more, I doubt not we should have obtained sevenl hun- 
dreds besides, for our regiment alone had near eighty names 
down for us, who were not allowed to enter from the abore 
cttuse. Indeed the Commander-in-Chief, Sir David Dunda^ 
(afterwnrdg our Colonel,) appeared quite a«tonish«d, and 
not well pleased, that we had run away with so many men 
when others wanted thcro so much. He was oblig^, how- 
ever, to grant us a 3d battalion, as we had so many mon 
men than were required to fill up the let and 2d ; and aur 
respected Colonel, Major^enenil Coote Manningham, dying 
about this time of the fiitigue he had undergone in Spain, 
Sir Darid took ns to himself, and became our Coltinel-in- 
Chief, giving the command of the 3d battalion to my re- 
spected (and now lamented) friend and benefactor, Major- 
general the Honourable William Stewart. The Lient«nant- 
folonelcy was given lo Major Norman M*Li?od, our soaior 
Major, and only two or three other steps were givta to tlie 
officers of the regiruent, although it was alone owing U> 
their exertions in obtaining men, and to tlio high chonuMr 
the regiment had acquired, that such numbers had volun- 
teered into it. 

It becomes not me lo censure or criticise the mcMutii 
of government, but I cannot help tliinking that more &tov 
was certainly due to the corps ba h lH>dy. For uiyaalt 1 
ought and must speak with gmtifude, not of tlien^ bnl tS 
that kind Providence which has favoured me fto far, »o my 
far, beyond my deserts, for, on ihe 8th of .lune fuUowingt 1 
was appointed Qanrtermuster of tliu 3d baltaliuni 

Our 1st battalion was again eeut out Ivjoin llie army ia 
I'ortn^, while mine was sent to Urabouruleos lo c^sip 
and drill our new levies. Eveiy exertion was made to tlua 
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oSect, Hid the bstlation wag iioon completed and reai 
fit for Hrrice. Here my irife joined me ttg«in, the child H 1 
wlucit she gave birch in my absence haring- <fied when sir 
meki old. Tim wax the only child the erer had, and it 
tn« perhaps a provideiitial diBpensation, for ^e was ex- 
iKmely delicate, and by no meaoa a bealcliy person, and 
not nnlikety her oflbpring might hare inherited her i 
t^, that is, an affection of the chest. We had only lirad ' 
jl tew moothg together, till another call lor serriee ce| 
ns again. 

n June 1610, we received orden to tend oat to C 
compaDies of my battalion, together with the < 
nding^officer and statf, three othen haring been aln 
it thither in the spring. The melancholy bnnncaB ct j 
^prting with my wife wb« agajn to be gone thnH^ : tmt 
an this occasion I was ^roared by being pennitted to ac- 
company her to London, where, parting fnm her with a 
fceaTy heart. I took my place for Chichester, at whi«li plan 
my detachment would be quartered next day, on their v^ 
to Portsmouth. I omitted to mention, that lientenant- 
colooel Barnard of the Ii^t or Royals, had exchanged with 
Lieutenant-colonel M'Leod some time prerioas, and h* 
coTueqnently was now going out as my comm 
We enihnrked at Portsmouth on the 11th July,* 
lh« Mercnry frigQle, armed en Jlufe, and commanded b^ 
itain Tancock. 

We had a faroitroble passage, and landed at Cadiz on the 
8M> of that month. This city, it may be remembetvd, wm 
badeged at this time by a French army under Marshal 
Victor; consei]uently, when we arrived, we were amnaed 
by seeing immense shells flying from one party to the 
other, bat withoat doing any serions injury to either, the 
di*t«nce being too great to produce any effect of moment. 
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As we came in sight of Cftdiz, the view was moat enchant- 
ing, for the city appeared as if composed of lofty and elegant 
snow-white buildings, apparently rining from the bosom of 
the ocean, for the land on which it is built cannot be Been 
at a distance ; added to which, the numerous and beautiful 
towns about the bay, nnd a little beyond it, rendered it a 
roost delightful scene. On the right was Cadis, with its 
lofty lighthouse, anil its strong sea-walls rising out of the 
water ; on the left was Rota, an apparently neat little town. 
Farther up the bay, on the same side, was Port St Maiy's, 
and beyond that Porto-lteal, botli considerable towns. In 
the centre rises the Isla de Leon, now called St Ferdinand ; 
beyond that Chiclana, composed of the elegant country 
residences of the more wealthy Cadiz merchants ; and, in 
the distance, toirering on the mountains behind, the dazzling 
white town of Medina Sidonia shining in the sun ; indeed 
alt<^ether imagination can scarcely picture to itself a more 
interesting covp-dail, the scene being closed by the lofty 
snow-clad mountains of Rondcu We landed at Cadiz, and 
remained for the night in the barracks situated in the bar* 
rier, on the Uind-side of the town, and which is remarkably 
strong, the fortifications being composed of solid masonry, 
and the barracks all bomb-proof. I su^red dreadfully from 
the myriads of tieas which preyed upon me during the night, 
and was glad when morning appeared. 

We marched next day to the Isla, (be it obserred the town 
is called by that name as well as the island on which it and 
Cadiz are situated,) distant fi^tra Cadiz about seven miles ; 
the island is of a most singular form, tieing about ten 
miles broad at the end ne)i:t the continent, from which it if 
separated by the river Santi Petri ; immediately below the 
town of liila it begins to narrow very rapidly, forming from 
thence to Cadiz nothing more than a narrow sand-bank, in 
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some places not more than a hmidKd janb acnsB, and en 
which s caosewB}' has beea built Ui atnnect the tn> jtlKCL 
We took ap onr abode in the Isia, where the ^uatfa po- 
veninient, such as it vob, at this time reuled : md here I 
witnesaeil the first opening of the SpwnA Cortes in 1610, 
which WB« atteoiled with aU the pomp aad dww of a tmlr 
Roman Catholic people. TV Dnmu and other pompon* 
and brilUant ceremonies marked the event ; indeed, here we 
had an opportnnitj of seeing a great number of the grandee* 
of the Spanish nation, for, as 1 eaid before, the gorcrameBt 
had retired t« this place from Madrid, and most of the conr- 
tiej« and others attached to the gnrenunent had asaemUad 
here, together with the depnlies irom the di&retit pro- 
Tincea ; altogether the scenes we witnessed here were sone- 
dm«s rery imposing. 

The French occapted all the towna belbre named Hve 
Cadiz and Isla, their advanced piqneta being thrawn fimrard 
to near the river Santi Petri, exc^ near the Bridge of L»- 
BZB, which is the oaly conuntmicatian acraas from the idaod 
to the mainland ; here onr pickets were advanced a conaider- 
able distance bej-ond the bridge upon a canf^way on which 
ia the road lending to Seville, tfcroagh a broad salt manh 
on the banks of the river ; it is here abonl two nulec wide, 
and utterly impsesable, except to thow who know the foot- 
p«tb8 across it, being intersected at eterv few paces by deep 
■att-pita or pans. The enemy, an mentioned before, had 
dieir sentries at some parts pretty far into the centre tjf 
this marsh, and there were some fellows in the Spaniah 
service called by the name of " creepere," they obtaining 
their livelihood by kilting sea-fowl and other ■tiimala in thia 
marafa ; and so dextemns were they at this creeping, that 
ihey coold steal npon the birds unperceived, which enabled 
tbem to get them with ease. Sometimes a fellow of thia 
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Awt 

b bird, woulil plang« 

hi ilflrtfo intfttlw hfil iif m iiiiiwuwMrint, T Ii traxrj, 

and Ihtb bn wehetin^ in hi* gore. This mu ■ noble ex- 
floit in that wtiinMMtt, md muia strongly tlie character 
of tfe Spwxiaid, who, initrad to blooti bj ifae frtsjamcf of 
their boD-figlits and <Aher sinulBr«xhihitionft, besitatei not 
udoD if n^ed on br what Le derau his 
ratiy's wroofs ; this inhuman act, of coime, mw 
n the dark. 

*itb this, that on the Christ- 
mas of 1810. it ma report^ tiiat sixteen people had been 
asBBSsinated in Isla alone, on the eTening or nij-ht hidbre ; 
it ia ffcibMe the number maj hare been exaggeiated, but 
the thing was such an almost ererydny oecarrvBtv that it 
1 not to excite the least horror at its atrocity. 1 

n during the Christmas daja 
and I saw stiU lying at the comer of one of the moat fn- 
qnented streets, one of the unhappy Wuig« who had thiu 
jallen. No one seemed inclined to own him : and bis body, 
fool with blood and dost, wss thns pennitted to remain IB 
the public streets without any enquiry being rosde with re* 
xpect to the perpetrator of no foul a deed. In tnith thej 
are, as it were, tnined up to this recklessness of hnmui life 
from their infancy, for in the town of IsU there was a sort 
of oural academy, where a number of boys, from peHiaps 
eight to twelve years of age, were educated : these nrchinf 
were permitted to wear swords, and it is really a8loniBhiii|! 
how desirous they appeared to make use of them, for ihejr 
could scarcely i>rer pass along the streelfl witliotit trying the 
*har]>nc<is of their points upon the harks of pigs or ilu^a, or 
any othc-r nnfnrtunBle onimol that auiie in their way. 
The I'rench uI«o occupied n long low tongue of land which 
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■tntcJiet out into the Buy of Cadiz, taking iU rise from bft- 
tireen Port St Mary's and Porto Real, and extending to 
within about two and a half miles of Cadiz, and about one 
from Panlalis, a fort erected on the island oppofdte the 
^OXremity of this low taague ; this is called the Troodero, 
ince become famous as the field on which the Duke D'An- 
igonleme, and Prince Carignaii of Naples, gained so manj 
honoQTB. On the point of this tongue the enemy's princi- 
JmI batteries were erected, and from theuce they contrived 
OOtttsionaUy, but not olteo, and never with any great effect, 
to throw sheUs into the town of Cadiz. The mortar now 
in St James' Park, called the '• Prince Regent's bomb," was 
CKt &t Serille on purpose lo enable them to re;ich the town, 
ao ordnance of common dimensions being capable of tbrow- 
img a shell ho lar; bnt it did not answer the end proposed, 
«r Kt least the effect expected from it, for it was imagined 
Ij them, that if tlicy could once succeed in throwing shells 
itto the city, the Inhabitants would become so alarmed that 
would compel the military to earrender. This, bow- 
ever, was &r from being realized, although they did throw 
t few in ; but the distance being so great, they were necea- 
IBrily thrown much at random, some of them Ailling short 
eS the town, others flying completely over into the bay near 
the h'gbthouse on the other side, and some few, as I said, 
Ultng in the city, but from which rery few casualties oc- 
eamd,' I am told they were obliged to have the mortar 
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slung in choine at the time of tiring it, the concDsaion Imb^ 
so great as to Jestmy the hed in vhich it was fixed. At 
may be supposed, tliere whs coostant war bettreen our fort 
Pontalis, liefore mentioned, and the enemy's batteriee on 
this point ; in fiict our people had orders to throw a thirteen- 
inch shell every quarter of nn hour, besides the occasional 
firing from the giins and other mortars when any thing ap- 
peared on the opposite side ; and you may be certain the French 
were not behind us in the expenditure of ammunition ; they 
were remarkably fondof firing what are termed sah-os, that is, 
volleys of artillery. On one occasion I happened to be look- 
ing out Irom a high tower near Isla, call the Tore Alto, and 
while all was deep and profound silence, and I happened to b« 
looking: towards the point of Trocadero, in a moment the 
smoke rose from at least 100 pieces of artillery, &tvd by sig- 
nal, and the noise they made was tremendous. Our poor little 
fort of Puntalis appeared almost enveloped in the dust raised 
by the sttiking of the shot, and the smoke from them which 
fell about it, and seemed as if almost deprived of power by 
so sudden and unexpected a salute ; but she began at length 
to return the compliment, although feebly in comparison of 
the tremendous volley she had received. This and such like 
were of frequent occurrence, scarcely a day passing withont 
something interesting taking place. 

To enable us to cope in some measure with the French, 
a large double fortified sea-mortar was brought from Gib- 
raltar, which threw thirteen -inch shells. It was brought up 
to the back of the town of Isla, near some powder ma^K- 
zineg, and an attempt made there to throw some shells over 

Ihat flight, to lltil tFJico llicy buni ihc mlichiaF tbtj accuiMwd WM 
Dcvi-r tti(Duv« ; 1 bdicn not nwn iIud 4buut Ltlf t dnim iadiTiduJ* 
nflntd tnm ibem is all. 
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to the Trocadero. The Sret trial, an empty shell was pot in, 
with not less than thirty-two pounds of powder in the cham- 
ber. On firing it, the shell flew all to atoms, from the vio- 
lent shock occasioned by so great a quantity of powder ; and 
the shell being too weak for that description of mortar, an- 
other was tried filled with sand, to give it more weight and 
solidity : this answered the purpose, for it fell on the land 
on the opposite coaat, but still, from the great range, much 
nncerUunty must naturally attend the practice, and it was 
eyentiully given up. The next day, howerer, we were 
salnled from the opposite side with both shot and shell, the 
French thus showing us that they were better able to play 
U long bowls than we were ; neither, however, did their 
practice continue, for there was nothing- at the point where 
their shot and shells fell to be injured by them, the maga- 
zines before noticed being now empty. 

Od another occasion an attack was made by our people 
on the Trocadero itself, where it was reported the French 
hadgot aconsiderahie niim)>erof lioats, &c.,laid up on shore, 
about halfway between the point and Porto Real ; our folks 
took gun'boatG and boats with rockets, the intention being 
to set fire to the enemy's craft. They accordingly advanced 
ID good style, keeping aa for, however, as possible out of the 
ruge of the French hatterlea at the point, which, as they 
were directed towards Cadiz and Puntalis, could not easily 
bring their artillery to bear upon our boats. They reached 
the place where it was said the French craft was lying, 
tod fired a considerable number of rockets, but without being 
able to effect any thing farther than hmTiing one boat, I be- 
lieve. As they were returning, however, they met the French 
commander, who had been down to the point in a light boat, 
•ih] be, like a breve fellow, determined to mn completely 
the gnantlet rather than return) keeping aa close in shore. 
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bowerer, as possilile. The whole of our gun-boats fired ■! 
him as be passed, and knocked the mter iip about him m 
aU. directions withoat ever once touching bim, although, to 
look at him, one would hare iuiBgined it impossible he could 
escape ; but here the old aoldier's adage was rerified, for 
there was still more room to miss than to hit bim, and be 
sccordioglj escaped scot-free. 

While here, I had a most ample opportunity of closdjr 
tiewing the Spanish arm}-, great numbers being stationed 
in and about the Isla, and great numbers constant]]' comittg 
into and going out of the place, after receiring such cijnip- 
menl ae the g^remment was able to proride for them. Kc>- 
tbing could exceed the hardy and robost appearance of the 
men iu general ; and had they been clothed, appointed, and 
disciplined like either their enemies or their allies, there 
could not have been a finer Boldierr. I cannot, bowerer, 
say so much for their officers ; most of them appeared to be 
utterly unfit and unable to command their men. Those who 
had the means, seemed to thiok of nothing else hut dreasing 
like apes or mountebanks, and intriguing with the wcnoen. 
It was really absurd and ludicrous to see the strange figures 
they generally made themselres. In one regiment alone you 
might have observed more different uniforms than both we 
and the French have in all our armies. One would have had 
on a blue coat turned up with red, with a chaco and a stntighi 
sword) the uniform prescribed for officers of the in&nlry, I 
believe ; the next would hare most likely had on a hussftr 
dress, with an enormous sabre dangling by his tide ; another 
would have had a red coat, a fourtli yellow, u fifth whitCi 
and so on. In short, all the colours of the minbow were 
generally exhibiti'il in the uniforms of one regiment's officon; 
and every one of them appeared to vie with the otlicr who 
could maku the greatest harlequin of himself, whilst tho*e 




of them who were mounted would caper and prance abont 
tlie streets like so many fools, riding with their legs at fall 
■t retch, and the toe of the boot (if they bad one) just toach- 
n^ the stirrup, and drawing ibe reins continually through 
the lingers of their right hand ; and if by any cbance an ape of 
4fais kind came near the window of his dnlcinea, and thought 
-tiwre was a Uketihood of her seeing him, I pitied the poor 
feot-pawengerE who might happen to be near bim, for he 
Woold make his unfortunate Itosinante prance and caper by 
Ae imtnenee long bit in its month, and the pieces of iron in 
the shape of spurs on his (shoes perhaps), till the poor twi- 
like to fall under him. In short, tliey had all the 
fvide, arrogance, and self-su^ciency of the best officers in 
'the world, with the very least of all pretension to have an 
high opinion of themselves : it is true they were not all 
•like, but the majority of them were the most bauglily, and 
kt the none time the most contemptible creatures in the 
■hape of oflScers, that I ever beheld. It woe, therefore, not 
to be expected that the soldiers would or could look upon 
them with that degree of respect and reverence so essential 
to a due maintcnnnce of subordination in an army. 

About the month of February 1811, it was concerted 

between the Spaaish government and General Graham, who 

oommuided ns, to undertake an expedition which shouU 

Und in the ricinity of Gibraltar ; and being there reinforced 

by some troops from that fortress, the whole should more 

forwurd in the direction of Chiclana, and, taking the enemf 

in the rear of his works, compel bim either to nbandon tbem 

Sght a battle. Accordingly, on the 18th of that month, 

I embarke<l on board some small vessels that bad l>een 

ted up for the occasion in the bay of Cadis, and, sailing 

after, ne reached Algeziras, ten miles on this side of 

GihnlUr, and landed there on the 24tb. Our force con- 
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aistPil of a brigiade of artillery, n'itb ten ^uds ; two bi 
of Foot Guards ; the !28th, 67th, and 87th r^iiments ; a 
batloliou ruroposed of Hank companies from Gibraltar ; two 
companies of the 47th regiment, and two of tbe 20th Por 
tiigiie»e regiment, with six companies of our corps and one 
nqnadroQ of cavalry, — in all about 4500 men. The Spanish 
army, under the command of General Lb Fena, (wbo, I>eing 
senior officer, directed the whole,) consieted of two diri- 
Gioos — in all from ten to eleren thousand. We were not 
allowed to take any baggage with us, consequently we could 
rot expect much comfort during the serrice, which was 
expected to be short. The day we landed we bivouacked 
on u height near Algeziras, and the next morning moved 
an towards Tari&, where we remained for that day and tbe 
next, to allow time to get tbe artillery and cavalry hon» 
on shore. Here I observed a strange custom among the 
females of this place, the remains, I apprehend, of the 
Moorish bshion, (which no doubt would continue longer in 
this place than others, it being immediately opposite lo and 
in sight of Africa.) The Spanish women all wear wbu they 
tenn a mantilla, that is, a kind of scarf made of clotfa, gene- 
rally black, which they throw over their heads lengthwiae, 
letting the two ends come over their shoulders, and meeting 
and crossing on the breast, it forms a sort of bead^iims which 
shows only the fiice, and keeps them close and snug abont 
tbe head ; but here, they bring it so far fora-Brd as to com- 
pletely cover tbe fiice, leading nothing but a very small bote 
in front of their lull eye (I think it is), at which they peep 
out, without showing any part of the iace. Colonel Brawn 
of the 28tti, who was then a most wild and eccentric cb»> 
racter, although now I understand completely altered, could 
rot relish this hiding of their beauty by the modest dames 
of Tarifiu All, therefore, that he met in the streets be stop- 
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ped, and made them open the mantiUa, that he might 
have a fair peep at them, to the great ecaiidul of the 
ladies of this still Moorish town, and which, had it boen on 
mn^ other occasion, might have been attended with unplea- 
sant consequences to biiDBelf. 

When every thing was ready we moved forward from 
Tarifn, aad baited for the night on a height about twelve 
miles distant. The next day we reached Casas Vejas, or 
'' Old HoQses," where we bivouacked on a scrubby bill, the 
wekther being very hitter, which we fell in all its force, 
hsring do covering: whatever. Next day we had to cross a 
considerable lake of fresh water, hy a sort of ford which 
crossed it about the middle. We bad started before day- 
light, and, through some mismanagement, did not reach 
this lake till near mid-day, although it was only a few mUes 
distant from our last night's quarters. One division of the 
Spaniards led the column, and another was behind iis, we 
being thus in the centre, as being the least thought of pro- 
bably by our Spanish Commander-in-Chief; for indeed we 
had often heard it said in and about Isla, " what fine-look' 
ing and well-disciphned soldiers the British are I — what a 
pity they cannot fight 1" So thought La Pena, probably ; 
but by two o'clock the first division of Spaniards had not 
near got over the lake, at which the patience of our General 
WW so completely exhansled, that he requested the Spanish 
General to allow him to bring forward the British troops, to 
•how him the way how he and they would act. My batta- 
lion led the van, and were ordered to march straight through 
it without any picking of stops, and to go forward in regular 
sections, one man supporting another. They went in and 
marched right through it, as if it had been plain ground, 
the water taking them generally about mid-deep. The rest 
4>f th« British army followed, and were all through in less 
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tbut bftlf &n hour ; a one-horae cart, ind^. stuck fiM in 
the mitlille of it, from the wheels haying got entangM 
between the krge stoDes at the buttom. Geaeral Grahim 
seeing this, instantly dismounted, and, plunging in, set hb 
shoulder to the wheel, and fairly lifted it dear of the ob- 
struction. 

La Pena, and those about him, ai^er witneseing the ex- 
ample set tbem by oar General and liis troops, seemed reaUy 
■sbamed of their former conduct, and, setting to tn good 
earnest, they contrived to urge their soldiers and officers la 
take the water with more freedom, and befure dark the 
whole army had got over. While we were so long detained 
by the tirsi division of Spaniards getting across, 1, with 
sereral other mounted people, rode forwanl to the fbnli to 
■ecertain the cause of our stoppage for »o long a time. The 
Spaniards were going into the water one at a lime,— ^ere 
one, and there one, — while the creatures of officers were 
making the men carry tbem on their backs. Had the ttbole 
army acted thus, we should not have got over before day- 
light next morning. 

\Micn all were across, nud the columns formetl, we moTtd 
fornanl, and reached the neigbbourbood of Veger, whkh 
stands on a high hill nut far distant from the memoniit 
Cape Tra&lgar. We lulled in an ulive-grovo beloir tlw 
town, and bivouacked for the night ; it was bitter eoLl, ttd 
the troops could find but little wood for firing, which Ih^ 
much needed, from having got so completely wet in crowing 
the lake. 

W^e remained at V^er all th^ next day, and a little afitw 
dark commenced our march. We being now in the neigh- 
liourhood of the enemy, it became necessary to conceal eur 
movements as much as pKsiblu. During the nigrbt ire 
passed the fishing luivn of Conil, and, keeping near the 
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r «OBSt, ire airireil the next moniing on the plain of ChiclanB. 
I quote from our General's dispatch, as it states the thinp 
in a mQch more clear and satigfiurtorf manner than I coald 
do. He says, — " After a night march of sixteen hours 
JroiD the camp (bivouack) near Veger, we arnTed on the 
morning of the 5th on the low ridge of Barossa, ahoiit four 
miles from the Santi Petri river. This height extends 
inland aboat a mile and a half, continuing on the north the 
nctenfitve healhy plain of Chiclana. A great pine-forest 
Kkifts the plain, and circles round the height at eome dis* 
taace, tenninatiog down towards Santi Petri, the interrae- 
diBte ap«u;e between the north side of the height and the 
&re8t being uneven and broken." 

The two Spanish divisions had preceded us, who, after 
having rested a while on the plain, moved down towards 
the Santi Petri, where a bridge waa to be thrown over hy 
the troops in the Isla de Leon, and thus open a commHni- 
cktion between the two armies, that is, between those inside 
tHo island and U6. 

The General goes on to say, — " A well-conducted and 
•nccecafal attack on the rear of the enemy's lines, near 
Santi Petri, by the vunguard of the Spanish army under 
Bngadier-general Ladrizahel, having opened the commu- 
nication with the Igia de Leon, I received General La Penn's 
directionH to move down from the position of Barossa to 
diat of the Torre de Bermesa, about half-way to the Santi 
Petri river, over which a bridge had lieen lately estahlislied. 
This latter position occupies a narrow woody ridge, the 
ri|-bt on the sea-cliff, and the left &lling down to the Al- 
maaxa creek, on the edge of the marsh ; a hard sandy beach 
giTcs an easy conununication between the western points of 

■ lliese two positions. 

i' My dirision being halted on the eastern slope of the 
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Barossa heig'ht, was marched about twelve o'clock throngb 
the wood towards Bermesa, (cavalry patrols having pre- 
Tioualv lieen sent towards Cbiclana, without meeting- with 
the enemy.) On the march I received notice that the 
enemy hod appeared in force on the plain, and wa-t advan- 
cing towards the heig-hts of Barossa. As 1 consiilcreid that 
position as the key of Santi Petri, I immediately counter- 
marched, in order to support the troops lefl for its defence; 
and the alacrity with which this mana;n.vre was execntedi 
served as a favourable omen. It was, however, impomible, 
in such intricate and difficult gronnd, to preserve order ill 
the columns, and thore never was time to restore it entinly. 
But before we could get ourselves quite discntangLed from 
the wood, the troops on the Barossa hill were seen retuni- 
iog from it, while the enemy's left wing was rapidly ascend- 
ing. At the same time his right wing stood on the plain, 
on the edge of the wood, within cannon-shot. A retreat in 
the &ce of surh an enemy, already within reach of the easy 
communication by the sea-beach, must have involved the 
whole alllcil army in all the danger of being attacked ilnring 
ilie unavoidable conftision of the different corps amviog on 
the narrow ridge of ficrmesn nearly at the same time. 

" Trusting to the known heroism of British troops, re- 
gardless of the numbers and jKnition of the enemy, an im- 
mediate attack was detern)ined on. Major Duncan soon 
opened a powerful Imttery of ten guns iu the centre. Bri- 
gadier-gcnetul Dilkes, with the brigade of Guards, Lieo- 
tenant-colonel Brown's (of the 28lh) flank battalion, LiM- 
lenant-colonel Norcott's two companies ofthe2driBe coipt, 
and Major Aclicsoii. with a pan of the 67tli, (wparatod tnm 
tho ivgiment in the wood,) formed on the righL 

" Colonel Wheately's brigade, (insisting of Uw SStk. 
fl7th, and 87th,) with three companies t>( the ColdrtTWBl 
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Gnar^i nuiler Licnteo ant-colonel Jackson (gepareted like- 
wise from his battalion in tlie wood), and Lieulenant-colo- 
nel Bamiird's flank battalion (being two companies 47th, 
two ditto 20th Portugese, and four of third battolion 95th) 
fenncd on the lett. Aa soon as the infantry was thns haa- 
tflf got together, the guns advanced to a more &vourable 
pasitkio, and kept up a destructive fire. The right wing 
proceeded to tbe attack of General Ruffin'e division on the 
lull, while Lieutenant-colonel Barnard's flank liattalion, 
and Lieutenant -colonel Bnsh's detachment of the 20tli 
Portuguese, were warmly engaged with the enemy's tinil- 
leure on our left. 

■■ General Laval's division, notwithstanding tbe havoc 
made by Mnjor Duncan's battery, continued to advance in 
reiy imposing masses, opening his fire of musketry, and 
WW only checked by that of the left wing. The left wing 
now adrtnced firing-. A most destruclivo chtirg-e, by the 
three companies of tbe Guards and tbe 87tli regiment, 
ni|iportv<d by all the remainder of the wing, decided the 
deltBt of General Laval's division. 

" The eagle of the 8lb regiment of light infiintry, which 
•offered immensely, and a howitzer, rewarded this charge, 
■nd remained in possession of Major Gongh of the 87tli 
regiment. These attacks were zealously supported by Colo- 
nel BilsoQ with tbe 28th regimc^nt, and Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Preroat with n part of the 67th. A reserve, formed 
beyond the nnrrow valley, across which the enemy was 
dotely pursued, next shared the same fate, and was rooted 
the same means. 

" Meanwhile, the right wing was not less snccesafuL 

le enemy, confident of success, met General Dilkes on 
ascent of the hill, and tlie contest was sanguinary ; but 
aodannted perseverance of the brigade of Guards, nf 
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Lieiitenant-rolonel Brown's battalion, and of Lieotcnuit- 
colonel Noreott's and Mujor Acheson's detachments, orer- 
rame every olistacle, and Geneml RiiJGn'a division was driven 
from the heights in confusion, leaving two piM-es of c«nnon. 

" No expreKsions of mine conld do justice to the conduct 
of the troops throughout — notliing less than the almoet un- 
paralleled exerlionB of erery officer, the inrincible bnrery 
of every soldier, and the most determined devotion of the 
honour of his Majesty's arms in all, could have achieved 
this brilliant snccess against such a formidable enemy, m 
posted. In less than an hour and a half from the com- 
mencement of the action, the enemy was in full retrcMt. 
The retiring divisions met, bnltod, and seemed inclined to 
form ; a new and more advanced position of onr artiUery 
quickly dispersed them. The exhausted state of the troops 
made pursuit impossible, A poaition was taken up on iht 
eastern side of the hill ; and we were strengthened on our 
right by the return of two Spanish raiments, that ha^i 
been attached before to my division, but which I had left 
on the bill, and which had been ordered to retire. 

" An eagle, six pieces of cannon, the General of Division 
Ruffin, and the General of Brigade Roueseau, wounded and 
taken ; the Chief of tlie Staff, General Bellegarde, and 
aide-de-camp of Marshal Victor, and ihe colonel of the 
8th regiment, with many other officers killed, and several 
woiLnded and taken prisoners, the field covered with lh« 
dead bodies of the enemy, attest that my confidenre in 
this division was nobty repaid. The animated charges of 
the 87th regiment were toast conspicuous. Lieuleiuuil- 
rolonel Barnard, (twice wounded,) and the oflicers of his 
flank-battalion, executed the duly of skirmishing iii iulvanc« 
with the enemy in n masterly miinnrr ; uod were ably 
•ecnnded by Lieutentint-Colonel Bush, of the 20th Pona- 




gnese, who (likewise twice wouniled) fell into the enemy'i 
hands, but was at^erwanls rescii^." 

Tlie dispatch contains many more acknowlenigmentat 
which, a£ they have no coonexion with my namtive, I 
omitted. 

beg- DOW to make ench remarks and obgerratione as 
Bay tend to throw light upon the different parts of the 
fbreg'oing' dispatch. 

The two Spanish battalions alta<:hcd to onr dlviuon, to- 
gether with Lieutenant- colonel Brown's Sank-hattalioD, 
were left upon the height of Barossa, when we moved down 
iaXa the wood, in order to secure that position till we had 
poGseesed ourselves of the height of Berniesa ; hut we had 
not left the plain more than half an hoar, I think, and 
dcAcended into the wood, till an officer came galloping after 
tu, saying the French had debouched from the wood, and 
were moving on to the high ground in our rear, and had 
attacked the troops left there for Ita defence. Orders were 
instantly given us to countermarch, aai to get on (o the 
|dain and into action as soon as possible. In coming about, 
one of the guns got entangled with a pine-tree ; there was 
no time to disen|>Bge it, and setting to with the whip, they 
pushed the horses forward, and tore np the tree completely 
by the rootK, although one of considerable size. I thought 
(as our General says) it appeared a good omen, and that a 
trifling obstacle would not be allowed to impede their 
mreer. 

When we reached the plain, and perceived the enemy, 
i a finer sight present itself. They were mancen- 

iag on the high ground before us ; and as Home says, 

" The UD ibrj gained, md moving on iD top, 
Of mm tbu mortal uh, towuring, thrj KCiMd ' 
Aa boM mgdie, did in bonun^; irau." 
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Those immediately in front of my battalion were the &med 
Sth reg:iineDt, and consisted of two bottoliooB of 700 mra 
each ; one was composed of grenadiere, and the other of 
voltigreuTB, or light inbntrj. The grenadien had long 
waviDg red plumes in their caps, at least a foot in length : 
while the light infantry had feathers of the same lengtli 
and make, hut green, with yellow tops. The whole of the 
French army had on their best or holyday suits of dolbing, 
with their arms as bright as silrer, and glancing in the ton 
as they moved in column, gave them really a noble and 
martial appearance. We had no sooner cleared the wood 
than we incLned to our left, and went immediately at tliem. 
Major Duncan's guns commenced playing upon their co- 
lumn the moment he could get a clear piece of ground. 
The two companies of the 47th, nttached to roy battalion, 
were taken to cover and remain with the guns. Our peo- 
ple extended as we went up the bill, the Portuguese rap- 
porting us in the rear ; and in a very short time we trere 
hotly engaged with the fellows with the beautiful grcra 
feathers, many of which fell on the ground in a short time. 
As we advanced, the hatlnlions to our nght and in iw of 
us got formed in line, and moving forward in fine stylo, 
took vp stronger ground in advance; the guns in the ccnti* 
nlso moving onward, iiud causing dreadful havoc in tka 
enemy's ranks. 

Early in tlie action my horse was killed, l>eing that ai 
the head, which Imll, hod his head not stopped it, would [n 
all probobihty have entered my body. He fell like « ctonob 
I then went on and joined the ranks, and finding a rijle of 
a man that had just lallen, (poor little Croudace's sernot, 
who afterwards fell himself,) I took a few shots at tbein in 
revunge for my horse. At this time the grenadier bnttalioD 
of the 6th, with their waving red plumes, hcgan to advance 
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Hnmn, the dnims beating: all the time the peu dt 
\ey were supported by other columns in their 
r with one, the French 54th, whith they Kent 
O the vooti to try to turn onr left. The 8th advanced, 
P Botwithetanding the galling- (ire kept up by our people and 
ke Portuguese, every shot almost of which must have told, 
m they were in a solid body, not more than from 100 to 
I J60 yurds' distance. Onr people were of course compelled 
Ito give way to this imposing column, when the regiments 
I our right and in our rear, opening out upon them t 
^deslmctive tire, and the 87th and Guards immediately after 
■attacking them with the bayonet, their rout and diecomfi- 
re was complete. The 8th, which sufTered moGt, and 
Hn whom the eagle was taken, never yet got into line — 
T did they intend, I believe — but advanced ae a solid body, 
I {«Ccasioii&lly firing from their front,) till, coming in Cod- 
t with the regiments above mentioned, and in this state 
eceiving the charge, thetr loss was excessive, for they 
d not get away. I understand, when the 87th charged, 
Enstgn ifeogh of that regiment made the first attempt to 
wrench the eagle from the officer who carried it ; but in so 
doing be was run through by several of those who sup- 
part«d it, and fell lifeless to the ground. Sergeant Maa- 
tenon of that regiment then dashed at it, and was more 
Ibrtuiute, he ioccecding in securing it. I understand there 
vac some dispute between them and the Guards, who 
durg^ed at the same time with the 87ib, to whom it pro- 
perly belonged ; but I imagine the 87th must have been 
the captors, for Sei^ant Masterson soon niter received a 
(xn&iQtssion for his gallantry, and is now a captain in that 
n^ment. 

The 54th, the French regiment, which had been sent 
iato Uie wood to turn onr left flank, by some means got 
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Biem, with bisEpectades od, crying ant as the balls whistled 

Que beUtt musira !" what <!elightfu) miisicr Poor 

iWjheificl not ride there many minutes; for, being within 

y short distance of the enemy's tirniUears so conspica- 

m object, it wbh not to lie expected he could escape. 

e died a few days after the action. 

Colonel Barnard, my commandant, (now Sir Andrew,) 

ml the middle of the action, received a severe wonnd, 

i was borne away to the rear. Whilst the surgeon wm 

\g him, another shot struck him, and inflicted, I be- 

R worse wonnd than the former. The horses of my 

dion suffered greslly in proportion to their numbers. 

Wb bad only fonr in the field, two of which. Major Ross'i 

n, were killed, and Colonel Barnard's wounded ; 

hly the adJDtant's escaped with a whole skin. Indeed there 

a scarcely an officer or soldier in the action that h&d not 

m&rks of shot al>out him. Tbe caps of the tall guardsmen 

were riddled as it were ; while tbe greater part of tbe ene- 

I iny's shot passed over our httle fi^Uows, who were both too 

■ JKBT them, and too low for their fire. I may remark on this 

Iffflbject that the French generally fire high, but here I 

* diink unusnally so ; for, after a considerable ijnandty of 

amnttinition bad been expended by my battalion, it became 

my duty to look out for a fresh supply. I Bccordingly 

posted off to the rear, where I expected to have found Bom6 

males which bad been attached to us, with ammunition on 

ibeir backs ; but on my way thither, the ground was actually 

ploughing up on all sides by the enemy's large shot, and their 

musket-balls fiUhng very thick ; so mudi bo, that some of 

Otir mules far to the rear had been wounded, and the otben 

liad dispersed. Hence also the second wonnd which my 

gallant commander received, where he ought to have been 

completely out of danger. Some ammuiiition for our rifles 
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wa$, however, found in a one-horse cart belonging to th? 
artillen', and out of it those wboee ammnsition ws« ex- 
pended were rrplenuhed. But during my absence to the 
rear, the gallant and decisive charge had l«en made ; and 
when I again reached the front, I perceived the enemy's 
colnmns in full retreat, covered by the remainder of their 
li^bt troops, closely followed by some of my people, '(he 
retreat was accordingly sounded to recall them from the 
pursnit, and our brave and Tictorious little army cheered 
tlie enemy aa hia beaten and disheartened columos left the 
field. 

Immediately after our army began to move off towards 
the Islo, our General being, aa 1 understood, so ranch esu- 
perated with the apathy evinced by the Spanish Genccsl, 
that he would no longer co-operate with bim, and conse- 
quently drew off our troops into the Isle of Leon. My bat- 
talion, however, was destined to remain on the field all night 
to protect the numerous wounded from any marauderg, or 
small parties and cavalry patrols of the enemy, which might 
happen to retnm. However, not n Frenchman mode his 
apjieanince there again that night. When it was deter* 
rained to ^tithdmw the British army. Major Duncan, with 
great humanity, (approved of course by our excellent 
General,) cost off from the artillery-carriages ail the spare 
ammunition, in order to make room for afi many of oar 
wounded oHicers and soldiers as those carriages could ac- 
commodate, and thus a coneidemhle narabor of them wera 
can-ied from the field immediately. 

After they had left us, and my battalion was still stand- 
ing in front of the position last occupied by our troops, all 
having retired but ourselvee, and it now began to draw 
towards night, and we were preparing to move off, an ini' 
fortunate French sergeant attracted our notic«. Poor fel- 
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law, be bvl lieen shot in the small of the back, and (on 
our Bnrg«oii enomiDbg' him) pronouncetj to he mortally. 
He appe&Fed to be a man above forty, and apparently a 
rel^nn, who had fought many a hard field ; and was, J 
think, one of the most respectable-looking men of his class 
that I have seen. ^Mien he saw us preparing to leave him 
lo his b.t«, the expression of his countenance became the 
most piteous and beseeching imaginable ; imploring ua in 
French not to leave him there to perish. My heart bled 
for liim : but unhappily we had no means of removing him, 
bad there even been a hope of his recovery. When he saw 
that his fiite was inevitable, he crawled in the best manner 
he was able to a broken ammunition -box, and raising him- 
•elf on his knees, supported by it, besought that Being who 
Berer casts oiit the cry of the unfortunate, and who, I eia- 
ccfRty hope, imparled to him that strength and comfort 
which bis unhappy circnmstuices so gn^tly reijuired. I 
doubt not he was a sincere Christian ; never shall 1 forget 
the Jmprmsion his unhappy iate made on my mind. To be 
Uh in solitude and darkness on this blood-stained heatb, 
with llie prospect of his own certain death before his eyes, 
and withunt any to comfort him in his last agony, must 
indeed have been a severe trial to his fortitude. Would 
lo God I conld have relieved bim ! His case was not ain- 
gaUrt it is true ; but none ever presented itself to my view 
imder mch truly affecting circumstances as this unhappy 
retentn's did. 

After dark, my battalion retired over the field where the 
thickest of the ilcaJ and wounded were streweil, and many 
were the dying groans which struck upon our ears, as we 
'raversed this bloody field; but, except these groans, no 
Eound was heard, where lately the din of arms bad been 
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lond and fierce, and where war bad raged in &11 its f\ay i 
till coming: to ttie bouse upon tbe Bea-beech, where manjr 
of tbe wounJed bad been collected, wp were fonned into 
square on a gHnd-bill uear it, and in this position rested on 
our arms fur tbe remainder of tbe nigbt. On our way 
from the front, ive passed not far from where my horse had 
fallen ; and as saddlery was si-arce at Cadiz, I tboaght it 
would be prudent to try to recover that on which I had 
been riding. I found it ; but my horse having fallen with hie 
back inclined to the front, it was perforated by shot in five 
places, and the tree was broken. However, I disengaged 
it, and giving it to one of the men, whose rifle I oirried in 
return, 1 got it safely into Isla. 

About twelve at night, poor General Rousseau died, a 
cannon-shot having carried away the greater port of the 
flesh of one of bis thighs ; and as no other troops were 
near, the task of paying bim tbe last sad duty devolved upon 
me. I went to the bouse aforesaid, and procured a shovel 
or a spade, and dig^ng a hole in the sand by tbe Ugfat of 
tlie moon, his body was depo»ite<l, where it in all prababi* 
lity will remain till tbe last trumpet shall summon it to 
rise. Poor drunken Gilles, one of the men 1 bad employed 
on tbe occasion, pronouneed tbe only service as be was 
committed to tbe dust, which was, "God rest his sooir I 
indeed sincerely hope so. Poor Itoiisseau had been a noble 
solilier ; in his pocket was found a leave which he had ob- 
tained to return to Frunce on account of ill health ; but In 
the prospect of tbe approaching action he had delayed his 
departure, and thus fell a victim as it were to his patrioUsm 
and his sense of honour. He was miblary governor of Xen« 
de la Frontera, from whence we have our wine called Sher^, 
u corruption of Xeres. He was a small blender person, and 



■fpamtiy had suffered greatly from ill health. Dnring 
%he night some Spanianis were sent inlo the field to look 
tar uid tiring olf the guns we had talceu, which they did. 

As it approached towards morning. Major Ross, 
•U was qaiet, mored us off ly the Iieaeh towards our foifrV 
ner quvlere ; and passing over the position of Bermesi,1 
vhtch the Spaniards still occupied, and crossiDg the Santt 
Petri by the lately erected bridge, we returned weary and 
hungry to La I^la, and where our fiiends received ua once 
9g»B with great cordiality. If my reader is not tired of thjl'J 
•abject, I would jiist beg to draw his alteution for a n 
neat to the circuniBlancps attending this action. The Frent 
troops were at least 7300 (some say 8000) strong, well" 
'dothed and appointed, and apparently well fed, and fresh 
!from their cantoiimentx, none of thera probably baring 
vnrched more than four miles. They were some of the best 
in the French service, and commanded by one of Bona- 
pkrte's ablest generals, a marshal of France, Victor, Duke 
«f Belluno. They occupied a fine position, having the groond 
oonplelely at their choice ; while we did not muster n 
Hmui 4500 at most. We had been marching for sixtee 
euccessirely through the night over bad roads ; 

a manner by surprise, we came out of tJ 
ilh the enemy, broken and disjointed, and n 
ly hurried into action. 

nie French fought desperately ; for when their maraud 
iag columns came down upon us with an intrepidity Beid< 
in the French army, and opening out their heavy a: 
iictive fire, my heart quaked within me for the safety 
flf onr little army, and the honour of our country, for I 
ttiongbl it would be imposfiible to resist them. However, 
Ae Biendy valour of oar troops repelled the ossailantB, aai, , 
toldiig advantage ot their proximity, chsi^ged oa h 




Elated, laA <«niple4elT or^rthreir tliem. It ii 
General GnhMD ap, tiut oS mtut Lave done tlteir ilutjr 
on tliis oceasioo ; DOtwithstaailing, we may sing' witli emt 
ptoprietT. " Son nobis, Domine" — " Nol onto us, O Lonl. 
bnl DDto thr name be the pnise ;" for it is certaia we miut 
hare been speciallj &Toiipeil br a kind Proridence, or it it 
impo^ble we could hare gained tueh a victory under so 
many and so great disadvantages ; for never was rictory 
more complete. In less than three Loure from tlte fiist 
gUmpse we had of them as we deboucheil from the wood, a 
Frenchman was not to be seen in all the lield, Bar« th* 
nnmeroue killed and wounded. 

Although our General did not bsv any thin^ in his pob- 
lic dispatch of the abominable conduct of La Pena, no doubt 
be stated truly in his priiale information Low tU that Gent- 
ral had behaved: for he and the 10,000 or 11,000 Spanlanls 
he had with him remained within two miles of the field of 
action, quiet and passive spectnlors of the scene. Without 
makin^one effort to support ns had webeen l>eaten,or to lak* 
advantage of the victory should we gain it { and tha coMe- 
quence was, the French retained their ground and works bj 
which they inrested Cadiz and La Isla, whereas, had b* 
made the slightest movement daring or after the 6ght, tbay 
would have all gone off, and the siege would hare beta 
raised, for it is evident they contemplated and were prepa* 
red for this, the soldiers having each three or four days' 
bread in bia possession. 

A considerable number of other officers besides Generali 
Huffin and Rousseau were taken. Ruffin was wounded in the 
neck by a rifle-shot, which touched the spinal marrow, de- 
priving him of the use of his limbs. Hu was soon aAnr 
embarked for England, but died as he came within sight of 
the Isle of Wight. He was an immense and a fiac-lookiDg 
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man, about six feet two inches or six feet three inches high, 
and ate eDonuonsly. He every day receired a mess from 
oar General's table. The other officers also were treated 
with the greatest politeness and attention, dining first at 
one regimental mess, and then at another. They were fully 
•enaible of the kindness shown them, and expressed them- 
mItcs Tery grateful. They were afterwards sent to Eng- 

I cannot omit here noticing the high estimation in 
which General Graham was held by every ofBcer and sol- 
dier of this little army. I may tnily say, he lived in their 
mffections ; they not only lookeii up to him nith confidence 
u their commander, but they esteemed and respected him 
aa their firm friend and protector, which indeed he always 
showed himself to be. 

In oil my fighting I never was in an action where the 
s of death were so numcrons as in this ; and I may 
, I nerer was in an action where I was less prepared to 
die. It is therefore of the Lord's mercies that he spared me 
k^I hope, for good at last. 
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Wk remained at Ida tJU June, witbont any thing of iffl- 
poitonce occurring, but at this time I was brought ni|;h to 
death's door hy the bursting of n bloodresgel in the huigl. 
I n-BS so til that it was deemed necessary to send me horn 
for change of air, it being esceedinglf hot at this time at 
Isk. I was accordingly removed to Cadiz to wwt for lh« 
first ehip returning to England, and while there I suffered 
greatly, not Iteing able to lie down in I>cd. Howerer, be- 
ibre a vessel could bo bad. an order was received for mjr 
battalion to proceed to Portugal, and uur esietMnal com- 
mander was likewise onlered to proreeil to thut country. A* 
I felt myself somewhat better, I obtained permission to ac- 
company mr battalion to I'ortugul, and I acconlinglj em- 
barked with it at Cadix on (he 30th of that month, on hovd 
a transport, the name of which I forget. General Gtvham 
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intended to bave gone in a 50 gun ship that was leaving that 
port for England, he being to be left at Lisbon in passing. 
He sent an uide-de-canip on board lo prepare for his recep- 
tion ; but he tnet with such treatment while on board, as 
induced the General to alter bis plan and go in a frigute, on 
board which some of oiir people were emlwrked. It is said, 
that after iheaide-de-camp had been shown the accommoda- 
tion, the captain intimated to him, that it was expected the 
military officers would always keep on the leeward side of the 
qnarter-ileck. The windward side on board a man -of- war ie con- 
sidered the most hononrable, therefore this was in fact put- 
ting the General beneath himself. He sutFered, however, for 
bia ill-timed aaaumption of Euprumacy, for there was a quan- 
tity of Bpecje at Cadiz which was to be transported at the 
nine time for the use of the army in Portugal, and which 
ms intended to hare gone in the ship with the General ; but 
nfter this reception of his aide-de-camp, and the imperious 
fionditioD attached to his going in this ship, he went on 
board the frigate with his suite, and took the money with 
him, thus depriving bim of a considerable premium for its 
tmtaport, to which he would have been entitled hud the 
Gnteral gone with him. lie, however, being the senior olB- 
«er, we were all put under bis charge, save the frigate 
before mentioned, and we were greatly annoyed by him 
during oar passage, which our master said he prolonged in 
looking out for American merchantmen, there being then 
■n kppeannce of war between the two countries. They 
iud he actually detained one or two which left Cadiz when 
we did, and that he fired Bmall arms into them to bring 
tbem to, although war had not been declared. One day 
during the passage be marie a signal to the transports which 
»B did not immediately perceive. We were astonished at 
tke report of a gun, and at the same time a cannon-shot 
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whizzed pest oar rigging. This is not, I believe, customary, 
a blank gun being genemlly fired first, and «hen nothing 
else will do, a ehot a-head of the resEel, bnt he appeared nal 
to stand on any ceremoDy. 

Vi'e were glad when the voyage was over, it contutniiif 
tram the 30th June to the 19th July, althong-h three or fW 
days only is the usual time. 

We landed at Lisbon, and immediately set abODI prepa- 
ring for our journey up the country to join the army ; but 
Colonel Barnan) having received letters respecting theMt- 
tlement of our late Colonel (General Manningham's) nffiurs, 
whiL'h could uot be easily arranged without my pretmce, 
determined to send me home for the purpose, with a pro- 
mise, however, that I should immediately come out i^n. 
I accordingly embarked oo board the same transport iritfa a 
ship lull of all kinds and descriptions of people, tick and 
wounded, and lame and lazy ; such a motley group I have 
seldom seeu. Our paymaster also returned home with bk, 
and liesides him I did not know a person on board. 

We had a long and tedious passage, not reaching Potto- 
mouth till the S7th August, although we embarked oa tba 
1st of that month. When we entered the chops of the CfauH 
iiel, there was a considerable swell in the sea. Our mMta*, 
for some purpose or other, bad got up from the hold a small 
quantity of ballast (gravel), which was laid upon the qow" 
ter-deck. A fine stout young Irishman, an officer on board, 
• came up the companion, and seeing the b«llii«t lying tbem 
asked where it come from. 

" Why, don't you see," says ibe master, " how rrmgh tb« 
BM id 7 it has been washed up from the bottom and thiuwii 
upon tlio deck." 

The llibemian seemed quite astonished at the effect of 
the swell, but believed the story with all the gimple>licBrl«d 
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credr^ty of a Johany-raw, as the soldiers term a. young 
and iDexp«rienced soldier. Our payioaster was a tittle of a 
gonrniajicl, and having for some time been depriFed oftux- 
ories, detenniued to indulge a little now we had come to 
the land of plenty. On onr ruad, therefore, to London, (he 
and another officer and myself posting it,) we stopped at 
Godalming fur dinoer; he would needs have a carj), which 
he happened to see in a pond in the garden, made ready for 
OBT dinner. It was prepared according to his request, and 
with it and other good things we contrived to iare pretty 
well ; althongh, according to my taste, a &esh herring would 
hare been preferable. But lo, and behold I when the bill was 
called for, the awfiil sura of half a guinea for the carp wsa 
added to the other items of the dinner, which amounted to 
fnite enough withont it. To remonstntte would have been 
Welene ; we therefore paid the bill and set off, determined to 
be more economical in future. 

I passed through London, and reached the depot of my 
battalion, then stationed at Ashford in Kent, where, aAer 
haTlng arranged the business for which I had been sent bomei 
I obtained a three months' leave of absence to visit my na- 
tive place, where I arrived, thank God, in a mnch improred 
•late of health, and where I found all my frienda and con* 
nexions as well as could be expected, and no douht happy 
to see me. 

About the middle of November of the same year, I start- 
ed once more for foreign service, and embarked at PortB- 
■Bouth for Lisbon on the 22d of that month, on board a 
small brig heavily laden with corn for the army in Portu- 
gal. We remained some time wind-bound, but at length 
got to sea and proceeded on our voyage, but shortly after 
the wind headed ng and began to blow very fresh. We were 
ifore compelled to run for the Race of Portland, where 
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we came to ucluir. Bat the wind coming more furoarable 
in a da; or two, we weighed agftin, eml got as far on our 
TojTBge u oppaeile Toriisy ; Init bere iigain tlie niml roming 
foal, we wpre obligeil to enter the lay uid drop anchor ogsin. 
We were detained here ■ good iubdt ilays, during which I 
went ashore with another officer, nho w-aa ou board with 
me, and indulged in some Devonshire clotted cretun at 
firixham. 

In about a week we again started, aud got abont half waf 
across the Bay of Biscay, when a licavy gale oTerluok OS, 
and in which we lost a considerable portion of our qoarter- 
hulwurks (1 think they are called). Indeed, from the brig 
being HO heavily Lulen, the water being within a very little 
of her gunwale, she did not weather the beaTT seas which 
■tnick her very well, for during ihe night one rame dean 
Oter her, partly filling the csbin where we lay with water; 
and I onii I had considerable apprehension for our tafetj', 
which I believe was pretty universal on board. It pleased 
Him, however, who rulelh over all things, to bring Ut 
through the gale without further injury, although we ap- 
peared next morning in a very shattered condition, and after 
a few more days' sailing, we reached tbc Tagus, and landed 
at Lisbon about the middle of January 1812, and imme- 
diately commenced equipping fora ounpuign with the arm; 
which was at this time besieging Ciudad Uodrigo. I had 
to pnrcbase a riding-horse and a mule to carry my baggsge, 
and a great deal more of essential requisites to pnable me to 
do my duty in the Held ; and to say truth, I had not, by my 
mennE, snHicient funds to meet these considerable expen- 
aoB, and was consequently forced to borrow, and glad enongfa 
to find u friend who could and would lend me enough for 
the occasion. And bere I cannot but remark, that it seemed 
peculiarly hard on junior officers, on thur taking the field, 




lie eompella] to furnish oil Ibis equipment at their a 
'^Bpense. I have known sererol who did not recover from 
ibe debt tliey thus Jncurreit (could ihey find a friend, m I 
did, (o lend them what they wanted) for a considerable time 
kfter they had joine<l the army ; nay, 1 believe some never 
recovered it, and the persona who were kind enough to 
oblige them lost gevernl lai^ sums in this manner. In mj 
own cue, I know, I was most wofully put to it to nise tt j 
rnfficieocy for this purpose ; and many, I know, harebecoi ' 
compelled to tuke the field without the necessary eqnip- 
neDt to render them efficient. They were thus of little ser- 
irice to the army for a considerable time after joining, and 
many of them were obliged to leave it again, after striving 
to do their duty, inatleijuaiely provided with the conrenien- 
CC8 and comforts requisite to enable a man to bear up against 
tiie fatigues he had to encounter. It stmck me as but just, 
^and in this opinion I am not singnlar, that all officers who 
ire not Eufficient pay and allowances to enable them ta 
provide themselves with the means of transport, on^ht to 
be fnmisbed in the first instance at the public expense, and 
tben be afterwards obliged to keep them in a fit state fiir 
Mrvic« at their own. 

I set out from Lisbon soon after, and joined my regiment, 
whicli was one of those that formed the light division, and 
found them cantoned in the neighbourhood of Rodrigo, that 
fortress having fallen some days previous to my arrival. I 
Iwd not been many days nith the regiment till the divisioa M 
was assembled at a village called Itueru, on the banks of Aft4 
Azavo, to carry into execution the sentence of a genenl 
court-martial, before which seven men of the division had 
been arraigned for Jesertion to the enemy, they having been 
in Rodrigo at the capture of that place. They were 
kof coarse all fonnd guilty, as they were taken as it were out 
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of the enemy's ronlcs, and never attempled to plead not 
guilty ; but tbey bud snld in palliation of their beinouB crime, 
tint tbey were forced to desert from want of food and cloth- 
ing ; indeed ibe army bad not been so well supplied for a 
short while previously, as they had been accustomed to, but 
there never wrs any thing like want. I nnderetood the 
dotbing also was getting bad, but the men could not be got 
up the country for w^nt of transport, and Ibey nere no 
worse ofTtbantbeir comrades. Indeed, from all 1 could leam, 
they bad acted in a most diabolical manner ; for at the at- 
talk of the breaches in assaulting the place, they were dis- 
tinctly heard crjing out to one another, " Now here comes 
the bgbt division ; let us give it tbeDi, the rascals," or some- 
thing to that efTect, and bad, it is soii), done more injury to 
the assailing party than twice their number of Frenchmen. 
Death of course was tbeir sentence, and now the wretched 
victims of delusion were to atone with their lives for one of 
ihe greatest crimes known in the criminal code of the annr. 
The division nas formed into three sides square, on a 
plain in front of the village, the graves of tbe hapless beings 
occupying a part of the fourth face of the square. ^\'hen all 
wtts ready, and n firing party from eoch regiment had been 
formed in tbe centre, ibe provost-marsbal went to the 
guard-tent, where tbe prisoners were in waiting, to conduct 
them to the place of execution, Tbey soon after appeared, 
poor wretches, moving towards the square, with faces pale 
and wan, and with all tbe dejection such a situation is cal- 
culated to produce. Their arms had been pinioned one by 
one OS tbey came out from the guard-tent, and all being 
ready, the melancholy procession advanced towards the cen- 
tre of the square. The proceedings of the conrt which tried 
them, together with the sentence, and the approval of tbe 
Commonderof the Forces, was read by the Assistant Adju- 




knt-gmenl, in the hearing of the whole division; which 
I concluiled, the prisoners were marched round in front of 
Bererjr regiraent, that all might see and avoid their unhappy 
, They were then moved towards their graves. I ought 
It observe that the chaplain of the division hud been with 
n the guard-tent some little time previously to Iheir 
leaving it, and when they quitted as above described, he 
fblloned them at a considerable distance, apparently asha- 
med of his peculiar calling, uiid the duty incumbent on him 
in iQch a. conjuncture. They were led, as I said before, to- 
wards their graves; and when they reached the hank of earth 
in front of each, they were made to kneel down with their 
feces fronting the sqiuire, and then being one after another 
blindfoMed, and lefl for a few moments to their own re£ec- 
tioBG or their prayers, the provost-marshal proceeded to the 
firing party, who had been previously loaded, and directing 
the men of each regiment to iire at their own prisoner, he 
advanced them to within about ten or twelve paces of the 
wretched men, and giving the signals hy motion for their 
making ready and firing, the whole Hred at once, and plunged 
the unhappy criminals into eternity. There was, indeed, one 
melancholy exception to this. One of the prisoners be- 
longed to the troop of horse artillery attached to the diri- 
tioo, and it seems the provost, in giving his orders for the 
toldiers of each regiment to fire at their own man, had not 
recnUected that the artillery hud no men there to fire. He 
was thus left silting on his knees, when the others had 
&lleD all around him. What his feelings must have been it 
is in Tain to guess; but, poor fellow, he was not suffered 
long to remain in suspense, for a reserve parly Immediately 
approaching, they fired and stretched him also along with his 
companions in crime and misery; and in such of the others 
*s tbey perceived life etill remaining, they also immediately 
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piit an end to their eiiSenngs, by placing their 
close to their bodj, aiiil firing into them. One pour nuu, 
wlien he received bis deuth wound, Epning to a consider- 
able height, and giving a loud sLrieki he fell, and instwitljr 
expired. 

\Mien all was finished, the divbion was formed into co- 
lumn, and mnrched round in front of the bodie*, nhm 
each soldier might distinctly perceire the %ad and mdaa- 
cbolf effects of such a fiitul dereliction of duty. Th»y 
weru then, without more ado, (brown into tbcir gT«rea. 
which were filled np without delay, and the dirisioti s»p«- 
rating, each regiment marched to its quartere. 

I cannot dBscrihe the uncomfortable feelings this spec- 
tacle produced in my mind — nay, not only there, but in 
my body also — for I felt si(;k at heart ; a sort of loatbing 
ensoed t and from the recollection of what I then suflered. 
I could not easily be persuaded to witness such snothtr 
scene, if I had the option of staying away. Death in the 
hundred shapes it assnmee on the field of baltle smbu 
hoDonmble, and not near ea rerolling to the feelings, ud 
withal comes suddenly ; but to v, itness the slow and m«tMH 
choly preparations lor an execution such as this, is ptodoc- 
tive, in any heart that can feel, of the most unpleaMOt MB- 
sations, 1 think, imaginable. 

One of the poor wretches was the little shoomttkcr d 
our Highlnnd company, by name M'GuiniKs, whom I bad 
known fur many yenrs, and who formerly bore an cxcdbnl 
character ; but lie hod most likely been ueduced by annc tt 
his companions to commit this beinons crime. 

Not many day« after tbia, the wbule army bcgiui to nan 
towards Badajos. On tbo SGtb of Pc-bmary we left ow 
cantonments, and passing by way of CosIkUo Brann lad 
Villa VeUia, we reached a villnge not lir from Nieo, olM 




a das MeaJas, where my battalion took up its qnarters 
■ ,£ir B time. From hence I was dispatched to Lisbon fur tho 
f V^'menlnl clothing-, which had then arrived at that port; 
rtnt being unable to procure the means of transport, I was 
i to retuni without it. I rejoined them in the camp 
ifbre Badajos aliout the ^th of March, and witnessed the 
e pf that fortress from this period to its fall on the 6th 
r April. The breaches having been reported pntcticable 
|l^ the DDgnneera on the 5tb, in the evening tbe army was 
Mmmbl«<i for the assault, and was disposed as follows ; the 
3d division under General Picton wae ordered to attack the 
citadel, and to endeavour toestiLblish himself there by esco* 
<; the 4th and light divisions, the former under General 
Solville, and the latter commanded by Colonel Bamanl, 
« destined for the breaches; the 5th division, which had 
t co-operated hitherto in the siege, but brought this 
nning into the neighbourhood, was ordered to occupy 
• gronml in front of the town by way of reserve. One 
teigatle of that division was ordt-red to make a fiilsc attadc 
on » work called the Pardeleras, which was connected with 
tbe town, although not actuallv belonging to it. Another 
brigade of the same division vius ordered to make another 
Use attack round towards the gale near the Hvcr Guadiana, 
which latter was to be turned into a real attack, if circum- 
stances permitted General Walker, who commanded it, to 
do so. There was also a brigadi' of Portuguese, which was 
order«il to attack St Crisloval, a fort on the other side of 
the river. Every thing was arranged in the clearest and 
mod satisfactory manner; all knew what they had to do, 
the point they were to occupy in the attack having been 
painted oat to most of them the day before. Soon after 
dsrb, the different divisions began to move towards their 
deatined posts, all elated with the certainty of success. 




s then in the mess of the senior ruptain of my btt- 
who eommanded it on this occasion ; and roy oth«T 
rv poor tittle Croudace and Cury, bath 
lieuteDBDtA, the latter acting adjetABt, and another. W» 
had taken a farewell glass before we got np from dlnoer, 
not knowing which of them would survive the bloody fniy 
that was likely soon to commence. Poor Crondsce, r iw> 
tive of the county of Dnrham, and consequently a ne*i 
countryman, put into my hand a small leather puree, con- 
taining half B doubloon, and requested roe to take care of it 
for him, H£ he did not know whose &te it might he lo &)] or 
toGurrivc. I took it according to his wish, and put it into 
my pocket, and, after a little more conversation, and to- 
other glat'Si fur the poor little fellow liked his wine, we put- 
ed, and they moved off. Although I bad thus, as it were. 
settled it in my mind that 1 would not go with them on 
this occasion, for my services could have been of but TMy 
little utility, yet, when they went away, 1 (eh as if I wm 
lefl desolate as it were, and was quite uneasy at pwting 
from niy beloved comrades, whom I had always accompa- 
nied hitherto. I therefore slung over my back my barer- 
sack, containing my pistol and a few other tlti»g«, ud 
moved forward, to try if I could find them ; but fklUng is 
with some of my ftiends, staff-officers of the 43il, who wwe 
io the same brigade, they strongly dissuaded me from it, 
representing to me the foUy of uselessly exposing myself^ ud 
the little service I could reader there ; and one of them re- 
quested me to accompany him to a hill immediately in finat 
of the breaches, where we could see the business as it pro- 
ceeded. 

We waited till about ten o'clock, when the fin fini 
commenced from the castle npon the 3d division, as thry 
approached it; but the fire from thence did Dot tffn 




I 



SIEGE OF BADAJOS — LORD WELLINGTON, 139 

Not long after it opened out at the breaches, 
most awfully Bevere ; indeed it wns so lieaTj 
Mad iO' incessant, that it appeared like one continued 
sheet of fire along tbe ramparts near tbe breaches, and 
we could distinctly see the faces of the French troops, 
although tbe distance was near a mile. All sorts of arms, 
4c were playing at once, gTinS) mortars, musketry, gre- 
nades, and shells thrown from the walls, while everj few 
ininatM explosions from mines were taking place. Tbe 
firing too appeared to hare such n strange death-like sound, 
quite dilTereut from all I tiiul ever beard liefore. Tbis waa 
occasioned by the muzzles being pointed downwards into 
tbe ditch, which gave tlie report an unusual and appalling 
'CSect. This continued without a moment's cessation, vr 
without any apparent advantage being gained by our 
struggling but awfully circumstanced comrades. Lonl 
Wellington had also taken his stand upon this hill, and ap- 
peared quite uneasy at the troops seeming to make no pro- 
gress, and often asked, or rather repeated to himself, " What 
can be the matter?" 

Tbe enemy had adopted an excellent plan to ascertain 
wbere our columns were posted ; tbey throw an immense 
iraniber of light balls on all sides of the town, and when 
thej found ont where there was & large body, a rocket was 
fired in the direction of where it stood, and instantly every 
gOD, mortar. And howitzer, not previously engaged, was 
■ lorned in that direction, and grievous was the destruc^tion 
tiieir shot made in the ranks of these columns. Still our 
people at the breaches did not get forward, although we 
distinctly heard, with emotion, the bugles of our dirision 
•oonding the advance. His lordship seemed now to lose 
all patience, and aides-de-camp were sent to ascertain tbe 
cause of the delay. They flew like lightning, while the 
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whole nun port nrand the town seemed enveloped in one 
Same of fire. Our brove bnt unsuccessfiil comrades were 
lievrd cheering every now and then ; but still the fire at the 
breaches did not slacken. At length a dispatch arrived 
from General Picton, stating, that he had establiehed him- 
self in the castle. This was cheering news to bis lord- 
ship, who expressed veiy strongly the gratitude he felt for 
that gallant General. 

Daring the reading of the dispatch, which was done by 
torchlight, the enemy, perceiving the light, and that a num- 
ber of people bad assembled on the hill, directed a shell in 
that direction ; but it fell short, and did us no injury. His 
lonUliip now rude off, and ordered our people at the 
breaches to retire, as the town was now perfectly secure. I 
also set olf to inform my people of the happy drcumslance. 
I found them di-nwn off from the glacis a few hundred yards ; 
bat, oh I what a difference in their appearance now from 
what they were previous to the attack 1 The whole lUviuon 
scarcely mustered at this time 2000 men, so muny had 
lieen killed and wounded, and many had been sent to the 
rear with the latter. 1 informed them that General Hdon 
had got possession of the castle, hut my story appeared to 
them au incredible tale ; for it was actually impossiLile, they 
thought : and although they made me repeat it over and over 
■gain, they could scarcely bring their minds to creilit such 
unexpected news. 

It was now ditwn of day, and the tiring had cea»ed at 
every ])oint. Here I learnt the fate of ray two beloved 
friends and messmates : Croudace bad been i^hot throngh 
the body, and carried to the rear ; Gary had fallen, but they 
could not tell what bad become of him. I now went for- 
ward towards the breaches, where I found that several men 
of both the 4th and hght divisions had remained ; and nheo 
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Genenl Picton moved from tbe castle townriis that pointi 
wliich I believe he stuted in hia dispalcb to be Lis inteotioai 
tbe envBij, linding Iheiasdves attacked in rear, begHii td 
■baodou the defence of the breaches, and our people wen; 
tlKD enabled to enter. Never did I witness any thing- like the 
tetificial impedimenlg ivhich theenemj bad here throun up, 
viiicb, added to the natural ones, that ir, to the breeches 
sot baving been so perfectly practicable ub was desirable, 
nndered it next to impossible to enter, even after all op- 
ycwition on their part hod ceased. In one breacli (the 
Iwge one) this wns literally tLe rose ; for at the top of it 
^ns fiseil a chevaux-de frize extending the whole width 
•f (be breach, and composed of a glrong beam of wood, with 
durp'point«d sword -blades fixed in every direction, they 
bding generally about three quarters of a yard long, and so 
dmcly set together, that it was impn««i1ile eitber to leap 
them or penelmte between tbeni, and the whole so 
i^mly filed to Ibe works at the top, that it could not be 
■■ored. Inaddilioh, they hud Gtteil a number of long and 
tbick planks, with spikes about an inch or more in length, 
«nd laid then] all down tbe breach, bat fixed at the top, so 
that it was impossible for any one to get up without iUlling 
on these. Beyond the clievaux-de-frize several ditches had 
been cut, into which those must have fellen who surmount- 
ed the obstacles on the breach ; but I believe none did, 
mlthongh I saw one Portuguese lying dead upon the ram- 
parts : but I imagine he must either have been thrown up 
there by some explosion, or been one of those of the 6d 
diTiaion who came from tbe castle. In aildition to all tbe 
■bore, from tbe covered way down into tbe ditch was, I 
•lumld imagine, at least thirty feet ; our praple had dcscend- 
fld by ladders, and, I doubt not, in the durk, and, in the 
bony and confiuiuu of the moment, many were thrown down 




aod killed. Id the miJdle of the lor^^ ditch a smaller on^ 
had bpcn enl, which was filled with water, and in vrhicb, 
added to the inundntion close to the right of the breaches, 
(which had been caused bj bringing the river parti}- into 
the ditch,) numbers were drowned. Small mines had been 
coQstracted all along in the ditch, which were exploded 
when it vcas filled with people, and which produced infinite 
mischief. 

On the top of the ramparts the enemy had a considerable 
number of shells of the largest size, ready filled and hised ; 
and when our people had filled the ditch below, these were 
lighted, afld thrown over on their heads, each shell bring 
capable of destroying from twelve to twenty men or more. 
They hod beams of wood also laid on the ramparts, with 
old carriage- wheels, and every sort of missile iniaginahIo> 
whicb were poured upon the unfortunate people below. 

When these things are taken into consideration, added to 
the incessant and destructive fire of from 3000 to 400U men, 
all emulous to do their duty, at the short distance uT per- 
haps twenty yards, with the ditch as full as it could pos- 
sibly stow, the reader will he able to form some idea of th* 
destruction that must naturally ensue : and uwliil indMd it 
was, for, within the space of lees than an acre of gronnd, I 
should imagine nut le^s than from 1200 to 1500 men wen 
lying: it was a heart-rending sight. 1 learnt aftenrardt 
that many were the desperate efforts that hail been mode to 
ascend the breaches, but all in vain ; that niany htul nearl; 
reached the lop, but they being either shot or blown np, 
the others were forced down again. Another and another 
trial stilt was made, bat each succeeding parly sliared the 
fiite of their predecessors. At last the boltonis of the 
breaches were nearly blocked up with the bodies of thoM 
who felt. 
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By this time, General Philippon, the French governor, 
had gnrrendered. When he found the 3d diviaion had got 
tession of the ensile, and were preparing to more dotm 
'to second the attack of the breaches by taking the enemy in 
and that General Walker, with a part of the 5th diri- 
bad escaluded, and established themselfes at the other 
id of the town, he deemed further resistance useless, and 
'ietired, with the garrison, to St CrislOTiil, on the opposite 
<gide of the river ; and shortly after the whole smTendered 
the troops, after being stripped of their artns 
id accoutrements, being marched along in the ditch to one 
Af the gfttes, from whence they were escorted on their way 
to EItbs. They passed near the breaches while I was there, 
and I bad a full view of them as they moved along. I 
tboQght they seemed under great apprehension for their 
M&ty, as they appeared quite downcast and dejected, which 
not genernlly the case with Fren<% prisoners, who will 
irug their shoulilers, and tell you it is the fortune of war ; 
%Bt these poor fellows, who certainly had made a noble de- 
fence, seemed low-spirited and timid to a degree. Certainly 
by the rules of war, I believe, they might have been put to 
death, for having stood an assault of the place ; but a British 
general does not resort to the same measures which their 
Marshal Snchet did at Tarragona, when be put all) both 
•oldiers and inhabitants, to the sword. 

Soon aller daylight, the remuining men of attacking di- 
visions began to rush into the town, in hopes of tihuring, 
with those who had already entered, the plunder they im»< 
gtaed it would afford ; and though every thing was done by 
Colonel Barnard, aided by the other officere, to keep out I 
thoK of the light division, it was useless, although he even ' 
:ed his life to prevent their entering. He bad bravely, 
ing the attack, repeatedly ascended the breach, in bopev 
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rf ^rmaHM^ Ike dMachs whidi preseoted lliemselT«, 
hM h» hii ^BM* kacB UfVB bKk, dtbough he esc^>«d 
vtaK wb«c aO «H dntb arannd him ; and now bis life 
ing to restore that disd- 
■ wbich tbia ■RCartnoate and nnsucceae- 
td. Me apposed hie per- 
•Bil lad W gy amag^ to the cntra&oe of the plnnderen, 
kat ai awB. 1^7 ivabed ia, in qiitr of all oppositioii ; and 
« of the soldien of the 52d, 
I. ba fen, and was nigb precipitated 
Ht. bovevcr, finding re!.ifi|anc« b«re in 
d \j aervral other officer*, into the 
U as mucb as lav in his power^ 
■ «f Iboae iaaide, »bose b«d passione, it wm 
d be M louse upon the defenteUss to- 



tMOfmay wilb Captain Pcrciral, tnj GOm- 
he fc ae allndcd to, fnim the time of my fint 
ta the dinekM htkm davlight ; and now be 
afflicting groans wk>d 
of mmnded BtiU lying in the dltdi, 
aaj of tbM« poor fellows removed 
l^n we foand ■ most arduous aal 
ve coold not do it without tlie aid 
. CTHH-idwable nvMber of nen ; and it whs a woric «f 
per to attMBiM to force ibe now lawleee sdldien to obcjr, 
stop wttb as till tbia w^itk of anxtatj and 




AU tbo«|:tit of wbol tli#]r owed their wounded comradH^ 
and of tb« pr(»t«bilitT that nv lung ■ slnilUr &te migbt be 
tbeir ova, was swallomd np in ibeir atfominable rage fiir 
drink ^ ^mlrr ; bowvrer, bjr peneverance, and iif oooa- 
rionoQp uiag Ua atick, mj coumaadant at length compd* 
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led B few felloH'S to lend their aasiGtancc in removing what 
onld into the town, where it wa>t intended that ho«pi- 
ehoulil be esIabliBhed. But this was a most heart* 
(ending duty, for, troia the innumeretile cries of, — ■■ Oh 1 
|br God'« sake, come and remove me 1" it was difficult to 
■Blect the most proper objects for such care. Those who 
npeared likely to die, of course it would bare been but 
^ruell}' lo put then) to the pain of a removal ; and many 
who, from the nature of their wounds, required great care 
|Wd attention in conying them, the half-druaken brutes 
Vrbom we were forced to employ exceedingly tortured and 
injured ; nay, in carrying one nun out of the ditch they 
7 frequently kicked or trode upon several others, whom 
touch was like death to them, and which produced the 
ntoat agonizing cries imaginable. 

I remember at this time Colonel (the late Sir Niel) 
Campbell passed out at the breach, and, as he had formerly 
been a C^tain in our regiment, many of the poor fellows 
who lay there knew him, and beeeeched him in the most 
piteous manner to have them removed. He came to me, 
«nd ni^ed upon me in the strongest manner to use every 
exertion to get the poor fellows away. This evinced he 
had a feeling heart ; l>ut he was not probably awnre, tbftt 
lor that very purpose both my command ing-ofiicer and 
myself had been labouring for hours ; but it soon began to 
grow excessively hot, and what with the toil and the heat 
of the sun, and the very unpleasant effluvia which now 
■rose from (he numerous dead and nounded, we were l>oth 
ratDpeUi.<d, about mid-day, to desist from our distressing 
though gratifying labours. 

It was now betwwn tivelve and one o'clock, and though 
ira had had a great many removed, a much greater number 
groaDing in the ditch ; but our strength was exhausted. 
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tor be was lame sod unable to move mncb, and I biul been 
obliged to assist in carrying maoT myself, the dmnken 
scoundrels ithom we had preEsed into the service seldom 
nialuDg more tban ooe or two trips till tliey deserted 
us. Bnt my lamented friend and messRUite. poor Carj, w«s 
Btill to EcoTcb for, and, after a conttiderablc time, be wiu 
found lienealh one of the ladders by wliich ihey bad de- 
scended into the ditch. He waa shot through the head, 
nnd I donbt not received his death-wonnd on the ladder, 
from which in all frobnbility he felL He was stripped 
completely naked. Bare a flannel waistcoat which he wore 
next hid »kin. I had him taken up and placed upon a 
Nhutter, (be still breathed a little, though quite insensible,) 
and carried bini lu the camp. A fiei^geant and some men, 
whom we had pressed to cany him, were so drunk that 
they let bim fall from off their «>houldere, and his body fell 
Mith great force to the ground. I shuddered, bnt poor 
Caiy, I bulievc, was past all fi;eling, or the fall wotdd have 
greatly injured him. We laid him in bed in bis tent, bnt 
it was not long ere my kind, esteemed, and lamented fnend 
breathed his \utt. Poor Croudnce hail also died immediately 
nfler rearbing the bogpilHl, whither he had been carried 
when he was shot. 

Thus I lost two of my most particular and intimate k~ 
ijtiaintanceB, from both of whom 1 had received many acU 
of kindness and friendship. Thpy will long lire in toy 
inemoryi Cury was buried next day behind our tents, one 
of the officers (my other messmate) reading the fiutenl 



I cannot help adverting to some of the scenes whidi I 
witnessed in the ditcb, while employed there as ehore no- 
ticed. One of the first strange sights that attracted onr 
notice, WM soon after onr arrival. An officer with yellow 
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iacings Oime out of the town »4th n frail fair one leaning 
on his ■«», and carrying in her other hand a cage wilh a 
bird in it ; and she tripped it ever the boilieE of the dead 
•nd dying with all the ease and indifiereiice of a, person 
moring in h ball-room, — no more concern being evinced by 
either of them, than if oothing extraordinary had occurred. 
It was really lamentable to gee such an utter absence of all 
right feeUng. 

Soon after this the men began to come out with their 
plunder. Some of them had dressed themselves in priests' 
or friars' garments — some appeared in female dresses, as 
nuns, Ac ; and, in short, all the whimsical and &ntasticiil 
figures imaginable almost were to be seen coming reeling 
out of the town, for by this time they were nearly all 
drunk. I penetrated no fiirther into the town that day than 
to a boii»e a little beyond the breach, wliere I bad deposited 
the wounded ; but I saw enough in this short trip to dis- 
gust me with the doings in Builajos at this time. I learnt 
thai no house, church, or convent, was held sacred by the 
infuriated and now ungovernable soldiery, but that priests 
or nuns, and common people, uU shared alike, and that attf 
who showed the least resistance were instantly sacri£ced ta 
their fuiy. They had a method of firing through the lock 
of any door that happene<l to be shut against them, which 
^mofit invariably had the effect of forcing it open ; and 
I ncli tcenes were witnessed in the streets a» baffle dracrip- 
lioa. 
One man of our first battalion, 1 am tobi, hod got a 
il of brandy into the streets, and, getting hie mew- 
in, and filling it from the cask, and seating himself astrid« 
ifce Bacchus, swore that every person who came past should 
ink, be who he may. His commanding-officer happened 
pto be one who came that way, and he was compelled to 
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tukd the tin and drink, for, hod he refnsed. it is not inipro* 
babte (he wretch would have shot bini, for his riBe vat 
loaded by his side, and th« soldiers hod by this time become 
quite past bU control. Another, who had been forttitiaif 
enoug-h to obtain a considerable quantity of doubloans, put 
them in his haversack, and was making hit way out of )h» 
tonTi, but was induced, before he left it, to drink more 
than he could cany. He laid him down somewhere to take 
a nap, and awoke soon after without even his shoes, uid not 
only were the doubloons gone, bnt all his own necctaariea 
also. 

In short, a lliousand of the most tragi-comteal speet^let 
that can poasibiy be imagined, might be witnesMd in this 
devoted city. The officers did all they could to reprem 
these outragiis, but the soldiers were now bo completely 
dispelled that one quarter of them could not be found ; 
and indeed the only benefit almost that the offioen could 
render was, by each placing himself in a house, whit^ g»- 
nerally secured it from being broken open and plundnvd. 
The different camps of our army were for several days after 
more like rag-&irg than military encampments, such qnaii- 
tities of wearing-apparel of all kinds were disposing of bf 
■ine set of plunderers to the other. But ihey weiv mm 
content with what they had brought out of Badajoe ; thvj 
had now got such relish for plunder, that they coald BOl 
leave it off when driven out of the t-uwn. 

A night or two after the surrender of the pUc«, tiMj 
stole no less than eight horses and nmles belonging to my 
battalion, and took them to some of the other dirisioaa, 
where they sold them as aninmis captured from the enemy. 
I lost ou this occasion an excellent little mule, wonh at 
leaot hSO, and for which 1 of coursa nertir obtained ■ 
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&rthui^. We nsed eveiy exertion to discoyer both the 
perpetntors and the animals, but without success. 

An English army ia perhaps, generully speaking, under 
Mrictcr discipline thun any other in the world ; but in 
|>ropartion as they are held tight while they are in band, 
if urcnmitances occur to give them lilierty, I know of no 
vmy more difficult to restrain when once broke loose. A 
reason may perhaps be assigned for it in pari. On such 
occasiouB as this siege, where they were long and much 
exposed to fatigue almtnt insupportable, to the most trying 
•cenes of difficulty and danger, which were generally borne 
with cheerfulness and alacrity, they perhaps reasoned with 
ifaentHelTes and one another in this manner, — that as they 
had borne so much and so patiently to get possession of the 
^ace, it wsfl but fiiir that they should have some indulgence 
when their work and trials were crowned with success, 
especially as the armies of other powers make it a rule ge- 
nerally t« give an assaulted fortress up to plunder. They 
had also become quite reckless of life (torn so long exposure 
lo death : hut an English army cannot plunder like the 
French. The latter keep themselves mare sober, and look 
more to the soUd and substantial benefit to be derived from 
it, while the former sacrifice every thing to drink ; and 
when once in a state of intoxication, with all the bad pas- 
sions set loose at the same time, I know nut what they will 
hesitate to perpetrate. 

The reader will judge of the state of our soldiers who 
had been engaged in the siege, when Lord Wellington 
found it absolutely necessary to order in a Portuguese bri- 
gade to force the stragglers out of the town at the point of 
the bayonet. At this time I think I was fitirly tired of life, 
so disgusting and so sickening were the scenes the few last 
days had presented. I had also lost two of those for whom 
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e tnaat of iB Enhh soldier than in any other 
in the worU, fiv. m ee f t when induDed l>; drink, I am 
ooiiAdeM it wooU be MMt ivnitiiiig to hia fedin^ to be 
urtotJ to pfw t ^e J witb cool driJbewtion to the racecation 
of mih kotnl hwtfWfiw •• w« read of in the armies of 
other n o t io M . No I When cafaa and lober, no nan act* 
with OMM* t en dw wa t o wf t fa tboa* in bis power than an 
EogHiah loUier. Bon^iwte wonU not have fbond in tbem 
the willing actors in his poliliual tngcdj b Egypt, when 
be CO0U5 fusttadoii aerenl thoasanda of his unfortuiuite 
Tnrlush prisonen, m related by Sir R. Wilson. 

If I mar be permitted to oiake ■ few remariw on the 
taking of this strong fortress, and of the conduct of the 
benders, I would saj that never in the annals of militnrj' 
wur&re was greater devotion shown by tho«e of all ranks. 
from the General to the common soldier. The arduous and 
dangeruu* service of the Irencfaos was cheerfally periormed 
by every individual whose duty called him there ; but the 
most conspicuous gallantry was manifested In the asgaull. 
Conceive of the heroic Picton and his brsre division escn- 
lading a wot! probably forty,feet higb, built un the snmmit 
of an almost inaccessible rock, and with troops at the top 
of all to oppose them as they reached its summit. It is 
true tbe enemy were not numerous here, having only about 
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300 men in the castle, but still one man in this situation 
was able to destroy probably twenty of the assailants, by 
throwiag down a ladder after it had been set up ; most of 
those ascending' would be crushed to death by the &11 over 
such a precipice. But he carried every thing before him. 
and after establishing his own division in this commnndinjk; 
iituation, be either actually did, or prepared to move npon 
the body of the enemy, who were defending the breaches. 
General Walker ako, who commanded a part of the 5th 
diriaion, bravely forced an entrance into the town at the 
apposite tide, overcoming- every one of the Dumeroui« 
bwrien and obstacles which presented themselves ; and 
where he himself, in the act, I believe, of mounting the 
nunpart, received a most desperate wound. It was said, but 
i know not how truly, that when he fell, the French sol- 
dier who wounded him was about to re])eat the blow, wbicli 
in all probability would have deprived him of life, but that 
the General, whether intentionally or not it is not said. 
made the masonic sign, which was understood by one of 
the Frenchmen, and that he instantly interfered in his 
behalf and stopped the blow. They say the General some 
time after found out that his brave deliverer had been sent 
to Scotland with his fellow-prisoners, and that he had him 
searched for and handsomely rewarded, and, I believe, pro- 
cured him his liberty. 

It is well known, I believe, to be the rule in all servicer 
like the assault of fortresses, &c., that those, both o£Bcers 
and men, who form the forlorn hope and the storming party, 
are volunteers, these being services of extreme danger, and 
which generally procure for the officers who survive a step 
of promotion ; but it might as well have gone (in the light 
division at least) as a tour of duty, for on all occasions of 
this nature, with only one or two exceptions, the senior 
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officers of each rank ii 

Nay,: 

Almost cengumlile 

baTJng been some t 



isted upon beiDg sent on" that duty. 
is heroic feeling was carried to an 
!. Lieutenant Harrest of the 4dd 
the senior of his rank in that r^'- 



ment, and there being a vacancy for a captain, he had been 
recommended for the compun}'; and ollhoiig-h he had DM 
been gazetted, yet it had been intimated to him tbrongh 
his commanding-officer that his name should shortly appear 
as captain. Thus his promotion was perfectly secure; not' 
withstanding, when yolunteera were called for for the 
storming party, he insisted on his right of going as senior 
lieutenant; so over scmputoas was he that his permitting* 
junior officer to occnpy this post might be construed to the 
detriment of his honour. He went, and fell ; and thus not 
only lost his company but his life, and by bis too refined 
sense of honour deprived another officer, probably, of that 
promotion which would have been the consequence of going 
on this duty had he survived. 

Among the men also the same noble enthusiasm pre- 
vailed, for he who wag selected for this dangerone service 
out of the superabundant numbers nho always volnnleered, 
was envied by his comrades as truly fortunate. In feet, it 
required a character for good conduct to entitle a man to 
this honourable employment. Whatever, therefore, their 
other faults might be, a want of braTery was not one »f 
them. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

The traj tesre Badajot on the 1 lib of April, and surre Inlo quwicTs 
BHT tbt rirrr Asurda, where Ihey remain till the lllh of June— 
Adrui» towsrda Solnaianui, nliicli, nilh the rxcrption ul' thrct 
ram. iho eannj hail rracuatrd— The Turti iur»Icil~Th« maJo hodiea 
of both armio biTunack within a mile uiil B half of each other, In 
the TirJnilir of Maate Rubin und Mtiritco — The farta of Solamsmia 
MUTendrr— The main body of the (neroy retire to TordesillBS— 
HoTetnoiti of the amy. 



On the 11th April we left Badnjos to retura again to 
tLe Deighbourhood of Uodrigo, thu French faaving, during- 
the absence of our army from tbat frontier, made an irrnp- 
tioD into Portugul, and penetrated as inr down as below 
Castello Branca, completclj- ravuging the country. Our 
fint march vrae to Campa Mayor, where we were quartered 
in the town. We next day reacheil Arronches, where we 
biTOnacked in a wood near it. The following day we march- 
ed into Portalegrei and on thu l4th, Niza; the 15tb we 
cromed the Togus at Villa Velhn, and moved on to Lama- 
rfas. Here we began to perceive some of the effects of the 
r«c«Dt risit from the French ; but at Castello Branca, 
which we reached next day, the devastation they had caused 
WM truly deplorable. We halted here one day to refresh 
the troops and get forward our supplies, and the next day 
reached Eacallas da Cimo. Here we began to get rery 
clow upoct the rear of the enemy ; it therefore became 
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u« to moYe fcnvanl witli circumspection, for oar force od 
(his side the TagTis wag yet but srasU. We admuced, 
liowever, and occupied successively St Mignel d'Arcfa, 
Penamacor, and St Bartholomo, near Sahngal, which last 
town we passed through on the 23d, and hirouacked that 
oigbt at Alfyates. The utter desolation of Sabugol was be- 
yond cunception ; filth and misery presented themselves in 
every direction. It had been made a depot for provisions 
by the French, I imagine, for on all sides the entrails and 
other offal of bullocks and sheep polluted the atmosphere 
by the abominable stench they caused, and had attracted 
multitudes of vultures and other birds of prey, who had by 
this time become horribly tame and familiar : one vulture 
sat so long upon a dead bone es i was riding' along the 
road, that be allowed me to come near enough to make a 
cut at him with my sword, as he stretched his enormous 
wings to mount up from his prey. 

On the 24th we reached Ituera, where we halted for two 
days. We had now entered Spain, and it uol being in- 
tended as yet to commence another active campaigu, we 
moved into ijuarters near the river .^gueda, my battalion 
and the 43il occupying the village of La Encina, or " The 
Oak." Here it was necessary that every exertion should 
He used to re-equip and prepare the troops for service, as it 
was intimated that another campaign would speedily com- 
mence- 

All the winter and spring hitherto ha<l been spent in ac- 
tive service, consequently much required putting to rights 
before we again took the field ; all hands were therefore 
employed to patch up and repair our clothing and shoes, 
and to get every thing in good order when our services 
were again to be called for. 

While we were here, 1 began to experience some of the 
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ill effects of a deep-rootetl enmity which one of my brotber 
oflicen bed conceived against me, though till noir partly 
concealed. I was unconscious of baring given htm any 
cause for this ; but he, without ever g'iTiilg' me any oppor- 
tooitf for explanation, used all hia influence in cndearour- 
ing to injure me in the opinion of two of my superior offi- 
cers, who had hitherto been friendly to me ; and not only 
with them, but, I have reason to believe, with our acting 
brigadier, whose mind, with the others also, he completely 
estranged from me for a, time. But though he misled them 
then, ihey did not retain the ill opinion of me which his 
misrepresentations had produced, for there ore testimoniab 
from all three at the end of this volume, i was not so 
fully awue of his dislike of me, till oue day I was dining 
at the tttble of our acting brigadier, when he and one of 
thwe before noticed were also guests. 1 overheard him 
telling this officer, (with an intention, I almost imagine, 
that I should hear,) that I must be a bad man, for that 1 
wM sitting silent when all the rest were talking, in order 
that I might listen to their conversation. But I was the 
junior officer there, and it did not become me to be talka- 
tire ! besides, I never was loijuocious. 1 said nothing, 
(although some may Mame me for it, but I loved peace,) 
Irusdng that one day such forbearance would not be forgot- 
ten : bat I felt it deeply, and mourned over it in secret 
vith great bitterness of spirit. 

In this place also I began to receive very presaing letters 
from the merchants in England, from whom I had purcha- 
•ed a quantity of goods when last at home, but which, for 
want of truDsport, could not be got up to the army in order 
to their being disposed of; and, in short, scarcely a post 
airired that diil not bring some unwelcome and distressing 
tidings. I bad purchased a fine mule in place of that stolen 
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from me M Bsdajos, for which 1 had given about £30. 
I sent bim down to Lisbon with my Wmiu), to bring' up as 
mwij of the goods as tiie mule i-ould carry ; but he had not 
been long- gone till 1 hud the mortification to leara that 
this mule also was lost. The mao said be had been stolen, 
but I had every reason afterwards to believe that be had 
aold bim. Be it observed, 1 could but very ill afford losus 
of this extent out of my pay and scanty allowances ; but I 
endeavoured to l>eBr up as well as I could a^nst these nlis- 
jortones, altbongb it is certain I was not able to bring reli- 
gion to my aid at this time of trial, for I had Uved hitherto 
in total neglect of that most momentous of aS concerns, 
and, although I endeavoured to amuse myself occasionally 
by fishing in the Aguedo, my mind began to bo greatly 
depressed. 

About this time an order was issned for each British 
regiment in the Peuinauln to endeavour to enlist Bfly Spa- 
niards to be incorporated in the regiment. I was sent in 
company with another officer into the mountains of Gata, 
not for from the city of Plscentia. We were not success- 
ful, for although we obtained the names of some who pro* 
mised they would follow us to La Endna, they never nude 
their appearance. However, the beauty and magnificence 
of the mountain scenery amply repaid us for our trouble. 
From this village also I had the pleasure of visiting, for the 
first time, the lately captured fortress of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and some of my brother officers who had shared in the toils 
and dangers of the siege, pointed out to ine the most re- 
markable scenes about it. Like Badajos, it had been battered 
till practicable breaches were ma<Ie to admit the besiegers, 
and then stormed in the same mannur, but its defence was 
feeble compared with Badujos ; and yet, to look over the 
ground in the neighbourhood of the trenches, one would 
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ima^ne it impoeeiMe for troops to liave lived, so completelj' 
WBB it ploughed up with shot and shells, each of the latter 
g«tien]l}' making: sn excavation mflicieatly lar^ in which 
to hnry a horse. 

^\^hilat we remained in these cantonments, the officen 
of the division once or twice got up a sort of " pic-nic," 
ereiy one contributing something towards the feast, which 
was held in n largo wood in the neighhourhood of Itueis. 
On oar wny from La EncJua to this assembly, we passed 
over the ground where the Sth and 77th regiments had so 
distinguished themselves In September 18 II, against a very 
niperior force of the enemy's cavalry. The bones of the 
combatants lay bleaching upon the plain, the tle«h having 
been very soon devoured by the innumerable birds of prey, 
wbich appeared as if collected from every part of the Pen- 
insula Indeed so nnmerous were the battles and skirmishes 
trhich took place along this frontier, together with the o&l 
from the animals killed tor the nse of the armies, that they 
were no doubt bettter fed than they had in general been oc- 
customed to. 

Bnt tLe period of our stay in this vicinity drew to a close, 
and on the Ilth June we broke up from our cantonments, 
and pMsing the Agueda, the division assembled in a wood 
about a mile or two in fivint of Rodrigo. While we were 
here a rather remarkable phenomenon appeared about mid- 
day, or soon after ; the son, which shone most brightly, and 
the moon, with several stars, appeared all at the same time, 
the Utter being distinctly visible. This of course attracted 
great numbers, and many were the sage remarks that were 
made, some believing it ominous of disastrous events ; and 
indeed very shortly afterwards a circumstance occurred 
which in some d^ree confirmed their prediction. .A grena- 
dier of the 86th regiment (I think it was) had come over 
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Irani his own division, to endeavour to previul upon his vile, 
who had deserted him and taken up with a gergeAnt of onr 
lirst battalion, to return wilb liim, she having, as I under- 
inland, left him with one or more children, the first of their 
■uarriag-c, which he nas anxious she should come uid take 
care of. They had ofleri, I lane;-, qnarreUed, and he had pro- 
bablj' used her ill, hut he wus now desiruuB of a reconcilia- 
tion, and entreated her to return with him to his regiment. 
He prefailed upon her to accompany him to some distance 
from the bironack, that they might the more Jreely discuss 
the subject, for she had hitherto reliiGed to agree to hie re- 
cjuest, being probably better provided for by the sei^geont than 
she bad been with him. While walking in a field close to 
the wood in which the birouack was situated, and arguing 
the point with some heat, and she slill persisting in remain- 
ing where she was, he became so oxnaperated nt her conti- 
nued refusal, that he, in a rage of jealousy and anger, drew 
his bayonet and plunged it in her bosom. Her cries eoon 
brought people to the s}Kit, who at once secnred him, and 
he WHS instantly committed to the provost priiiun tent, and 
her boily of course brought in and buried. Poor creature 1 
she was one of the gayest of the females which graced our 
rural l«l]s near Ituera only a short while previous, and had 
often danced with old General Yandalcur on those occasions. 
1 believe he was Dot brought to trial for it, he her ill con- 
duct probably hod been considered as in some measni^ pal- 
liating what he did, ond that he might he supposed to have 
lieen irritated to a degree of madness when he porpetrateil 
the fatal act. 1 subsequently learnt that he was ft bnre 
soldier, and that he aftemards fell in the hord-fooght hat- 
tie of the I^rcnces. 

We moved fonvard the next day in the direction of Sa- 
lamanca, halting on the 13th at Alba de Yeltes, on the 
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14th at Sancho Bneno, tbe 15th at Matillo, in a hrge plain 
in front of which we bivouatked, where were the most lus- 
nriaut meailows I think I ever saw, the horses on our 

i arriraJ hein^ lileraUy up to their bellies in fine rich gnat. 
Whaiapily thenatives knownotliing-of baj-makiog t This 

, fine herbage is permitted to stnnd there till it perishes, and 
yet in the winter Ihey are frequently rery ill off for pro- 
Teniler for their cattle ; indeed I do not exactly know how 
they coalrire to fe«d them in that season, hut I know we 
were always greatly put to our shifts to procure any sort of 
long foisg« for our animals, being generally compelled by 
necessity to resort to this grass, rodeo and dead as it was. 
-1 believe they use a considerable qoantity of straw, which 
they chop very short, and which in truth is no bad substi- 
tute for hay ; but when it is so very plentiful and so good, 
common sense, one would imagine, would induce them to 

Lord Wellinglon in the following season caused a consider- 
able ijnnntity of hay to be made in Portugal, getting scythes, 
&c. out from England, hut we never returned that way af- 
terwards lo reap tbe benefit of it. All this imroeoselj rich 
anil extensive plain is in a complete state of nature — no 
encl(Mat«s to mark tbe diHerent boandaries of the proprie- 
tors, should it have any, but where there are " landmarks" 
the mode of ancient days is resorted to. 

On the 16th we moved forward to within about five miles 
of Sahunanca, and hirouarked near a range of low hills ex- 
tending from tbe Rio Valmuso (which wehad jnst crossed) 
to the city, in front of this place our cavalry fell in with 
that of tbe enemy, with whom they ha<i a petit affaire, and 
had captured a few of them, who, in tbe afternoon, passed 
oar biTouack, on their way to the rear. We observed as they 
puted that they wore long queoes, which had an odd appear- 
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ance in our eyes, tbe Bridsb arm; having for »o caanv jears 
left them off. 

Next morniDg we adranced towards the city. We had 
gone, I think, about three miles, when ascending one of 
those heights OTer which the road passes, we had « moft 
inleresUng view of this heauliful place. It seemed tliickly 
Mudded with elegant and highly ornamented spires, spring- 
ing from the numerous cathedrals and colleges, &c. which 
it contained ; but what heightened the effect was on immense 
column of smoke rimng from some magazines which tbe 
fnemy (not having time to carry off) had set on fire. We 
feared it was hut the prelnde to the whole city sharing tlie 
same &te, for their harbarous conduct tn Portugal during 
Massena's retreat, rendered it hut too doubtful they were re- 
porting to the same mode of warfare h«re. They still retain- 
ed poeeession of a portion of the town, in which ibey had con- 
structed three forts ; one very strong, and capable of contain- 
ing about 500 or 600 men ; the other two were smaller, to 
cover and act as supports to the principal one. In construct- 
ing these works they had destroyed the greater part of the 
college*, and ■ considerable number of other public build. 
ings, besides several extensive streets h hieh Salamanca had 
Inrmeriy contained : but even now it was slill a beaadAil 
and interesting city. One of these works commoJided the 
bridge, which rendered our crossing tbe Tormes b«re im- 
practicable. We were in consequence moved about a league 
higher up the river, where we crossed by a rather deep ford. 
However, all got safely over, and we halted for thu night 
on a small plain, a short distance from tbe ford, the main 
body of the enemy having retired and left 600 men in the 
forts before mentioned. These occupied but about one-third 
of the town, of course the remainder was open and iree, and, 
as might be expected, every one was anxious to have a peep 
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i M this fMnons uniTersitf . Conseqnently nwaj' a number uf 
8 »cajDpercd, and soon entered the city, the inhabitants of 

I which were oreijoyed to see ns. ' 

Lnn^ white handkerchief out of their iron-grated windows, 

iud the Padres and other respectable inhabitants wdconied 
B with a thousand rivas, embracing uh, and usiag every 
teans of testify ing- their joy at our arrival. 
I need not attempt to describe the place, for I am not 1 
»ble, and it has so olten been described that my reader wiU I 
not he disappointed at my declining to do it here ; suffice i1 
to BBT.the butldinga in geueml. and the religious edifices in 
particular, were most superb ; but the Goths had destroyed 
the finest portion of the city. 

The forts were imraeiliately invested, and we went and 
bad a look also at them. They seemed remarkably strong, 
having been constmcted principally of hen-n stooeii, taken 
from the buildings they had destroyod ; and on all sides of 
then a space of perhaps two hundred yards or more was 
cleared away to make room for the play of their artilleiy, 
mad to prevent a lodgement being made by tbc besiegers. 

We next day moved from our bivouack near the ford, and 
marched to the viUage of Aldea Secco, in front of which 
our cavalry and the enemy had a rencontre, after which the 
Utt«r retired; this was about a league and a holfin front of 
Salamanca. Next day we were suddenly assembled in con- 
Mquence of tbo enemy, in great force, making his appear- 
ance at some distance in front of our bivouock. We were 
then removed from the plain, and took up a position on a 
he^t called Monte Rubin, or Red Hill, a little to the right. 
Soon after, also, the other divisions of our army began to 
■Hcmble on Ibe height, and our Chief arriving on the spot, 
ererf thing had the appearance of something serious being 

\ tbont to take place. 
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Here aleo, for iho &rtt time, I faw Don Carlos ile E$- 
jiagna witb his few followers. These were better clotheil 
un<] equfppeil tban almoet any oth<'r Spanish troop« that 1 
had seen. The day passed ocer, however, without the French 
mnking any attack, and without any movement being made 
un our side, JWrther than putting the ditTerent divisions into 
poBition as they arnved on the ground. The French were 
(nntinually receivings reinforcements, or rather their differ- 
ent divisions were rapidly arriring- in succession, when they 
uU bivouacked in the plain in Iront of us, at perhaps a mile 
and & half distance, anil near to the village of Morisco. This 
ihey very soon gutted of every portable article, whetier it 
was food, clothes, furniture, or whatever they could carry 
off; nay, they unroofed the greater pai't of the houses for 
fuel far the troops, but this latter proceeiling could not be 
avoided, there being no wood near them. Engh'shmen may 
well feel thankful that their dwellings have not been expo- 
ned to such visitors, who, in half tin hour, will convert ■ 
i'omfortable and smiling village into a heap of ruins. ^ 

We remained in this position for some days, the two ar- 
mies, like two experienced pugilists, each waiting for the 
other to strike the firgt blow, by which he would in some 
e lay himself open. It was not, however. Lord Wet- 
's gome to commence operations, seeing a part of oar 
as then employed in the siege of the forts in Sala- 
; besides, it is said, when some one ventnred to hint 
that we should attack the enemy, that his lordship judgeil 
it wonld make a difference of 3000 men less on the side of - 
the attacking army. I know not if this story be true, but 
cerliunly great prudence was displayed on both fiides. How- 
fver, the enemy had occasionally cannonaded hbb little from 
the first : but about three days after their arrival, they made 
u very brisk and vigorous attack upon a conical hill imiue- 
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front of our position, and a little to the right of 
It was defended by the seventh diyision, whicL 
repeUtKl the attack with great gallantryj driving the enemy 
down the bill agnin with great precipitation. The 68th re- 
giment distingruished itself greatlj, but in their pursuit of 
Ihe beaten enemy, they advanced too far into the plain, and 
which the French obserring, a forn-ard movement was made 
again by them, and before our people could recover the higL 
ground, Captain M'Kay and Lieutenant M'Donitld, with a 
coiisiderBble number of their men, were made prisoners. 
Poor M'Kay received I know not how many bayonet wounds 
on this occasion, I believe not less than ten or twelve, but 
none of tbem very serious of course, or be could not have 
Burrived. He, with the others, were taken into the French 
lines, but he was so ill when they retired a few days after, 
that they were obliged to leave him in Morisco. The ene- 
my's artillery played upon our line during the greater part 
of this attack, and caused us some loss, but not of any con- 
sequence, the horses appearing to have suffered more than 
the troops. 

The ^nch seemed disappointed and annoyed at our 
•ticking so pertinaciously to the hills on tliis occasion, and 
told M'Donald (from whom I afterwards Lad thie informa- 

>n) that it was only when we hod every advantage on our 
that we durst give them battle. Onr armies were, I 
think, pretty nearly equal, each having perhaps about 
40,(>00, but they were, 1 believe, superior in cavalry, and of 
course the plain was ihc very ground for them. Marmont 
weing himself thus foiled, withdrew from before us, imd 
ntwle a movement to his lel^, crossing the Tonnes with n 
considerable part of his force, and advanced on the other 
aide of the river towards Salamanca. Our Lcavy German 
raralry, under General Baron Back, opposed them here, and 
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gn-atly diBtinguished themaelves, driYing theenemy's cavelrj 
from tbe field. Our anny niade carresponding movements 
with lie enemy, changing in parts oiir poGition. 

MeADtiiue the siege of the forts had been procceiUng with 
from the first day of our arriTal, and as the disttince from 
Monle lluhio to the town was not great, several of ng rode 
in to see how the sieg% was progressing, as the AmenconB 
liBce it. An attempt had been made to cany them by 
escalade, hut it hcul iailed ; General Bowes, who led tiie 
attacking party, with several officers and men, banng 
fallen in the attempt. His lordship now deemed it neces- 
sary to batter them regularly previons to another Bsaaalt 
being mode upon them. Heavy ordnanre was therefore got 
into battery, which not only effected a breach in the smaller 
fort nearest the principal one, but which also threw a con- 
siderable quantity of hot shot into a building in the centre 
of it, which served as a barrack to the troops, the roof of 
which was presently set on fire, and the only shelter they 
hiul was thus destroyed. They thus were compelled on the 
27th to surrender prisoners of war. 

It is not easy to describe the effect produced on tbooe in- 
habitants who lived nearest to the forts while the siege wu 
going forward. Just as I entered one of our batteries, which 
had been established close behind a street, still occupied by 
the people, one of our artillerymen was carried out shot by 
a musket ball in the breast, and dead ; the poor people when 
he was brought out into (he street assembled round his body, 
and 6et up the mo^t piteous lamentations imaginable. Tliia 
impressed me with the good feeling which must have existed 
in their minds towards the English, for they are not a peo- 
ple, as the reader will be aware, who are very susceptible of 
horror at the sight of blood, A few hours after these fort» 
surrendered, I went to visit the principal one — the devasta- 
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tion CMised bj- our bot shot on the house before mentiooed 
was awlul. Tbej' had beeo oltltg'ed to make this their hos- 
pital kiso &S well OS batTBck, and it was really lamentable lu 
■eo the poor wounded FreDcbmen lying there in a bouse ibat 
was literally &lliug ahout their car^, the roof haring lieeu 
ipletely fired, while burning beams and rafters were con- 
tinoally dropping upon these poor helpless beiiigi. A Preach 
aorgeoa was still in cbai'ge of these men, and he had the 
politeaew to show us all over the fort. As it bad appeared 
from Ibe outside, it was in reality remarkably strong, and 
the place where our people bod made on attcnijit to escalade 
it, was pointed out to us; be said it was heavily mined, and 
that if our people had carried it by escalode, the mines would 
Miost likely have been sprung. There was fixed immediately 
opposite the gate a beam of wood, with holes bored in it, 
and about twenty musket barrels fitted into them, so as to 
command the entrance. These, I Imagine, it was intended 
to have fired by a train, us our people forced the gate, and 
it would have been like a hltle volley, which must have 
■wept away the first of the assailiiDts. The inhabitants 
•eetued greatly rejoiced when this business was concluded, 
md peace once more established in their city, and they vied 
with each other in showing us every mark of atteotiou and 
kindness, looking upon as as their deliverers. 

If I am not mistaken. It was here where our illustrious 
Chief played off a sort of innocent ruie npon some of the 
padres of the place. Soon al^er our arrival, and before the 
•ttempt upon the forts had failed, he went to visit soma 
of the principal cathedrals, &c. which remained entire ; the 
yrieats of course were proud to show their churches on each 
«& occasion. He admired them greatly, and praised them 
nucb ; but what seemed particularly to attract his attention 
was the extreme whiteness and cleanness of tbeir walls and 



ceiling, althoug'h they were so very lofty. He enquired how 
they muDn^eJ tu get up to them to keep them so ; and the 
unsuspecting Padre, without hesitation, led him to where 
they kept the immensely long Irtdden by vhich they ascend- 
ed. This WHS just the verj- thing he wanted in his meditated 
uttempt upon the forts, oud of course they, with others of 
A similar description, were prorured for that service. I will 
not Touch for the truth of the above, although 1 heard it, 
nnd 1 think it was not unlikely to hare taken place. Indeed 
hnd he made a formal demand for such things, it is not im- 
probable they might have denied they had them ; bat his 
having seen them himself precluded this. 

The forts surrendered on the 27th, and on the 28th the 
euemy's main body retired altogether ; for they soon learned 
the fate of the iHreioged, as they had oc^msionallj eommuni- 
cated in some measure by rockets thrown up, and answered. 
On the Slime dny, ourdirisjon moved forward to Castilhanos ; 
and the day foUowtng to Psrada de RuhinUis. On the 30lh, 
we reached Castrillo de Aguerino : and on the Ist of July. 
the town of Itavel-del-Rey. The next day, we moved on 
towards Rueda, a considemble town. Here we found the 
French in some force, their main body liaving retired across 
the Duero to Tonlesillas. The force in and about Rvedft 
consisted of both cavalry and infenlry, and seemed to act as 
a rearguard till the enemy's columns had time to GJe over 
the bridge at Tordesillas. I was at sorae distance in front 
of our division, the cavalry having preceded it, with whom 
I went forward. As we approached the place, a pretty large 
column of the enemy's in&ntry left it, and moved in the 
direction of the bridge. Some of our horse-artillery at this 
time came np, and fired Shrapnel shells into it, which did 
considerable execution ; one shell particnlorly having killed 
and wounded great numbers, unong whom was bb officer. 
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Kl tlimk ODe of tbe handsomest men I had almost ever seen. 
I Our caralry had a liltle brush with some squndrons of the 
ftanpmp a little further on in the plain, and capture<] a few 
■jnsouen. One of these n^s the sergeant -major of one of 
'r hussar regiments, und of all the men I erer saiv taken, 
P^is man evinceJ the greatest trepidation and alarm. He 
was ahsolntely like to sink to the earth, either from fear of 
what nwailed liimself, or fi'oni the effects of the contest in 
which lie had been engaged. He hiul lost his cap in the 
intj, and seemed like a person deprived of his st^nses. 
He must, notwithstanding, hare been looked upon by the 
French as a good soldier, and a valuable non-commissioned 
officer ; for I learned afterwards that tbey sent in n request 
tbat be might be exchanged for one of our sergeants whom 
they had captured, as it was intended immediately to pro- 
mote bim to the adjutancy of bis regimeat ; of course this 
> immediately complied witb. The enemy retired to 
{TanleaiUas, and we bivouacked near Kueda, a part of the 
lEcers being permitted to go into houses in the town du- 
il)g tile day. 
In this ntnation we remained for a day and a night ; but 
leing so powerfiil, the troops began to feel the ill 
ecte of the heat. They were accordingly brought into 
■Ibe town and quartered in the bouses. Here I experienced 
lore of that bostiiity liefore spoken of, on the following 
'ocrasion. In the number of houses allotted to my batta- 
lion, there happened to be some of the best of them witb- 
onl itables ; but as there was not time to examine farther 
than their ontward appearance, this could not be known by 
ne. I therefore marked off the houses according to cub> 
tarn, ^viflg the best, in point of appearance, to the senior 
officers in succession, and so on till all were serreil. It so 
Uppened that the house allotted to this officer, wbo bad 
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nearly the best in the battalioD given him, hkd no stable. 
TLis 1 was, from the fore-mentioned cause, totally ignorant 
of. Neither had 1 any stable in the house I occupied, Wti 
after some trouble, I had found one iii a house occupied by 
some of the men, where I hail put up my horses and mnlea, 
and went about the other duties of my station. In the 
evening' I was informed by my sen'ant that my animals 
had been turned out by this officer, and bis own pnt in, in 
their stead ; and that mine were ninning loose in a yani, 
be not caring what became of them. My saddlery, and all 
the mule-apparatus, (precious articles in this country,) had 
also been cast out. He was my tenior ofEcer, 
consequently obliged to bear tlii" ill-treatment. 

I menlion this little circumstaDce, liecaiise it will show 
with what itetermined and unrelenting hostility he pursued 
me. Indeed it might not have been so trifling an albir, 
for had I not heard of it in time, I might have lost erery 
liorRe and mule I possessed, which would bare been one of 
the most serioua disasters that could have befallen me. 
could obtnin no redress, for the captain before mentioned, 
who commanded the battalion, and this officer, being on 
rather unfriendly terms, he felt delicate in interfering is 
my behalf. Indeed 1 have some reason to bellere, that H 
was partly on account of his enmity to this captnin {with 
whom I still messed) that be so persecuted me. 

I own I was on this occasion strongly tempted lo de- 
mand that satisfaction which the rules of honour (as they 
are termed) dictate, for I then had not a Christian feeUag 
on this subject ; but af^er consideration and consnltatian 
with some friends, it was feared be might take adrantage 
of his superior rank, not only to decline giving me that 
satis&ction, but to report me, and thus destroy aiy pros- 
pects for lite, for he would hava been compelled to t 




r latt«r Bt«p liail he not acceded to mj demand ; and from 
e feeling he displayed townnls me, there is not tlie least 
doubt he would bave rejoiceil at such an opportunity of 
raining me. At this time, also, I bad verj- few real frieads 
who would hare stood by me ; for his secret machinations, 
and hitt having the ear of our brigadier, tended greatly to 
estran^ my forraer friends from me. 

All this, a« might be expected, tended powerfully to de- 
press mj spirits, and to cast a ginom over a mind hut too 
nwceptible of impressions of that nature ; for there is not 
any thing almost I nonld not do or submit to, to live on 
good terms with those I associate with, and indeed with all 
men. My mind was also much harassed at this time by 
receiving very unpleasant letters from EugUnd on the sub- 
ject of the goods I before mentioned, and which had not yet 
reached any farther than Abrantes ; and as the men began 
to be ill crff for want of clothing, I obtained leave to proceed 
forthwith to Abrantes, to endeavour to get both the clothing 
Aod goods brought up to the regiment. I therefore set olf, 
accompanied by one sen-ant on a mule, leaving the other 
■nimaU with the battalion, and proceeded on the 16th on 
my journey, and passing through Ravel-del-Rey, J halted 
(or the night in a village where the seventh division was 
quartered. As I knew some of the officers of the 5lBt, I 
took up my aliode with them for the night, and they indeed 
received me very kindly. My friends spent the evening 
very merrily ; but, about midnight, they were called out 
and pnt under arms, expecting shortly to turn in again, as 
Ibey told me ; but they were marched off, and left the place 
entirely, leaving only my servant and myself in occnpation 
of the town. 

Il seems that Marmont, with bis whole force, had moved 
from Tordesillae, and had threatened Lord Wellington's 
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com muni cation with StkUmonca. In order, then, to keep up 
a con-etponduig movement, and be rendy to t^e advantage 
of any islse step the enemy might make, his lordship with- 
drew his whole force, and began to retire as Marmont ad- 
vanceil. Thus, in the morning', to my Biirprise, bU the army 
had leil the neighbourhood, and as 1 was not certain who 
the next visitors might be, I quickly decamped from » vil- 
lage now left open to the enemy. I got on at a con^der- 
able pace, as both my servant and myself were riding, and 
un the 19th I reached SaUmBncA. 

During- yesterday's march I heard a considerable catmon- 
ade to my right and rear, and I afterwards learnt that the 
two armies had come nearly in contact with each other, 
and some skirmishing and exchange of shots had taken 
place. J did not stop in Salaranncft longer than to draw 
rations for ourselves and animals, being anxious to get on 
as fast as possible, to try to get up the supplies while the 
army remoinei) near the frontiers, for it was suU expected 
Ihey would adruice into the heart of Spain, notwithstand- 
ing the present partial retreat. I accordingly tuoved on 
that evening to Matilla, and continued thus making stages 
of thirty or forty miles a-dny, and on the 25th 1 reached 
Abrantes ; but on the preceding day I was overtaken by 
Lord Clinton, going home with the disputcbes relatira to 
the glorious and decisive battle of Salamanca, which Cook 
place on the 22d. His lonlship was nearly worn out, beiog 
actually asleep on his horse as he rode past me, for b« had 
never once stopped from the time he first set out. I leanit 
the news from the person who accompanied him. It is 
impossible to describe the joy this information oreated 
among the Portuguese iuhuliitants of the village. I stopped 
for the night at Gaviie. 

I found at Abrantes a detachment of our second hatta- 




i lioD proceeding to join the army ; but, to my sorrow, leftrnt 

I there iTBg no chance of procuring' traDsjtortE for the clothing', 

^iftc^ for mootlis to corae. This was distressing infonnation 

, and of course ailded to the despondency already 

9ying upon my spirits : for the mercbante' tetters I woe 

^eontinuully receiring began to be most importunate, and 

indeed attributing the non'femittal of their money to a 

«r»nt of principle, and talkt>d of reporting my conduct to 

the Commander-in-Chief. 

Want of a proper religious feeling, under auch circnm- • 
stances, as might be expected, laid me open to great temp- 1 
tatjona. I therefore, to drown sorrow, and because I h 
always been too much addicted to it, began to gire way to 3 
intemperance, and, filing in with a number of officera (rf 1 
ray dissipated habits, I was led on to indulge in the moat 
vile and abominable of all vices, drunkenjiets, to an exi 
almost incredible. But the gloom still seemed to thicken, 
and a daric cloud seemed impending over me, of which I 
tns fully aware, and wrote home to my friends to that 
effect. At length my birthtlay, the 4th of August, arrired, 
and which must, as my unhappy companions in sin urged 
OB me, be kept with all due jollity. Accordingly, a doieii 
of strong port-wine was procured, and we boozed away 
most joyfully, the whole being drank by about four or five 
of OS. This produced constipation id the bowels, and had 
nigh brought me to my end ; but my mind was more affect- 
ed, if posaille, than my body. About two days after this 
debanch, on my retiring to bed at night, 1 felt an unusual 
iadinalion to rise up and fall down on my knees, to offer 
■p my evening prayer ; for, notwithstanding all my wicked- 
aCM and forgetfulness of God, I had not altogether abon- 
med the ybrm of Maying my prayers at night, but it waa 
rayi aiter I lay down. I resisted this impulse, however, 
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to rise Bnd pray, bdiI, after mumbling over my Jbmt mtb- 
out \he tpirif, I enilcuvoured tu cuuijiogh mjself lo sleep. I 
(lid sleep Ibr b while, during which I was troubled witL 
name cunfii^ed luid incoherent dreuma ; but soon after a« a- 
king, gracioiLs God I what were mv feeling then ? Despw, 
black despair, had seized upon me. I rushed oat of bed, 
and rolled upon the floor like oue distntcled, as imleed I 
was. Oh I what would I theo have given that I had neTer 
been born, or that I could cease to exist I Had it been pas- 
sible, by throwing inj body into the flames, to annihilate ibr 
ever my consciousness of being, how gladly wonid I faaiv 
done it ! But no — the terrors of the Lord were upon mtt, 
iind dmnk up my spirits ; and no one wbo has not been id 
u similar situation can form the most distant idea of the 
misery which preyed upon me. The pains of hell got ioM 
upon me, and hope seemed for ever to be shut out from my 
mind. 1 believed I had sinned past all redemption ; tiMt 
llie mercy of God could not possibly he extended to me j 
and of (he efficacy of the Redeemer's blood I knew nntbiRg. 
Oh I this was a time much to be remembereil by me, ibr 
none but He who afflicted me, and my soul whtdi bo*e 
The affliction, knows what I then suffered I 

At length the moruing came, but with it no comtbi^ far 
me. One of my sinful and dissolute comjianions came to 
see me, but he seemed greatly shocked at the recital of my 
woful lale, and I believe then formed for himself resolutions 
of amendment, which 1 fear, poor fellow, he never was Me 
to fulfil. He did not long survive, but was shortly afWc. 
called lo his awfut Recount, whilst I am spared, — a moiui- 
ment of the long-suffering mercy of God. Amongst all my- 
companions in error and wickedness, I could not procuTOa 
liibte, and, as a proof of the ungodly state 1 was then in, 1 
hud not one myself. This poor tnuod, however, had a 
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I ^sjner- Ixiok, wliich be l^nt me, and out of which I eagerly 
I aOuglt for comibrt and hope, hat in vain, for all w 
BW. Y«B — and all who make GcmI tbeir enemy, will find in 
Uw hour fif need, that every other creature and thing will 
I AU to yield tliem comfort ; hut I had sinned too deeply and 
pereeyering^ly to find peace speedily. Oh I in what 
Uack amy did th<^ sins of my whole life pass before me, 
Mad how did I sigh for annihilation ; or, if I foold in any 
««y alone for my wickeclne°e, if 1 could hut ^o and bury 
myulf in a cave or den uf the earth, nnd forego for ever all 
iaterconrae with mankind, bow easily and how cheaply did 
I then conceive I should purchase pnnJoD and peace 1 But, 
J I knew nothiag of the way of reconciliation with an 
«&nded God, although I had been duly instructed in my 
ith. 1 was in such agony of mind that I scarcely heeded 
iBy \'oAy, but was prevailed upon to have a surgeon, who 
■dtnintstered what he conaidered necessary, but without 
effect. My boweb had ceased to perform their functions, 
this no doubt would greatly affect my head ; still, al- 
though this, as B second cause of the distraction of my mind, 
tVSB easily discoverahle, yet the great Jtrst cause, not only 
of Diy disorder, but of all its effects, was the God against 
wbom I bad so grieroasly sinned, nnd from whom alone I 
eoold hope for the removal of my present sufferings. But 
ha|>e was at this time banished from my breast, and I gave 
nj^ielf up to all the agonies of a soul tlmt Is lost for ever; 
but ctill I conld not rttt iti this sad situation. I therefore 'J 
DOW determined to set off for Lisbon, in hopes that 1 might 
ubtein from the chaplain, nho was stationed there, some 
«ligkt alleviation of my misery, for none hot Roman Ck- 
tboJic priests were to be found where I then was. I accord- 
ingly set off, accompanied by my eerrant, but in such a 
bony, and so utterly regardless of all worldly c 
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tbftt I left my baggage in my quartere, which wos taken 
care of by the friend before mentioned. 

I started in the nfternoon of the second day afier my 
attack. The sun was scorching hut above my bead, but I 
regarded it not, seeing there was a hotter fire wiihin me ; 
indeed I belieyed I could not mortify my flesh sufficiently, 
no blind was I at this time of the nature of atonement. My 
feeling was, that I had an Almighty enemy over me ; that 
His eye was upon me for evil, let me go where I would ; 
and that I could not possibly escajw from the destruction 
which He would shortly indict upon my soul. How gladly, 
us I rode along, would I hare solicited the rocks and mono- 
tains to &1I upon me, and hide me from His sight, did I 
believe they could hare availed for this purpose t But no^ 
I felt it was impossiWo, and that I must endure for a short 
while longer the lighter punishment he had then laid upon 
me ; and by and by I must drink to the dregs the cup 
of His everlasting indignation. O, sinners I he persuaded 
to flee from the wrath to come, for indeed one of the 
slightest terrors of the Almighty is enough to drive to dis- 
traction tho strongest mind, and to appal the stoutest 
heart I 

I arrived at Galigao, the place of tny intended rest for.tfae 
night — and here I was attacked with ague and fever in addi- 
tion to my other disorder — this was the effect of my expo- 
sure to the sun in so weak a stale. But I cared not for my 
body. I knew that would return to the duet from whence 
it was taken. But oh I the never-dying soul — to think that 
it should endnre eternal and omnipotent wratb, overwhelm- 
ed me with dread indescribable. My miud, it is true, was 
affected by my disorder ; but it could not be termed insanity 
or madness, for I even now remember with great distinctneat 




DREADFUL DESPAlIt. 



ilia feeling« I then experiontecJ, and those feelings retnained 
with me for a considerable time aflerwards. 

Here I felt myself extremely ill, and believed I coaldoot 
smrive till morning. I consequently got my servant to 
make down my bed in a corner of the room I occupied, with 
his own near it, and told him tji leave the c»ndle burning, 
far that my time could not be long. I tvas compelled to sub< 
mit, and quietly lay myself down, in dreadful expectation of 
the fatal hour, and when, as I imagined, the infernal fiend 
would be commissioned to seize and carry otf my soul to its 
abode of everlasting misery. I could not pray, nor had I 
any the most distant hope that my sentence could be re- 
Tflrsed, for I fully believed it had been finally pronounced 
by Him who cbangetb not. 

Daring this woful night, I appeared to possess a sort of 
•econd self, a being which existed and thought and reason- 
ed quite distinct from that ms who was stretched upon the 
lor, and which appeared to upbraid mo with the misery it 
11 then suffering, and was still to suffer, for the sins of my 
L'tiMt abandoned life. Iknownot whether any other person in 
Ldespairevercjtperiencedthisfeehng; but to me it was quite 
L tAvions, for I remember distinctly the sin to which it more 
u puticnlarly drew my guilty attention. Was not this the 
y aoul which will exist when the body is dissolved, and may not 
k cuch an npbraiding take place between the bo<ly and the soul 
J when the former sliall be raised to joiu the latter in the 
I judgment ? But the feet is, my soul was that night as it 
t on the point of taking its departure from the tene- 
L laeni of clay, and seemed strong to endure the everlasting 
^ wrath of God. 

I do not know whether I slept any during this dreadful 
L&ight ; hut morning came, and with it a certainty that I was 
[ atill in this world, but without the hope that this might have 
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beeu expected to produce. I felt as in a fire, yet I scarcely 
durst put my burning haoda into the water my eerrant 
brought me. I felt convinced that I bad forfeittad all claim 
to any thing like blessings, and that cur«es, both in body 
uikd soul, were nlone my due. 

Ill OS I was, howcTer. I proceeded on my melantholj 
journeVi not with any hope that a minister of religion could 
give me any relief, hut a drowning man will catch at a straw. 
Oh ! how strong, how awfullj' strong, did my &oul appear 
ut thii time, to endure the treroeniloiis wrath of Omnipo- 
tence, whibt my body seemed fiisl Binking into its original 
element I 

I reached Lisbon in two days from this time, baring taken 
a boat at Santarem. I ate nothing, with a trifiing excep- 
tion. I hud no inclination for food, nor did I think I ought, 
for the reason before given ; my only sustenance was alittle 
water which I kept in a bottle, and with which 1 naw aod 
then moistened my parched lips. 

I arrived at Lislion about daybreak in the morning, and 
proceeded as well as I wae able to a friend's house, and 
knocked at the door ; hut shocked indeed were he and his 
wife, when they saw me standing below, more like a gbo«t 
than as inhabitant of this world. Indeed jt is not easy to 
describe my looks at this time ; there must have been roach 
of that spiritual misery depicted in them which a. coctirmed 
despair no doubt produces. Tliey took mo in, and afler 
bearing my woliil tale, prepared to do for me the best tliot 
lay in their power ; they gave me their own bed, takinj; b 
pallet for themselves, and treated me as if I bad been thtai 
brother. He, poor fellow, is no more, but his beloved and 
kind partner still lives, and may she always enjoy tbal hap- 
piness she seemed so desirous of contributing to on tbis oc- 
casion) and everlasting happiness hereafter I As soon as it 




could be coDVoniently done, the clorgynian was sent for, 
uid also a medical officer, alrhough froot neither had I any 
bope. fint, nifts I from the former, although a kind and ajm- 
pktluEing man, I derived but little benefit. He did not 
direct me to the only source of a sin-siuk being's hopes, the 
Lamb of God which tuketh awaj the sin8 of the world. He 
made my hopes to centre too much in my own resolutions 
and afler-doings. No doubt, as my sins bad been enormoiu 
and flagrant, my repentance ought to be proportioned ; bnt 
when be saw me i)owed doH'n under an indescribable senee 
of gailt, oht had he, like Paul to the jailer, pointed me to 
the Saviour, how unutterably precious and acceptable wotJd 
it have been to my soul ! I do not remember that any one 
diuKcter in scripture is described as having felt more liiUy 
■nd more keenly the sinfulness of sin, and of its consequent 
danger to the soul, than I did at this time. How thankiiilly 
WOtlM I hare accepted the mode of salTation pointed out in 
the gospel ; for indeed I was but too much (as all natural 
men are) inclined to expect panlon and happiness from the 
things which, if God spared me, 1 intended to perform. Btit 
He only knows best. 7~his kind gentleman wrote me out 
prajere, and seemed much interested in my wel5ire ; not- 
withstanding, the gloom of despair still hung heavy on mCi 
and «t length ; and when the kind medical iHend was enabled, 
«ft«r repeated efforts, to procure me some relief 1 felt as if 
it WM only the prolonging of my existence, in order that I 
might fill up the measure of my iniquity. This, I am now 
Aillr persuaded, was a suggeatiou of the Father of Lies, in 
s probably of prevailing upon me to adopt the awful and 
rable resolution of Judos to get rid of life. 
I thank God this was the only temptation of that natur« 
■niiich he permitted tue to be exercised with ; for I felt no 
IfOclination even in my darkest hours to commit suicide, 
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fnlly believing that tlie utmost of my sufferings here conld 
bear no proportion to lho«e of the damned in hell. I con- 
seqaeDltj- bad no iiiclination to hasten them by mstiiDg into 
eteraitf ; this, it is evident, whs of the merciful goodoeoB of 
the Lord, and for which I am bound to be truly thankful. 

I continued in this state of mind for several months, uid 
eoalil not, with all my reading-, praying', and doing, find 
peace. My reading and praying seemed to me more like m 
irksome task, than an exercise in which I took delight. I 
had formed a resolution from the first to retire from the ser- 
Ti'cff, where it appenred to me I was e:ipoBed to so many 
temptations; but here theexperienced Christians ill perceive 
bow erroneous were my views, and I think feel pleased that 
I never tiilly elTected my purpose, although I made prepa- 
rations for it. Indeed I could not well feel eerlain that I 
should act right by retiring from the post to which God's 
providence had appointed me, although my firm determina- 
tion WM to live devotwl to Him. But, alas ! how wofiilly 
have I failed of maintaining that resolution I 

My health now gradually improved, under the kind and 
fostering attentions of ray warm-hearted host and hostesB, 
and it became necessary that I should resume my station at 
Ahrantes, which 1 did, in hopes of being able to obtain tran- 
sport from thence, although the army was at this time in 
the neighl)OHrhoo(I of Mailrid. But after returning to Ah- 
rantes 1 suffered a relapse, and was again brought to the 
borders of the grave, my miud still deeply impressed with 
my fonner ill forebodings, although not quite so distiesaing 
as before. I got my servant to read to me while I lay groan- 
ing on the floor, for I could not bear to sleep in a bed at 
this time, but felt little comfort fmu his endeavours, the 
Scriptures being at this time " a sealed book" to me ; so true 
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is it that till thi- gnce of God dispels our darkneEB we have 
no light in iiB. 

I think it is jirobable that some of my readers, on pera- 
(ing this port of my niirrstive, will be inclined to Bay, 
" surely this man must have beca an uncommon and atro- 
cious sinner, above all others, or he never would hove suf- 
' fered thus." I acknowledge with shame that I Lave been a 
most abominable and rile sinner, deflerring of all the Lord 
laid (t[>OD me, and much more, for I was, and am, fully de- 
wrring of hell fire ; and should that be my portion (as, 
throngb the merits and ButTerings of my Saviour, 1 have a 
bumble hope it will not be), I roust acknowledge the kind- 
seal and justice of God, although I perish for ever. But I 
would Bay to such readers, as our Saviour said to the Jews, 
thttt " except ye repent, ge shall likewise perish." Others 
may be inclined, on the contrary, to say, that all this was 
merely the effect of disease, and not nt all lo be resolved 
isto God's hatred of sin and puniahment of it in thia in- 
■tance. I acknowledge that it was the elfect of disease. But 
when God laid that disease upon me. He knew what effect 
it would produce upon my mind ; consequently, both disease 
tai mental agony came from Him ; and, because I knew it 
came from Him, " I held my tongue and said nolliing." 
And I have now, and I hope shall have fur ever, the great- 
Mt cause to bless His holy name for this, as one of the great- 
est mercies He ever showed me, for having thus tought me 
lo know how evil and bitter a thing sin is, and to seta juster 
Mtimateupon hisfevour. He thus taught me also to value and 
lore the Saviour, who alone can dehver me from the pun- 
ishment. I^c power, the pollution, and the love of sin, and 
to make me happy for ever. Blessed be His holy name, for 
He has done to me all things well, and I humbly hope to 
enjoy His favour for ever. 
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180 DEATH OF THE PAYMASTER. 

Daring my stoy at Lislion, my batman, whom I \iefon 
mentiuned an baT-iiig- lost, or rather sold, my mule, and who 
had here rtjotnei) me To take care of the horse and mule I 
had with me, either from remorse, or some other cause, 
made an attempt to cut his throat, and succeeded so &r as to 
aererthe windpipe, 1 believe, but did not quite effect hispor- 
p0M> He van found in a 5eld near Lisbon bleeding- neariy 
to death, and brought into the hospital, where, with great 
care, and after some time, he recovered. Indeed IB12 wu 
a sickly year, and many were affected strongly in the nund, 
several having committed liuidde, I believe. 

While I luy here ill the second time. I received a letter 
from the regiment telling me that the piiy mastership hod be- 
come vacant, the poor old gentleman with whom I rettim- 
ed to England last year, having -come out again to the Pe- 
ninsula, and got lis far »s Rodrigo on big way to the regi- 
ment, and there, being attacked with the same disease 1 had 
suffered bo much from, died ; and that as General Stewart, 
our colonel, hod arrived at Lisbon, I was to go and wait 
upon him, and that letters would be written from the regi- 
ment requesting him to recommend me for tbe situation. 

I with great difficulty again reached Lisbon, and waited 
upon the general, but to my great mortification 1 found tbe 
promised letters from the regiment bad never been received, 
and that another person had, in consequence, been recom> 
mended, he being the son of the late paymnster, and bad 
applied some time before. My disappointment did not prey 
upon my mind, for at this time I set very light indeed by 
the good things of this world, and felt conscious that I 
already possessed much more than I deEerred. I was com- 
pelled through illness to remain ngain in Lisbon some time, 
but found great difficulty to obtain permission from the 
commandant for so doing. My general, however, procured 
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Ime leare to stay till I should be able to resume my postal 

1 Abnuitcs. Here, not only myeelf, but uU tlie officers who 

« then in Lisbon, and also at the army, soffere*! much 

a the want of subsistence. 1 had at this period seven 

bs' pay due me, and could not obtain a dollar firom the 

: chest, although I wrote a note to the commandant 

ing him how I was suffering from want of.money. 

The army had in the meanlinie pursued the French, as 

e noticed, on one side to IVladrid, and on the other to 

OS ; hut the attempt to take the latter by storm baring 

I, and the enemy hnvtn» been able -to assemble a mom 

mmerotis force than Lord Wellington had before it, he iras 

i to retire from both those places to the frontiers of 

rtag«l. Tbediristou from Cndiz, the ^iege of which having 

d raised by our forivard movement in summer, had joined 

i anny at Madrid. Much was suffered, 1 understand, 

[ring this retreat, the troops having been exposed to great 

Rprivfttions, and the weather bein-j exceedingly wet and aii- 

plessant. My division, aiier the retreat, took up its 

^narters a^n in the villages on the Portuguese side of 

Rodri^o— my battalion being stationeil at the village of 

£speja. The army, ns might be expected from the late 

•erere and harassing service they had been engaged in, 

began to be extremely ill off indeed for want of clothing, 

nmny of the men being nearly quite naked ; in consequence, 

t pressing orders were sent from heail-qiiarters to 

f means possible to have the supplies immediately 

sd, for Abrantes at this time contained stores be- 

nging to almost every regiment in the army. My health 

Kvmg been considerably improved, I again returned to 

I depot, and, after waiting a few weeks, the means of 

nnsport were at last given me by the commissary there. 

d not say with what nkcrity I prepared for and com- 
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menced my long wished for journey. I had got a BuScKnt 
eecon assigned me, from a detachment of onr meo htdog 
about to join the regiment. 

We started about the beginning of January 1813, and 
proceeded on our route by wuy of Nixa, &c. I had been 
obliged to buy another horse from Gome cause which I do not 
now recollect, but when we were tearing the town just 
named, I found, on tiuTiing out to move off, ibat a large 
nail had been driven right up into the centre of one of 
his feet. Whether this was done accidentally, or by de- 
sign, I never couM learn, but the consequence wo» the 
loss of the horse. I bail great trouble also to keep the 
convoy, which consbted of abont a dozen bollock carte, with 
as many soldiers as an escort, together ; the drivers, if they 
wore not strictly guarded, very often made their Mcapet 
taking their bullocks with them during the night, and 
leaving the cart in our possession, g-lad, I dare say, that they 
got off so cheaply, for they seemed to have a great antipathy 
lu go with us. I was therefore compelled to collect them 
all together near Castello Branco, and making the soldiers 
load their rifles before them, told them as well as 1 was able 
that they had orders to shoot the first who attempted to 
desert with his bullocks. This had a good effect, for J believe 
we lost no more till we reached the regiment ; but, as we 
■pproacLc-d the frontiers of Spain, several of the drivers ran 
away without their cattle, preferring the loss of both bullocks, 
oart, and payment, rather than enter that country, of which 
the peasantry in general seemed to have a great dread. 
Those « ho stuck by us to the last, were rewarded with the 
bullocks and carts of tbe deserters ; but I think we did not 
take more than two or three out of the twelve to the regi- 
ment, the rest had all made their escape. Nothing can be 
conceived more tiresome than travelling with such a convoy. 




'The CBrts are all constructed upon the principle of the Iriab 
Otr; that is, the axle rolls round with tbe wheels, the; being 
Snoly united ; consequontiy the creaking- noise created by 
Ae fnction is loud and most onpleasant, and tbey have no 
ide> of grease or tar to diminish this, but believe in many 
fwta, if not in all, the noise to be a sort of holy noise, 
which keeps the devil from them. I found, in removing 
tkese Bt«re«, that great robberies bad taken place upon tbem, 
■erenU of the bales baring been opened while on board ship, 
great qoanuties of goods taken out, and their place lUled 
«p with old Ininsport bedding, &c. I found it necessary, 
bowever, to endeavour to bear up against all this, for my 
-wiod would not suffer me to dwell too much upon such 
■BufoTtanea. At length I amTod at the regiment, where 
indeed I was a welcome guesi, for they were greatly in need 
of all kinds of equipment. 

The officer who had rendered my life so unhappy before, 
hkd left the regiment, and gone into another fur distant 
from my present place of abode, for which I wna truly 
UunkfiJ, and his absence I found produced a great change 
in my &roar; for every one seemed glad to see me, and 
sympathized with me in my kte alarming illness ; in fact, 
tbe face of things was entirely changed for the Letter. I 
myself had benefited much by my late chastisement. I had 
learned to think meanly of myself, and to be kind and 
mbmissive to all to whom I owed submission : a virtue 
which, I fear, I was but too defirient iu before. 

All things now went well with me. The goods, which 
before had been such a source of uneasiness and trouble, 
were rapidly disposing of, and thus the prospect of tny eoon 
iang able to pay ray creditors became every day brighter. 
But, in the mean time, what I bad hinted at before took 
fUce: one of the merchants had actually reported me to 
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kk R<7«1 HighBtM the Dakc of Ywk. Tim mi^t, 
iwleed, hne drpfinJ m« «f mjr RNnnunaon, had hb Rojril 
Ififchirf b«a iMnh with mc ; tint he ansti > lettM- to be 
writtf In Bf H Mwti— < ti« g ^ »ttoer, (now Sir Andn-w Bar- 
■■i4.) lo call Ml m»e to i ifiiw wfa* 1 had not reiuilU-d the 
mcfrliaBl what I owfd him, aixi to acronnt for my not 
answering his leti««, irLirh he said I bad failed to do for 
WTtrral monlbit. ^I_? an^trer wa» retj simpie, as the reader 
tcawarei bat, with tvspect to the letters, I ihowed the 
colonel one, in irhich the merrbaiit acknowledged haring 
receired ooe Cnud me a short time preTionsl]'. This alau 
«raa aatig&ctory, and I had moreoTer remitted bim a aboft 
while before LdOO of the monpT I owed htm. ThecoloneJ 
was fullv satisfied, and wTute olT to bis Roral HighncBS 
accoriiioglf, and I heard no more of the biisi&esa. Soon 
aft«r the captain, wbo bad been acting as jMynuMter, was 
obliged to return to England, on account of ill health. 
After some neces:Mry stpps 1 »as appointed to this dnty, it 
l>eing an addition of lOs. per diem to my pay. According 
to the nrmy regatations, a person in my situation conld not 
be appointed acting poymaster ; but a committee uf thret 
(aptainB was formed, wbo took all the respoiiGiliilily of my 
tnuiiactions upon themselves, giving me, as before aaid, 
the whole lOs. per diem. This showed, at least, that tbey 
wore not afraid to tm&t themselves in my hands ; for I might 
have involved them deeply. In short, whateyer I did 
(almost) prospered, and a kind Providence seemed to mule 
upon me ; and I believe that irora this to the dose of the 
Ptminsular (ampaigns was the happiest part of my life. I 
have reason, therefore, to bless God for his unbooDded 
fooijtaa to me. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



M for Itic Field — AmiuemtntB ii 

-Advmnc* of UkF Athmj in poiviih of the Ezmsf ^CoiiH vp 
L.wilb Ifcctr iwpianl la the Tidnity of HwniUa de '"imiiMt Shir 

r irlth the IM brigade of the Eiiemj, ttbo IfB I 
rttreat — Our Arm; adiuice in pimnil — An | 
Ir between the rearguard of the Enemf and oar 4(h Brigade— 
M V)tMri>— Ceiural Eagagcmeul—Tbe Enrmj dafated— R<naik& 



:oiv this chapter, through the mercj' and goodoea 
of God, with brighter prospects th&n any 1 bare written 
hitberto ; for thongh I woe still ignumnt of the peculiar 
iloctrinea of Christiaoity, I believed God was at peace with 
me, and, from my late dreadfiJ safferings for sin, I certainljr 
waliced Terj circumspectly, and I believe I had ako more 
of the genuine feelings of a Christian, tboogrh not the 
knowledge ; for I was lowly in my own eyes, and loved all 
mankind, tn me tvu fiiUy verified at this time that nUi- 
lime, but seemingly ill understood, saying of our Saviour"*, 
" Bl«ssed arc the meek, for they shsll inherit the earth." 
I now was meek and lowly, and I had friends in abundance, 
■tid may truly be said to hare possessed or inherited the eLirtb, 
fbr 1 had plenty of every necessary good, and, withal, peace 
and contentment. I could not enjoy more bad I been in po»- 
•escion of more. Alas I how lamentable ie it that chastise- 
k2 
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mcDt Hhould prodDce u better effect upon me, than love xnil 
grotitDde to God is capable of doing- ; fur, to my ^hajne be 
it spoken, pride and ^elfishnees now prevail much more in 
my heart than tliey were able to do then ; and 1 find it much 
more difficult now to bring my mind down to that lowly 
itnd contrite feelings which with God is so accepluble, uid 
with the poeBessioQ of which only He promissB to dwell. 

As ihe oBicer whom I have had occasion so often to 
mention owed nie a trifle of money, I wrote to him, in »s 
friendly a manner as 1 could, hoping, now we were sepanted, 
that his enmity wonld cease, and I was deeinras of heiog- at 
kind ; for, aa I said before, I never yet 
my enemy. He wrote back, with an 
'T. telling me, he hoped never to huu- 
from me again, for that he was anxious to fui^et that such 
aperson had ever existed in the world. This, as mig'bt be sup- 
posed, wounded my feeling; deeply, but I remembePed that I 
had myself Binned us deeply against God, and that lie migiil 
raise up such instruments for my correction as seemed good to 
Him. My feelings, therefore, towards this person were more 
of regret and pity than of resentment, and I think 1 did not 
forget to pray to God for him. Poor fellow, he has a good 
while since been called to his account, and that in rMbtr 
an Bwfiil manner ; be fell in a duel, but which (from all I 
could learn) he was engaged in from the best motives, lh*t 
of endeavouring to prevent the seduction of a young ftmale 
belonging to his regiment, I hope he is at peace. 

Daring our stay in winter-quarters every exertion wa« 
made to put Ihe troops in a projicr state to take the field 
n;{uin, ED soon as the season was sufficiently advanced. Whfle 
we remained here also every sort of innocent arousemeoti 
ut least generally innocent, was bad recourse to, both hj 
officers and men, not only to pass the time of innctirity 
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t>9ntb pkainre, but to keep up tbat readiness for action 
^xltrajfs to necessary in beIkK of warfare. We acoonlingly 
Imd races, balls, plays, and every other de§criptioD o£ pas- 
lime our aituation admitted of. Ws in Eepija establiehed 
what was termed a Irij/ffer club, each one in turn giving an 
^ i«ntertiiinineat at his house, and at which, as the name would 
I inplfi as much gaue was produced as our sportsnien could 
The plays were generally held at Gallegoe, the 
iqturtia'of (be 43d, and which were indeed got upinasurpri- 
gMflejConsidericg the means of doing so. Aipalkiitgiiab 
i established in our 1st battalion, which was quartered at 
e frequently favoured with the 
■onipuiyof its memliere, for they thought nothing of set- 
luttcach with a long pule in his Land, and walking twen- 
f or more miles to dinner. Thue harmony and a brotherly 
a [iromoted amongst the ofiicers of the division, 
■•v« thing of great moment where regimenta have to act to- 
is well as pleasant to all parties. Some of our people 
also occasionally had a wolf-hunt, fur these animals were 
<|nite numerous in this part of the country : nuy, »o bold 
■rer« they when pressed with hunger, that they did not 
MTUpie sometimes to enter our villages, and devour whal- 
erer fell in their way that ihey could master. An officer 
of oars had an ass or a mule torn to pieces one night while 
ding in the yard behind his house. Tlie mode of hunting 
Item was, to have a certain number with arma stationed 
1 the different passes in the wood, whilst a large party 
t drivers scoured the wood in line, driving every thing 
before them, when the animals, coming upon the armed 
people, were shot ; bat 1 do uot think they were at all 
•nceessful : it requires people accusloiued to the husinecK 
p enable them to kill many. There is a premium given for 
prery wolTs head, but I forget how much it is. 



IN WISTER-QUARTEKS. 

I smnetimes took a trip lo the Azava, or the Ague<la, ou 
> fiahing excursion ; but I wm ill off for fishing tacklt; : the 
hooka the SjiuuiArrU make ere the clumsiest things imafi- 
nalile, and woulil not, 1 am perauaded, he made with less ilex- 
lerity hf the Datives of New Zealand. Those which we 
wpre li)rL'«d to use for fly-hooks had a hole or eve at the 
top, like the crook which you will sometimes see is a 
butcher's shop, iutended to he hung upon another, which 
was foi'mei] by turning the wire down again, and through 
this they run their line ; besides, they almost inrariably 
liroke, and I have been wofully tantalized sometimes by ha- 
ving the hook break off the only fly that the fish were 
taking ; notwithstanding, I canght some very fine trout 
in the Agueda, this river abounding with them. I 
sometimes also caught barbel in that river; but it WM 
literally swarming with a sort of roach, or what some of our 
people colled rock-fish : they generally feed from some , 
Btuff they find on the large stones. But as the season ap- 
proached which was to coll us to the field, a review of th« 
whole division was ordered to take place on the plain of 
£«pija, and which, 1 think, was as briUiant a spectacle 
nf that description ns it was possible for 5000 men to make. 
Every regiment was in high and complete order, Ibe whole 
having by this time been fully equipped for the campaign : 
the movements, too, were lieauliful, and executed with 
great precision and promptitude, and, as might be anticipa- 
ted, called forth the unqualified approbation of our illustri- 
ous Chief: 

A new and different arrangement was made this earn- 
poign wilh respect to both officers and men in their field- 
equipment. Experience had proved that constant bivon- 
ncking injured the men's health, as the mode they had 
iidopted la«t year, though very ingemous, was not calen- 




TENTS SUrPLrED TO THE ARMY. 

Uted to protect tbem Bnfficiently fi-om exposure to the 
weather. Tbej hsA last campaign been ordered each n 
to have loops sewed on ut the comer of his blanket ; tbus, 
when in the &eU, two of these were united, and spread over 
two stand of arms set op at the ends for poles, and being 
bstened down at the other corners with bayonets, they form- 
«d ft KRt of tent, into which perhaps four men mig-ht creep ; 
but then they had thus only two blankets to serve as a bed 
lor the whole four men ; consequently they would, in cold 
we*ther, be much exposed. This campaign each company 
rtceiveA four tents ; thus allowing about twenty men for 
each, and the otficen of each company bad one among them, 
and the field and statf officers in like proportion. These 
were carried on mules, which before bad carried the camp- 
kettles ; but these being exchanged for smaUer ones, the 
men carried tbem in turns upon their knapsacks. Thus it 
raraly happened that the tents were not on the ground 
ncwiy aa soon as the men ; but strict orders were given al- 
ways to encamp out of sight of the enemy, if ptacticable, 
that they might not be able to calculate our numbers. 
How very different from the ancient mode of encamping! 
emch of which being more like a town laid out with regular 
■tnets, &c. &c. But war was a very diiferent thing in those 
d>fs, and could Marlborough have risen to see one of our 
stnggling und irregular mountain camps, I know not what 
hie feelings wuub) have been : he would, I fear, bare 
Ibongbt we had sadly degenerated. 

All being now ready for opening the campaign, a part of 
Ibe anny, under Sir Thomas Graham, crossed the Dooro 
low down in Portugal, and proceeded up the right bank, 
wtil« we, with Sir Uowland Hill's ciirpB, moved forward in 
A» direction of Salamanca and Toro. On the 2l6t of 
M»j, our division broke up Avm its cantonments, and 



AOVANCTE OF THE ARMY. 

■t>W Mt the rilUge of St Felices «1 Cbico, a few nuke 
CiniWl Rodri^o, etch regimrat haring had th> 
Af«e<la to fonl in its march to this camp. Our dirision at 
lliu tim* TOiwistwl of the following corps : — vie. the lit 
lirignilr, nnilM' General Kentpt, was composed of the 43il 
Kgiment, 17th Portiignifw, and the 1st anil 3d hattalioosof 
mj' rt^miTDt ; the Sd brigade, nnder General Skerrit, con- 
tained the 53d ivgiRient, Ul and 3d Portuguese ca^tAom, 
mi ibe Sd baltalinn of my regiment ; one troop of borse 
srtillerr, ntxler Colonel Ross, was attached to the dirisioD ; 
the whole being- under the command of General Charles 
Allen. On the S3d, we tnored on to Martin del Key, near 
the riTer Yeltee, by the side of wbich we encamped. Ob 
the 23d, we marcheil to and encamped near San Munoi, 
where the division had, I understand, suffered coneidembty 
dunng the retreat of last year, from the French having 
gained ground upon Ibom, and severely conuonadeil them 
from a hnghl near this village. On the :i5thi we moved 
on Id Koliliza, having baited the day before to en&lde the 
other division to come up with us. We next momiug 
Riarcd fnrwanl to the little river Valmuzo, a few miles on 
the Portngal side of Salamanca, and alluded to in luy former 
odviuice. Here we halted for three hours during mid-day 
and cooked, and in the aflernoon advanced to the fotd of 
El Canto, on the river Tormes, and about two leagues be- 
low Salamanca. Here ne encamped for the night, and re- 
mained next day also. Lord Wellington, with some raralry 
we understood, had entered Salamanca, where only a ntaik 
force of the enemr's cavalry had been found, and which re- 
tired immediately: but I believe some tittle ekirmiBhing 
took place l>etH'een the parties. On the morning of the 
ii8tb we forded the Tonnes, and advanced towarda AJdn 
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the day, the 



I 



NaevB de Figiiera, which we reached late ii 
diistance Iieiug about tweiity-foiir miles. 

While we lay ut El Canto, a few of our oflirers visited 
SalanniDca, in hopes of meeting- some of their old friende of 
Uet year ; hut not a viva greeted their ears ou entering the 
city ; a, sort of suspicious look of recognition was all they 
fionid obtain from those people, who had received us only 
]a«t summer with such extravagant demonBtrotions of joy. 
No doubt they bad been made to suffer for their former ex- 
|Vessions of attachment to us, for Ibe French had in almost 
•rery place their partisans, who doubtless would uot tail to 
giva them, on their return, an account of the manner in 
vliich the English bad been received, and the contributioos 
voold be laid on accordingly. 

. We remained at Aldea from the 28th May to the 2d of 
JniM) waiting for information Irom the corps under Sir 
Xbomae Graham, it befng intended to form a junction at or 
about Tow, where it was expected the enemy hud a consi- 
danble force ; this was distant &om us about thirty miles. 
While we continued here, I took a trip to Sir Rowland Hill's 
ttriwoD, where I had a townsman, an oHicer in the 28tb, 
bat bad not tbe satisfuction of seeing him. I bad other 
friends in that division, however, with whom I and my com- 
pftoions spent tbe day in great harmOny and satisfaction, and 
M evening returned to our camp, about four miles distant, 
faiglily gratified. 

On tbe 2d of June, we set off early in the morning, and 
afrircd at Villa Buena about mid-day, where we halted for 
three hours to cook and refresh, after which we continued 
oar march towards Toro, which we reacbod in the evening, 
bot the enemy having destroyed the bridge across tbe Douro 
bia place, we encamped for the night in some fields on 
lefi bank of the river. We learnt here that the hussars 
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Att&cbed to Sir Tbomas Graham's division had atlsckeiJ u 
corps of French c*raby bdcd at^er their having quitted Togo, 
and with whom a ri?!^ smart affair had taken place, the 
enemy being completely routed, and about 150 prisoners 
taken from them. Our cavalry, 1 believe, lost an officer on 
this occasion, n-ho fell into the hands of the enemy. No> 
thing could exceed the miserable appearance of the horses 
taken from the Freuch on this occasion ; they appeared mUy 
half starved, althoug-h at this season there was plenty of 
green fonge to be had ; they must either have been sadly 
n^tected, or have l>een doing exceeding bard duty. 

The bridge having been rendered passable for the men, 
the division crossed on the following morning, the horses 
and mnles fording the river. We left Tore immediately, and 
moved on in pursuit of the enemy, and encamped that oighl 
at Terra Buena. On the 4th, we reached the convent of 
Espinar, and encamped on a heightjust over it. It (ru a 
most picturesque and beautiful piece of country around this 
convent, but itself appeared to have been lately rendered 
nnin habitable. J believe the monks bad been driven away 
by the French, but not a soul remained to enquire of; all 
about the building was desolation. We next day ailvancMl 
to the village of Mudi?iTa, and on the 6th to Amperdia,and 
on the 7th we mnrrheJ through the city of Palentia, and 
encamped outside the walls, on the banks of the river Car- 
Here the inhabitants evinced the same degree of enthu- 
siasm on our entrance as we had been accustomed to wilne«e 
in other large towns, till the French had taught them a lit- 
tle more circumspection, and which the good people of Pti- 
lentia would have been most probably fully taught, bad these 
good friends of theirs ever got possession of their city Bgnin. 
Some time after we bad pitched our camp, and were strolling 
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•bout tilt city, the lifeguards entered, aod were of course 
Mlated wHb repeated vJTBS. Oneof the meo, a rather caun- 
l try-looking youngfellow, cried out, " Ay, the folks be always 
I gW to see we lifeguards," happily supposing, no doubt, 
it they were inteuded as a particular complimeal to his 
L 9orpt alone. All the country through which we had march- 
] ad lor wverel days past, was one continued plain of waving 

■ torn, mostly wheat of the very finest description. There 
9 hedges or dikes, but, as before noticed, only land- 

IDSriu to (livide the different lields, so that its appearance is 
like an immense sea, stretching as far ob the eye can reach, 
the long corn unduluting with the wind as the wares in tliu 
ocean. 

Ou the 8lh we marched forward and encamped at the vil- 
lage of Tamara, the weather having, from being exceedingly 
fine, and indeed rather hot, set in extremely wet and cold, 
and thus n;ndered marching very unpleasant. We next day 
imclted La Pciia, (the name, it may be remembered, of the 
sea Spanish hero,) the weather continuing very coarse 
d stormy. On the lOth we continued to advance, and 
' OMfching through the village of Framoso, and pasaing over 
ft tmnai which L-rosses here, we halted for the night on the 
Oght bank of the river Pisuerga, neiir the village of Lan- 
tadilln. In all these late movements, we had experienced a 
great d«liciency of fuel for cooking and drjring oar clothes 
when wet, neither forest nor bush-wood being to be seen for 
days together, and indeed scarcely one soUtary tree to be 
met with — nothing but corn ; so that we were occiisionally 
compelled to resort to the cruel and nncbristianhke expe- 
dient of pulling down bouses to obtain the limber with 

■ which they were built for the purpose of cooking, or we 
Most have eaten our food raw. This, however, woa done in 

ft ft regular and systematic order, the Alcalde of the village 
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ixrioting oat such of the houses as were to he doomed to 
the fire, and tlie troupe taktog no more than was abeolntelj 
neceMBiy. It is utonUhtng to nie bow the natites them- 
nlrCB exist for want of this article of first necessitT. 

From this Tillage we moved forward on the 11th, and 
crowing the Pisnerga. msrched dd the town of Pallado, 
which we pBiSBed, and reached the village of Lundrino, nekr 
which we encamped for the night. 

From the time we left Torn, the enemy bad been gm- 
duaUf retiring before ua, hsring withdrawn his farces firom 
all the strong places on tbe Douro, and seemed concenlm- 
ting somewhere in the direction of Burgos or Vittoria. Ex- 
cepting our cavalrj, no part of our forces ever had the sa- 
tisfaction of seeing a Frenchman hitherto clnring the whole 
of this long and rapid march ; but on the morning of the 
12th, as we now approached Burgos, it was fully expected 
that we sbonld be able to get a sight of the fugitives : and 
iiccordinglj, after we had left our lost night's quarters, and 
marched a few miles in the direction of the city, a pretty 
strong body of the enemy's cayalry was seen drawn out on 
a high plain, a little above the village of Homilla de Ca- 
miSo. These were supported by a diriflion of infiuitn' 
farmed in square, and occupying the outer edge of the high 
plain facing the nay we advanced, and apparently ohserring 
our motions. On diM:overing this force^ our dirisicm wi« 
halted to give the cavalry attached to us time to ride for- 
uard to reconnoitre, and ascertain more exactly tb« fbree 
before us, than could be done while we were on the lotr 
ground. 

I rode forward with our cavalry, which, pas»ng by the 
enemy's square of infantry, approached the main body of 
their cavalry. It not being, however, tbe intention of the 
French to fight here, Ihey sIoh ly and orderly retired before 
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the plain ; bat he we had left tfae sqii&re of iotantiy 
Miind OS, the guns attached to our cavalry turned 
in that direction, for this body Geemed inditTurent aboat the 
movements of our cavalry, and it wag not till our division 
began to ascend the hill that they evinced the slightest in- 
tention of rftirring. On seeing them, however, they quickly 
decamped, and as they had to pass within 150 yards of the 
position our gims hud taken up, I imagined coneiderable 
izecution must have bten done upon tliem before they got 
reach. But, sironge to say, I believe only one 
'ringle man was knocked down by tlie great nnmlwrs of shot 
fired at them. It must have heen owing to the relativs 
sitnationa of the two parties ; they passed down a bollow 
wmy whicli led from the high plain in the direction of the 
Borgos road, and which covered them completely till they 
came immediately below our guns, when it became a difficult 
matter to depress them so as to bear upon the enemy's 
square u they passed us. However the whole turned round 
and gave ns a regular volley, fur, as we were so much abovo 
them, there was no danger from their firing in square; 
but this, althongfa the shots llew pretty thick about us, was 
not productive of any mischief that I rememlier. They re- 
tired Iu:toss the plun below us, pursued by another division 
of eon which had advanced on our right, and between whom 
and the French a pretty smart skirmish took place. So 
toon as their inisntry were clear from us, their guns opened 
out from the opposite side of the river upon us on the 
height, but, the distance being considerable, their shot did 
httlc execution. It was evident this force was only left 
here as a rearguard, to ascertain otir movements a'nd force, 
Set, We encamped for the night near the road by which 
we bad ascended the high plain ; but were awoke early 
next morning by a tremendous explosion which shook the 
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eurtb beneath Hb, although at the distance of 6 or 7 miles 
troDi BurgoB) the castle of which the enemy bod Itlown up, 
mill retiretl altogether. We soon aflcr commeuced our march, 
nriili leaving that irity to our right, made a long march in the 
rlirection of the Ebro, and baltud for the night near the 
village of Tovar. The next daj we moved od to Quinlanajar, 
and on the 15tli, afler a King march, ne reached the EbiV, 
und hiUted at the viliagi? of Puente Arrenas, Bituat«d in the 
ddiglitiul valley of Veras. This is one of the most 
jiii'luresque and hceiitiful yaUefs in Enrope, I dare say. 
XN'hen you arrive at the brow of the hi^h ground orer the 
Ebro, a sight breaks ujKm you all at once which is indescri- 
bably grand and beautiful ; — a large river rolling under jou, 
beyond which a rich and fertile valley, laden with the frail« 
iif a hundred orchards, with charming villas and fcrm-houBee 
ilispersed through all tbe lawn ; a stupendous bridge, of 
I know not how many arches, leading you across thi!. 
ij)tigni£cent river ; and the whole closed by high and beetling 
rocks Jutting out of the high woody bank on the opposite 
side. It really appeared like enchantment when ve Artt 
lurived within sight of it, from the long dreary plains ne 
bad been so long traversing. Here, for the first lime dnce 
we entered Spain, did «e meet with " mantecs de Tftca," or 
" tow butter," tdl (he other we bad lieen compelled to use 
liitherto for want of better, was wbat they call " mnntecn 
de puerco," or " bog'sOard." The women who brought it 
wore a quite different dress from those we had seen in the 
jiarla we had passed through ; the women bad on gener«1lT 
yellow stockings, with abundance of petticoats of red, yellow. 
gi-er-n, &C. &c^ and were all very stout-made; they were, I 
belii;ve. from Asturiae, Poor creatures, many of them 
followed us with loads of butter, wine, cheese, &c. Sic, ereti 
into Fraaoe, so pleased were they with tbe excellent pnf« 




tiietr nierchundifie brought amongst us; indeei], weliiulbecn 
so ]oog [l«bArre<l the enjojment of butter and cheese, that 
ire would have given almost any price to get them sweet and 
^idod. They carried their loads (and tremendoiu ones they 
were) as the flesh-wives in Newcastle carry theirs, that is, 
1^ passing a broad leather belt across the forehead and over 
the shoulders, and so underneath the heavy load upon their 
tftcki They were a civil and obliging race of beings, 
Wd apparently much more industrious and cleanly than 
the rest of their country people. 

We left this delightful spot on the morning of the I6th, 
'Crowing the course of theriverupwards for about a league, 
'4lien tumiog short to the right, passed through an eocloseil 
vonntry, and halted for the night at the town of Medina 
pel Pomar. This is a considerable'sized place, in which waf 
% nunnery, the inmates of which greeted us with hearty 
-««lcome( and vivas, with waring of handkercbiele, &c., 
lliroiigb their strongly iron-graled windows, where they 
faan resembled criminals of the worst description shut up 
7b a atrong prison, poor things, than people who hod de- 
voted themselves to the service of their Maker. Next 
morning, we moved forward through a country almost with- 
uat roods; wp were, in fact, crossing the country in order to 
get nearer to the great road leading from Madrid to Vittoriu, 
■nd on which the enemy's army was then retiring. We 
encamped for the night, af^er a fatiguing day's roarch, on u 
«roody height near the Utile river Loza, We took the high 
erannd on this occasion for our encampment, although ex- 
tremely ioconventeut and uncomfortable, being among 
Wnmps and brush'wood, where there was scarcely rooi 

itch our tents ; this was in consequence of being in thfel 
;hboarbood of a considerable force of the enemy, whidt'^ 

'US retreating, as before noticed, along the great road. 
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The next morning, the I8th of June, we started pretty 
early, and calcnlating that ve ehould this day come In con- 
tact with the above force, we marched in snch a manner a« 
to be rett<lyi when that event took place, to take advantngre 
of any faTourable circumstances that might offer. We bnd 
in our front a squadnin of Ilnssars belonging to the German 
Lpgioti,and which were generally attciclied to ourdirision. 
About mid-day the squadron in front of ns reached tht^ 
village of San Millan, where the road on which we were 
thi-n marching, and the great road on which the enemy wae 
retreating, unite ; the latter descending from a high table- 
land just above the village, and passing a narrow defile 
between two high rocks. Our cavalry, on reaching this 
village, deficried the advance of the French, composed also 
of cavalry ; and what was not a little sin^lar, they also were 
Germans in the French service. Our brave HnasarH instantly 
chaq;ed those of the enemy, and immediately overthrew the 
body opposed to them, and in the charge captured seveikl 
men and horses, which they brought in prisonera. 

By tliis time the bead of the division had reached ibe 
spot, (my 1st battalion leading,) which in a few minntes got 
H-nrmly engaged with the enemy's volligeurs, a considenihle 
number of whom had advanced to oppoEe us, in order 
that the main body of their division might be enabled, ander 
cover of their fire, to pass through the village on the way 
towards Vittoria. Our people, however, pressed them so hard, 
that the whole of their leading brigade was obliged to join 
in the action. At thiaraoment our illustrious Chief came gal- 
loping np ; for, whenever any thing was to be done, he was 
always present. He had also taken care to have our 4th divi- 
sion moved so as to arrive at the village of Espija, a town 
about a league infront ofus on thegrcatruad, nearly ahont the 
iiame timei so that, should the French contrive to gel «way 




firom us tbcf might fkll into their bands. He immediate!)' 
Mnt me o5 to the leading company of onr people who were 
tsigtged, Ibr the guide tbey had had with them, in order 
that he might conduct his lordship to Espija ; but that 
,fne no place for a Spanish peasant who hiid neither honour 
Aor glory to gain, anil he had accordingly made his escape 
die moment oar folks got into action. His lordship instantly 
hashed off without ft guide, while our two battalions, that is, 
^he ist and 3d of my regiment, kept advancing upon the 
^nemj, and fairly drore them through the village, being 
•apported by the other regiments of the brigade, hut who 
had not any occasion to come into acdon. 

The first brigade of the enemy being thns beaten, retreat- 
ed along the great road in the direction of Espija, leaving 
^eir second brigade and all their baggage to their fate. 
Xbese latter being pressed by our second or rear brigade, and 
ae«ing us in possession of the village, and the road they had 
to pass, immediately broke in all directions, and dispersed 
themselves in the mountains over the village, each man 
Boaking the best of his way. This their baggage could not 
■flOt and it consequently fell into the hands of the captors, 
easy and valuable booty ; but although my brigade, by 
.beating and dispersing the enemy at the village, bad been 
.^tfae principal cause of its capture, yet those whose hands it 
.fell into had not the generosity to offer the least share of it 
us, but divided it amongst themselves. 
During the skirmish in the village, a French hussar 
>cbaaed one of our ofBcers several times round one of the 
growing by the side of the road, and repeatedly cut at 
with bis subre, and it is likely would have cut him 
iowa at last, had not the officer seen a rifie lying near, be- 
longing to a man just killed ; and luckily it was loaded when 
he picked it up. He waited for the Frenchman, and coolly 
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After rounding: the moantxiD, this port of thfe 
Pface fell in with our 4tli difiEian again, which 
IM' (wen moved forward from Espija hy another road, A 
*«ry Broart skirmish was the n>n8ei|uence, which we dis- 
tiBrtly heard, and in which a good number fell on both sides. 

IY\ie French retired from hence into their pocition in front 
of Vittoria. During' the next day, while we halted here, it 
hegan to lie whispered that the enemy had concentrated hia 
forces in and around Vittoria, which woa distant tram us 
jterhaps aboot ten or a dozen miles, and that the divisions 
of our own army had that day approached nearer together, 
iriiich indicated a determination on the part of our Chief to 
try bis hand with King Joseph, should he he bold enough 
to May where he then was. 
I Many, of course, and various would be the reflections 
I wfaich occupied the minds of the dilTercnt individoala con- 
I "potring the two armie« ; but I can speak from experienee, that 
[ tboseare of a niach more pleasing nature which aconscions- 
HesB of superiority and a good proxpect of success inspirea, 
tluili tho«e which a retreating army are compelled to ente^■ 
tdn. 

Pretty early in the morning of the Slst, we fell in and 
tnoved forward by the way the French renrguard before- 
mmtionud had taken, and afler having passed the end of 
the mooncain anil descended iulo the valley on the other 
tide, we nw evident proots that the oSair between our 4tb 
division and the French, above alluded to, most have been 
pretty warm. We continnol to advance on the road to Vit- 
Mria, till, on ascending a rising groiinil, the French army 
appearMl in position immedialely in front of us. It was a 
noble nod animating sight, for they appeared as nnmerooa 
■faiiost as grashoppers, and trure posted as nearly as I can 
rMullirct in the following order. Immediately before us ma 
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tains before mentioned. Id the centre waa hU lordship with 
the 3d, 4tb, 7tb, and light divigjons, perhaps 25,000 strong, 
wilh the main force of artillery aiid cavalry. Sir Thomas 
lam bad been eurly detached to oar left »itb the 1st and 
h divisions and some Portoguese, abont 12,000 in all, to 
m the enemy's right flank, and to try to cut him off from 
e great road leading from Vittoria to France, which ran 
that direction. 

Whilst this morement was execudag, and the differ- 
t divisions were getting into their several stations, we, 
had arrived first, were allowed to pile our arms and nt 
His lordship, with a numerous staff, went down « 
nearer to the river to reconnoitre the enemy's pcm- 
I wandered down with them, and got as near as I 
in order to ascertain tbe gpinion of the big-wigsasto 
btisiness about to take place. One staff-ofincer, after 
fuUy examining the position of the enemy through faia 
gnre it as his opinion, that we should scarcely be able 
m^e any impression npon so numerous an army, and so 
ry strongly posted; but this opinion must have been dic- 
I think, by his rather desponding temperament, fnr I 
liere it was entirely singular. 
The enemy, however, did nut tiul to notice this movement 
tl our General and hia staff, and instantly detached a corps 
irf voltigenrs, who, rushing down to the river, dasbed across 
ihe bridge at the village of ViUoses, and immediately took 
(session of a small woody height on our side of tbe river, 
im whence they opened a fire on his lordship and IhoM 
It were with hira. This of course could not be borne ; and 
my battalion was tbe leading battalion of the column and 
arest at hand, we were ordereil (with two companies ci 
T Ist battalion, which stood next to us) to take our arms, 
d drive those fellows across the river again. Thns we had, 
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wjU the eToanig brfoic ; *■>! wban we 6nt came in Hglit «f 
tW Fnndi atiMf , aad Uw MiMr* wtn all immatH with life 
UkdgleeM Um pra«p«ct of ^atnia^UiireUinabniiiluioe, bev 
poor felloM, sat down Eir himcelf ^ile pensirp, and wMnc J 
lost in ihmif hi. He receivvd a shot in the forehead which 
teraiiaaled hts career in a moment as it wertL, mad piung«i] 
bim into on eternity of bliss or woe. I hope ha was p**^*- 
rett, but Bcarcelr liare aav 1 believe he wu. Onr inltf 
having been aMomplishod by taking possesion of Uus vil- 
lage, and keepinf the French from coming over, we had now 
Idaure to look rouml us and see trhat was goin^ forward ,- 
and w» bad cartaiulr a noble field for ohtervatioa. Mjrcom- 




nnndjng-offioer, with the real of ifae statT-officers and my- 
self, tog-ftber with liiilfa compaay of men, took up our sta- 
tion at tlie churcli, trLicii, standing high, gnve ub a fine op- 
portunity uf witnessing the movements of both anoiea. 

A Bbort while after ne bod taken poet here, we observed 
tiie nuoke ta arise in dense coloinns In tbe direction which 
1. Sir Tbomas Graham had tuken, which showed be had com- 
[•BUiuced tb« attack on that Sank of the enemy, and this was 
■4ke«gDal for commencing operations on our right andcentre. 
I Kr Rowbuid Hill's people, with the SpsnJanls, instantly 
l| fcrded the river, and advanced along the top and side of the 
L8 before mentionetl ; and as this was done in consi- 
nbia force, it seemed to disconcert King Joseph a good 
X, £)r iasfaally his aides-de-camp were seen gaUopiog in 
y direction, and the troops which stood upon the plain 
IwgMI to move in that direction, while those apon the coni- 
cal bill bngnn to descend in great numbers into the plain. 
TliU wu precisely what our Chief had calcnlatcd upon ; and 
tMW, by a rapid movement, ho threw the centre divisions 
■crow tlie river, by the bridges of Trespuentcs and Nan- 
cIbtb. a little below our village, and atlacking the remaining 
tvoop« upon the conical hill, they were overthrown as &8t 
■« our divisions reached tbem. The ;2d. Sir Thomas Pic- 
toa's division, here particularly distinguished itself. 

Geneml Hill's people were by this time very warmly en- 
gi^U for tbe enemy having, as stated above, strongly rein- 
forced that point, they made a rather obstinate defence, par- 
ticnUrly at the village and wood of Snbijana de Alva, which 
latter was filled with their light troops, and where our 28th 
rxgimeat, which was opposed to them, suffered conridemhly, 
and were not able to make much impression. The action 
hnd nvw become general, and our people on every side ad- 
vasoingi at this moment old Douro. wbo never &iled to 
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inspire confidence wher«ver be appeared, came daabing dowa 
into our village, and seeing tbe ligbt troops which bad been 
oppoaeil to US had retired, instantly ordered us to adTunce. 
and join oar division on Che other side of the river. We k- 
cordingly moved forward, and marched with all expedition 
to reach our point ; but the French had now begun to retire, 
and our people to follow them, so that we found it ditficob 
to overtake tliem. and did not do so till ibej had passed the 
conical hill. When we came near Ihat eminence, 1 rode np 
to have a peep at the field before ua, and never did I witncM 
n more interesting and magnificent sight. A beautiful and 
extensive plain lay before me, covered with the oivilry, 
in&ntry, and artillery of the contending armies ; while the 
noise and din, occasioned by repeated volleys and rolls of fire 
from the infiintry, with the rattle of upwards of 200 pieces 
nfartillen-, almost stnnned the ear. Near theendof this plain, 
und to the left, arose the lofty spires of Vittoria ; and beymd 
that again, the smoke arising from the attack of Sir Tfaomai 
Graham's people added animation to the scene. 

1 had not contemplated the scene before me nbove a 
minute or two, till a howitzer-shell from ibe French Ml 
close at my feet. My borseV bridle was hooked on my »m. 
ond 1 was Rtanding looking through my glass; but when this 
unwelcome visiter descended so near Die, 1 thought it high 
time lo be pocking. My horse, however, not having the 
same fear of the consequences that I had, would not move 
but at a snail's pace. 1 was, therefore, constrained to leave 
him to take his chance, and get myself out of the way. li 
burst, but providentially without injuring either horse or 
man, but in the scramble I lost the top of my glass, nhich 
I could not afterwards find. 

I got <lown Ibe hill, and joined my people, who had by 
this time passed it; and just ut this juncture I observed a 




■ body of troops b little to our right, moving in the same di< 
I rectioQ we were. They were ilressed in blue, and had cap* 
corered with white canvass. I took them for Spaainrds ; 
but upon consideration that no Spaniards ought to be there, 
aod a closer inspection, I foimd they were a. battalion of 
Ft«nch, uul most likely those wtio bad been so warmly en> 
gB^«d irith the 28tb at the Tillage of Subijana, and who 
tiaring' stood perhaps too long, and afterwards having the 
wood to traverse, they had been detained considerably he- 
hind the rest of the army ; for hy this time our advance, 
oimI cwisc*]uently the French rear, could not be less than 
bstf a mile in front of ns. I pointed them out to one of onr 
licatCDant-colonels ; but as we had received orders to pnsh 
OB with all haste, and he not liking to disobey his ordera, 
utd withal a ravine being between them and us, which 
wotild have prevented our closing with them, they were 
atlanved to move quietly off, which they did with a pretty 
^nifdc but steady pace. Before we reached our diviaion, we 
bad to pass a vill^e, over agaioBt which was a very strong' 
French battery, and where they peppered us considerably, 
Imt without doing much harm, I believe. We here joined 
oar brigade. Immediately in front of this village the ene- 
my made one of his longest stands. Our brigade now 
formed lines of battalions, and lay down in eome ploughed 
fields, while their artillery kept playing upon us. On our 
leA the 3d division was warmly engaged. In about half an 
honr we moved in that direction. The 45th we found posted 
brtond a thin thorn hedge, with its commanding-officer 
poor Colonel Ridewood, whom I had known before, lying on 
ita right, gasping in the agonies of death. A great many men 
of this regiment had fallen here. We passed them, and con- 
doned to advance along the plain by brigades and battalions ; 
hot we found the ground much intersected with ditches,which 
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(voiili) have rctanli^l us liail wo wisLed to wlvBiice rvpidly ; 
but from gome oiuae or other, wliicli we could not then 
comprehend, we itever pressed upon the enemy clo«ely, but 
gave tlifm time to get quietly away. We were still, how- 
ever, in expectAtion of their rouking their final stand ; (br 
tH ervrj short interval a beautiful little positiou presented 
itaelfi which the French invariably occupied in the iinect 
style poraible, forming their lines on these little emiuences 
with the greatest precision, and in beautiful urUer ; but they 
never stood to let us get at them, for the moment we began 
lii come within musket -shot, they inetantly began to retire lo 
auolher, whicli they took and abandoned in like manner. All 
this time, indeed, there was continual skirmishing going on 
lietween the light troops of the two armies, and a conataot 
cwnnonade, and occasionally the heavy lines came in contact ; 
but their infantry appeared to us to leave the field in the main 
unbroken. 

We continued these movements till near dark, by which 
lime we had considerably passed Vittoria, and the eueny'i 
artillery had nearly ceased. Our cnralry now got at then ; 
and although, from the nature of the ground, their tD«T<- 
ments were greatly cramped, yet they continued Id chmp, 
and nearly captured Kingp Joseph. We halted when we had 
got about four mites beyond Vittoria, which we passed ou 
the left hand. We thought we hod indeed gaiQt^d a ricto- 
ry, bnt it appeared to us to be a most barren and iieeless one i 
and many were not over well pleased that the enemy hul 
been allowed to get off so easily. But our noble Chief 
knew well what he was about, for he reaped all the fruits 
from thix that could have been possibly gained from the 
most bloody battle. Indeed it was fiu* Irom being a blood- 
less victory, but he certainly did not sacrifice one half the 
men that some in the action would have done i they thought 
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we Bhoald have pressed the enemy kr more, and brongbt 
dm to closer action. 
After we bulted, I (bein^ the only quartermaster pre- 
i^ient) was sent io search of the bag^ag« belonging to the 
rision, and which had followed as tkr as they could along 
le great rood. I pagi«eil through Vittoria on my way to the 
ar in search of ir, and saw as I entered it Beveral of Mo- 
fOlo'^ men, who bad descended from the mountains and 
t into the town. From the vivas and other mai'ks of 
ntulatioD which some of the inhabitants were rendenng 
kcse n^ged ruffians, a stranger would have thought that 
Jpon MorilUl, with his 3000 or 4000 Spaniards, had achieved 
tlie whole victory themselres. It ia certain they are a vain- 
glorions people. 

I passed through tiie town, and, taking the great road, I 
a had ocular proofs of the value of our day's work ; the 
I being literally blocked up with every description of 
riage-guns, tumbrils, waggons, &c. &c. which filled the 
eat high-road for nearly two miles to the rear of Vitto- 
I found it difficult to make my way through them, 
It lft>t fell in with the baggage ; I could not, however, 
I ^-^n it through, and was obliged to leave it, after giving 
^r«ctions where to find the division in the morning. I 
a^n passed through ^'ittoria in retnming to the division ; 
but oh, what scenes had I now to witness I The followers 
of an army are sometimes very numerous, and here they 
vere abondantly so ; muleteers, Portuguese and Spanish 
MDCabines, with every description of vagabond you can 
imagine. These were by this time all labouring hurd in 
their avocation of breaking open and plundering the car- 
riagvs and waggons, &c. that had been left by the enemy. 
5 these were bundreile of soldiers, who were now he- 
g to feel the effects of the wine, &c. which they bail 
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fuutiii in tbe enemy's \»gg^e ; and such t B«bei was here 
III be w-itne«se<l us is not easy to conceive. 

I bad some diDicutly in forcing' my way tfarongh the 
town, at the end of which I woe accosted by Are or ax 
■oldicre' wivefl, bt'lon^ng to one of our light cavalry regi- 
ments, who wished to accompany toe, in order tfaatlbey 
might find their husbands, as that regiment was attached in 
some meaBnre to our division. Of course it would have 
been cruel to re/use them ; and aa they were all mounted, 
away we posted, lint hod great difficulty to make out where 
the iliTision noiv was. Many nere the waggons and other 
nnrnHges we passed on the road, either broken down, upset, 
or with people plundering them ; and I did not re»rh the 
ilivifion till 10 o'clock at ni^rht. I was ?pry ^lod when I 
foundlbem, being then excessJFely fsti^ed and lmn^77 ; >nd 
just as 1 reached my people, I found Ihe mess to which 
I belonged cooking a piece of thin mutton, which they had 
rut off from a sheep that had been uken from the enemy. 
This was all the plunder 1 got ^liat memorable day, 
nltlinugh, had I done as many other* did, 1 might h«ve ob- 
tained a great deal'botb of money and other vsliiahles; for. 
iiH I Raid before, Ihe numerous carriages I passed gave me 
an opportunity which many would have rejoiced at of pos- 
sessing myself of immense wealth ; hnt plundering never 
was my forte. One officer whom I knew got, I heKere, 
near L.IOOO worth of money, and other valuable property: 
and innumerable others got congidemble sums, more or less. 
1 am glad now that I refrained from what miirhl hare been 
nrcomplished with ense and safety, hut what also wigtU 
have entailed upon me disgrace and ruin. One offic«r I 
heard uf, who, while in the rear, where he ought not to 
have been, found a box full of money, most likely sUvpt, 
lint very heary. A German dragoon coming op at the 
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Mme moment laid cUim to balf of it, and when this uffiMT 1 
I took hold of it to remore it, tbe Gennui bIbo Lnd bold !■, 
prevent htm. A sort of Bcoille ensued, when tbe GennMt 
Blade iwe of most abusive and mutinous laagaage, with 
threats, which the officer wns obliged to fobmit t«, knowiltg, 
M both of them did, bow for he bad Ae*cxnied from hiv 
ktation, thus putting it in the power of tbe wtldier to treat 
him w a brother plunderer. Surety the ntention of coch an 
occurrence is enough to deter any tnan who posuases thr 
Uait spark of hoaonr from ever putting it in the power of 
ft Mlilier to treat him so. Besides, if an officer jilund«n 
before his men, what may not soldiers tie expected to do? 

In looking back upon tbe events of this day, I cannot help 
being struck with the bad generalship of those who com- 
muided the French army. Marshal Joordan, I underEtand, 
VM Joseph's adviser on this occasion. He had «lw«y» 
home the character of an able Gener^, bnt here he ^w«d 
bnl little tibility. ^Miy did he so much weaken his force ea 
fiift conic&l hill to support his left? Had be maintained hw 
roiiDd there, which is strong by nature, and they had 
ndered it stronger by art, be might have completely 
:ked n« on the right ; for if we had advanced too for oa 
utu* wings would have been fepaniled, which 
I have been a dangerous experiment ; and I think 
1 Wellington would not have hazarded it. And after 
laaFing hia first poeition, why did he not fight at every oae 
nflhe beEtntifnl little positions which he afterwards took op 
bnt never defended ? This conduct is most unaccountable, 
br b*d he made a longer stood, even although he should be 
beaten, which no doubt be would have ultimately been, yet, 
lijr making this stand, he might have got off the grealev 
riof bismalerid, instead of which he carried off with him 
> gua and one howitier only, leaving upwards of 230 
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pi«ce8 of ordDdDra in our handR. Most of his infuntty left 
tlie &M spfiarenlly unbroken : fur only here and there thry 
hiul stood to let our people get at them. It is true Sir 
Thomas Graliara usri)' cutoff their retreat by the great road 
to France ; but what then ? This ooght to have made them 
tight the more dvEperatel}', to enable ibcm to get olf the better 
by the Pamplooa road. The inlantry should have Stood 
till the last, and not retired till fairly beaten out of the field. 
Nothing conld be finer than the morenientH of our army. 

Every thing our Chief attempted snceeeded to & tiltle- 
The only thing 1 did not like was (he delay we occasionally 
made in futlutving up tbe enemy ; but I could not, of course, 
coRiprehenil the general inoveinentG, from seeing only a 
small part of them, and I believe the rictrfty would not have 
been more decisive by being more bloody. We lost in tbe 
Tillage, where we first began the fight, nearly thirty men, with 
tbe officer before mentioned as killed, and a consiilerable 
number nounited. There was something remarkable in the 
tiite of one of tbe men who were killed by the canoon-ahot 
1 before noticed. This man was remarkably averse to figiit- 
ing, anil lia<) dhovin, on all occasions, a disposition to leave 
that kind of work ns soon as practicable. Poor feUow t his 
failing was known to all ; and on this occasion tboee aboBI 
him had orders to watch him, and keep bim to his duty. 
They bad not been in tbe village many minntes when this 
Iat4il shot swept bim and about five others into eternity in 
a moment. It has often been remarked, that this description 
of people are generally the first to fall. 

It may not be generally known, perhaps, that a battle 
WHS fought on Ihc 3d April 1967, a little higher op this 
river, near the villoge of Novarete, between our Ed wartl (be 
Block Prince, and Henry the Bastanl, who had asnrped the 
throne of Don Pedro, King of Castile. Tbe bistory of it ii 




given by Froiasorti who ssy b, " a little before the two armieB 
net, the Prince of Wales, with eyes and hhnits uplifted to- 
wards heav^ii, excbdmed, ■ God of trutli, the Father of Jesus 
Clirist, who hast made andikshioned me, grant, through tby 
benign gmce, that the success of thie battle luaj be for me 
and ni; %rtny ; for tfaou kaowest that in truth I have been 
emboldened to undertake it in the support of justice and 
rWHon, to reinstate the king upon his throne, who has been 
diainherited and driren from it, as well as from bin coua- 
Vey.' " This zealous prayer was immediately followed by the 
onset, the Prince crying aloud, " Advance banners, in the 
name of God and St Georg'e I" 

" At tbecomniencement,"BQys Froissart, " the French and 

AfTBgoneee made a desperate resistance, and gave the g'ood 

kuig^ta of England much trouble ; hut at last, when all the 

diTisions of the Prince trere formed into one lar^e body, the 

ly could no longer keep their ground, hut began to fly 

^reat disorder ; and Henry, the usurper, perceiving his 
•my defettled, without hope of recovery, called for his hore^ 
iBoniited it, and galloped off among the crowd of runaways. 
The English pursued them through the town of Najara, 
where tbey gained considerable plunder ; for King Henry 
aad his army had come thither with much splendour, and 
klier the defeat they had not leiaui-e to return to place in 
•ecnrity what they had left behind them in the morning." 

There is a striking coincidence in many parts of the two 
•ctions and their consequences, which the reader cannot fiul 
to notice. The most material difference, I think, in the two 
stories is, the offering up of the pmyer by the Prince, and 
tite modem practice of not recognising, publicly at least, the 
hand of God at all in any of our v 
iuted. 
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at Yuui— Tlie Euem]' lake up a poAldnn brhind Yen — iiraaiUtt- 
■lili- iKxIy at the Enemy attacknl ■( Ibc, Pan of E*chaUar, and fui 



We remained in bivouack all nigbt where the batlleb 
terminated ; and did not beg:ija to niuve till near luid-day vn 
the 22d, wben we set off in the track of the ea^tny, and at 
night reached Solratiem, where King Jt>seph had slept the 
night tAer the action. 

The poor beaten French must have hftd a long- march 
after the fight, for this was probably sixteen or eight- 
een raileg from Vittoria. We started early on the momi 
of the 23d, and very soon began to overtake the rear of 
the enemy. They now resorted to a system of retarding our 
march, at once both cruel and cowardly ; every village thejr 
passed tbrough they set on fire. Of couree thb caused ns 
same delay, as the road generally ran through the middle of 
the village, and the country on each side was enclosed, but 
still nothing coold justify such harbarily to the unotTesdtDg 
tiatives, who were thus deprived of bouse and hornet Bud 
probably all they possessed in the world. We overtook their 
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I Tearguard near a village about two leagues from SaWatienu 
' They attempted to make a stand while the village was in 
flames, bnt a shrapnell ebell from our horse artillery set them 
instantly in motion. We came upon a considerable body of 
them again near the village of La Cuaco, where we Oj^in 
■annonaded them, and where our people hod some slight 
Ekirmishing with their rear. 

We encamped for the night near this village, and again 
started after them in the morning early. My buttalion led 
the column to-day, the post of honour. We had marched, I 
thinli, about eight or ten miles without overtaking any of 
Ike flying foe before us, but at last we came to an open coun- 
try, that which we had traversed being pretty thickly ea- 
cltKed, with bad roads and wet weather, which rendered 
marcbing very uncomfortable. Here a halt was ordered, as 
the enemy was in front in some force ; here for the first lime 
we got upon the great road leading irpat Pamplona towards 
Bayonne ; and here, where it turned the comer of a moun- 
tain, forming a pretty acute angle, they had the only gun 
and howitxertbey had saved from tbe fight in position, and 
resdy to receive ns. The men of taj battalion, and a part of 
onr Ist battxiion, were ordered to put their knapsacks up 
bdiind the huesarg of the C>crnian Legion, as it was not 
«Xpect«d they would be wanted, and it thus remlered our 
people better able to run. The enemy appeared to have two 
battalions here, one of which remained on the great road 
n«ar the two pieces of artillery, while the other moved off 
mowloour right, downa valley which they imagined would, 
Lie other end, let ihem out into the great road again. 

e now began to move forward, and as I happened to be 

e first mounted person who left the enclosed road we had 

in, I was honoured with the first shot from their gnu, 

1, nltbongh a good shot, did me no injury. Our people 



216 SKIIIMISUING. 

now pnshed on at them pretty unartlj, wbtcb caused tben, 
sAer dnug a roimd or two more, to Umber up and retin 
with tbeir artillery, tbougb they of course Ktinxl as leiaanly 
u puBsilile, lo give lime for tbeir troops, whom they were co- 
rerin^, lo get away. Tbe skirmishing' between them audonr 
people continued for about two miles, they gradually retiring 
before us; but when they came to a sort of pass in the road, 
ftmied by two rocks nearly meeting in tbe middle, their 
bugles or trumpets sounded first the halt to their troofMp 
and aAerwurds tbe advance upon us. We could not carapro- 
Iiend the meunlng of this, till in a few minutes the battalion 
whicti we had olnerveil go down towards the right, sudden- 
> ly made its appearance out of a wood among our skiflniah- 
ers. Of course a sharp contest now took place, and the fiiiaf 
on both sides liec&me more brisk ; this battalion, it appeal*, 
had miscalculated on getting out of tbe valley, down vrhich 
it bad retired, and had been compelled, et whatever ridct l« 
make the great road again before they passed tbe rocks be- 
fore mentioned ; and in order to let it do so, the other akir. 
misbers had a<lvaneedto cover its movement. This btttft- 
lion suffered considerably before it reached the road, and <ra 
did not get off scot-free, having lost out of our five oaK> 
panies about twenty-four men. 

Our artillery being pretty near at hand, Colonel Ross 
brought up two guns, and fired into their retreating colnm, 
doing considerable execution. We now moved font-tnl IB 
close pursuit of the enemy for about two miles farther, when 
a allot trom Colonel Hose's guns having struck one of tke 
loaders in their gun, and oar people at this time preeaing 
tbem so closely as not to give time to disentangle tbe dcid 
horse, they unwillingly were compelled to throw their only 
gun into the ditch, and there ubandon it. We contis&ed 
the pursuit till we drove tbem under the w^s of Paiajrlo- 
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Isc which I aaderstaiid, poor wretches, they were not 
■ allowed to eoter, on account of the scatcity of proyisioos in 
■t fbrlrets, and which after events prored was the case. 
e retired to the village of Aldara and others in the neigh- 
diood, nhere we remained for the night. 
^ On the tnorning' of the 25th, we advanced on the road to 
■nplona, the enemy having all retired to vrarda France, till 
e within about one mile and a half of it, when we 
inched off to the left, and moved along a range of Lilla at 
t a mile distant from the works of the place, till we 
id tbetownof Villuba, on the moun Iain -road fromPam' 
na to France ; tliiiH cutting off all retreat from the guri- 
ii uid Ihua in fact investing the place. During our move- 
■tU to-day, my people being in the rear of the 1 7th Por- 
e regiment, I was riding in company with my com- 
■auiding-ofiicer at the head of tLe battalion, when the horse 
of th« Portuguese major threw out with lioth his hind feet 
wilb all his might, and struck me with one foot on my thigh, 
aftd the other on the calf of the leg. The blow was so severe 
that I nearly &inled, and was obliged to dismount and 
throw myself on the ground ; but as no hones were broken, 
I gkthpred myself up agaia, and mounteil and set off after 
the troops. 

We tinciLmped on the Pamplona side of Viilaba, distant 
firon the lormer about one mile and a half. Ttie captain in 
whoae meet I was, with his company, whs that night ordered 
on p>c€|uel with in about three quarters of a mile of the city. 
1 (rent there to get my dinner, during which several poor 
fMipk, who had made their escape from the place, came and 
•ilcanied ns in the name of the people, telling us they were 
htvtily tired of their present lodgers ; of course there wouM 
b* differeDt opinions among them, l>ut 1 believe the general- 
il7 at that time bated the French most cordially. 
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There was a diTinan of the Frenrh army under Genenl 
ChtusL>l, which had not partaken of the flight at Vittoria, 
lieio^ then stationed at Logrona, and he having le*mt the 
fate of his companions in arms, and their retreat into Fnnu' 
was moririg thi'oug-h the country to our right, in order to 
effert his retreat also. Next rooming, therefore, the 3d and 
our diriBiimE were despatched in pursuit of this Frendi corps- 
We niandi»d that day to near Tafiala, and halted at the Til- 
lage of Muro, at the junction of the great road from Log'- 
rona with that we notr occupied, but we learnt that Clan- 
«el had kept more to his right, and was directing hia cooiM 
towards tlie nioiuitain-road, which pusses near Caceda and 
LanguesHH, into FVunce. 

Wv accordingly passed through TalTala and 0)it«, and 
i;ncan)ped for the night. Next day we started early, and 
moved on till mid-day, when we hutted for an hour or two to 
cook and n-fresh near the village of Muritlo del Fnito. We 
here came upon the river Airagon, This had been alreadf 
a long day's march, and thegreaterpart of the division wera 
ready to lie down now, but a much longer portion still re- 
mained to be accomplished. Accordingly, we Mt off aftera 
nliort re«t, and traversed the right bonk of this river fbr 
ultout ten hours longer. Night marches at all times are nn- 
pleasanl, but much more bo on sach a road or path as this 
was, and every one so nearly tired before beginning it. 

We crossed the Arrag<)n at the viiiage of Gulla Pieato, 
and lay down in a field not far from the village of Caacda. 
Very tnw of the division reached this place until daylight 
rient morning. But when I got in I unfortunately lay down 
on a riilge immediately behind our column, and where, tad 
1 given it a thought, I was continually liable to be dislloM- 
And indeed 1 was most wofully disturbed, for every fre»h 
hatch that came in tumbled themselves down upon me, 
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n btonderin^ about in the daHc were sure to stmable 
□e. It must be oWired (bat my leg hy this time, to- 
I of getting better, had 'begun to svfell dreadiiillj 
mppurate, consequent]]' 1 was in a high state offerer ; 
ud to the thamps and kicks which I received In the dai^ 
during this uncomfortable night, I cannot but attribute much 
of my subsequent suffering. Next morning we discovered 
that jdl our labour hail been in vain, for Clausel had got the 
*tut of us, and bad got off by another road into France. 

W« next day moved into Langtiessa, Irom wtiich we were 
■at far distant, bnt I could no longer accompany or precede 
tll» troops, my leg was now so bad. I was therefore oMiged 
to gvt a pillow laid on my bolsters, and iben ride with my 
lag resting upon it, (a most nncomfbrtJible position, could t 
bmtt Ibnod a better,) while one of my men led my horse, 
afld ttiDS follow them as well as I was able. We rested in 
IiUig<Mi*«a all the 30ib and 1st July ; and on the 2d reached 
DvriBa, having passed (hrungh MonreaL Here I wi 
l^ed to be lifted off my hoi«e, and put to bed. I was al 
■tnpid from the pain I suffered : for my leg was 
MToln as large as my thigh. We nest duy moved into 
VtHolw, from whence we had started in pursntt of Clansel, 
•od tben(# into some villages on the plain, close to Pam- 
plona Here I believe some works were thrown 
*lMh«r tlie Ijroops, either against the shot from the fortreai, i 
or k Mlly from tlie garrison. This continued all next iaj, 
I ranained very ill in bed. 

On the 5th, the division left this quarter, and set off on 
the nmi towards France ; but I could not f'tUow them. I 
got tritb great difficulty from my present station, which 
WM sow occupied by other troops, and stopped at a village, -, 
tiM name of which 1 forget, just over the ridge where I ' 
r but. mnd a few miles distant from ViUaba.'' 
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Mere 1 found oat that Dr Jonn of the 4Dtb regiment wm 
in the lotter town ; and, w he bad formerly been in our 
regitni-nt, I took the liberty of requesting he would come 
nnd sec me. Tliis I found out by my servant going in for 
proviBioDS. He very kindly came, and gave me the best 
advice he coulil. By this time my leg had burst, mnd had 
discharged a prodigious quantity of matter. 

I remained in this village till about tbe lOlh, during 
which time a priest hud shown bim self remarkably kind and 
attentive; there were very few inhabitants remaining beside* 
biro. He told me in one of the runvetsations that I had 
with biia, thati from the first entry of the French troop* 
into tliis rountry, one million bad passed out of France into 
Spain, for be bad hud good opportunities of making a jn»t 
calculation ; and that, ovX of that vast uumher. not mo** 
than 200,000 had returned, thus proving that the enemy 
had lost in thnt rountry 800,000 men. And this is not to 
be wondered at, for nearly the whole popnlation during that 
lime had been in arms against them ; and, although not 
acting as soldiers in the field, they never failed to assassinate 
the Freuch wherever they could accampliih it. He Mid, 
moreover, that Mina, with his little band, could produce docn- 
menta to prove that he bad destroyed- 40,000 Frenchmen. 

About the lOlb, I set off from this village, as my leg 
had by this time become somewhat eaJiier ; and, psotirig 
through Lantz, Elizonda, and St Estevan, arrived at Snm- 
billa on the 13th, still obliged to ride sideways with my leg 
over tbe pillow and holster. Here I found my diTidoi; 
and, as this journey had again brought my leg to nearly M 
bad a state as before, I was obliged to have it opened in two 
pinces, but without reaching tbe matter, as nothing Imt 
blood woB discharged. 

On the 15th, my division moved forward to the town of 
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l^en, the last town on the .Spanish frontier. Here the 
I foemj hid token up b strong- position, both io firont and rear 
I ^ the tovra ; the front position was on Santa Barban, an 
I jnreeding high and almost inaccessible mouotftin. The/ 
e dislodged from the position before the town bj 107 
le, and retired into the Poerta, or Pass of Vera. I was 
it present on this occasion, Lsring been again compelled 
stay behind on account of my leg. While I remained at 
, I had been ohHged to hare mj hoise &bod \ij h 
lish blacksmith, who drove a nail right into the quick. 
I did not discover till several days aJier, when I found 
^j horse <juite lame. 

On the IVtb, I agiun crept on alter roj people, whom 1 
fimnd encamped on the height of Santa Barbara, fimm whid 
I before said they had driren ibe enemy. Here we remain 
till the 26th. During this time my horse's foot bard al 
snppurateJ, and he was qtiit« nnable to move. My leg aJ 
wu iajlj dischurgiDg a vast quantity of matter, so that I 
teit at this time very nncomfortolde ; particulariy as verjr 
JAonaj weather came on while we were here, which killed 
• great number of our animals, hor«es and mules, I belierc 
lot fewer than seven or eight in one night. 
, II will be known to the reader, perhaps, that on the 2bt^ 1 
nit (who had now been appointed to the command of the j 
kcnch army) made an attack upon our posts at 1 
s and Maya, and had driven the divisions si 
E|li«re from their posts. (le moved on towards Pamploi 
^ hopes either of beating back our army to Vtltoria, ( 
h« rainlj talked,) or of being able to supply Pamploi 
with provisions, which it greatly needed. In consequc 
B movement of the enemy, we also were con 
L fcU hack, although the troops in front of na made no «le> 
uatnlion of advancing. 
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Accordiogly, on the S6tli, we began our retrognAe more- 
luent, being nijself at that, time in ae pitialile a plight a» cau 
well be conceived. My hurae was so utterly lume, tbftt lie 
could srarcely bop on tbree legs, tvbile I was totallj unable 
to nalk a step. My kind friend CaptaJD Perceviil, with 
whom I had long messed, beljved me out of my trouble, by 
(Uviding the load of one of his baggnge-ponies unuHig the 
other sninials, and lending it me to ride upon. We retired 
irora the height, and croE!«dthe river Bidussoa, near Lizacca, 
through wbicb we passed, and kept along the mountains on 
the lefl bank of that river till we reached a height opposite 
Sumbilla, where we pitched our tenia, and remained for the 
night. We did not move all next day ; but just as ni^ht 
set in, we were ordered uuder arms, and continneil our 
retreat. ThiR was a etill more distressing night-march 
than any I bad prenously witnessed. 

We were now, it may be noticed, in the midst of the 
mountains of the Pyrenees, where precipices abound ; conse- 
quently the precaution to avoid falling over them wtmld be 
doubled. One little streamlet, I well rejuember, delayed 
the division prolwbly two hours. It came down from the 
sides of Ibe mountain which overhung the road, and crossed 
it at a very dark and ugly-looking place, making a consi- 
derable noise as it fell from rock to rock. This of eoune 
made every one extremely cautious ; and in consequeDce a 
poor good-natured corporal, wbo was killed soon after, got 
himself into the middle of the streamlet, and took bold of 
every person's band as he passed, comlucting him safely to 
the other side. Poor fellow, be was extremely a. 
help me and my miserable httle pony safely ov 
and a few other places, something similar, prevented m 
reaching our destination till an hour after daylight next 
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not more I ban 

We Rrrired at Zubietts in tlie morning. Tliis place ib 
It a league to the right of St Estevan, more into the 
e remained tbat day, and tbe nest day 
toved higher up the mountain, behind the town, where we 
raped, and remained till evening, when we again com- 
lenced our retreat. We bad not quite ea bad a march of 
pit this night, tbe road being much more even, although, just 
■t tbe DuCiiet, our adjutant, iu riding along, hod bia cap 
pulled off by the bong'h of a tree, and in endeavouring to 
Bxve it from tolling, he pulled hts horse right over a small 
precipice, which the two rolled down together. Luckily it 
was not a deep ravine into which he full, or he would not 
hove escaped so well : neither mun nor horse were much 
iurt. We reached the rillage of Suldias in the morning, 
Lwhere we remained for the day. Lust night my servant 
|i;told me he had been obliged to leave my little horee 
ind, as he coold not gel hicn to hop any farther. I felt 
!red at this, for he had brought me all the wuy from 
MbaD, and shared both my good and bod fortune ; how- 
) fret, for that would not improve my 
utoatioi), which indeed was not an enviable one, my leg all 
this time being extremely painful. 

On the 30th, we made an excessively long march, (by 
dvy,) and at night reached Lecumberg. where we encamped. 
Daring the latter part of this day's march, we had heard an 
inoeMant cannonade and firing of musketry in the direction 
of Pamplona, trom which we were apprebenfiive that Soult 
lud penetrated too lari but as it did not appear to recede, 
we Wlieved our people had been able to hold him in check 
P tt least. We were now on the great road from Bayonne to 
Ik'^mplona, in order to keep up the commanication between 
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our right, where the fighting was now going oii> antl Sir 
Thomas Gruhani, who was besieging St Sebulian. We irerc 
here »lao to intercept any of the eaemy's columns ^ ht ^ t 
might either advance or retreat by this roail. Towuiis 
evening of the 31st, an aide-de-camp arrived Irom Lord 
Wellington, more dead than alive from the excessive btigne 
which he had undergone for the last three or four days, witk 
news of the total defeat of Soiilt in the sevi'ral actions naw 
Pamplona, termed the Battle of ibe Pyrenees, and onleiing 
us to retracu our steps, and agiuu advance. We set off ix 
the evening, and reached Larissu, where we baited for thm 
night. It was whispered that it was expected we shoitU 
hav« gone much fajther thin night, but I am not oertata 
wbetbw it is true ; but certuinly we might have prooeedol 
to Saldias. if absolutely necessary. 

On the morning of the 1st of August, we again atut«d 
pretty early. It was again reported this morning that u»- 
olher dispatch hod been received during the night, directing 
us to proceed with all haate, as the enemy were relre«tii^ 
by St Esteran, and that we were to attack them whrfever 
we met them. We now of course stepped out very freely, 
and presently gained Zubiettu. Here I had ddden fonnrd. 
to get a shoe tisteiiod on, my horse baring cast one is 
coming over the mounloius ; during which time the quarter- 
master had been called for some purpose or other, as I ww 
not there. 

My General whs not well satisfied : he saw me in thia 
village, and naked me why 1 had not beun present when 1 
was wanted, I told him the cause, but he still did not b^ 
pear satisfied, and, by way of punishment, directed roe to re- 
main in the village till the baggage came up. and show them 
the way thit division had gone. I muy here observe, that 
it was a Utile uoreaBonahle in my General to find any £uilt 




I vith me on lliis occasion ; for, had 1 nut got the shoe put on 
I aay hone, I could not have beea of any use at all as a qunler- 
niaster. My pnnibhrnent indeed wus sligLt, and I ratber' 
think he wa« glad to Gnd any excus^ to delay me for the pur- 
pcMa for which 1 was left. I am confident the officprg of 
llie in&ntry suifered more anxiety and even loss on account 
of \bo gnat want of forriers or horae-shoerB in their regi* 
ments, than from almost any other canse. Wilhoat the 
officer was pretty high to rank, he had not only to pay most 
exorbitantly for any thing of this kind which he got done, 
hot to b^ end pray, and to look upon it oa a faronr confer- 
red on him. JIosl of the good shoers were taken by the 
auS or geoeml officers, consequently only the inferior one* 
irwe left for the regimental officers, and in serernl (sset 
ngne at all. The consequence of all this vae, the Iom of 
Wranl valuable animals, both horses and mnles ; hesiden, in 
•ome cates, the officers being rendered incapable of perform- 
iny their dnty as they otherwise wonld have done. To this 
I atuibute a considerable loss in animals during tbb Hrrice. 
ItBii^hteasily be remedied by eucb infantry regiment haTing" 
a^roper estabhshm«il of tiirriers, (say two,) with tools, &c. 
IB propoltiou, and the means of carrying them ; and then 
•MFf officer, whose daty requires him to be mounted, might 
Im Mrr«d. I myself bought tools to the amount of LA, and 
rr had but one horse shod witb them. 1 could not get 
'.o it. As soon as 1 saw the baggage on the right 
', I pushed forward, and joined the division again. We 
e literally at this time climbing up a mountain, where I 
t ride, but was obliged to crawl up, and pull my 
e a&er me. My leg by this time had much improved. 
We followed the road by which we bad retreated a few days 
1 at length came to the rivulet that had so alarm- 
P' ad lu bU on our night-march. It was really surprising that 
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a« atwiU knv Wn ilijfpi.l » Iom; bf sndi a triBe ; bot 
!, li)iiif« of that kind 
1 br the iswgiuatioii. We 
ftmti aw cU tmaif inwa^ ififMite to SnmlnUa, and bere 
«e fane ■■ new af ik* LBuay** colamiu retr^ting- aknig 
Iba 1^ M Uk •9rMiU fawk «f tbe Bidaswa. This g»Te 
■^■maew bfe; Wt fawr tbcoSil anil other nrfimpntB of 
Ikt fti hi^iiii «m c Hg »4 to ball ; ther cudM proceed no 



We ^mi nHched bf tbti tine to-d«]r t»o and b half of 
Ac MigBi «c Bwic ia nlmlne : hot the 2d liri(,'ade had 
Wca ntheiMTof theoitiuaaaU^y, andhad ronseijnpntlf 
■ftiiJ wtmtk hom aUff^m, Ac Mt Wttalion, our 1st 
loTF on, and 
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tm Aej ■fpM cW <. tlK ettCMjr wemed to acquire &csh 
v%Mr. At b^tk »e nmAmi thr point of attack, — the 
kri^e of Vaoii, — and bere the l«t battalion turning' down 
to w a r da the river, at oace left the wood and ground above 
lbs brid^ t« be omqned br tu. The enemr aent ■ pretty 
■traog' oorpa of light troops across, which ^t engaged with 
oar people ; hot we won drove down thToogh the wood 
i^nin towank the bridge. At length, we got two compa- 
nies posted jnst orer the bridge, in front of which all the 
pearof the French colnmn bad to pass. Poar creatures I they 
became to alarmed, that thejr inslanilf began to i^t awmy> 
■nd tast off, all the loads of ba£i|:age, and both cavalry uid 
ia&ntry, &c. lo make the best of tbeir way. Bnl the 
mountain on their right was inaccefsible ; cnnsequenlly IhfJ 
had all, as it were, to run the ganntlet. Great vvas the ex- 
ecution doDe amongst the enemj at this brittge, and man3i 
were the Ecbemcs they tried to avoid pusingr. At length 
they ^ot a battalion op behind a stone wall above the road, on 
the opposite side, from whose fire we received some damage : 
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conse^oentlj those poor people who had aftenvarda to paw 
were oot so mnch expoeeil. Just about the close of the 
biisiuess, my kind friend, Captain Percevnl, received it 
tlwt through bis right wrist. His leil bonii had beeti 
closed for a length of tinie before, in consequence of a 
■ronnil through that wrist, which bud contracted his fingers, 
beaid(« being lame from a wound in the hip. Now he was 
rendered completely useless. Towards dusk I went with 
him a little to the rear, and got his tent pitched, and made 
as comfortable as circumstances would admit. I pitied the 
French on this occasion, they seemed so much alarmed. 
The whole of their baggage fell into the hands of our 4th 
dtTtaion, who were closely following them up on their side 
of the Bidassoa. 

In this affdir, the French were reduced to a dreadful 
£lemna ; great numbers of their wounded had been brought 
off from the battles of the 2Sth, 29th, and 30th, near Pam- 
plona, which were carried on biers or stretches by men of this 
dmnon. When they saw us in front uf them, where they 
as it were, immediately under the roueiles of 
pieces, they were compelled to adopt the cnud altema- 
ither throwing their wounded men donn to perish, 
ormn the risk of being shot or taken themselves. I belJevu 
the former, ehocking as it seems, wag generally adopted ; 
■nd I hare reason to beheve that the greater part of them 
were thrown into the rirer; for, from the point where wu 
fint came in view of them to near where this affair took 
plsce, the Bidassoa was litentily filled with the dead bodies 
■if Frenchmen, and they could have come into it in no 
way. We lost only a very few men on this occoaion, 
lorc tluui six or eight, while that of the enemy must 
been extremely severe. Here the effects of rifle- 
ing were plainly visible. 
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Id remarldtig on this atTair, I beg to draw the retuler's 
attention to the foilon-icg c ircuni stances j tiz. prulablj 
never troops made such a march over such a €01111117 l)e- 
fore. We trarelleil at least thirty-two miles over monn- 
taius such as I before described, where you were sometimes 
nearly obtig-eil to sonmble upon your hands nnd kneea. 
The day was exceedingly hot, and occasionally there wu a 
great want of water, t am told that one of the rc^nenti 
in our 3d brigade, which, it may be remembered, wete 
obliged to halt, as they could go no fiirther, had no Ivas ttuui 
200 men fell out, unable to keep up, and that some of them 
actually died of fiitigue. I beard of one poor fellow, who, 
when he came to water and had drunk, lost his senses^ 
fell to the ground, and shortly after expired. 1 have tvason 
to bo proud of my battalion on this occasion, wliicb, wlm 
the roU was called, juat before the action commenced, had 
only nine men fallen out ; but they had been in the frontall 
day, a great ailvuntage in marching, particularly ovar a 
mounlainoua country. 

This day's work gave me a higher idea of the povren of 
human nature, when properly trained, than ever I poraeaaod 
before ; fur when you consider tbnt each of those aoUicn 
carried a weight of not less probably than forty or Gtty Use 
and some much more, it vannot hut be surprising that nen 
should be able to sustain such fatigue for such a lengtli of 
time — at the eud of which to fight, and gain a victoiy. 

Next morning were clearly observable the eSects of ibe 
evening's work. In the bouse, the yard, and on the road 
opposite the bridge, were a great number of dead Freni^ 
men ; and to the rear, by the way they had advanceil, Ute 
road was Uterally strewed with baggage, and equipments of 
every description. Some of our people picked up a nnmber 
of visiting cards, with General Vandertnoson on then, Ttrf 
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■ •degvtt ; to that Lis baggo^, no doubt, hud been cMt off, 

1 Wt well as that of inferiur people. 

Soon sfltr day ligbt, we were ordered to loll in, and move 
fonrmrd ton-*n)s Vent. Just as we cleared tbe bridge, old 
Donro, witb bis staff, came riding' up, who, when he saw hoir 
we had handled the enemy the night before, gave his bead a 
ngnifiont nod, and Binil«l, which conveyed most intelligibly 
his approbation. We soon reached the neighbouriiood of 
Vm, behind nhicb, in the posx of that nnmc, as before stated, 
thn enemy took np a strong position, from which their 
yic^aets luul never yet been driven. We were ordered to en- 
onpalittle below the bridge leading to LezBcca, between that 
Mid Veni, while the other regiments were intended to occnpy 
the heights of Santa Barbara, from which we had befoFB 
nCreated. Bat towards mid-day it wag discovered that tbe 
taemy still had a considerable body of troops in and aboat 
tbe pasB of Ecballar, a few miles to our right. Our brigade 
<ma therefore ordered agiin under arms, with the intention 
of co-operating with the 7tli division in an attack upon 
ifaoBe people. It was a thick mist, so that we could scarcely 
«IM twenty yards before us ; but when we reached the 
■bottom of an immensely liigh hill, on which the enemy 
^Lwre posted, wQ presently discovered whereabouts we bad 

■ v Onr Ist battalion extended to the right, and my battalion 
iaoT«d llraight forward up the bill. For a considerable 
time the enemy's fire did us no injury, being deceived, I 
'teiagine, fay the denseneas of the fog. They fired almost 
rfwafi over onr heads, some of which shots struck tbe men 
«f tbe 43d, a conxiderable way below us. At length we 
'begwi to approach the summit of tbe mountain, where the 
^Mvnay were of course much more condensed, the ground 
had to occupy being much smaller. Our people were 
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nitvancing regukriy up the hill, when we rnn right up 
against a rock, on the top of which was coUeeted on immense 
body of the French, and Irum whom our people received a 
most (IcAtructive lire, knocking down fourteen men in an 
instant. This unlooked-for circumstance checked nor 
])eopIe, and made some of them retire for an instant liehind 
a hroken pari in tlio mountain, from which thej kept up the 
Iwet fire they coulil. During this transaction, the French, 
n-ho were not moru than ten or twelve yards distant, were 
calling out to us in Spanish to advance, and abusing us 
most lustily. A Spaniard (one of the recruits I formerly 
mentioned) was so ranch annoyed, that he began in his tnm 
to abuse the French ; and, as if words were not enough, 
accompanying them with the best shot he could gire them. 
Poor fellow, he was instantly shot through the body, and 
f<tll to rise no more. 

They now liegan to get courage, and made a sbow of ad- 
vancing upon U8 : they did do so on the right against cmr 
Ist battalion, but my commanding-officer calling ont to 
cheer our people, set up a shout, which had the effect of 
intimidating them, and they did not dare to ndvance. I was 
now sent sway by Colonel Bamanl to reijupst the 49d 
(who were behind us) to send a company to support aor 
1st battalion, which they instantly did ; and jnsl as I ra- 
tunicd, 1 found the French had evacuated the rock from 
which they had annoyed us, on the top of which we fbtind 
a great number of cnpa and pouches, &c., belonging to men 
who had fallen there. We followed them over thp hill, 
but thpy now gave us leg-bail, posting down into the valley 
tuwardf) France with all expedition. 

Hie 7th division had some pretty sharp work before th«y 
dislodged the people in fivnt of them, and had suffered very 
severely in effecting their object. When every thing was 




Mlled, one of our men thought he saw a man hiding be- 
tbtDd a tree just betow us : he went to see what it was, aitd 
' iiagged out by thif neck a French soldier of the 3d light 
in&ntry. Poor fellow, he came out shm^png his shoulders, 
wad, puttiug on u moHt beseeching look, begged tre would 
spare him, as he was only a " pavvre Italien." Of course 
no injnrj was done him, only the solilier who took him 
clAiming and taking from him his koa^suck, which appear- 
ed ft fine full one, and tthich he appropriated to himself. I 
thought it cniel, and wanl4 have prevented it, had my voice 
boen of any weight ; and yet, had it not been taken from 
hiin now, it would Tery soon after, when he became a 
prboner. 

One bnttalion was ordered to remain and occupy this 
hill) which dreadfully alarmed me, lest it should be ours, 
for it was bitter, bleak, and cold. Luckily a Portuguese 
battalion was ordered up, and we returned to our snug 
camp by the river side ; and here, as if to crown our good 
fiirtune, one of our men. who had been left behind in 
chai^ of the teuts, hud got some meat roaste<l for our 
mats, of which we all partook with great delight and thank- 
folneas. 

A friend of mine of our 1st battalion, during the ad- 
raace the French hod made upon that battalion, was nigh 
bUios into their hands. They nulled at him, but he per- 
mriiigi and endeavouring to avoid them, fell into a hnsh, 
vhicb scniched him most wofiiUy, and in the fray loai his 
cap and sword. They grasped at the latter, (which was 
not drawn.) but which luckily broke loose from the belt, or 
they would have bail him. This hill was always known 
Afterwards by the name of Barnard's Hill, in honour of 
I Colonel Barnard, who commanded on 
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lilt Author, from ■ laiUakF, \of hii SvrvanU far a few iUf«— A 
Pent of DHlh— A Fnul of Llliy-FiKhtln; nnr Si SfbHtUn— 
filTHEIllv l»xan« of Spaninh Bravn-y— Si SrbaiHnii ia caprund. 
bul EUk DelAtla ^vrii. the Aulhor not having Iwea prv 
of the Pnn or Vcn. 



Ws remained at rest here for some time, durii^ arb 
I, as acting pnynmster. hail several trips to I'olosk, k « 
sid«raMo town on tbe great ruad from Bayonne to S~ 
whore the pajoiaster-g'^Qeral hail taken up hit r 
willi the mihtnry chest. In one of them I went and ImcI* 
peep at St Sebastian, the siege of wUicli was then geiag 
on. While here, I received direEtiona from Genen] Sit 
William Stewnrt to attend him at V'iUaba, whera be kf 
wounded, he having received two balls in the late actioiw. 
I set otr, directing my servants with roy hog^iige to fbUoir 
eluae after me : by some means they were delayed b fitir^ 
minutes, and, supposing I w»b going sg^n to th« peyniM-' 
ter-general nt Tolosa, went off in that direction, wttboat 
asking any questions. I imagined they knew v«ry wtU 
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where I wis going, and still went on slowly, every now and 
then looking back to see if I could descry thera cominf; ; 
but althoDgh tliere was no appearance of them, I simply 
enoDgfa continued my route till I reached St Esteran ; and 
here I put up for the night, thinking, of course, they would 
come by and by. Id the morning. I was fully convinced 
the^ must hare gone some other road, and as all my bookie, 
Act &om which I wanted information, were in my baggagv, 
I thought it useless to proceed any iiirther. In retracing 
my steps, which I did leisurely, I had an opportunity of 
the great number of bodies which the French hail 
thrown into the river, the road running close by its brink 
■Mriy all the way. It was really shocking to behold such 
srons wrecks of mortality, with the disgusting appear- 
trhicb most of Ihem had assumed ; many of them were 
BKtm by the fish, and of others the flesh was hanging in 
n$», and bleaching in the stream. Of course I returned 
boa*, bnl did not see my servants again for several days, 
■• il Uok three or four to accomplish the journey to Tolosa 
and bttck, ami they had waited there a day for me. 

Ob the dar that I was absent, all the officers of ray corps 
bwl Iwl > fiumptnous and splendid entertainment, it being 
thsS&lh Aogot^t, the anniversary of the regiment's first 
fafB>t)CO> They had dn^ a ditch in an oblong shape in 
th* noiUle of a field, the centre of which served for a table, 
<rUI« they sat with their feet in the ditefa. I am told the 
n^W^i who were just above, and overlooked them firom 
tin heights behind the town, assembled and viewed them, 
•» if in Htonishroent to see Ihem regaling themselves 
with ■> mnch glee in the midst of the wild Pyrenean 
BMimbun«. No doubt the wine went merrily round, and 
mtMj were the toasts which were dnink with three-times- 
tbr«e. 
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Dnrin^ this interval, I oftea amused mjr5<>lf with fiahin^ 
in the Riilassoa, io which there were manf escelleat trout, 
ond I was [in.>ttf SDccessfnl, fur 1 had got some tackle fma 
one of our captaine, which he bad hroug-bt from £ngluuil> 
Ou one of these occasiona, while I wag wading- in a pool, I 
spied n fine salmon laying just below me : I threw in and 
broaght my flies right over him, at which be instantly race, 
hut 1 missed bini. I tried again, and booked hiw, bat in a 
inometit he jilanged right across the river, carrying with 
bim all my flies aud part of my linp, for I hod no reel. 1 
might hnve calculated upon this, if I had thought foe a mo- 
ment ; but the opportunity was so tempting, that I could 

At length the Slst of Anguat arriTed, the day on which 
St Sebastian was to he stormed. We knew this, fur we favl 
furnished a number of volunteers, both officers and men, to 
take part in the assault ; many of our higher oflicen had gone 
to witness the glorious spectacle. But early in the morning, 
we were all astonishod at the bugie sounding thrangb 
the camp the alarm, or assembly, and intlantly orders wen 
given fur the tents to be slruck, the baggage to hu packed, 
Bud (o Bel gff with it to the rear without a moment's debiy, 
for the French were advancing ; of course all this wae done 
in as short a lime as possible, and the troops were onlend 
to move on to Si hill just over the bridge of Ven, A 
detacbmpnt of ours had joined the evening before, and >l 
cannot ensily be conceived the strange effect thia auddtn 
alarm bad on some of them. One of them, a lieutaiuuit, 
wae all in a bustle getting his pistols put in fighting ordtft 
and came to me begginf'' 1 would take some money W kwp 
for him. 1 told liim that it was likely to be in u mneti 
danger with me ns with himself, and of course dM^oed. 
The old hands, on the contraiy, were as cool and quiet ■bant 
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it as if it WM mn e»ei7daT occnrrence. We mo»ed lo the 
height lwf(»« mentioned, and ^av » cloud of fvlluus with 
white cap« coming down to thv left of the town, and of 
course prepared to give them the beet reiception we could. 

II WM seul with orders to my comtnuDding-ofEcer from tb« 

'Genenil, ' that hu was, when preised, to retire till he got 
on the ridge just orer his honse, (which was on the road 
■ little to (he rear of where we then were,) and that be (tbs 
to Btand there as long as it was possible.' I thought Home- 
thing very worm was going to occur, seeing- such a cloud of 
Frenchmen were then approaching us, but we were all disap- 
jMtated ; they went quickly to their right after descending 
frmn the heights, and forded the river below the town, set- 
ting- their &ces towards St Sebastian. All this was effected 
Milder a cannonade from the heights. 

Oar Ist brigade (except my battalion) was then ordered 
to Croat the river by the Lezucca bridge a little behind us, 
■ad to more pDrallel to the enemy along the ridge above 
that town, which had all along been Lord Wellington's 
hemd-^uartcrs. As soon as they got across, they sent a 
body of troops to the bridge of Vera, cIokb to which Eome 
of our people were stationed, and from thence lliey kept 
■ on OS all day from some small mountain guns, which 
bad brought down with them, and occasionally -with 

fmvtktitTy. We were now somewhat curiously situated. 
1^ French position was on the side we occupied, while 
the other side of the bridge had been fortified by the Spa- 
niab General Longn, to protect himself during the last 
CKcnrrion of the French towards Pamplona ; bnt now they 
•oeopied the side on which the intrenchments had been 
thrawn up, and turned them against us of course ; they did 
'little execution by their fire. Lord Wellington, seeing the 

lilBteatioii of the enemy, assembled all the British troops he 
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could eatily collect, and braug'ht them ii 
S|Mniards, whicli met the French in this direction ; tmi 
tindiog- tbis a &ir opportuuitj' of seeing vbat the Don 
i:ouId do, withheld the British, and Irt the Spaniards atlHk 
ilieiD bj themselves. They had now the beet chanc« of 
nhowing their valonr that ever had or might present itself; 
they hod the high ground, and the enemy bad to climb ap 
oil their ItanJs snd knees to get at them ; besides, they bad 
Whiod them hackfrs that wonld not see them gpt fool play. 
So away they ^et at them, and inileed they did tumble the 
French down in good style, upsetting them in all directione : 
>>a that our EDgliah dirision had nothing lo do but to look 
<in. Tliis was the only time I eTer knew the Spaniards a(4 
in a iKMly like g<>oil soldiers. 

The enemy, b^ing lieatcn, were obliged of course to-retio- 
h'nule ; but it Litme on one of the bitterest nights 1 baTri 
almost ever witnessed ; the rain fell in torrents, and the 
lightning was very vivid. The French endeavoured t* 
retrace their steps during the night, fording the river wbete 
they had crossed it in the monung ; but the heavy raia 
luul BO gwoln the river by midnight, that they c«uld nol 
Lontinue any longer to wade it. A considerable number 
of them still remained on the other side, and no way pr^ 
aented itself of extricating themselves, but by forcing tbeir 
passage across the bridge, near wlucJi a company of our ii 
Intttalion, under Captain Cadoux, was posted, with one of' 
ours, a short distance in the rear, to support him. Ciqitwn 
Cadoux's people were stationed in bouses about thirty yank 
from the bridge, and bad a double sentry on the bridge 
The enemy's column approached very quietly, and thai 
made a rush ; but the rain having wet the priiaing of 
tbe sentries' rides, they could not get them to go off to give 
the necessary alarm, and were in a moment driven from 
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their poet. The French Ib^o, seeing they had etTccled a 
set up a «hout, and nisfaei] towarrlE the houses 
where Cadonx's people wer«, who tnriied out at once, and 
with the supporting' company, opened a deadly fire upon 
tfae enemy'*; column ; but poor Cadoux fell instantly almost, 
M he had imprudently mounted his hurse on the first alarm ; 
his lieutenant bIbo was severely wounded. The firing oi' 
course soon brougbt the whole brigade to the spot, which 
kept up a constant and well-directed fire during the whole 
of their progress along the little plain towards Vera. 

The enemy suffered dreuilfully on this occasion, lenTing 
tke ground literally strewed with their dead, who, like the 
others before mentioued, were next morning thrown into 
the rirer ; so that the fish had ample feeding for some time 
after. Some people afterwards reflected upon General 
SkeittAt, who commanded here, for not posting a stronger 
force «t the bridge, and for not blocking it up with *s 
■til i the former he might and ought to have done ; 
the latter was impracticable, from the enemy holding 
bfMstwork at the other end of the bridge, which was 
mft more than about thirty yards long. Had a battalion 
posted there, it is probable the French, who were 
cooi|>elled to hare recourse to this daring attempt, might 
har« been induced to surrender ; but I believe tfae Geneml 
narer imagined they had need to make such an attempt. 
Oar loss on this occasion was rather severe also. A great 
mnj of Captain Caduux's men fell ; Lieutenant Travers, 
who commanded the company of my battalion, was wound- 
ed) bimI a considerable number of men were killed and 
wonoded ; among the former, some of the poor fellows 
who bad joined from England only the day before. 

Thus WM Sonlt's second attempt frustrated, and St S«-' 
Imrtiw fell into our hands. As I was not present at that' 
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glorimia exhibition of British taIout uid prowMs, I camiot 
lake npoti me to g\v« tuif accauDI of its rapture. Tbe vo- 
lunteer who went from onr dirision to a&sibt in tbe Btorm 
or bssbdII, sustained their full share in tbe casualties Bttend^ 
ant ihereoD. The field-«fficer, Colonel Hunt of tbe 52d. 
wBB severely nounded ; a lieutenant of the 43d, brother to 
Mr O'Connell. the ^mous Ronuui Catholic advocttte, »u 
killed : tno lieutenants of our first baltalioD, named Perci- 
val and Hamilton, were Eeverelf wounded. The Utter, I 
believe, was a volunteer on the occasion, not being entitled, 
Irom his standing, to take it as a tour of duty. He wn 
conspicnouftly brave, and received two eevere waands, from 
wbicb it would snuvely be imagined posEible anj iwe coiild 

A few dayR after the surrender of St Seliastian, I bad 
u^n occasion to go to Toloss for money, and look lbs 
road by PaKsuge«, the port where we now received all tnir 
supplies from England ; and also to ee» tbe ruins a{ thM 
late formidable fortress. When I reached it, the boOMe 
were still on fire, and not I believe half-a-dozen in the 
whole town that remained habitable, or the iahabiianu bad 
quite deserted it. I went up to the citadel and exsniuted 
it, and I Wiere this, with proper casemates or bomb- 
proof^, might be rendered one of the strongest pUcea in 
Spain, next to Gibraltar ; but tbe French had suffered 
dreadfully from our shells, which hud literally plungbrd 
tbe ground on tbe top of this naturally strong height, and 
from which cause they had been compelled to surrender. 

St Sebastian was indeed a melancholy spectacle at this 
U'me. I retnrned from Toloea by a |mrt of the road which 
we had traversed in our late retreat and advance again, ai I 
now began to hope I might perhaps recover my little hone. 
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for t BQspecteil from soms cAiise that my servimt, instead of 
having been obliged to abaadon lum, because of hu Inme- 
nie«s, as he told aie, hod soid him at that time ; and this 1 
BCtnaily foumj hod been the case. I compelled him to tell 
me where he had disposed of him, and, with my broken 
Spanish, traced liim from thence for near twi>nty miles &r- 
ther into the mountains, where 1 found him in a viUaget 
the naina of which 1 do not recollect, but where a squadron 
of oar German hossars were ijuartered. 1 of course claimed 
UmI took posseesioD of the hurGe, giving the person the 
auonat he hail paid for biiu ; but he being still lame, the 
oitm m aading-officer of the hassars kindly permitted nie to 
Imtb him with lus farner till he got well. lie afterwards 
seal him to me, and would not e?en allow the iarrier to 
receiie any remuneration for his trouble, so kindly and 
fltlitaly did he behat-s. 

September passni away without any thing remarkable Dt> 

ing. My friend Caplaiu (now Major) Perceval had been 
•bligvd to return to England, anil Captain Balvaird succeed- 
ed him as senior captain of roy battalion. 1 still continued in 
tlut company's mesa. At length it was determined to attack 
the Pnurto, or Pass of Vera, which the enemy had rendtred 
«<OMdingly Btroog. The left of our army, under Sir Tho- 
HM Grahum, were ordered to attack in their front, and 
Sane the pHiMige of the Qidassoa, and estubhsh themselve* 
in Fnnce. We were merely to drive them from the heights 
ivo the town of Vera, taking possession of all the strong 
yroiuid between that and France. The fourth division was 
It up to support our attack, and fui-med immediately 
of the town. One of the captains who formed the 

imitlee of Paymastership, and who, it may be remem- 

were held icsponsible for my accounts, and the due 

^propriation af all public money which might come into 
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1117 han<i«, took a (aacj that t enpoficd mywlf too much, 
mA r«i]upst«l the comtnan<ting-officer, Colonul Ross, to 
prohibit my agaiii entenDg into action, except for the pur- 
pme of bringing- ammunition, &c., when my duty reijnired 
me ; in cunceqaence of which the ailjutant was sent to me 
this morning, prerioue to the aperationa commencing, with 
an order for me not to accompany the battalion. It mVf 
wem to the reader perhaps like affectation when I tell hia 
I felt hurt at this order, and determined not very 6trictl]rte 
comply with it, for 1 believed that my respected coramand- 
ing-ufficer hud no objection that 1 should accompany him. 
did not this untoward circumstance interfere with my to 
doing. Accordingly I remained a looker-on among tb* 
fourth division. My battalion was destined to commenca 
this attaclc by drtring the enemy from a high tmd rnggMl 
hill on the right of the Pass, which was a necessary op«r»- 
tiun before the Puss itself could be attacked. According 
be extended the battalion, and encircled its base on tlM 
aide next to Vera ; and I believe, without firing a ihat 
almost, he marched right up to the top of the hill, BOt- 
withslanding the sturdy resistance made by the enemy, m4 
in a very short space of time completely cleared this foT' 
midable height. 

This operation was the admiration of the whole fenrtb 
division, (for it was clearly observable by every one,) HhI 
they were most lavish of their praises for such a worluun- 
like movement. When my people approacht-d the (op of 
the hill, 1 felt alarmed for their safely and their hononr, tar 
the Frenrli commander closed all bis fon-e to one pMBt, 
and, forming ihem into line, made them fix bayooett, appa- 
rently with a determination to charge them down th« btU 
i^in ; and I saw that my people, for they could not pw- 
ueive what the French were doing, were likely to be talMa 
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by anrprue. WbetUer the Frenchman's heart (ailed hitn I 
know not, bnt wlieii Colouel U.os» rewrhed the lup of iLr 
bill, ihe enemy went to the right about, and tnstantlj re- 
ttr»d.. 

1 felt prood of belonging to that corps, and happy at such 
» lanDinBtion of this dangoroug operation, aod feeling a de- 
ram I coold no longer resist, I set off to join them. By 
Uie time I reached the height joHt mentioned, the attack of 
the Pa«Ha was going on, and a most arduous undertaking 
il WBB. My brigade attacked the rig-ht or Btrongest pass, 
which Ihey carried in fine style, withont much loss, although 
ttie enemy had a breaetwork at every avuilable point of 
groJOtd, Oar 2d brigade did not attack the leh Pass quite 
•»aooQ aa the other, sod nfaen tlieybad got al>out half way 
top tb«y encountered the most formidable opposition. 

A redoubt which the enemy posseseed was filled with 
awni «ibo waited till our battulion came within a few yards 
Wtbem, and thon poured in the most destructive fire ima- 
§ia*l>lB> making the battahon recoil, and leaving one-third 
af.itt numbers un the ensanguined ground. But the a2d 
Mgimmt being close behind, promjitly supported them 
wIkb rnsbing on together to the charge, and the French, 
a&er lome hard fighting, were finally driven from this 
glMOfhoU. After this they never made any ohatinatc 
alani, altbough there was occasional fighting all the way 
bun the Pass down into the plain below, where some of 
Mir]Mople followed them i but it not being intended to quit 
br ihm prusent this high and formidable barrier, they were 
pAmruds recalled. The boundary lines passed along this 

•Uv- 

, W« lo»t a few men on ascending the first hill, and a few 
is akirmiahing afterwards, but our loss wus not severe. But 
tint of the 'id battalion, before noticed, was awfiil ; several 
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of that battalion who fell in thia action had only a few dftyt 
before joined from Eoglanit, aod thiB was their first KtioD. 
On looking at the ground on nhii-h this affair took pl&ce, 
rine would imagine it almost impossible that unf urmy tonld 
force a passage through such innumeiBble difficulties. The 
hill itself was nearly impassable, and with the numerouB 
redoulita and breBslworks, with which it was literally 
covered, no troops in the world, I think, but British, would 
hare dared to attempt it. 

We found that the French, who occupied this etatioa, 
had rendere<l themselre* extremely comfortable, considemg 
the kind of country and ground where they were posted, 
lliey had )>een at great pains in bnilding rery conrenieol 
and Bubstantial huts in lines and streets, the same as an 
encampment, and which wei'e indeed remarkahty clean and 
next. They had even built arm-racks at the end of earh 
line, where theirarms were stowed away taost securely, and 
where they were preserved from the effects of the had 
weather. Indeed, from the pains they had token to reader 
ihemseli'es comfortable here, it would appear as if they bad 
■lot expected to he driven from It su soon. 

The left of our army, under Sir Thomas Gnihani, also 
established themselves within the French territory. A cmy* 
of Spaninrds on our left, between us and Sir Thomas, hod 
likewise made a forward movement corresponding with the 
British. Some Spaniards were on the right of oar dirision 
also, and were destined to drive the French from La Rhune, 
an exceeding high rock, which overlooks all the other uooo- 
tains, OS well as the plain below. This they iiuled to nooom- 
plish, the enemy keeping possession all that night, and the 
skirmishing between the two forces continuing till after 
dark. 

My battalion was sent on the outpost duty in the eves- 
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ling down into the French plain below, and relieved the 
I Spanish General Looga, whose cordis, with our 2d brigade, 
I w«re ordered to assist in the morniDg in dislodging the 
•nemy from La Rhune. I will not say wiielher the sight of 
Uie red-coats coming against them the next morning bad 
the effect of alarming tbem, but they certainly evacuated 
tbM exceedingly strong post without much farther opposi- 
tion, uid established themselves on a similar rock, hut lower, 
on the French side, and called by them Petit or Little Itbune. 
fiat the possession of this lofty peak gave us the power of 
meriooking all their movements for miles around us, w 
weU M of surreying La Belle France as Ikr as the eye could 
Me> and indeed, compared with the bleak and barren moun- 
tains in which we hud so long been residing, it diil appear 
% beutifhl country, although, in reality, it is ^ from being 
mch. But we gazed upon it wiih strange and minglett 
emotions, hardly beheving it possible that we had now 
reMched and entered the territory of that once fomiiduhle 
nation whose victorious armies had penetrated to the farthest 
eonfioes of Europe, who ha<l overrun and eulxlued some of 
tbe most warlike nations of the continent, and who hod so 
oflm threatened, and as of^en alarmed, the inhabitants of 
Engluid with the invasion of that sacred soil, on which 
OBWr y«t a Frenchman has dared, in hostile array, to set 
hi> loot since the days of the Norman William, but who 
tut (here either with a prison or a grave. 

We now pitched oar camps by battalions, each occupying 
ft pott more or leSN importHnt, and the enemy began ag»in 
to coostruct their huts, and make themselves as comfortable 
at their circumstaDces would admit ; Sonlt, no doubt, being 
ai|;hbly chagrined that we had now fairly beat them out of 
I, when be (as we now learnt) had promised his fol- 
« that he would soon lead them again to the plains of 
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Vittorio, where they mtgrbt agun retrieve their lost honours, 
nnd at which city they would cclebnte the Emperor's birtfa- 
(Uy. He thus boastetl, and no doubt would hare effected bia 
purpose, hod he not been go pronplly met near Pamplana 
l>r his never-to-be oulmano-uvred antagonist. 

We now began to enffer greatly from the severity of the 
weather. It became exceedingly wet and stormy ; and not 
infrequently the tenti were blown away from over our 
heads, or the pole was forced up through the top, letting 
the wet canvass fall comfortably down about our ears while 
we were perhaps in a sound sleep. I had two streams flow- 
ing pa«t my head, one went round the trencb outside my 
tent, while the other I was loin to let pass tlirough it : their 
murmnre lulled mo to sleep, and 1 do not remombta- that 
ever I slept sounder than I did here, baring made my coach 
comfortable by gathering dry fern, and spreading my n 
tress upon it. 

Whilst we remained here, a few officers were appoint«l 
to wulch the motions of the enemy from an old work whk^ 
WG understood had been constructed by the Spumards uid 
emigrant French against their revolutionary neighbovn, 
whom they endeavoured to keep from entering Spain ; a. 
of course, ibis woe the dally lounge of those who had no 
better employmeut, not only that tbey might themselves 
see, but beur idso from others what of importance waa pa 
iiig. On one of these occasious, a vessel was descried (far 
tbe seft was not more than five or six miles irom ua) tnt- 
king for the harbour of Bayonne, or St Jean de Lui, with 
a small schooner following her in chase, and every now and 
then giring her a shot. The vessel, (which tumnl out W 
be a French brig going with prDvisions fur tbe few Freaeli- 
mcn who still retained the castle of Santono,) seeing she 
could not get clear of her unwelcome neighbours, her crew 
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t her on fire, aarl taking to tboir boatB, abundoneil iier, 
I -and escaped od sboro — elie sood after blew up with » tre- 

lendooB exploe 

I Iba Sist of tbie moctfa Pamplona earrendered, tbe 
1, consisting- of 40iX) men, under Major-general Cos- 
B groremor, becoming prisoners of war. TLey had 
been coiupcUed to adopt tliis measure from sheer slarFatioiii 
«f vhjch they, I understand, ba<l gulfered dreadfully. I 
bi^pened to be at Passuges on the day tbey reached that 
pott, where tbey embarked, on their way tu England. The 
G«nenl wag a stout, handsome, and inteliigent-looking mau, 
•od ancb a one as I should imagine would make a noble of- 
ficer. The soldiers seemi^d quite unixmcerned about their 
bie ; whether from the change being uctuidly an improve- 
ment of their condition, or from the tightness and gaiety of 
their Datnral temper, I know not, but they were jesting 
■nd making as merry as if nothing bod happened. 

During the time wc lay on theee mountains, I regret to 
«laite my gallant and respected common din g-oilicer. Colonel 
Soss, eaJTered so much from rheumatism, that he was com- 
pelled to leave the regiment, and take up his abode at 
Kentxria, a Tillage near to Passages. 

It was reported tbut Lord WellingFon intended attacking 
the enemy along his whole line, early in Xorember, but the 
weather having rendered the roads Impassable, it was post- 
poned. On the <lay previous to the intended attack, the com- 
minding'o9icer bod been token up to La Rhnne, and the 
puat tliat each corps had to occupy, with the movementa 
tbey were intended to make, were clearly pointed out to 
thern i an excellent plan, when practicaUe, as it leaves no 
one any excuse for mistakes or blunders during the action. 

At length, on the 10th of that month, I believe, it wot 
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KttM to take fiit» ; Imt oa the Mi I ns ordered to let 
off witfc the BHilca of the hattalioo, to leXch corn from 
nM^w. » dirtniM of ilKMtt tliiflj Bkiks. 1 *itapected Hat 
WW ■ aEbone af tk» ^^Amu I Mai« mentioned, aa tiae of 
tho hiibHIh of pi^nMlcnUpt ra order iKe more effertO' 
aOj to kMf ^ ottt of <laii)pr, far eertuDlT had &nf tluDg 
■ariovi iKffdHjil me, ther vooM hare had Eome diScnltf 
in iHwhiii^ their accounts, ix was not quite certain the 

■ to take pboe next daj, althongh it had been bo 
M detenuBcd to try and mcb the 

■ earij m ftmalAe oa that dar. I aooordin^f got 
I aa earlj' as I could get the 

: and haning got the com, and cooae 
on to Rentaiia, which I reached about mid-daj, 1 took the 
HhertT of leann; th« anitnals in the char^ of the hod- 
<M«aiiiiBtioB#d officer who had accompaoiiMl me ; and caUii^ 
an CoIomI Rom, obtwoed his penuisi^ion to let the s«^geaiil 
praoead in dwi^ of Atia to the regiment, while 1 might, 
if I Aom, fasb on at a quicker rate. I bad heard by thi« 
time, that the action had commenced bj daylight that 
morning. I acoonlinglj set of? at as quick a pace as mj 
Mured animal eooM tarry me ; and pa«ing Iran, and crass- 
i^fftteB i da m oa, and keeping along the great road for a CMt- 
■d w ri il a distance. I then jocline<i tu my right, and skirted 
the Pyrenees along the whole plain. I had thus no oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the conflict carryinjC' on by the left 
wing of onr army, as 1 passed aloog towards La Rlmiie, 
but with erery exertion of myself and my poor jaded horse, 
night closed in upon me before I had nearly reached the 
ctatiou of the light dirision. I was compelled to work my 
way throngh n country which I had not hitherto passed, 
and wliich having been the scene of a sangnimuy combat, 
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presented no rerj pleusiog aspect. At lost I heard some 
stniDge and fomign Tolces before me, for it was now quite 
dark, on which I turned into a field, and wnitcd till they 
[Mused, by which I learned the^ were Spaniards. I was ap- 
prebensire 1 might have kept too far to the leti, and had 
gwt into the French lines, nhii-h would not have been so 
confortsble ; hut after finding them to be men of General 
Fivre's Spanish dirision, 1 then had hopes of gbortly meet- 
ing' with my own people. Directed by those good Spuniards, 
I at last reached Petit La Rhune, the Inte formidable posi- 
tion of the enemy, on which the blazes from a thousand of 
their huts were rising to the clouds, and enlightening the 
atmosphere around. But it being now ten o'clock, I found 
myself incapable of proceeding iarther, more particularly as 
the Portuguese, a'mon^ whom I now found myself, could 
not give me any certain directions which way my division 
bad gone. 1 was bin therefore to take up my abode, and 
g^ladly did so, in a cottage with Colonel St Clair and several 
other ofltcers of the sixth Cavadores. Let it not be sup- 
pOTed that a lighting disposition induced me to use so much 
Mtertion to reach my division on this occasion — no; but h 
I considered that a sort of trick had been played otT upon 
m«, I did what I could to render it nugatory ; no man hking, 
*» I iibngine, to be the dupe of any other party's raanceuvres, 
with whatever friendly intention these may have been put in 
operatian. I arose next morning early, and hastened to 
the point where I expected to meet my brave comrades, 
anxious to learn the fate of all I loved amongst them. I 
uw them and the third division at a cunsiderablo distance, 
each on a height in front, appearing like flocka of sheep 
Iroddled together as close as poHsible. I soon reached them, 
I IcMned with sorrow, that the brave Colonel BaruDrd 
i, M they supposed, mortally woooded, the hall having 
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paesed througU the chest, and tlisl little LieuteoBtit Dojlo 
waskiUed. 

This Wfts n most stupendous action ; the scene of opera- 
tions extending' from rjg-ht to left, embracing, I ima^ne, not 
less than thirty miles of country. The rentre had fallen 10 
the share of my dirision, which, in the eyes of th« best 
jadges, was tlie strongest part of the enemy's line, for it had 
li«en furtifipd with the most consummate skill, and ao ta- 
liour hod been spared to render it impregnable, as th« enemy 
had been busily emplored in the eoostmction of fort«, re- 
doubts, and other fieldworks of every denomination, ftwo 
Ihe day we drove them from the Pass of Vera ; one in par- 
ticnlar, a stone built fort, in the shape of a star, woe exceed- 
ingly strong, ajid which was attacked and carried in the Gamt 
Klyle possible, 1 underatand, by the 43d regiment ; the h3A 
also surrounded a fort in which the French Sftth r«^tnirat 
was posted, the braru commander of whii;h not having t*- 
i-eired any orders to evacuate it, remained till the retreat'<rf 
the French left him no other alternative than to surrender 
at discretion. The port my liattalion had to piny, his ti> 
<Toss the valley separating the two La Rhunes in double 
quick time, and attack the French rock by a goi;ge, which 
allowed a passage from that ralley into their position. This 
was to be in conjunction with the attack of the S»mr Fort 
by the 43d, as it in some measure took that work in rerene. 
In short, every corps in the division, and I believe in the 
army, had a most arduous duty to perform, and most nobly 
did they execute it. The led of our army, ander St 
Thomas Graham, did not succeed in driving the enemy 
from his innumerable works which covered St Jean de Iai>, 
and which he retained possession of till the next morning ; 
when the centre, that is the 3d and light divisions, togcllier 
with the Spaniards on our right and loft centra, msNle a 
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I Bovement in adronce, and crossed tbe Nivelle river, from 
I wLicli this action durives its name. Our movemont, which 
' Uirentened to separate the wings of the French armv, cau- 
ted the enemy to abandon his atroug pwitioa in front of 
St Jmd de Lax, as well as that town, on which occasion he 
Bttempted, and partly succeedi^d in destroying' tlie bridge 
r the Nirelle nt that place : hut it heing soon after re- 
1, Sir Thomas Graham's corps took up their quarters 
n the t«irn. 
Wa encAiuped for the night in front of the village of 
ir Sarre, or Zarre. It had rained hard all the day 
f the lllh, and it cuntiiiu<?d almost without intermlsnoa 
U our camp was lilenJly swlniuiing. I remember perfectly 
water in my tent was several inches deep; and 
a I Awoke in the morning, 1 found a Portuguese boy 
(who bad followed us, and had attached himself to our mess 
M a vort of servant) was sitting holding by the tent-pole, 
tlwt being the only place where he could find rest for the 
■ale of his firal. In short, we were as wet, clothes and hedv 
and all, as if wu had been dragged through a river. The 
Mwning beforu, I well remember, we had been highly 

EBMUM<1 by ray Scotch i]narterroB«ter-8ei^eaDt and his 
ads, n'ho hud taken up their abode close by, singing, till 
y nther grew tiresome, 
is < 
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I! was done to drive away dtUl care, and to 

e the be«t of an uncomfortable situation. 

The nest day towards afternoon, a conuderable firing 

wm heard on our right, which had cootinned but a short 

■jvhil*!, till oar gullant and unwearied Chief came galloping 

I, with tone few of his staff following, who could with 
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dilfimlly keep pace with him, and asking most anxioml}- 
wbereabonts and what the firing was. We conld onljr 
point oat the direction in which we heanl it, but conld 
give him no account as to its cause. Awor he galloped 
in the direction we pointed out. and no doulit soon reached 
th« spot. 

1 forgot to mention, that a man of the Brunswick Oeis 
cnrps biid been bung the day before for phuidering hr the 
Provost Marshal, no douht in compliance with superior 
orders. It was necessary tlms to give the array nn exmmple 
of severity, in order to deter tbeni from committing tbote 
acts to which all armies are bnt too prone. We found 
indeed very hitle to plunder, had we been so inclined ; for 
the greater part of the inhabitanltt had left their houses 
taking every thing portable with tbem. This they had b«en 
indnced to do from tbe fitlse statements which Soitlt had 
set forth in some proclamations he issued about this tnii«t 
in which he described the English aa savages, nay, eren M 
cannibals, who would not scrapie to commit tbe most mon- 
Btrous atrocities ; so ignorant were the generality of tbeM 
poor peasants, that many of them implicitly believed bit 
reproaentstions. Thi^ no donbt, was done with the view 
of raising tbe whole population in arms against ns, in order 
to defend their homes against such a set of wretches as he 
made it appear we were ; bnt, although many of the natirea 
joined the French array at this time, with which they were 
incorporated and led to battle, the result of his famoos pro- 
clamotions was not equal to his expectations ; for a gK«t 
part of thero declineil warlike proceedings, and retired into 
tbe interior of the country with their families, leaving only 
a very small proportion indeed who remained in their 
houses. As might be expected, tbe empty houses suffered 
dreadfiilly ; every piece of furniture almost being deetrayed. 




F either for fire-wood, or in seeking for raluables ; while tb« 

I bouses of thofie who remained in general ei 

General Harispe, being a Basque himself, had the org^ 
nixing- of the new levies now raised ; indeed, many uf [bese 
had taken a part in the imiiition into Spain on the 25th 
July for the relief of Pamplona, and many of tliem fell on 
that occasion. We were not so fully aware of the extent 
of the misrepresentation to which Sonlt had gone in these 
proclamatioDB, till some time afler we had entered France, 
wad had peuetrated considerably into the interior, wtien 
some of oar oQicers, either during or after a march, entered 
the cottage of a peasant who had not left his home, to get 
» Uttle milk. The poor woman was remarkably civil, offer- 
ing them any thing the house afforded. They got some 
milk, for which they offered her money, but which she 
declined. Her chil<l was running about the house at this 
time, which, coming near one cif the officers, he took it 
between his knees, and putteil it on the bead, with which 
the child seemed very well pleased ; hut the poor mother, 
standing at a little distance, and eyeing most intently every 
motion of the officer, was like to swoon with fear and agita- 
lion. But as the mother bail declineil receiving any thing 
(or the milk, the officer who had the child gave it some 
snuUl coin, and letting it go, it ran to its mother, who 
siutched it up into her arms with the utmost joy, and alter- 
ing her look, began to say, she thought they bad been 
deceived ; for that they had been led to believe from the 
prtxJamBtions of Sonlt, that we were such barbarians that 
we would not scrnplu to kill and eat their children, and 
which was the cause of her late fear and anxiety, as she 
«xpected the officer had taken the child for that purpose ; 
i sow she ibund we were not such people as she had been 
i to believe. Of course the officer laughed most heartily 
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yTtu Brir'uli Army advance Isrtlitr inlu France— Pass Ihe Nivi 
Sonlf* Plaiui baffled— Two or thnr haUallont of lli« Nuiuii ■ 
Fnokfon rrjjinienb cooif arn from the Pn-nch — Prtrnch PoUtn 
— TliKaUneil Attack by Ihc French— Bonle of th* Nive — Account 
tht Buqnm. 



Wk left our K-et (-amp on the 15th, and advanced to Ihe 

e of Arbonae, where, for the first time during ihe 

we Mere (juartered in houses, except once or Iwicei 

r stay in the camp at Serres, or Zarre, wo sent 

r biggage animals to Passages for corn, on which occa- 

I I lost another horse, the batman pretending it had 

n stolen, but which, no doubt, be sold, as that trick had 

1 been resorted to by this time, and there was no de- 

tting it. 

n the 17tb we letl Arbonne, and advanced to Arcan- 

r, seniling forward picquets to the village of Bassozari, 

> mile in front. My battalion took up into 

■ in some atraggting houses in front of the church 

rues, while our Erst battalion occupied the chateau 

thouses of Arcangiiee, about a quarter of a mile to the 

Ight M)d front of the church. The enemy's picquets were 




saiUMcn u^ far ~v*i lar^iMinu ftni. vv sdectcd fat tkm 

!%/£-:-. 'inoL. Ti^ iL->-:rLT^l7" &r::»£ie«i afi-i curried the 
ii/it>*-«' vTii;ii;: i nt.'axns.: * Sfifcj; •-« ccrorranAtelT, C!ap> 
"tua Kp'1'ri.irk :c :i;k: T^fjOffai. ftrncrcirx viTh hiscoin|aiiT 
Kf-roii. lb' inif ic vi.i.'i 2 vfe? sT^aieni to faalu grot imme- 
uui'fi.~« a r-m: /«~ sum*; :c :2rfLr ixii^fc-cLBOMits. ^qbi whkli 
IV .-vix.(i ii/c ^TTTj^Ski LiixtK'li. LZ coa»?«ii<ix« of wiiich ov 
ins! ntiru^t.-u 'vk .irwf^ :^ *iT;kz.<« to corer his retmt; 
*tL' iii auii M luf r^M sLJA aio tbe huids of the eneiiiT» 
^rrtr. A .-vi&Riairwi.f ztilm? «\f L^ men : his lieatenaBt wat 
i:i,*i^L u*£ ^Tvtrf'Ti.'^r 'i^ xmLwm^&r >s&«ml crat Umb. The 
7Mn&jr>i»fc :y':?v«'*c>£. v^*:? frs? hAttaJion people holdiiig- the 
ii.*»Ts*:> .: •'** :z.:c2>irf*i :o ixxixpr. This occiirrBd on the 

t>t \2.-i n£-t\^ jAi aivYninr a marsh which separated ■• 
rKioBt MC^f rsi:^ rroczri omt the lirer NiTe, and which was 
twXTiy^.: > V ASMV^MV iirkioB of our armr. were two or three 
hooM« &^^ wLvii it wa» intended to take^ as their posses- 
Mk\a wv&n^i n» a paHw^ acnns this marsh bj a caiisewaj» 
which <\im»Mt«d two eadnencn, that on which we stoody 




d tlibt occupied by tlie other division, the priacipal object 
>on the Utter lining a large chateau called Garratt's Hoiue. 
One comptiny of the 43<1 also took those liouses, eiipported 
by some more of that regiment aad my battalion ; but after 
Utey were token, from what cause I know not, an order 
WS8 sent to evacuate them, on whiub the 43d retired. 
Soon afier, they were again ordered to bo ru-occupted, when 
* company of ours odranced, and took posaesaiun, but had 
not been there many minutes till another order was sent 
fitrthem to be evacuated. This order, however, had scarcely 
reached them, when a charge was made on them by a Irody 
at French caviJry, supported by a strong column of infantry. 
Tha officer who commanded the company, either from the 
order he had received, or from want of presence of mind, 
oJM to his men to run to the rear when the cavalry 
cbargeil him, by which he did not suffer much in point of 
losing men, for only one was woumled by the curalry ; but 
it had a )md appearance to run away from cavalry, a descrip* 
two of force which we had leomt by this time almost to 
decpise, especially as, from his post, he might have knocked 
down great numbers of them, and finally have repulsed 
them, bad he allowed his men to fire. The houses were, 
boirever, eventually taken possession of by another com* 
pttBj of our battalion the next day, which retained them in 
daipite of the enemy. The man who was wounded by the 
caT«lry was shot in the head by a piHtol bull : he came to 
the surgeon, where the main body of the battalion was stand- 
ing, to be dressed ; while this was doing, and the orderly 
■mil holding a tin-full of water neur, from which the stu>- 
gtnn was sponging and cleaning the wound, a ball came, 
uid, Btriking the tin, carried it right out from between the 
hmtids of the orderly. 1 was standing close by, and shall 
not easily forget the blank look which, as might be expect- 




LOUO WELLI NGTOV. 857 

n «scfa Other was prodnctiTe of tbe most comfbrtaUo 
nits to both parties. We conld more about at any time. 
mad almost in any place, shooting' or otherwise nmasing 
onnelres, without tbe ilread of &lling' in with nn enemr'a 
|Mtrol, or of getting among their sentries. They ner^t 
noleslcd OS from this time, except when we either adranced 
upon them, or tfaey ujion us, in hostile amy. Oiir dirision 
had two main picqnets ; all thi« took place at tbe right 
picqnet. A few days after I happened to be at the advanced 
port on the leti, commanded by one of my battalion, when 
the French officers beckoned to ns. We, to show we were 
peaceably incUned, pulled off our swords, and advanced to 
meet them. A number of inhabitants, who bad left their 
houses OD our first entering tbe country, baring heard that 
we were not what we had been represented, were desirous 
of rctnrning to their homes, and the officers wished ns to 
admit them, and see them safe tbroogh the advanced po«ts. 
This of course we gladly promised, and tbe poor peo^ 
e quite overjoyed at being permitted to visit their dwell- 
^places once again ; but, poor creatures, I fear they would 
il Uttle there except the bare walls, if indeed these re- 
A entire, for, from the reasons before assigned, il conld 
xij be expected that bouses without iohabilanls, in ibe 
ti invading &rmy, wonld be much respected. Each 
£TiditaI among ibem, old and young, carried heavy bundles 
in their heads, no doubt they having removed every thing 
h»t was valuable, if portable. 

The French officers were extremely polite, and asked us 
DMoy questions of the news of the day, &c. ; but tbe com- 
nuider-in-chief, hearing of the familiarity which subsisted 
between tbe two annies, issued an order, prohibiting British 
« from holding conversations with the enemy : for m 
le conversations were necessarily conducted h) French, 
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(rery few indeed of tlieir officers being able to speak Eng- 
lish,) he WIS Bpprebeosive they might ^a such information 
from onr people, from their imperfect knowledge of tht 
French language, as might materially injure our fatore 
proceedings. Before this onter was iwned, the moet tm- 
bonnded confidence subsist^ between ub, and which it was 
a pity to pnt a stop to, exct'pt for such weighty reasona. 
They used to get ut sacfa things m we wanted from Bttyonae, 
particularly brandy, which was cheap and plentifiil, and w« 
in return gave them occasionally a little tea, of which some 
of them hail learnt to be fond. Some of them also, who bad 
been prisoners of war in England, sent leltere through onr 
army-post to their sweethearts in England, o<ir [leople re- 
ceiving the letters and forwarding them. They told us also 
bow Hobkirk woa situated, and were aslomshed at the ex- 
tent and splendour of his equipage, (for be was a great 
dandy,) and wulil scarcely be persuaded he was only a 

My present commanding-officer, who was the senior 
captain, and in whose mess I then was, had sent to Eng- 
land, and got out ft^m thence two immense pies, weigluog 
nearly a hundred- weight each, and packed in tin cases. 
They were composed of every kind of game, and the best 
description of fowls, such as turkeys, &c., with the bona 
taken out, and the meat baked till it became like brxwn 
when cut in slices. They were most excellent. Ose »f 
these he had made a present of to onr Major-genen], and 
the other we were eating in the mt'ss. We had also at this 
time a considerable quantity of good wine, which, by Botne 
accident, we bad got hold of. We also had benight a pig 
and killed it, both living quite siimptuoualy at present, and 
having a good stock for future use. 

But while we ourselves fared so well, onr poor horee 
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Hnd male* were lit^rsHy elarving-. There was no kind of 
forage for them, except what they conld pick up in the now 
completelj exhausted fiel<ls aronnd ns. We had nothing 
•iae to gire them. * 

In this way we were going on, when, on tbe 9th of De- 
cember, Iiord Wellington, df termining on paasing the Nive, 
preparatory to fiiture operations, ordered our division and 
all the left, under Sir John Hope, who had now succeeded 
Sir Thomas Graham, to make a movement in advance, in 
order (hat the enemy's attention might be nltrarted to this 
point, while he threw over some divi«ioDS to the right hank 
of that rirer. My battalion had to advance along the ridge 
hjr which I hnd formerly paEsed in peace, to meet the re- 
toniing inhahitanta, aa may be recollected ; but now the 
bee of a&irs was completely altered ; — a heavy fire was 
kept up by the French picquetB from the moment they saw 
Wt advance in arms, but we soon drove them from their 
■dvsnced works, and they were obliged to take "shelter in 
ibeir intrenched camp, which wa£ remarkably strong, and 
which it was not intended we should attack. We accord- 
ingly hailed on the brow of the ridge, while they kept np 
■n inceasant fire, both from their guns and infiintry, but 
which, considering its extent and duration, was not by any 
neuu a destructive fire. 

Sir John Hope had a more laborious task to perform, or 
eke hifl troops went Ixyond the point intended, for they 
flontinaed the fight nearly all day, and at one time were 
eonaiderably in advance, but atlerwards recalled. 

The paasagD of the Nive was completely effected, and in 
tba erening we retmned to our comfortable houses, a short 
diataace in the rear, and went to bed aa uauaL Next 
morning, however, very early, orders were given to tiim 
out immediately, and stand to our arms, for the enemy was 
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HilvBnfing: : and indeed, when I came to the door, I lieard • 
liOoA ileAl of £ring. The troops tnrned ont at once, bnt tfaa 
tnulee wure to ^t, and tbe ba^oge to pack, and ««nd 
■way to tlie rear, or it might be lost ; so I set myself about 
this n-ith nil difipHtcb : but before aiiy of it was put sp, I 
Mw pofttiikg by me, with ell expedition, a civil officeri who 
had only a short while joined us, and who, in his hurry, had 
put up all be could scrape toother on liis borse, on trhicb 
he himself was riding. His boots, tied together, were slung 
over tbe horse's neck, and in short he lookeil more like a 
l>Hgn)ui thiin an o(Ecer, from the numbejr of things he had 
han^ug about him. It was most laughable to see him. I 
cvlleil out and asked bim why he was in such a hnrry, bat 
he did not stop to g'ive me an answer. 

I got up our bag-gnge very well, but what to do with tlw 
fie, tbe pig;, and the wine, 1 knew not, so was constrwned 
to leave them as they were, hoping we might not allow the 
enemy to penetrate hu far. I then moved off tbe baggage, 
and, directing the serrants who had chai;ge of it to proceed 
up a lane which carried them towards the rear, I mored on 
und joined the liattnlioTi. Just as I reached the pbieau, or 
high ground in front of the church of Arcaogues, I met ai 
iiliicer of ours to whom 1 hsd lately lent a fine young mare, 
for which I b)id not food sulficieDt ; and he having no bonv 
himself 1 thought he would uke care of her ; but here I 
met him going into the tight riding on the poor animal, 
although scarcely able to drag one 1(^ behind the other- I 
remonstrated with him, but he did not mind me. The re< 
«idt was as might have been anticipated — she soon after 
dropped down, unahle to move farther, and died : thns I 
lost L.33 more, which she had cost me. By this time the 
enemy bad driven in the regiment which had b«en on 
picqnet, and one or two of our companies were sent fbrmid 
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I *o rover their retreat to tlie chwrrli behind iis, where ihcy 
were oniered to take post, it being- a high and iine poeitTon, 
anti had by this time been partly fortified. My peopla 
retired graUaally before the enemy, who now advanced in 
great nnmbers. 
^f Onr tst liBtlalion were not to fortunate in elTectin^ their 
^■^Hntat. An officer and some men liaving got into » 
BVollaw wny, were surroun<ied by the enemy and taken ; 
linatber was killed ; and another, with his section, had to 
force their way through a strong- body which had got in his 
renr. My battalion did not &I1 into any Rcrape of that 
luttnre, hut sustained a considerable loss in killed and 
wounded, from the vaat superiority of the enemy in point 
o( numbers, who, no doubt, did not escape with impunity. 
We held our ground at the bottom of the bill on which the 
Bjttnrch is built, the French not being able to foruc ub 
^■hHberlmck; the Ist battalion, at the same time, holding 
^^be fence and ditch in front of the Chateau, as well ae thM 
building itself. But a rather unpleasant occturence took 
phwc nt this time. When the enemy appeared on the 
plateau liefore mentioned, a regiment beliiud us, without 
orders, I believe, opened a heavy fire upon them, sevenl 
■hots of which struck among our men. One of them went in 
at th« back of one of onr soldiers, and killed him on the spot : 
uiotber penetmted the bock window of a house into which 
• party of ours had entered for defence, and very near 
(track nn officer, who was in the room at the time. These 
(hots must have been fin-d either by young soldierg, who 
wsrtely kn^w bow they pointed their muskets, or they 
mast have taken our people for the enemy, from which, 
indeed, they were not &r distant. I am confident it woa 
par«ly accidental, for no t«o corps could he on l)etter terras 
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alirajB were. The skirmiBli- 



thsn that regiment nnd < 
ing continued till dark. 

This was one of a series of msaterlr novemeDts between 
ihe two contending ^nerals. Lord Welliugtoa baring 
sent a pretty strong force across the Nive, as before tnea- 
tioned, Soult imagined he had so weakened bis force on tbe 
left, 0.'; to render it pruhalile he might penetrate it, and ihn* 
cause bis lordship to withdraw his troops again from the 
right bank of the Nire ; bnt he was anticipated : for Lord 
Wellington had no sooner established himself on the otber 
side of tbe Nive, than he brought one of tbe supportiii|r 
divisions of that movetnent to support us at the church of 
Arcangnes, it being an important poal to hold: so that, when 
we looked behind us, alter we retired into position, we nw 
innuinerable bayonets glistening in the sun, and ready to 
move forward whenever tbey should he required ; but they 
never were wanted here, the light division being (jaite stiffi- 
cient to sustain any attack tbe enemy bad yet made on 
them. This, bowerer, showed the provident care of his 
lordship, and how completely he had penetrated Soalt'a 
design. 

This night two or three battalions of the Kaasan utd 
Frankfort regiments came over and left the French. Thw 
had heard that the Dutch had declnreil against Honapftrtev 
and wished to be transported to Holland, with all tbeir 
arms end appointments, which they brought with thMn. 
We remained in bivonack on the ridge extending between 
the chnreb and chateau of Arcangnes all night, our picqtwt* 
remaining in possession of the houses and h^ilges at the 
bottom of the hill, where we stopped the French in the 
morning. I visited the picqnets at night, in company with 
my commanding-olbrer. where we found all well, and kleK. 
Tbo next day, there being no firing between us and thoee 
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in our front, three French officers, seemingly anxions toi 
prove how Ikr politeness anil good breeding could be car- 
ri«d betireen the two nations, when wht did not 
them to be nntriendly, took a talile and Bome chairs out of 
a bonse which was immediately in our front, and one nbich 
we had lately occupied ae » barrack ; and bringing them 
doiFD into the middle of the field, which separated tfae ad- 
ranc« of the two armies, sat down within 100 yards of our 
picqnet, and drank wine, holding up their glaiises, as much 
as to soy your health, every time they drank. Of course 
we did not molest them, but allowed Ihem to have their 
frolic oat. 

Dnrisg the day, also, we saw goldiers of the three na- 
timui, viz. English, Portuguese, and French, all plundering 
ml the same time la one unfortunate house, where our pie, 
our pig, and wine had been left. It stood about 150 or 
200 yanls below the church, on a sort of neutrul ground 
between the two armies ; hence the assemblage at the same 
moment of such a group of these motley marauders. They 
plundered in perfect harmony, no one disturbing the other 
on account of his nation or colour. There were a great 
nnmber of apples in it at the time we left it, Iwlongiug to 
the owner of the house, but when we returned, two ur three 
days aflerwurds, the desolation was complete. Our once 
comfnrtfthle cjnarler contained nothing now but filth and 
dirt. One poor girl hiul remained in it all the while, but 
ahe conld not save one article ; indeed, in such a case it 
have been a service of danger to attempt it. 

At aigbt one of our sergeants played the French a trick. 
took with him a few men, and, knowing the ground 
, they passed the French sentry unobserved, having 
reached the house at the top of the field out of which they 
bad brought the table, &c.,where their picqaet was station- 
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»ac -ic vfc. mA mmL Mse var or olker, kmad the 

ir iorsmtntc k rv«».T: :& i»r ba» that 1^00 grenadien hid 

H-«f-: .j.u>«jCL *. -.-ii: :c. :l-t ^rr^'k. Ther also traced ost 
♦ifc~r^ri-< u-: .-:• tc_ : ris^^^r^s^ iir«irer.:lr miih the intention 

mm ■ 

c .••lt:-:^ .1- *.!■.. «^.:_- i-. w- :lr ci^te^u of ArcangueSy the 
ywi'.^ :; * ;. _ > il^zA it. :: a11 :h> lime, and was rather 
'^■isc»:«.rr»L .: i:. L7.: .^TTssj'.rrlrr,.*.-* miih his conn trymen. 
I- --^ I-:' i'. ,.%.-. J .: "Wi> ';v •;;? m«;in$ the report abore 
!!..:■>'•. V •Ji? ir TikTi'fi. Evcrv \\nns now wore a se- 
- -.1- iciT-:*;:. kr i :' ;\:--'s^ "^"^^"^ thirii: was dune to render 
''Z'^.7 k".^%. J '.ri-.v.:. All wer^ animate*] with the beit 
i>: •!*.■.■.■_ :.' 1- :"•-■. :!:-: f<i*: :o ihe last extremity; bot 
wii.l:- ■:.•: r>r.-;ri-.:T nl.-vri all these preparations were 
<vr.:u>, ::.?>. ^-.rv c'li-.Tji mho thoufht it onlv a rute di 
rr,.^' ". ; ■.:.:•>■.*. :.jki o'.ir rrends« the Gennan hnifin, 
i*:::'. »:.:r.-. w- 1*; o::rn Actt>i in concert,) been here at 
*: > ::r-ic. i: :> r^.rv tliin prv^^^aMe thfv would have been 
'^trv.ily :i. ;'. :.^.i :o tho latter opinion, for they scarcelj 
t>Ter >aw :ht^ Fivr.-. b make a great bustle and noise, as if 
dV-ou: ;n:u:eii;i:oly to ailvanoe and attack, but they would 
nK»iiv >av. art or evein:: thorn aubile. " Oh, he not come 
to-iiiv !" •• He jto away !" and were generally certain of being 
right. S> full of trick and artifice are our French anta- 
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■ ifCmists, tliat thev generally a 



n quite a conbuy manner 



te what appearances indicate. But they began to be known ; 



hence the si 
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Accordingly, abont tnidniglit, when tbe sttMfc I 
WM to have been made, awar they went, and retired nearif ' 
intn tbdr lines, leaving only a few to keep the ground. 

At dayligiit next morning we again moved (bmanl, on 
which there was a good deal of firing between the Poftn- 
gOBM battalion that bad followed them and their rearguard ; 
hot when our people advanced to our old post on tbe ridge, 
I, happening to be first, took off my cap, and, putting it on 
the top of my sword, held it up, which the Frmd) taking 
(or a ngnal of p«ace, as it was intended, tbe firing on both 
«iala ceased, each party taking up the post they held previ- 
m» to the late movements. We wondered why tbe French 
hkd retired, but presently hearda tremendously heavy firing 
iB the direction of the Nive. Soult, it seems, had with- 
drawn nearly all his troops from our flank, and marching 
iKpidly tfarongh Bayonne, bod attacked General Hill, who 
M>mma.n'J<fi] on tbe otiier side of th^ Nive, with great impe> 
ttiority. thinking Lord Wellington had weakened that force 
to Btrvngthtm ns ; bat here again Sonlt was ontwitted, for 
be found on that aide qnitc Buffiricnt to give him as Bound 
a drobbing- as he ever got ; the Portuguese on this occa- 
■ion. I nndemtiind. performing wondeis. 

Thete five days' fighting (for on every day there wu I 
finDg, morv or lesr, in one part or other of tbe line) n 
nlkd the Battle of tbe Nive. We bad had three days' w 
of it — 4hey on our right two — and Sir John Hope's people, 
on onr left, fonr, I believe, and they not trilling onee. In 
every thing Sonlt undertook, be was completely foiled — all 
bit Khetnea having been clearly seen through by his more 
s opponent. Indeed he had inflicted a beevy low on 
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oar left win^, cwnwailBit hf Sir Joha Hope, whet* itie 
l^btng had bem noM ktct*, bai no doubt be Eofleml 
|ii"j if Mt mm wrvrplT thui ther did. I am told thM 
tW <n«Dr s Ugid tTDOp« WMV most insolent u>d uuM^ring 
10 nw bMTT rppaumts on llw IvA. on Uiis ociwon. What 
» fivf ihni ibrj «oa]il not haTC been opposed b^ troops ot 



It Haj b« rwu e iu be jwl Ibe dvil officer of wliom I made 
lattiiMii ■■ hanag rode awaj- with the givaler part of hii 
■ankobe haaimv ■l"'*'! ^>* hone ; he was more fonoiiate 
tlan «• wtn, far tbe tbingi whifh he left, ins kind Uod- 
kdf look care at and hid ia come snag comer till the btm- 
■M* waa orer, and on faia return restored them all to him. 
He aMd Iha canae of hie going off in such a buny arose 
fron a caanoB'cbot haTing stmck the linlel of the door or 
windoiT of his hoase while be was in ibe act of shaving, on 
wbich be handled ont with wbaterer he cxmld scrape to- 
gether, and set off. 1 renlr beliere it most Lave been the 
effect of imagination, for I remained behind him at least ■ 
^aart«r of an bonr, and ahhongh onr houses wore close to* 
gvlber, 1 did not either bear or see ■ shot fired in that direc- 
lioa till we bad reached the bill, nearljr an hour ofler ; bvt 
be constantljr maiutiuned that It was so. 

We again took iip onr old qoarters in (root of the chnich : 
bat oh, bow changed were thejr now from what they bad 
IbmierU been in poiDt of comfort I nerertliele^s, the; still 
afforded ve tbelter from the inclemency of the weather. 
Soon after dark on this eTening, a rather unpleafiant afliur 
occurred at the left adrnnced post of our division. An offi- 
cer and two men coming iroia the French advance, with 
what inlentioD is not known, were obserred by the corpo- 
nd who was stationed at our abatis, who immediately took 
out hie ride and shot the officer through the body, on vhidi 
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I two men lifted him up and earned liim into their picquet- 
hoose. We were apprelii?iisive this would put an eod to 
llial good underelfwding which had hitherto subsisted be- 
tween the picquets of the two nations, and much reg^tt«d 
the drcunutuQce. It is more than probable the officer was 
eomiug as a sort of patrol, to ascertain whether or not we 
had iefl the post, which, being' a mihtnry undertaking, sub- 
jected him to all the chances of war attendant thereon. 
This is the more probable from his having two soldiers with 
Um anneil, ns I understaod they were ; but if it was meant 
■■ » friendlj visit, as formerly sometimes took place, it was 
gnatljr to be lamented ; bowerer, they did not, on account 
of this occurrence, manifest any soreness or ill-^ill after- 
wards, and the mutual good understanding continued to 
■abaist between us. 

While we remun nt rest here a short space, I will endea- 
vour to put the reader in possession of the character of the 
infa&bitaDta, among whom we have been sojourning for a 
few months past — I mean the Biscayans. From the time 
we crossed the Ebro, a wonderful change took place in the 
sppeara&cs of the natives ; and I believe the same descrip- 
tioD of people extend considerably into France, although 
nnder another government ; they, I nnderstand, stilt retain 
ther ancient customs, dress, and language ; they are deno- 
ninatcd BasqtieR, from the name of the province, I appre- 
hend, which is called Biscay. They speak a different lan- 
guage from either the Spaniards, who border them on one 
tide, or the French, on the other; and some of our officer* 
who spoke Welsh, said they could understand a few of their 
words ; it is denominated the Basque language. They ge- 
nerally wear cloth of their own mannfactnre, which is com- 
ntooly blue, in some parts red or brown ; in the neighbour- 
hood of Pamplona, almost always the latter. The men 
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««r • •«( if Sa«A haSMt, with > short jacket and tratr- 
aiM. mi ^ $m tammim^ lAktic md acttre people. Th« 
«iBaH «^ • Awt ^ckrt ik«^ of tbe came ctAoar with 
^■rfvVieMC: laA wiA Anr hair, wfaicb the; encotrngc 
te ^av •• » giMS laiflk. jkmtei in one lu^ plait, and 
mat «afc » ^mJI fiaca W iMoa ; it ia allowed to bang 
A»>liMr bck. Mid iteMl a d eM» FMcbes (o, or below 
Aht aiM*. TWf ^nv » hiadkenbief tutefdllj- disposed 
^^ ikar kaaA ^^T ** * 'bt, tall, and hRodsome nee 
tf wi^^: b^ t^*7 hare a cvftam of rontpressing- their 
liBa^ w tk« iWv iff T ■■ iai in the bosom as the men, 
«ta^ «• ■• Eagiik »n, ■ ■«■ b>«w«iing. Tlie women do 
A> as* kiai «f ««fc H Ac BCD, Ottt is, tfaey plough, 
mi Uav « il Men gf ki fc — Jiy ; bnt what seemed 
■faU* to ■•, «na tWtr tale mana^Tnent of the 
: they row m 
; and art ire ; they 
w bt, aad alwaTS appeared cbcerfnl 
• tkey are strictly Tirtuons ; and al- 
tbMilh Wf kaadntot ia gascnl. they did not e^etn «o 
IwA af aJvinCiBn m Ae feoHln «f many other countn« 
H«: «fM Ik* wbala, I tUnk they resemble the W<M 
MM« tkaa My atkar pcvfh wi^ whom I am an]niitnted ; 
tr. being monntainons, 
o that consTant labonr 
aMMt to W TaailiiiJ a lwu lat t ly necMeBry to insure to th#in 
tW toMBS nt aahsiaUBca ; Imk« they are industrious <md 
6«flik aa^ 1Y<M tka wbufe, an mt«netin^ and moml people. 





thor'* BatMliim qnnrlErcd !n Aurantz on 3il Juiuarj', tSI4^ 
, The CiuKoniiienti si Aureniz brukf up an 16th Ffbruary, u)d the 
1 of iei4 cuiuineuud—rartbn' Advance into Fruice— Sklr- 
with the Etiemy— Mililnry MuniEavm— Buttle of Ortlim— 
' D<sfMIIindPunuiIorih(Eneni)-_.Si>cue9ai( 

Thc7 ui* driwD from their roBiliiiu lu and usar Tarb«»— Skirmiah- 
Ing Bt TDUTDeAiile— The Enemy reliri- lowwds TouIouim. 



u tbe 3<1 of JaiiUBi7 I6I4, we were ordered to quit a 

t of tbe coantrvi which, from the various ocourrencee 

t had taken place since we first urnTed in it, had, in 

e measure, rendered it interesting to us. 

e to the right, and crossed tbe Nire, and again tnored 

in advance about a league or more. This movement was 

made in support of aorne operations which Lord Wellington 

was conducting in tbe liirection of the Adour, which being 

mpleled, we returned to the Nive, and took up our can- 

KtonmentB in tbe rilluges of Ustaritz and Aurantz. About 

I'Ckis time, nearly the whole of the peasantr}-, nbo bad tleil 

r entering Fmnce, were now returning to their babit- 

Laitions, all fear that we should murder them, and eat their 

ft children, bariog by this time been completely diss ipateil. 
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kl of paymaster of liisWiHlioni butunfurtunatelyformei 
before mj name urrLreil, his late Koyal Hig-hness the Dake 
W Yorjc, «9 Culonel-in-chief of the regiment, had nominated 
another person to the situation. It had always hitberto 
een customary for Colonels-commandant, and not the 
!ali»nel-in chief, to nominate their own staff, but on this 
n another rule was adopte<t, which, of course, was a 
eat disappointment to me, as I had, with considerable 
trouhle, got all my sureties, &c. prepared, although they 
rere now not needed. 
I lutd, during our stay here, one or more trips to the 
^jmaster-geni'ral for money, for although the paymaster 
^ the battalion had by this time arrived, I had several 
Wcnths' pay still to draw, the army being considerably in 
ireur in their pay. I had thus an opportunity of risiting 
t Jean de Luz, and all the eiiemy's lute fortifications and 
Dsition in that neighbourhood, and amazingly strong they 
td indeed resdereil the ground in front of that town. It 
M a considerable and well-built town, partaking a good 
wl of both the Spanish and French character of course, it 
being the first French town next to the frontier ; and, as I 
i before, there being very little difference between the 
sques on either side of the fiidassoa, the change of coun- 
es in respect to inhabitants was not rery observable ex- 
Wpt among the better orders. 

On the Uith of February we broke up from our canton- 
1 AurantZi and commenced the campaign of 1814, 
wing the Nive at Ustaritz, and moving on in the direc- 
n of La Bastide de Clarence. We encamped on a wild 
nth, without any village or town being near us, and again 
le nest morn'ing continued our route to the place above- 
Mned, which we reached about noon, and encamped on a 
ill beyond it. 
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On the S^d we adrancetl to St Palais, boving: pueed 
other villagm, the namea of which I l»Te forgot, in lh« 
iotcniKvliale days. Nothing, bowefer, of aof note octuirad 
in that period. Od the 2dd we eDcanipcd D««r La Cher« 
and Charrettp ; od the 24tfa we crossed two rapid end deep 
■trcwns of the Bidowse. The first we got over with oonsi- 
deikble ease, — it was the Gare de Maaleon, which we 
croawd at Nabe« ; bnt the second, the Gave d'Oleroo, 
was not onir both deeper and more rajiid than the (Aher, 
bat the passage seemcHi intended lo be disputed with us; 
fame French rarulry having made th^r appearanee oa 
the opposite bank, as we approached the river. Tlie resial- 
ance thej could offer, howi'ver, seemed very trifling, for, on 
oar bringing up some gnn.s to the bank, and a few shot* 
having been fiivil fruni them, and from a company of our 
second battalion, they withdrew. 

We now prepared lo go over ; accordingly, every man 
was ordered to take off bis pouch and bnckle it on the top 
of hit knapwck, the ford being «o deep as to take the men tip 
(o or aliove tbe middle. On thi« occasion 1 bad I know not 
how many of the poor men hanging about me and my horen. 
Some wei'e holding by the stirrup, some by the tail, and 
others by the mane, or wherever they conid lay hold, for 
tbe stream was so rapid as to nearly sweep them oif their 
legs. Indeed 1 understund several of those who fallowed 
us were actually swept down, and perished. 

On reaching ihe larther bank, we fmmd the French had 
endearoured lo render it impassable, hy throwing hatrowa, 
&c^ with their spikes upmost, in the only places where yon 
could aecen<l IVom the river. 1 believe a trumpeter of U» 
French was nil wlio fell on this day. 

We passed through Ville Neuvc, and funned in a 6eU 
beyond the village, till the whole division had got over. It 
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a this viUuge where the scene between the mother, the 

[ ohilil, unci some of our officers, took pkce. When joined and 

tonued, we moved on to a high and ugly commoa, not &r 

in rear of the village of Orion, where we bivouacked for the 

■tight, it wra mofit uD comfortable. 

Befitre ire reached our ground this evening, we obserTedi 
■t ■ short distance to our left, & body of about 200 French 
ia&ntrj moving on parallel to us, but apparently making 
tH hwte to get away in front of us. Seme EUgge«te<l tb« 
idM of attacking and taking them prisooera ; but as they 
were mther before us, it could not have been done without 
wttiDg one of the Uttalions at them in double-quick time, 
wd which would not have been an easy operation, after a 
kmg and fatiguing march, and fording two rivers. Besides, 
W oar Quart erma^ter-geiffral said, it was certain they could 
not he tor fi^m their eupport ; consequently it would only 
bring on an affair, which it was not the General's wish to do 
■t that time, for there was none near to support us should 
the enemy send a force against us. This day General 
Picton's division had a sharp olTair ot Navarreins, where 
tlwy ftATCttd the passage of the (iave we had crossed. 

On the 25th, we mo^ed forward early in the morning, 
aad on reaching the village of Orion, we found that Soult 
faad had his hend-quarteri the night before, with a cooside)*- 
able portion of his army, in and arouiul the village ; it was 
therefore fortunate we did not attack the French detach- 
ment before mentioned, for we should certainly have had 
Soult, with all hifl people, upon our single division. A 
French hand had remained in this village till our arrival, 
baring deserted in a body from the regiment to which they 
Mlonged, or lliey, seeing they could not make their escape, 

tended to desert and join our army. 

K'e bent our coune towards Orthes, which was now only 
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a few leagues in front of ns. A man hrooghl a caak of 
cKcellent wine lo the road -side, with the iotentionof givimg 
every man of tlie division a drink, hut we roiild not w 
and were t-'unsoqueiilly obliged lo leave the g'ood man's gift. 
It showed tliut either good-will or fear bad prompteit him. 
to this ai^t. I rather think the former was the cause, u 
lived some dietDnce from the road. We liad not continaed 
long on the march, till we heard a loud and thundering ex> 
plosion in front of us, whii^li, as it was expected, turned 
out to be the bridge of Ortbes, which the enemy htd 
blown up. A short while after we came in sight of lfa« 
towD, and one of our Portuguese Ca^dore regiments bein; 
sent foru'anl, a sniart skirmish commenced between them 
aud the French, who had been left on and about the bridg« 
lo prevent our repairing it. I flfblishly went down to s«e 
what was going on, and had nigh paid for my curiosity. 

We look up our ground behind a height w hich overlook- 
ed the town, through which the enemy were passjog 
large columns. In consequence of this, we got some gnna 
into a fiuld in front of our hill, and contmenced a caononad* 
upon them, which, we could observe, made them hanx 
their pace considerably. They also brought SfHne heavy 
field-guns to bear upon us, and fired some shuts, but wi 
out doing us much injury. Throughout the whole of thfl 
road by which the French had come before us, desolation 
and misery marked their footsteps ; and in the vlUvge of 
Orion, where Soult himself had slept (he night before, i 
thing could exceed the despair and misery of the Sew re- 
maining inhabitants, who tuld us they had been litenlljr 
stripped of their all ; indeed, they appeared most forktm 
and wretched beings, and, as might be expected, poured oot 
the most heavy and bitter complaints, not uumingled wilb 
imprecations, on the heads of their plundering countr^em 
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I WBDt into ft poor wearer's house here, where, if I mistake 
not greatly, the marauders bad actuullf cat the web be wai 
vmniig out of the loom, and carried it off with them. 

We reraaineil on this ground all nig'ht, and the next 
mamiog hia lordship was ioteDtly occupied for a COD- 
aideraUe time in reconnoitring the enetnj'e position. At 
Imgth, as if he had fully made up his mind how to act, he 
otderad onr division to iWll in, which wa« promptly obeyed ; 
tbea, Bending his staff with directions, we were ordered to 
file to the right, and to move down towards the river, 
Ippuvntly with the intention of crossing a little above the 
btidge, which bad been destroyed. On the other eide, 
imuediately opposite wliat appeared to be the ford, were 
Uige bodies of infantry, together with a great quantity of 
Utillery. 

I recollect my battalion was leading the division, and it 
apptartd at this moment as if we were going to be engaged in 
» BMMt Brduous and hazardous undertaking ; for the enemy's 
artillery would have swept us off the face of the earth be- 
fore «e could possibly hare reached the further bank ; bow- 
erer, this wm only a ruse de ffiterre, and a most Jeep-plan- 
ned and well-esecuted one it was ; for while we were 
tnariog down towanls the river, a stalf-oflicer came riding, 
and ordered us all to hide as much m passible from the view 
oS the enemy, by crouching down, Stc. as we moved along. 
It may seem mlher paradoxical to be ordered thus to act, at 
tbe same time that we wished the enemy to observe our 
IDtfvement ; but the tact is, there were probably a thousand 
ejm fixed on us all tbe time we lay here, and who watched 
most closely our every movement; consequently, we conld 
ncA stir without the enemy being aware of it ; and if on this 
ocnmion we had made a show and a parade of om more- 
meol, it would have been suspected as only a feint at onoe, 
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M the Frencli themselves, from often practising this strata- 
gem, wonld have penetrated immediately onr oiiject. Bnt 
our Chief went a step too deep for them, adopts as thejr are 
in all the arts of this kind ; for lie made a pretence of 
hiding &om them his moveraeot, knowiug well that we 
were observed ; and this completely deceivi^ them. Thi« 
threat of crossing here was made in order to farour the 
construction of a bridge about eight or ten miles down the 
river, and the crossing: there by another diTision, ns tbey 
were thus enabled to jruess where the principal 6>rce fiw 
opposition would be required. I believe a better plana«d 
or more successful stratagem was never practised. Bot I 
own, when we were marching down to the river to croct 
ID trout of the immense masseB which we bbw readv to op- 
pose u£, 1 believed that few would survive to tell the tale 
hereafter. 

The moment when we were jost opening from th« cover- 
ed ground to plunge into the river, we were instancy 
countermarched with all expedition, and moved down tlu 
river at a quick pace till we reached the punI«on bndgc 
which had been so succiissliilly cunstmcted and tlirrniB 
over at the village of Sala. This being now perfectly gafn 
we encamped at the village for the night. 

On the morning of the 27tb, we early crossed the river 
called the Gave de Pan, and moved forward in the diivction 
of the town of Orthes by the great rood. On the right 
hank of that river, when we came within about two mtlM 
of the town, we were moved more to our left, ascending the 
high ridge which runs parallel with the river, and on whicll 
the French liod taken up a strong position, aoA were skA 
to be between 30,000 and 40,000 strong. One division bod 
been ordered to move along the summit of thia ridge, on 
which ran the great road to Peyrehotirade, and to 




enemy on that dank, while our division commnnicated with 
that and the 3d diviaion to our right. When the action 
was commenced, the 2d division had been directed to ford 
•hove the bridge, where our feint had been made the day 
bafere, and passing through ihe town, to attack an the 
6aak, and thus cut off their retreat towards the 
The enemy's position proved to be exceedingly 
>ng, and difficult of access by a%. 
LThe action commenced by the 4th divieion attacking on 
g road leading along the ridge, where an obstinate and 
>aflict took place, without our peO])le beiqg able to 
:e any impression. The attack of the 3d division, on oor 
|fat, also commenced immediately after ; hot such was the 
! of the ground on this side, being mostly in long 
I ridges, ranning out like the rays of a star, and 
Aach were exceedingly strong, that no efforts were able to 

e them from this ground. 
I^GenerBl Hill had by this time got over the rirer, and 
■ approaching the position. My division, having been 
•ived of two of its regiments, which had been sent, fin- 
IB to the rommencement of our operations this spring, 
^.receive their clothing at St Jean de Luz, being rendered 
1 consequence, it was kept in reserve, as I before 
Uioned. During this unsuccessful attack, oar gallant 
r waa for a considenble time immediately in front 
, watching with the most anxious care every mo- 
il of both armies. He appeared to me to be extremely 
ibmtghtfnl and serious on the occasion, as our troops did 
not siieceeil in forcing this stronghold of the enemy. Tht 
firing at this time was extremely animated, particularly on 
Ui« ridge to onr left, where great slaughlcr wsa made on 
both sides. And the French having discovennj where be 
ui<l his staff were assembled, opened a smart cannonade on 
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the group, but without iloing; any ini»chie4', I belWe, mnd 
witboni being noticed hj him. Their shots genenill^ feQ 
about our division, which was formed immediatelj behind 
the hill on whiih he stood. 

At length, -w liethcr froni the request of Colonel Bnmoi^ 
who was nt thin lime by his lordship's side, or whether hj 
bis own direction, I know not, but the Colonel wasordeml 
to take on the 52d and le.t Portuguese belonging to the Ca^- 
dores, our 2d brigade, and endeavour to force a pnssags 
through the French line, by the got^e of the valley, wbidl 
lay immediately in his front, and they would thus, if sue- 
ceseful, penetrate into the centre of the enemy's positicai. 
Hiey Bccorditigly moved up the valley in column of com- 
panies, GUstoitiing all the time the most galling and destruc- 
tive fire, for the enemy were thus on each of their danlcs, u 
well as in front. When they reached within a short distance 
of the centre height, they formed line, and moving on at > 
brisk pace and cttrr)'ing every thing before them, they drove 
the enemy from the plateau, and thus penetrated into the' 
very heart of their army. This was a most daring and 
intrepid movement, for although assailed by ten tines 
inded by the enemy, tbM« gal- 
o push on, although the Tfrveie- 
! to fight against them ; for on the 
brow of the enemy's position the fire had been eo heavy and 
so incessant, that the very fntZQ bushes and heriu of all 
kinds were in a blaze along the front, through which, whh ' 
innumerable foes behind it, these gallant men forced ■ pac- 
sago at the point of (he bayonet. ' 

This movement had the effect of at once deciding ibe hit 
of the dny, for Soult seeing his very centre and strangCft 
position carried, which separated between his wings, at once 
ordered a retreat of his whole foree. The remainder of onr 



their force, and nearly si 
lant corps hesitated not ti 
ments seemeil i 




division were now despatched witb oU spued in pursuit of the 
flying enemy, but tliej never attempted after this to make ft 
itauil, and nothing was left for us to perform but to give 
chase to the fugitives. When we readied the enemy's 
centre position, we found thut every thing had been cleared 
uray which could in the least impede his mofemeDts ; ereiy 
hedg« and ditch hail been completely levelled, so that DOtbing 
remained but a beautiful plain on the top of the ridget 
except where works of defence had been thrown up. We 
were nut auceessful in capturing' any of the enemy, escept 
the wuuiided, who had iiece.esarily been left on the field, and 
we dul not lay hold of any of his materiel, except a few guns 
which he had been obliged to abandon ib a swamp below the 
position. 

I have rebitcd only such things as fell within my own 
observation, hut no doubt many were the heroic and galhint 
deeds that were performed in this bard contested battle, 
besides what I have detailed. As might he expected, the 
piUanl J2d and its supporting coi-ps, the 1st Portuguese 
Okf^ores, suffered dreailfully, leaving probably one-fonrth 
of their nnmbers on the field. But I must not omit men- 
tioiujig one trait of gallantry which attracted the admira- 
tion of the whole army. Lord March (now the Duke of 
Richmond) had for some time been on the personal staff of 
Lord Wellington, where his services had been roost efficient. 
He also was at this time a captain in the 52d rcgimenti hut 
(irem his high civil rank had never served as an infantry 
officer with his regiment. He was determined to know and 
practice hi« duty in every situation, and therefore requested 
lesve fl^iu his lordship to be permitted to join his corps as 
« (utain, which was granted of course, and this was bis 
It debut in the character of an officer of foot. It H-as no 
ibt K sharp trial ; and poor fellow, while brarely leading 
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I intended to arise, I fonnii my cloak frozen to th« 
d. We biul no kind, of cov^eriDg-. My commuirling- 
had taken up bis abo(te in a cottage close by, nhere 
tb«re wag no bed bnt what the people occupied. He there- 
fore got into the kneading-trough, in which he slept very 
CMafortabiy, bnt iu the morning I remember he turned out 
like a miller. 

W« started soon at^er daybreak, and conljnned our mtreh, 
Cfossing the small river I,uy de France. Here I remember 
oar assistant Quartermaster -general told us what great dif- 
ficulty be found in obtaining information from the inhabi- 
tant! as to the by-roads which run parallel to the great rood 
from Orlhes ; for these gitod people could not coneeiye why 
be should be hunting after by-roads of this description, 
hich were generally very bad, while the great road, which 
kIwKys good, lay so near the line by which he wished 
more, not knowing perhaps, or not understanding, that 
of the army were moving on the bigh-roadi 
^fefle we wished to make a corresponding movement on 
their llikrik. . Thoy would always, however, after directing 
him b«w to proceed for a while, bring him again on to the 
road, which he wished to avoid for the reason before 

e comfort and the efficiency of an army in the field 
more, I am persuaded, on the abilities and zeat of 
n the Quartermaster- general's department, than on 
■t branch of the serrieo ; for if they are remiss or 
«inted with their duty, the marches and connter- 
1, the halts, and the changes of direction, are sonn- 
iS and annoying, that the spirits and strength of the 
I worn out, and of course diHsntis&ction and 
fficiency soon follow. But to the credit of the officers of 
s department at the period of which I am writing, I be- 
m2 
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ore able, more zealous, or more 
lid, and that pnnci|>BllY owing; 
tbem ky tlie heiul of this d^ 
re able <xin(iutlor of an anaj 



lieve never army poseecsed n 

active staff officers, tbao we 

to (he exrelient example se 

jwrtment, than nhoni b m< 

does not exist. On one of these occasions wbcD 

«nt Quartermaster-general had occasion to wail upon lite 

authorities of a Tillage, he jokingly asked them for paes- 

ports, BM IB customary in France, to proceed into the cotin- 

tPy. " Ma foi," says the worthy Mayor, " yon obtained 

your passports at Vittoria, you need no others now." 

We halted fortbe night near the village of Duerse. la the 
morning, we forded the Adour near a email village, the oame 
of which I foi^el, and making a long and rapid [Q»rcii, w<e 
took possession of Ibe city of Mont de Marsnn. where we 
found immense magnzines of provisions, which had hen 
collected by the enemy. This was the most volunble atf- 
ture that had been made by the British army siiico ira arri- 
val in the Peninsula ; for although a great deal of treaniK 
was obtained at Vittoria, yet a considerable portion of thai 
iell into the hands of individuals ; hut this was secared for 
the benefit of the whole army. The enemy bad abuDdimedUie 
city previous to our urrival, consequently it was k blood- 
lesH conijuest, which rendered it the more valuable. M«nt 
de Maraan is what may be termed a fine and an extenelTe 
city, containing about 3000 inhabitants. 

The people received us kindly upon the whol^ and 
showed us great attention. Here we hod superb quarti'rs, 
and fhe change from what we had lately been uccuslom*))! 
to, produced a rather uncomfortable feeling ; for our cIotb«s 
■nd all our equipments so little corresponded with the ttuig- 
nificence around us, that we ahoiild have preferred Iws 
stately mansions, if comfortable, as more congenial with 
our respective establishments. But we did not long en- 
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jef our spWndiii lodgings ; for, baring secured the boolyi 

we left the cily, and returned to the bimke of the 

_ Adoor. The nuirch both t<i and from this dty had been 

latig Etnigbt flat roads, cut through an immense pine fb- 

, with which this department is aJmoat completely 

The roads had lieen for some time much truver- 

, and having a sandy boltom, were consequently very 

season of the year ; adde<l to which, a violent 

ow and sleet assailed uk all the march of this 

hy, which made it a rather uncomfortable business. We 

Mlted for the nig-ht in a village named, I think, St Maurice, 

d the next day were moved into St Sever, & considerable 

on the left bank of the Adour, in which Lord Wel- 

n hud taken up his head- quarters. Here we remoin- 

w! days, doing duty over bis lordship, when we cross- 

-9i to the right bank, and moved up the river, baiting 

»t the town of Grenade. We next morning continued our 

route np that bank till we reacheii Barcelonne, a consider- 

ftble town some liltle distance from the river, and nearly 

opposite Aire, a large town on the Icli bank, and near 

which Geiiernl the Hon. Wm. Stewart, with thu 2ii division, 

had had n smart hrush with the enemy on the day we cap- 

toretl Mont de Marsan. 

On the evening of the lOlh we baited at the village of 

Arblade, and, on the 11th, entered Tarsoc, wliere we re- 

^^Mined for the night. We were next morning pushed on 

R» a village in front, about a league distant, but were allowed 

Bto remain there only for one iiight, for the enemy now 

begBD to appear in our front in considerable force. We wera 

eoosequently withdrawn, and, passing through Tursac, the 

^vision formed in a wood about halfway between that and 

We expected something serious was about to occur, 

Mt, from what cause I know not, the enemy ujjuin relreat- 
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ed, learing n body of cuvaliy on the road abont half-a-leagne 
beyond Tursftc, to which we again retunied and took up oat 
<jiiart«ro. 

On the 16th, as these feUawH fltill continued to near ns. 
nltliougli eridently without any infantry to support them, 
it wsH determined either to drire them away or lake tbem 
prisonera. 1 mutt obeerre, onr 15th hussars were at this 
time occupying: Tarsac with onrscWes, and one sqnadroa of 
tbem were selected for this service. The advance of the 
French consisted only of one squadron, the reniunder of 
their rt^iment being at some distance in rear as Gnpports; 
consequently it was but fair that an equal force should 
attack Iheni. Captain Hancox's squadron (in which wu 
Captain Booth, with his troop) was pitcbtfd upon fi>r this 
affair. The remainder of the 15th were drawn ont to snp- 
port them, if needed, but were not to lake any part in the 
I'ombat. Every one of couree went out to see the light- 

Accordingly this sqiiadron moved on to the front, utd 
steudily advanced upon the enemy, who seemed determined 
to stand tbe cliurgei as they put every thing ready to re- 
ceive our g:allant dragoons. When within a proper distance 
the word " trot" was given, and soon after " gallop," and 
then " charge," when our fellows dashed in among the 
French, upsetting them in all directions, and cutting many 
uf them down to the ground. Jn a few minutes tbe bau- 
nesi was settled, for our people returned, bringing in with 
them tbe captain commuiding, (and w 
been personally engaged with Ca])tBin Hancox,) withal 
twenty-five men, prisoners. The rest made their e 
Tlie French captain, and the greater part of the twem 
men, were wounded, and some were left dead o 

I shall not soon foi^et the little wounded captain. Hb," 
t believe) was either a native of Tarsac, or somewhere near, 
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ftail luwl been delennined to shoir hi» Talonr to the utnoat ; 
beoctj Uifi sUndJag, when be ought to bmre retired ; bnt lU 
the way, us they were bringing him along into the village 
uid after he reached the houM where be directed theto ta I 
take him, he kept crj-ing out, " I'm as brave as a lion 1— 
I'm ta brave as the deril I" ajtd could scarcely be got to 
bohi his peace while the surgeon was dreMing him. Moat 
pU«oas moaaing ttae made by many of the inhabitant*, to 
whom it seems be was well known. 

We understood aiterwanU that this regiment, the 13th 
French hussars, had fallen rather under the displeasare of 
Soult, for some ill conduct ou a former occasion, ami that 
tbey were Urns determineil to wipe off the stain and re- 
trieve their character ; bnt they would bare shown mote 
§enae, and have rendered mwe serriev to Ibeir conotr>-, bwl 
tltey retired when they saw it waa determined to drire them 
■my. 

On the 18tb, we again aJrance)] by the road the French 
had taken, and, croaking the Aduur at the bridge and rillagv , 
of La Ituw or ArrD», we pnreued our route till we reached i 
tbetown of St Germain's, where we baited for a short spacet 
and thnace to Plais&nce, a good town, where we remained 
for the night. An tuifbrtnnate circometancc occurred in of 
near lliis town, which might have produced the most djime ' 
trans CAtiseijuences : — A man, who most likely had bees 
fWBting ibe plundering of bis house, was basely murdered 
hf loine soldier or soldiers of the division ; but although 
erery endeavour was made lo didcorer the perpetrators of 
tbia vile act, they could not be fouud out ; but a subscrip- 
tion was set on foot among the officers of the division, and 
100 guineas were collected and paid to the unfortunate 
bo, though grieved for the Ions of her biisbsnd. 
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e thonkftil for the money. I strongly raspect my Men<b 



On the 19lh we ngnin moved forward, and, passing- Ob* 
rigort, hulti-d for the nigbt at the village of Aget. Towards 
the close of this Hay's march, we bolh hfsrd and saw smart 
skirmishing, down on the great road which runs ponUlel l« 
the ridge on which we were, and from Auch to'T&ri>e», 
along the pkin on our right, and passes through Vic Bigors. 
Near ibis town the firing was very Iirisk. We nnderstoad 
it was Picton's division driving the French before them. 

Tlie next morning we started early, dad, cnntinuing' oor 
msrch along the ridge of the height on which onr lut 
nig-ht's qtmrters were situated, we reBclieil pretty eooD the 
town of Rabasleins, where we learnt that the enemy hid 
taken up a position in and near the town of Tnrbes. We, 
Accordingly, changing our direction, move*! to oar rig^rf. 
down the road leading from the former to the latter pUtv. 
We ptused on this road the sixth division, which, it seems, 
was ordered to keep on the flank of the enemy, whicbi 
should he make a stand, this division was to turn. When 
we got within about d mite and a half of Tarhes, we disco- 
vered the enemy posted on a strong woody height on the 
\tA of the road, with a windmill on its highest mod mart 
distant )>aint. 

The whole of our flSth people were accordingly ordered 
forward, to endi'avorir to drive them from this position. My 
battalion formed the right, the 2d hattalioii the centre, md 
the 1 8t liattalion the left of our line of skirmishers. We found 
them covered in front with a great number of light Mwpe, 
whidi occupied ns some time in driving in, and ia whicfa 
service we suffered considerably, for they occupied the bed^ 
and dikes on the high ground, from which it was nec«ssaiy 
we should dislodge them. We had also a consideiaUy-dxed 



ATT4CK8 ON THE ENEMY. 287 

bmshwood to pass through befot-e we irould g-et at them. 
At length, after much smart skirmishing, we gaineil the 
beig'ht, but found the whole of thdr heavy infantry <lraH*n 
op OB a steep acclivity, neor the windmill, which allowed 
them to have line behind line, all of which could fire at tliti 
nmetime over each other's heads, like the tiers of guns in 
ft tliree^cker. We continued, however, to advance upon 
ihem, till we got within d hundred paces of this formidable 
bodyi the firing from which was the hottest I had ever been 
in. «xcFpt perhaps Barossa. At this moment I received a 
•hot through my tight shoulder, which compelled me for a 
moment to retire ; but meeting the main support of my 
tMltalion advancing with Colonel Kosa at its head, and 
Ending my wound had not disabled me, I again advanced 
wHb him, until we got close under the enemy's line, and 
took post behind a hillock, which protected lis from their 
in. 

We here found Colonel Norcott, who then belonged 
to the 2d battuliun, riding aliout on his large bkck mare i 
bat be had not ridden long till he also was wounded through 
the iboulder, from which he still Buffers. While we were 
(B this sitaation, a shot struck a captain of onrs in the side 
where he had his drinking-horn slung; in fact h struck both 
the horn and his side ; but, from some cause. It did not pe* 
BCtrate the flesh, but bruised it sore, which is generally 
. The captain, and those about him, thought he was 
t through the body ; they accordingly picked him up, 

d were carrying him off to the rear, when he cried, " Stop, 

e feel," and putting his hand down to the place> and 

wound, he spnmg out of their arms, and, with 

idicroua ap[>eanince possible, returned to his post 

No one present could refruin from laughing at the 

iculoiuocss of this occurrence, although at the moment 
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th« men were hiVmg hul tronmi at. At this time also, i 
spent eliot, one wbich I imagine tind fint hit the gronnd, 
struck me on the left arm, but did not injure mc. I now 
ibonght it l>plter to go to tht' rear to gi-t my sUonlder 
drMseil, iiiimediatelj ai\er which I liecnme quite fiunt 
from lofis of Mood. The firing fttill continued mott ui- 
matetl on both sides ; hut Iwfore an hour hod elapwd, the 
Frencli were driven completely from every [radition they 
held nn this very strong hill ; niid as I returned, (after fa 
ving heeti dressed, and having swallowed some epintt to 
remove the laintness,) I found them posting away with sU 
exp'-dition la the plain helow, some guns, which had jwt 
arrival, giving them an occasional shot, hut from whidi 
they did not suffer much, they marched with such rapidity. 
We immedintely followed them down to the plain, on 
reaching which, we perceived a boiiy of French trw 
coming apparently from the town of Tarhes, pursued by the 
3d division, with whom ihcy had been eng;aged, and nbidt, 
with some exertion, wc thought we conld interrept and e 
off : but ihey, perceiving our intention, inclined conudcnUy 
to the right, and marching with all speed, they got >• 

The enemy now having all retired across the plain, hegn 
to take up a strong position on a height at its c.vtremity, 
towunls which we continued to ailvance; but Lord WfJ- 
lington having expected that the 6th division wotUd by 
this time have reached their position, and, attmckinp ifl 
flank, have rendere<l our attack in front more likely ti> 
succeed, otid they not making their appearance, ahbcngh 
it WHS now ni^h dusk, he ordered the divisions hen to 
halt, and bivouack for the night on tlie plain. I atnr 
saw any one more disappointed, or apparently more annoytJ 
by this hist order, than our Adjutant-general, the lamented 
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Sir Edward Packflnham ; he vma for attacking tliem at 
oace ; but this coolJ Dot have been done without a great 
sacrifice of excellent troopa, as all those were who now 
filled the ranks of the British army, having kj this time 
been completely seasoned, and become almost iofaluable. 
In reviewing the operations of this day, I need say little, 
M bets speak for themselreB. The enemy had on the 
Windmill hilt, as it was vulgarly called, or more properly 
the hill of Oleac, I believe a whole dinBioti, consisting of 
at leMt 5000 or 6000 men, while not a shot was lired by 
ttif bst by the sixteen companies of my regiment, amount- 
ing probably lo lOOOor llOOmen; it is tme the other regi- 
nents of the division were drawn up in rear of ue, and would 
fasre supported ns bad we been repulsed. But it is not so 
nnch to the driving away of this so tnucli stronger force, 
&ai I woald draw the reader's attention, as to the great loss 
the enemy sustained, and solely from our fire. I believe I 
not be far from the truth, if 1 state their toss in killed 

ras equal to the whole strength of our sixteen 
Wellington, in his dispatch, mentions the deetruc- 
n the enemy's ranks as unusually severe ; hence 
B of rifles over the common musket, or else 
rr mode of using onr arms beyond what is prac- 
is line. The Americans tauntingly tell us, our 
not know how to use the weapons that are put 
iato their hands ; and, truly, if we are to judge by the awfnl 
4Mtmction which they have occaaionally inflicted upon our 
tnre aoldierB, we should be led to suspect that they nnder- 
1 this science much better than ourselves. It might, 
Br, be easily remedied, if more attention were paid to 
e instruction of the recruit in this most essential quaUfi- 
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i and ammuDition devoted to target 
[iractice ; but, at the sanii; time, every otficer should be 
n»aJe to know somethiiig of projectiles in gcneml, or he 
will, as at present, lie incapable of instructing his men. 1 
will renture to assert, that eight out of ten of the soldien 
of our regiiW regimimts vrill aim in the same manner at ad 
object at the distance of 300 yards, is at one only 50, It 
must heure be evident that the greater part of those shot» 
are lo«t or expended in Tain ; indeed the calculation has 
been made, that only one shot out of StW fired from mus- 
kets in the field takee effect, while one out of twenty trom 
rifles IS the avernge. My opinion is, that our line tmopt 
ought to be armed with a better description of mtisket. If 
fire shillings more were added to the price, it would make 
a icrenl difference in the article, and be very tridiag to the 
public. Our army has always been too sparingly supplied 
with flints, which may be had almost for an old song ; but 
if wanted in the field, nothing can supply their place. Many 
a bntve soldier has &llen while hammering at a n-ora out 
flint. It is true we can, with the weapons we have, drive 
any other onny onl of the field, liut not without occasion- 
ally sustaining an overwhelming loss, particularly when 
op}io««l to the Americans ; and could we meet them with 
the same advantages they possess in point of sliootliig, our 
chances of victory would be greater, and at less expense. 
These are my private opinions only, and arc de<luced from 
the experience I have had, both as ii heavy infantry aoUier 
and a rifleman. I am now flrmly persuaded, that of the nnr 
•21)0 ahota I fired on the 2A of October 1799, in Holland, 
not one took effect, Jrom my total want of knowledge how 
til aim. What an useless expenditure tliis was of both 
time and ammunition ! Much indeed has lately been done 
by Sir Henry Torrens, to supply the deficiency of which I 
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bare been speakiag, bat Etill not suScient, in my opinion, 
to tvmedf uU the evils attendant thereon. 

Our loss on thie occasion was very heavy, beior 
oiiout 100 men and eleven officers killed and wounded ; 
the proportion of officers being nearly double what osoally 
takes place. The regiments which supported us also had 
•ome csGualtiea, arising from the ehota which passed over 
oar beads striking among them ; but they were not con- 
•idenble. My servants having beard 1 was wounded, went 
to Tarbes, (where all the wounded were collected,) with 
<&T baglgage. I should consequently have been very ill oS, 
had not my kind triend and messmate, Major Balvaird, lent 
me his tent and bed, as be himself had been ordered on 
pieqnet. Immediately after nightfall, the enemy had all 
retired from the position in front of us. We accordingly 
next morning continued the pursuit, and halted at nigbt at 
the villago of Lannemazen, not far from the borders of the 
Pyrenees, towards which, in their retreat, they had been 
inclined. This day and night, my shoulder had become ex* 
tremely painfuL We started again in the morning ; but 
Wring the Pyrenees, we turned our faces more towardi 
Tooloiise, and took up our abode for the night at a consi- 
4enble-sized town, called Castoloau ; here the inhabitants 
recared o^ very kindly, and we had excellent quarters. 
Hovever, on the following morning, we were obliged to 
eontinne our march, and passing through several rillages 
on the road, halted for the night at L'Isle, in Dodon. Du- 
ring this day's march, my poor old horse played me a sad 
trick- He was one which. I had been compelled to purchase 
M aoon after I lost my little Portuguese one by the bad 
toeing of the blacksmith at Sumbilla, as I could lall in 
, with one for sale. He was a very tall grey horse, rather 
1 whose month had not been well made in his 
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■ vhhal ntbtr stnbbora, or more pn^erlf 
■jiiriin. itnjpU, canseqveDtly he did not alwmj& obey tbe 
nta M be ovglit. The nwda were excessively deep and 
iutj, and at I was riding at tbe bend of the ImttalioD, and 
Ih4 oocaaMa to poll him a Utile to one eide, for some pnr- 
pwe or other, he eitber would not, or conid not, oliey the 
pnll of the rpin ; and aa t had bnt one hand, be took adwi- 
tape of it, mod tat down rompletely on bis haunches, in the 
very deepest of tbe mire. Of coarse I »ras tumbled right 
orer his rump, and rolled in tbe mtid, and after extricating 
myself as well as I cotild, I crawled out, as pretty a Ggnre 
as may well be imagined. This, as might be expected, raised 
the hmgb of all who saw it, at my expense ; bot, uncomjbrt- 
able and ridiculous as my situation was, I was not hart, tbe 
iDttd being Bufficiently deep to protect me from any injury 
by the &U. In this Tillag« 1 fell in with a Frenchman who 
had just come from Toulouse, lowuds which he nndcntood 
we were bending onr couree. He gare me such a flaming 
oGCOtmt of the " l>elle position" in the neigbbourfaood of 
that town, and of tbe impregnable works which Sonll 
bad raused to be thrown op, and of ihe raperb artillery 
n hich were stationed there, and which, he said, were those 
who had served in tbe famous battle of AuEterlitl, and of 
tbe utter improbability of any impressioD ever being made 
on them by an enemy, that if 1 bad given credit to the half 
of what he told me, I might have been filled with fear lest 
all our laurels might here be tarnished. From what motive 
this rather exaggerated statement was made, 1 know noti 
but am inclined to think it was merely an inclination lo 
indulge in a triding gasconade. On the 25th we reached 
Mont Ferrand, where we baited for the night. 

On the 27th, in the morning, we were moved ibnvanj 
to the village of Toumefoile, where it seems some of odt 
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CRTsliy bwl been quartered the night berore, bat who had 
had thtfir ^inariers beat up (hiring the night by a body of 
the eoemy, who still held the groaad beyond the viUage. 
My buttalion, and a Portuguese battalion, were sent for- 
wmrd, the remainder of the brigade folloiring. We found 
the eoemy occupying the rood leading from the Till&ge to 
» bridge about half a mUe distant, together with tbe hedges 
and enclosures in the vicinity. My people extendetl to the 
left, while the Portuguese battalion kept on the road. A 
Kuui akinnisb now commenced, during which the enemy 
gndmJly retired towanis the bridge ; but at this time a most 
remarkable occurrence took place. One of our men (the 
MTTBtDt of a friend of mine) received a shot in the raouth, 
which struck out several of bis teeth. One of these whs 
propelled with such force by the blow that it flew at least 
twenty yards, and, entering the left arm of one of the Por- 
tuguese on the road, indicted a deep and severe wound. 
When the surgeon of the 43d, who was the nearest to this 
maa at the time, came Co dresii the wounded Portuguese, be, 
instead of a ball as every one expected, extracted a tooth, 
■t which, no doubt, both be and all about him were quite 
utanished ; and a report was immediately set afloat that the 
enemy were firing bones instead of balls. This most extra- 
ordinary circumstance was not cleared up till they were in- 
fbnned of our man having had his teeth knocked out, when, 
after comparing the relative situations of the two men, it 
became quite evident how this most uncommon wound hud 
been inflicted. If any thing like a joke might be permitted 
on »aeh an occasion, it may with great propriety be said, 
the Frenchman who fired the shot had killed two birds with 
one stone. I happened to be near our man at the time, and 
besides seeing him wounded, I enquired minutely into the 
drcumstances, or I own I should have hesitated before I 
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gmre implicit credit to the story ; so it may probablj' be 
wiih my r««der. Poor feUoir, he had afterirsrdB nearly all 
bis inlestineB torn oat by a cannon-shot at the fiital attack 
armx Newr Orieans, and where I saw him writhing in the 
agonies of iloatb ; his name wag Powell, and ne was, I he- 
lieve, a Welshman. 

Not lung: after the commencement of the ekinnisb, ihe 
artillery on both sides was tironght into play ; bat the 
»Demy kept giudually retiring' till they crossed the bridge, 
and as we did not pursue them, they quietly n'alked off, 
taking the road towards Tonlnnse. I cannot conceire for 
what purpose this body of troops had been sent here, nnles! 
it was intended as b reronnoissance, to ascertain n-hetber 
any, and what description, of troops had arrived at this 
point, as their waiting, after driving ont ourcaralry, losee 
whether any infantry approached, would seem to indicate. 
Major Balvaini was conspicuously brave on this occMioo. 
The loss on either side was but trifling. 




On the S6tb or 29th, we were laoveA forward, and after 
P'S ■faort march ve reached a beButifiil plain, with Toulouse 
spearing most magnificent in the distance. Here w 
o cantonment!), in the different FiIlageB and chateaux ii 
i neighbourhood, the greater part of which vere c 
pletely deserted, and many of them most wofiilly sacked 
uid plundered, which could have been done only by their 
own troops. A noble and stately inansioD, belonging to a 
Mr VilleneUYe, stood immediately in front of our outposts, 
which had sbared the same iate with all the others, every 
article of (umiture having been entirely destroyed. The 
doth had been torn from the billiard-tuble, the splendid 
pier-gUsses shivered into a thonsand atoms, and, in short, 
erery article of luxury or splendour which a, man could 
wish for, might have been found in this princely habitation 
I previous to its desertion by its owner ; but now devaatBtion 
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and destruction h&d lud its nntallowed hands on all in whidi 
iU po«Bb£sor had formerly delighted. I, with atj taea- 
mates, took the liberty of visiting Mr V.'s fish-pondst wliere 
ire found some fine-looking carp ; and baTing: some hooks by 
nie, wc caug-ht a considerable qnantity, which we imagined 
would be a great treat to our messmates ; but we ftmnd 
them excessively mnddy, and not worth eating. Hei« also 
we rejoiced in being able to procure some good provender for 
our still half-starved horses and mules. The grass and cinqus- 
foil which we found in this beautiful and luxuriant plain, 
in a few days began to make a wonderfol improvement in 
our poor fellow -travellerB. I know not a more gratifying 
feeling than we experienced in thus being able to feed the 
hungry ; for although they were but of the inferior cnatifMi, 
yet so much did our own comforts, and, indeed, efiBdency 
for service, depend on their being capable of perfemung the 
task allotted to them, end so much did the circumstanoe of 
iiur having passed through trials and dangers together at* 
loch us to them, that I very frequently would have preferred 
getting them a meal even at the expense of wanting oB4 
myself. Here ray little Portugueae horse, whidi I had 
originally brought from Lisbon, and who had been my emCf 
panion in all my wanderings, (except when he was left ibt 
a while owing to his bad foot,) began to look quite brisk 
and lively again ; for hitherto his spirits had been very low 
indeed since he happened by his misfortune, and had been 
literally starved into the bargain. 

A pontoon bridge having been constructed some dislaaoe 
above the town, and which onr engineers hod been able to 
Mcomphsh on account of its being thrown over above the 
junction of the Ariege with the Garonne, on the SIst we 
moved down towards this point, and crossing it, my battahon 
was left as its guard in a village on the bank of the river. 
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j Tli«remainilerofthedimioD,and the 'division," moved 

I np the Ariege river with the intention of croeeing, and thug 
' ^pRMchtDg ToulouBe iu that direttion ; but, from the heavy 
FKJns, the river was too mach flooded, which, together with 
the dreadful state of the roads, these troops were unable to 
effect this operatioD, and were consequently recalled. 

By the 2J of April the whole had reerosseil the Garonne, 
when we again went into our cantonments on the plaio, 
but now fitrther down the river than before. We remained 
here a few days, and I curinot help recording a remarkable 
circumstance which took place at this time. For want of 
dwelling-houses we had been obliged to put a certain num- 
der of the men of my battalion into a sort of wine-honee; 
it was not a vault, for it was above ground, but had a con- ' 
Biderable nnmber of barrels of wine in it, amongst which the 
men were obliged to sleep. It will scarcely be credited, 
hot not one of these men ever appeared the least intoxicated 
daring the whole lime they luy there. Whether they were 
completely tired of wine, or whether their having been 
pkced in such a situation produced a feeling of honour and 
pride wDong them, I know not, but I verily believe less 
(rise was drunk by these men during the time they remained 
here, than would have been had they had to pay most ex> 
oefcitantly for it. With soldiers I believe it is as with man- 
kind in general ; what is prohibited always appears more 
Tkltuble or more pleasurable in our eyes, than what we m&y 
with freedom enjoy. 

On the 6th we moved down the river till within a short 
distance of Grenade, about twelve miles below Toulouse. 
We halted near a small village, and encamped. A pontoon 
bridge had been thrown over the Garonne here, and one 
■Urision (I believe the 3d) liad crossed; but now, owing to 

* 8imu obunrily i* ocDiuiancil here and ebcwhrrr, by blaokn being 
left In the US., which the draih of the good -humoured and kindly 
Whiir baa randcred ii now impowble lo Gil up.— Ei>. 



SM TABIOUS DIVISIONS CROSS AT GRENADE. 

the fwoQw aut» of ik» nnt, Ugettur with Geveral sttempl^ 
wUch ««ra mmw mad* bjr Um enemy to destroy the bridge, 
by doatng Jown Oww, *c. which might ereux ually oury il 
tmwf, it laawMd at tbc &ulher end, ruid the anchors b«iiig 
takra vf, the wkolr ins alluw^ to float down to our sid« 
of Um nrrr, keeping iti the eml next onr oivn bank. W» 
in this sitnation for »evpral days, one diriaion onl; 
tbc (^iposite «tde, witli nbich it was impossible l« 
ur, if attacked, to aSori it almost any snpport. 
Now WM the time fur the enemy to bestir himself i far bad 
he marrhed out of Tonloiup with half his foree, and been 
■net at this place by tbe force he had at Montaiiban, th«y 
most haru annihtlateilthisdiTisioD, or taken tfaetn priBonen. 
It i« trtie wo might hare rendered them some little aaaiat- 
ance by our artillery from the hank we occupied, but the 
distance was so great tli»t a detennioed enemy wonid not 
have held Wk from the dread of it. 

I took a trip from hence to Grenaile, where the paymas- 
ter-^neral hud eatabliabed the military chest, as I had not 
yet quite finished my jmyma^ler's duty. It is a good-siied 
town, but contains nothing- remarkable, only here 1 remem> 
l>er 1 got some excellejil wine of the Champagne kind, and 
whit'Ji my frienil poured out of an immense maguum bottle. 
I unilcrstuod our Chief wan mutrt anxious to hare lb* 
bridge n^-v«tal>liahe«l by the 9th, which was Easter eTe, the 
waatber liaving now soniewhal taken up, and the river of 
eourae bod (alien; but although the engineer ihougbt be 
conld effect il, and bod promised his lordship it should be 
T^^j by that time, it was not passable till the morning of 
tkt loth. Early on that morning, my division crossed to 
the other lide, together nith tlie 4th and 6th divisiona, and 
ft trhale bust of Spaniards. 

1 oniitleil to mention, that these latter genliy, on their 
■MriwftiMhfaidbiiiftrediBaMwBatoDlyi ftudludeoBi- 
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milled numeroiisBtrocities; on which, hia lordship, us Gene- 
nUissimo, bad ordered them hack to their own country again ; 
bat Dpon the promise of good behaviour, and an Hoxions de- 
sire to partiripat(> in the honourable achievements of the 
kUied troops, he had granted them permisGioa to rejoin the 
kmijr, and they were to have a post of honour assigned 
tfaem at the ensuing battle. Such was the current report 
whifh prevailed among our army newsmongers : be it as it 
may, however, they were here in number, 1 should think, 
mbont 6000 or 6000. The whole army now present having 
cvossed, exrept General Hill with the 2d dirision, advanced 
(^n the town of Toulouse. We here found a beautiful 
country and excellent roads, along whicli we got on rapid- 
ly. The town stands close lo the right bank of the river, 
along which there are numerous quays, and over which 
there is an excellent bridge, communicating with tfae 
anlini'b on the opposite side, called St Cyprian. From the 
river on the north side of the town runs the famous canal 
of Languedoc, with which it communicates by locks, and 
which, eocircltng the town on that and on the east sides, 
witb the river on the west, almost entirely encloses it. On . 
tfae east side of the town, andjUHt beyond the canal, a con- 
•iderable eminence arises, forming a sort of chain or ridge, 
«»n the top of which numerous redoubts and batteries had 
been constructed, and which, both Irom the nature of the 
gitmod and by the great labour bestowed upon them, tuul 
been rendered, as the Frenchman told me, nearly impreg- 
Uble. 

The Glh division, supported by the 4th, had been or- 
I ilered to move considerably to the left, and, after crossing 
I tee Garonne, to attack this formi<lable position on the 
T side, while the Spaniards were to attack it irnmedi* 
I itely in front. My division was ordered to communic&te 



soo 



PREPARE FOR THE ATTACK. 



with the rig^ht of the Spaniards, and, extending down to 
the great Montauban road, vas to preoe upon the town in 
this direction, in order to aid the attack upon the height be- 
fore mentioned. Tlie 3d dinsion joined our right at the 
Montaubon road, and extended from thence down to the 
river, and were ordered to act gimilarly to us. The 2d 
dirision, under General Hill, remained on the other side of 
the river, and was to co-operate by attacking the atiburit 
before mentioned, together with the works for the protec- 
tion of the bridge, and for the same purpose of our attack, 
namely, lo keep tbe troops in these parts of the town em- 
ployed, while the 6th dirision and Spaniards attacked the 
height. Immediately in front of our division, we found 
considerable bodies of troops, at some distance &om tbe 
town, occupying the bouses all along the road, and which 
it took ns a considerable time to drive in. They bad 
also coaatnicte<l a battery on the bridge over the canal, 
where the great road passes, and from which they kept np 
an almost incessant fire. At the hither end of the bridge 
also there stooil a very large convent, which they had fiirti- 
lied in a very strong manner, having toopholed tbe whole 
of the surrounding wall, which was twenty feel hig'h, and 
had also looped the upper part of the convent, which con. 
lained a garrison of probably tOOO or 1300 men. 

We commenced operations in conjunction with the Sd 
division on our right, in driving these people in, and with 
whom D smart firing was kept up during the whole day. 
The French hod also other troops beyond the canal, and 
on the Moorish or Itonmn wall which encircled the town 
inside the canal, and both of which they hod fi>rtitied ; so that, 
had it been intended we should force tbe town on this side, 
we should have fonnd it a difficult undertaking : we wer*, 
however, merely (as said before) to press upon them with* 
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ont committin{f onraelves ; but unforttmatelir, in the eag^is 
nesB of some of our people to push forward, they gcft 
tromediatelj under the muzzles of the pieces of the men 
who were defending the convent, and from the loopholes 
aervral of our poor felluirs were shot wtthont being able to 
■ee th€dr antagonists. A good nnmher fell here ; for it was 
Mrt more than thirtv yanU distant where they had taken 
up their post, and an unpleaaant one it was as -well as don- 
g«imis ; for they were obliged to stand in a dran which ran 
frcm ■ Jakes, and which uf course emitted no very destrable 
flavour : or, if they had left it for a moment, they were im- 
mediately shot. Oar adjutant escaped here as by a miracle, 
the bole of a very small tree having stopped the ball that 
trouM hare pierced his body. When, however, we had got 
them fiurly driven in, we had then time to look about us, 
aod the lirst thing we saw was the Don moving on to the 
a^Kk of the height with all due ceremony. They gained 
the first or lower ridge without much opposition, and here 
getting up some artillery, a pretty heavy fire was opened on 
the enemy ; but the French remained quite passive, not of- 
ftting to resist the approaching Spaniards till they got with- 
in a certain distance of their works on the top of the bill. 
The Spaniards, elated by having gikine<l the first ridg« sn 
easily, pushed on too rapidly, and without having taken time 
to re-lbrm their columns after the tint conquest. They 
were not aware either that a mther deep ravine sepuated 
them from the enemy's works ; however, on they pushed, 
in a very disorderly manner, till they reached the point the 
French intended they should reach, when a lire was opened 
oat upon them, such as they had never witnessed before. 
Few troops would have remained unshaken by such a re- 
ceptiou, but to the Spaniards it was intolerable; conse- 
^eatly they broke into a thousand parties, and, tuiTiin^ 
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toil, it wu who should be first away from such anpleasanl 
douig;s. I UDi told that Lord Wellington at this mumettt 
could Bcurci'ly huld his sides far laughing, and cried out 
he " wondered whether the PyreDeeB irould bring tbem op 
again, they suemed to have got such a fright." He did 
Dol indeed depend on their valour, or he would have 
mode a hod winding np of his Peuinsular campaign. The 
moment thpy left the height, every man took the way that 
seemed to him hest, and they soon after literally corered the 
whole plain, and set to work with all expedition to plandu 
at least, if they would not fight. Some of the villains bad 
the audacity to come and take a poor man*B horse ont of 
the stable of the very house which we were then, as it were, 
defending, and bail nigh got off with it ; hut having been 
perceived, it was taken frum them, and restored ng^n to its 
owner. 

The left of our division was now obliged to he moved np 
Id fill the space vacated by these vagabonds ; and in doing 
which a good deal of hard lighting took place. This ako 
made the people in front of ue rally again, and coming out 
in great nnmhers hurraing and shouting, ve had soraelliing 
to do to drive them back. But by this time we beard, in 
the distance behind the hill, a dropping and now brisker 
lire ; by and by, approaching the summit, it became quite 
animated. We could plainly perceive now the difierent 
appearance which the Fi'eni.-h assumed ; they no longer lay 
supine ami passive till their enemy approached their woHu, 
but fongbt for every inch of ground, and all was now ani* 
mation and bustle among them, hurrying to the sujiport of 
those troops who defended the redoubts, &c. on the p<nDt 
assailed. The battle now raged with great fury, each party 
tvitb all their might for the mastery, and the French, weconld 
perceive, when compelled by sheer force to yield ground. 
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th the utmost reluctance. At leagtli, we saw the 

itUb colour H'Bt-ing on the Bunirait of tlie hill, with the 
nofit deadly warfkre raging on i?ach side of it ; but erery 
move we saw was in farour of the British. 

The 42d regiment hod by this time gained posseeaion of 
the principal redoubt, which tliey held till their ammunition 
WH oil expendeil, and which the enemy perceiving, or sus- 
pecting', again advanced, and gained poBsesdionof it> Things 
^d not now wear quite so tiivourable an aspect ; but being 
iptly supported by other troajis behind them, a move- 
n made iu advance, aud again the French 

■re expelled from the redoubt. Great nos the slaughter 
about this pWe, a§ I saw next day when I visited it- 

The enemy were now reluctantly compelled to yield up 
^ those ikmous works, on which so mncb time and labour 
had been expended, and on which they so much relied, and 
irere obliged to abandon (slowly indeed) this long disputed 
ridge ; but they fought till they were fairly forced down into 
the town, where they still kept up a feeble fire ; at length 
It gnuluall; subsided. This was the principal part of the 
dimoiB ; but it had many subordinate plots. On our right, 
Genwal Picton, with that ardour which ever characterised 
bim, was scarcely well satisBed to play an under part on this 
occuion ; and, instead of merely keeping his opponents in 
phr, as 1 before hinted, he was for elTecting a forcible 
eatrj into the town. He accordingly attacked with his 
dirision a strong and well-secured battery, near the canal, 
in doing which his brave Connaught Rangers, who had 
cotroely ever hitherto known a reverse, met with a severe 
ftod bloody repulse, in which they lost a great number of 
«xc«Uent officers and men. The other corps of his divi- 
ROt), who co-operated, aleo suffered greatly. General Hill 
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etrictly obeyed his JDGtructians, and, as be alm^B ^A, 
effected erery oliject at which he umed. 

Id this BctioD I had another opportunity of witnessiiif; 
the effect of presentiment. Early m it I was sent forward 
by my coronianding^-officer with some orders to a compaoy 
of ours, which was in front skirmisliing, and which had 
taken possession of a house, which partly screened litem 
from the enemy's battery on the bridge, llebind this bouse, 
one of the men was sitting on a hrap of stones with the most 
woe-worn countenance possible. He had separated from the 
rest of the men, and was sitting here apparently mtuinatin; 
on his fate, and appeared' to be quite absorbed in his medi- 
tatjons. I remarked him most particularly, wondering what 
roiild render liim so different from the rest of Uia comndet, 
who were all life and aniraotion, and from what he had for- 
merly been himself in action. He presently weot Ibnrard 
with some of the other men, and soon after fell to rise so 
more. The poor man's melancholy look made a deep im- 
])ression upon me at the time, together with his &(e sogn 
after. 

Thus terminated the battle of Toulouse ; oar troop 
maintaining the ground they had gained, while the eaa^f 
had retired into the town completely beaten, Sonlt seeimd 
undetermined how to act, whether to endearonr to haU 
the town, (which indeed he might hare dont> for a dvr or 
two perhaps,) or to leave it by the road towards the KNilh, 
the only one now open to him. We rested on the Geld all 
night, the enemy sending an orcasiomil shot or sbidl in the 
direction of our camp. Next morning we ^tiU found llie 
enemy retaining possession of the town ; and notliing baing 
likely to be done, I rode up with anotht^r officer to see itm 
bloody field, with alt its redoubts and batteries, and alao to 
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, if I ranid, in what aittiation the enemy now spp^aivd. 
■ Just aa we reached the BummiC, a fry was given by the 42d 
' tentTy, " Turn out the picquet." There was a good deal 
of firing- going on in the suburbs nearest to the position, 
which this Highlander thought it right to apprize his people 
a£ We looked a considemMe time with our glasses, and 
obaerred m good number of troops on a green and open space 
in that part of the enburhs, and who erery now and then 
would fire their muskets. 1 thought it must either lie a 
sort of fiu-^ie^oie, or a funeral, and it turned out to he the 
latter. Tbej were burying a general officer, who had fallen 
tke day before, and to whom they were paying the lost 
Melancholy honours ; but tt was conducted in a qaite dif- 
fer^t manner trom our military fnuenJs, for they did not 
lira in Tolteys like ub ; but every few minutea apparently a 
4bw men only fired, and by and by some others. This had 
llie «lFect, however, of turning out our whole line in the 
■Mgbbonrhood of the position ; and as I was afterwards 
nrtnming, I met Colonel B»mard and Colonel Colbome 
(than whom there were not two better officers in the army) 
itili&g np to see what was the matter. Colonel BamanI 
Mked me what it was. I told him what I thought it wu. 
flft wid the whole line had fallen in, thinking it wu an 
Wack. 

Towards erening we heard that the inhabitants of the 
Aj tmi been most argent on Soult to withdraw from it : 
M>4 that he had promised to do so. Indeed, had he not, 
Lord Wellington might, if he chose, hare soon reduced the 
town to ashes ; for the heights we had taken were not 500 
jiardi distant from the city, and completely overlooked it. 
On the morning of the l^th, therefore, Soult marched ont, 
I 'ted was not molested by uur troops. He took the road to 
f ViUefranche and Carcassonne, up the canal of Languedoc, 
ti2 
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our cavalry following tbeir tmck. Now all the lojalisU 
came rusbing out of the town to meet and treloome nt i 
every one wearing white ecarh or favours to denote hi» 
attachment to the Bourbons. Now all was jof and festi- 
vity, and nothing but shaking of hands and embracing wm 
to be seen in all directions. This day also arrived Lord 
Stewart from Paris with the account of Bonaparte's abdi- 
cation, and of the Bourlions having been reinstated. It wm 
also rumoured that Soult had received this news prerioia 
to the battle ; Iiiit not being inclined to yield obedtMic« to 
that dynasty, he had allowed the warfcre to proccci). In- 
deed, what almost puts this beyond a donbt, was his still 
continuing for many days after this to refuse sendinj; in 1» 
submission to the Bourbon government. We alsu h>M4 
afterwards tliat the courier bringing the official infomuUion 
of Bonaparte's fall, &c. had been detained by the postmwter 
of Montauban by Soult's direction : for altbaagh be had 
had pri^-ate intelligence of the fact, he imagined the deten- 
tion of the official information might screen him bemJlef. 
Such are the Eurmises of the wise heads respecting- lliis 
affair, which, as it turned oat, is to be r^retted ; fw the 
sacrifice of bo many valuable hves on both sides wm m thin^ 
of no trifling importance ; but I believe Soult felt aon id 
his having been so often worsted, and hoped her* in want 
measure toretrieve his lost honours; furit cannot bedanlitvd, 
I believe, that he expected to be able to repel our attack M 
least, if not to force us to retire from Toulouse. 

On the 13tb, the divisions marched into the town i aj 
battalion having the &uxbourg adjoining the l»t«^ Hf 
pnted position assigned to it, and in M'hich we fauml nrj 
comfortable quarters. To show that the French pMfb of 
this place took Lord Wellington either for • verygefienni 
person, or a great fool, a' man who owned ft hooaa m the 
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border of the position, and which the French had fortified 
by loopholing it, and otherwise rendering it unfit for occu- 
pation hy ita owner, $ent in a memorial to his lordship, 
pnj^ng him to order that he might receive out of the mib'- 
tary chest a sufficient sum to enable him to pnt his house 
in its former stale ; and this, although it had been done by 
hia own counlrjmen. I suppose bis lorilship would laugh at 
it when he saw it> I should hare been inclined to be angry 
with the fellow. The man showed the memorial to the 
■djntant and mj^elf before be sent it in — a step which of 
ounrse we dissuaded him trom taking. 

NotwitbHtanding it was notorious that Bonaparte's career 
was at that time finished, Soult still made a show of hold- 
ing out for him ; in cousequcnce of which the army was 
again put in motion to compel him either to send in his 
•dbmion to the new gOTernment, or to resign his command 
of troops who had not now a master. He had taken up a 
poaition near Villefranche. Accordingly, we marched, I 
think, an the 15tli or 16th, the which rather alarmed him i 
and in consequence he despatched Count Ga'iaa with terms 
to offer to bis lordship, the which, after some alterations, 
w«K fiuolly agreed upon, and the army returned once more 
to Toulouse, where we resumed our former quarters. 

Thus fioisbed the Feuinsular War, the last campaign 
of which had been the most active probably that is recorded 
in history. In ten months and a half we had marched &om 
the frontiers of Portugal, had completely travereed Spain, 
which we had cleared of its long troublesome and insidious 
invaders ; had penetrated far into the interior of that coun- 
try, which three yeare before gave law to most of the con- 
timmtul nations ; and bad worsted, in various actions, those 
troops, which, except when encountering the British, had 
been accustomed almost invariably to conquer. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Aulhur'a happy stale during 1813 and 1814— CharBfter of die nriMbk 
Frrnch— Bridih dislributpd ovrr the Couutrr— Cltility otxhe Inhi- 
bliiuili of QriooUea — Aiau>rmrnt> in qunrten — The Biitisb prqAR 
tnquii France. 



When I look back on the erenta of 1813 and 1814, 1 
cannot but deem that the happiest period of mj life, for I 
hail been HCtirely, and, as I believed, nseftiUy employed. 
My mind during this time was tranquil, and I was, nith a 
lew exceptions, prosperous in my outward circumstaoces. 
All ihose among whom mj lot was cast were now siiic«Tel]r 
Friendly to me, and I believe 1 may with confidence ofBrm 
thai I had not (with the exception of the person before 
mentioned, and who was now far removed from me) a single 
enemy in the world. It h true my occupation had not 
been, strictly speaking, of a Christian character, hut 1 be- 
lieved I was fulfilling my duty ; hence the peace of iniiid 
which I enjoyed. 1 have since learned certainly, that a 
Chrietian, to resemble bis Master, should be more ready to 
wtve than to destroy men's hves i but, at the same time, I 
cannot see why a Christian soldier should not be as se^us 
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in the defence of his kin^ and coODtiy, as those who are 
actuated by other motives ; and it is certain, I believe, 
although I once doubted whether there was such a precept, 
that in whatever calling or occupation a man is in when 
called to liecome a Christian, that therein he should abide, 
1st Cor. vii. 17, 20, and 24. But I attribute the peace of 
mind I then enjoyed as much to the constant employment 
which the nature of our services entailed upon us, as to any 
other cause. Be it remembered, 1 was doing the duties of 
both paymaster and quartermaster during ibis period, and 
my battalion had been as often called into action aa any in 
the army, having been engaged in battles and skirmishes 
no less than sixteen times in less than ten months. This 
nUorally left little time for reflection. But, above all, I 
am bound to render thanks to where alone it is due, to that 
gndous and benelicent Being, who not only watched over 
me during this period, and protected me from harm, but 
who ponred his choicest blessings upon me, even the bless* 
ing:s of a cheerful and contented heart, together with the 
means of retrieving my sadly deranged finances ; for bad I 
not been appointed acting paymaster, I might have gone to 
prison on my return to my native country, from the un- 
avoidable losses I bad sustained, and which I shall mention 
by and by. Another cause of comfort and cheeriiilneSB 
tfOie from our operations against the enemy having been 
tBTariably successfid ; for we never, from the lime of our 
leaving the frtintiers of Portugal, til! we took possession of 
Toulouse, met with any thing like a serious reverae. 

Most of my readers no doubt know that the city where 

we had now taken up our quarters is one of the ki^est and 

finest in this part of France ; but as it ha4 been so often 

^deMribed, 1 shall content myself with merely informing my 

iders, that the people among whom we now resided were 
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truly and veritiibly French. The character of the inbftbit&nts, 
gioce we left our poor fripnils the Basques, had materiitlly 
changed ; that kind, bnt nide and simple hospitality, whirh 
had on most occasionB been displayed by those hoD«st 
mountain eers, had now given jilace to all that imposing, 
but leas sincere politeness of the real Prt>ncb cboracter. 
We were, indeed, treated here with pvery degree of respect ; 
and perhaps more, or at least an equal degree of altention, 
was paid to our convenience and comfort, as they woold 
have shown to their own troops. We had every reason, 
therefore, to be perfectly satisGed. 

In this port of the country there are a great number of 
Protestants, which, of course, permitted us to live on better 
terms with them than bad they been all such stanch and 
bigoted Catholics as we met with in Kome parts of the 
Continent, and where our heretical presence was fr^uently 
looked upon as a contamination : for I remember welt in 
tile small village of Zalada, where we lay for some ttroe, 
near Aetorga, we never left the village, as they supposed, 
for a permanency, but the joy bcUs were rung for our de- 
parture^ It was onr lot, iudeed, to be frequently- quartered 
in this village, and such was their invariable cnstom. Itu 
true the I'adre and people of the place ouly esprecaed 
openly the feeling that was covertly, but universally, enter* 
tainod throughout Spain and Portugal respecting us ; for 
although the monks nnd priests made great pretences of 
frienilship and good-will towards us, while we were uphold- 
ing them in their iniquitous dominion over the minds of 
the people, yet secretly they cordially hated us, and were 
glad when at last our successes contributed to rid their 
country of both the invaders and their conquerors. One 
noble Spanish lady, (1 remember well,) when I was quar- 
tered at Cadiz, made use of an expression which I am sure 
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wonlit shock and horrify my simple ard delicate country- 
women. She said, " She should rejoici; to see all the 
French tbeo in their country hung up id the intestines 
(ba tripaa) of the English, who had come to drire them 
out." Thus they should get quit of both. Thia lady, as 
miglit he supposed, was a most di^praved and abandoned 
being, yet eren she, it eeems, looked upon us in the light 
of a curse or plague sent upon their country, rather than 
M s generous and gallant people, who Lad not hesitated to 
sacrifice much, both of blood and money, in freeing them 
^m their French oppressors. But such, I fear, is the too 
general feeling- in that country ; for while the innumerable 
religiosos which overrun that nation maintain their cursed 
dominion over the minds of the other classes, an English- 
nuui will always l>e looked upon liy them as a dangerous 
and hateful heing. uniting in himself both the mortal sine, 
fifst) of having totally cast olT the Pope's authority, and 
being the subject of a free and popular government — than 
erther of which, not even Satan himself could be more 
odious to them. 

We were not allowed, however, to remain long in Ton- 
louse, but were distributed over the country in the neigh- 
bourhood, lines of demarcation having been pointed out 
which were to separate the French and British armies. My 
division was sent down the right bank of the rirer, and 
occupied Castel Sarazin, Grissollcs, and Castelnau, &c. My 
battalion was stationed at Grissolles. Daring our stay here 
I had two or three opportunities, in conipany with others, 
of going to see Montauban, the scat of a Protestant college, 
and &med in romantic lore. The people were kind and 
obliging, and showed lu erery attention ; but unfortunately 
ich gnrrison was quartered in it, the officers of which 
i every opportnnity of quarrelling with ours. Indeed 
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we bad no bnuness there, and were consequeotlj oblig^ to 
put up with more tban we should have otherwise done, for 
we were strictly forbid to enter any place within Ibe French 
lines 1 but we did not conceive that those fellows, who had 
abown themselves so friendly and polite near Bayonne, 
while we were avowedly in orma against each other, would 
now tnm round upon us when peace was made, and endea- 
vour to engage us in quarrels and duelling. But I believe 
they felt a decree of soreness at our acknowledged superio- 
rity as soldiers, (for even the inhabitants of Montaaban, 
where they lay, did not hesitate to express it,) and thus 
nisbed to be revengeil for the many victories we hod gained 
over them. Indeed there was u sort of recklessness ahont 
them which is not easily accounted for, unless they supposed 
their occupation was gone, and eared not what becune of 
themselves ; but they did not succeed, I think, in any in- 
stance in obtaining their wishes, for they would not fight 
u'ith pistols, the only weapon which gives each a &iT aad 
equal chance, but insiete4l upon using the sword, — a mode 
of fighting to which the English in general were uttv 
strangers. The people uniformly gave us warning as soon 
as ever they learnt that a plot was laid to insult us, en 
which we generally came away without subiecting ourselves 
to it ; and when their designs became too evident, we re- 
fratned from going there. It was only a short distance ftiaa 
our quarters. 

During our stay here, also, the Marquis de Pompignsn, 
a gentleman residing between GrissoUes and Caatelnau, and 
where our Major-general hml token up his quarters, gave to 
the officers of the brigade a splendid (hte. I know not ex- 
actly how to denominate it, for it was a sort of dnunatjc 
meilley, part of it being performed in the garden and jjart 
in the house, where a private theatre had been fitted up ; 
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that in llie garden, it wns eaiil, was inleuiled to represent 
some militnry erent, — I think it was the burning of Mos- 
cow, and in which the ISfnrquis's beautiful daughter boi'e a 

Thrt young lady was auid to he greatly eoaniourei] of an 
liononrable gentleman, aide-de-camp to the General, who 
was quartcreil in their house, and between whom it was 
expected a match would have taken place. She was ex- 
tretaely beautiful and engaging. 

We Bometimes went a-GshJng while we remained here 
■1m, but were not successful, there being none other than 
Uke-fiib, such as perch, &c., in the neighboarbood, which 
,were acarcely worth taking. 

Here, abo, for want of better occupation, some of our 
i/onoggmtlomeD amused themeelres by hunting and lash- 
ing the .Spanish muleteers as they were returning, after 
baving delirered in their loads ut the commlBsary's stores. 
Tbvy always rode one mule, (sideways, like a woman,) and 
fed one or two more, and were most dexterous in handling 
,Uw long shank of the baiter, nith which they sometimes 
#oiuully belaboured their pursuers ; and had tbey nut been 
■et on by two or three at a time, they would not have liked 
better fun Ihan to fight one of our gentlemen with his whip, 
for they saw that it was only for amusement, and generally 
took it good-naturedly ; but our young gentlemen, as they 
genenlly do, carried the joke too &r, and it was consc- 
ftUDtly put a stop to. Of course none but tlie young and 
, idlfi took any part in this exercise. 

We had, while we lay here, also several little balls and 
bops J and here, for the first time, several of our young 
men began to dance quadrilles ; in short, there was no want 
o[ amusement among this gay and lively people, who are 
erer intent upon pleasure themselres, and who of course 
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found our wild and tbougbtlesB yonng felbwi erer as ready 
to second their endearours to get up Koiaetbing new moI 
entertaining. Certainty their morality is not the hig-hcsl 
in the norld, but their rices are mot^t of them divested of 
tbat coarse and disgusting appearance which gimilar vices 
cany on their front in England ; and thus, while they are 
gunerally more pteasiog, they are the more aedudtig, and 
consequently the more dangerous. However, as no perran 
is compelled to enter into these scenes of diBsipation and 
voluptuousness which they rejoice in, I found it, upon thv 
wholo, a very comfortable country to live in. The people 
were kind and civil, and were always good-nattired and 
polite, and, as we now boil plenty of the good things of this 
world at our command, I spent two montiis here vrrj con- 
tentedly. It is true we had none of those excellent privi- 
leges with which my niitive country' abounds, and which 1 
have since lenrat highly to prize, — 1 mean the privileges of 
the gospel, — the food for the nobler and never-dying part ; 
but I was then ignorant of their value, fur alihongh I had 
lieen convinced and convicted, I had not been converted. I 
«'iis still in darkness respecting the way, the tmtb, and 
the life, and yet my foolish and caronl mind wliispered 
peace ; hence my contentedness in this situatiDn. No I it 
was not till some years that I discovered that there is but 
one way to rpal happiness, hut one true foundation on which 
to build our hope, — even that which is laid in Zion. 

But the time had arrived for us to move down towards 
Bordeaux, preparatory to our qaJtting France. Accord- 
ingly, on the 3d June, we forded the Garonne, and stopped 
all night in Grenade, a place I formerly mentioned. We 
next day reached Cadours, a rillage near Cologne, where oiw 
2i battalion was that evening quartered. In the ditemoon 
of that day. a storm collected in the north, which I think 
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had ibe most frightful appearance I ever witneesed. It was 
actually as black as night in the direction in which we saw 
it. It did not reach us, but it alarmed the inhabitants of 
our village ao much, that thtsy Bet un ringing the church 
IwlU with the utmost fury imaginable. We could not 
aoconnt ibr this strange proi:ee<ling till we enquired of them 
why it was done. They told us the devil was in the storm, 
and the bells being holy, he durst not, when he heard them, 
proceed any iarther in that direction. Indeed they had 
ample reason to be in dread of its reaching their village ; 
fat the next day, as we passed along the country where it 
had raged most furiously, the whole face of the country wa> 
desolated. It had been a hoil-atorm such as I never before wit- 
nessed. The hailstones were still lying, some of them larger 
than a bullet ; the vines had been all destroyed ; the crops 
> of corn completely swept from the fcce of the earth. Trees 
b'knocked down, birds killed ; in short, nothing could equal 
B tfie appearance of misery and noe which this awht bail- 
■ itona bad inQtcted upon the unfortunate inhabitants, many 
of whom were going about wringing their hands in all the 
bitterness of heart, which a consdousnees of being deprived 
of every hope of subsistence for I he year to come would oa- 
tnrally inspire. Indeed most of them were literally stripped 
of their all. 

On the 6th we marched into Lectoure, a line town on 
the river, and famous for having given birth to Marshal 
Lannes, one of Bonaparte's best generals. It stands on a 
high ground near the river, and overlooks one of the richest 
and most beautiful plains I think I ever saw. Here 1 ex- 
perienced another misfortune in my eteed. My little Por- 
tugese horse (which was now in high condition, and 
[ baing an tntire horse was apt to fight) quarrelled with 
■ hrgn hone belonging to one of our officers, while I was 
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nerving- out the billets ; and Blthougli we were both tnonnt- 
ed at the time, the quBmUome animals reared up a^nst 
each other, and fought most desperately ; but bis, being ifae 
strong'aBt, pulled mine anfl myself down to the grounil. I 
luckily fell clear of him, and was not hurt ; but he by tome 
accident gut a kick in his bind leg nr foot, wfaidi com- 
pletely lamed him, and 1 wrtild not ride him any longer. 

We passed through Coudom, another fine town, and 
Nerac, also a good town, and nearly full of Protestants. 
We next day halted at Costel Jaloux, where I was quartered 
on « house of religeuse. Here my poor Utile horse was so 
very ill that I could not dm^ him any farther. I was coo- 
sequuntly ubiiged to leave him with those good domes, to 
wfaom 1 mode him a present, and parted from bim ia the 
tuoming with sincere regret. They promised to take care 
of him, whic'h I hope they did. We next reached the town 
of BaiHs. Here there was to be another parting scene exhi- 
bited. Tlie Portuguese were ordered to leare US here, and 
proceed towards their own couqtry. The Spanish and 
Portuguese women who had followed the men were either 
to bo seut home from hAice, or their prolectori were to 
consent to many them. Some adopted the latter alterna- 
tive, having hail children by them, and some others who 
bad not, nnd the remainder, of course, were compelled to 
sepanite. Ourdi vision drew up in the morning they marched, 
nnd honoured the brave Portuguese {for indeed (hey bad 
always behaved well in the field) with three cheen, 
as they turned their laces towards Portugal. Many <r«re 
the heavy hearts in both armies on this occnsion ; far it is 
not easy to conceive bow the circumstance of passing through 
scenes of luu^ship, trial, and danger together, endeared the 
soldiem of the two armies to each other. It was periisps 
never before felt so fully bow much each was attached to 
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the other; but the departure of the poor women caused many 
beary hearts, both among' themselves, poor creatures, who 
bad a long and dreary journey before tbem, and among those 
with whom they had lired, and who had shored in all their 
good and bad fortune : but among these, sereral on both 
aides were not oppressed with too fine feelings. A friend 
of mine, who was an officer in the Portnpuese service, told 
me atlerwards that the women marchtKl down to Spain and 
Portugal at the same time his regiment did ; that they 
formed a colinnD of 800 or 900 strong ; that tbey were re- 
gularly told off into companies ; and that the commanding- 
officer, a major, and all the captains, were married men, who 
hod their families with them — all excellent arrangements: 
but that they were the most unmanageable set of animals 
that e^er marched across a conntry. The officers liod to 
draw rations for them all the way ; but many of them, he 
«•]% left the column and went wherever they pleased. Vevf 
raached Portugal in the onler in which they started. 

We reached Langonon the I2th, and Barsacon the 13th 
June. This latter place is famed for a fine white-wine, 
BomethiDg resembling sautemc. The adjutant (who had 
■ow tieen my chum for some time) and I were here quartered 
in a fine ohl baronial castle, the inmates of whieh showed ns 
great attention. A boll was given in the evening to the 
officers of the brigade- 
On the l4th we halted at Costres, and on the 15th entered 
Bordeaux. This was the finest town we had seen since we 
entered the Peninsula, except Lisbon anil Madrid* Thi*i 
town had been occupied by the British for some time, a di- 
vision of the anny having been sent by Lord Wellington 
lo take charge of it in the name of Louis XVIII. 

We were not, however, destined to be quartered in this 
■omthem capital of France, bnt marched right through it, on 
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|Im» lakly; fcr m we 4nw mh tbe tUM of 

gnat aaMfcaa r^ off into the iatcnar, nnaittr lad dwae- 

tan. Howvrcr, on lUi occamow. tbew worthies were 4»- 

tflraned to bn« taaMlhi^ ta cafrr then on ibe raed, and, 

wHheat hentBtion, faroke apra thejr BHeler's pantiien, or 

boxec, aad lotdi aw».r «!) th« wKnuj be had, which did not 

indeed MBoiiiit to enj ^ml mia, for it wh osUt 40 doUMV, 

(ahoat L. 10 Briliah,) hat jl Wiag all he was wartb it w« 

a freat loas to liim. 

I bare reason to W thankful to Proriile&ce for tay escape 
un thia orcvsion. M; pavmseter's che«t was standing cIoM 
to the adjutant's panniers when thej brake th«m opetii and 
the^ did not tonrh it, although it contained about Iw400 
wonh of goM. Had they taken that I might hare gme 
after them. I of course expre^eed my thankfulness for this 
lucky i-iicajK.', nnd told Mveral people of it. I fimcy some 
poraon (my groom, I suspect) overheand me telling what a 
lueky euspe I had been iaTODred with, imd deteimined ia 




mind that I Bboulil aot alivaj'a come oH so well. 
the sequel will sbow : A few days alter this 1 had occasion 
to go into Bordi^aux to draw some money from the Com- 
missary-Genera]. The amount waa 600 dollars, or aboot 
L.li>0. As I could not conveniently carry them out to the 
amp, I requested Major Balraird, who had a ijuarter In 
town, to allow me to put them in his portmanteau tiU I had 
an oppoitonity of getting iLem sent out. His servant had 
overheBnl tbis conTereatioD, and made up hin mind at once 
to desert and take this money with him ; but providentially 
agsin I escaped. I found the means, before night, of carry- 
ing it out to the camp, and the Major gave it me unknown 
to the aervant. That night he broke open the portmantean, 
and, taking every thing worth carrying away, (among which 
WM a gold watch of mine,) deserted, and got dear off. This 
money, also, had it been taken, would have sorely crippled 
me, although I might perhaps have overcome the loss. 

We maj-ched in a few days after, passing through the 
diatrict of Medor , bmous for Bordeaux or claret wine, and 
baited for the night at Castelnau de Medoc. The next day 
paas«d through Chateau Mnrganx, where the best and 
expensive of the claret grows, and again encamped at 
iliac, from whence we were to go on board. 

Now was the time for the person who bad overheard me 
•peaking about my escape with the Lv400, to make his 
gnh and stml off, or be would be too late. Accordingly, 
after dark, he or they lifted up a part of the tent where the 
box was standiog, and, pulling it out, set off with it bodily. 
Bat, agftin directed by Providence, 1 hud taken the money 
ont of the box, and given it into the bauds of a' gentleman, 
to take care of for me ; and there remained in the bos my 
papers and books, public and private, about L.t9 in money, 
an old silver watch, and, among other things, tbe half 
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doubloon which poor Croa^oce bad pvea me to take csre 
of for him on the evening previous to bis death at Bwlajos, 
and which 1 was presen'iog as a raeuoriul for bis afflicted 
friends. 

As soon as the box wiis missed I instantly raised the hoe 
and cry, and, reporting the circumstance to my commaixt- 
ing-officer, he ordered the rolls to be called, to eee if mj 
tnan hud deserted ; but no, they were all present. I then 
otTered a reward of forty dollars to any one who would 
briug me the bos and papers, and did not regard the money. 
Instantly the whole camp was in a incive to find the boXt 
and search was mode in ali direction^. 1 of coarse waa i 
idle myself on the occasion ; and having a man or two with 
me, I artdally discovered where the box had been opened, 
for 1 found the inkstand, that had been in it> lying near ft 
heap of wood close to the bank of the river, into which, 
after plundering it, no doubt they had thrown it. I now 
went down to thu town and wiuted on the mayor, offering 
the same reward to any of bis people that wonid try to find 
it in the river; but, unfortunately, just as there wae the 
best chance of recovering it, the order came for us instantly 
to go on board. — Thus was I depriveil of every docnment I 
possessed, both Paymasler's, Quartermaster's, ajid private. 1 
bad fortunately got my Paymaster's accounts made out up 
to the very latest period, and transmitted to the W ar-Offioe, 
or I know not n bat I should have done ; but my duplicates 
were gone, and when aiVemards objections were made to 
some of the items in the charges, (as is always the case.) 1. 
being unable to answer them, wae obligeil to submit to the 
loss of them. I had also several private accounts unclosed, 
on which I lost considerably, so that altogether I calculate 
this loss fiilly amounted to I..100, besides the vexation of 
not having my papers to refer to when wanted. 





PIBLIC CASH. SSI 



1 had been obliged to port with all mj remaining anim&ls 

Mfar next to nothing, for when the French people found we 

: obliged to leave them, they ollered ua the most Bhame- 

It&l trifles possible, hut which we were compelled to take or 

e the animals away. One I did actually make a present 

(, besides my little Portuguese horse before-mentioned. I 

ide a close calculation, and found that my losses in hones 

d mules, from the beginning of 1B12 to June 1814, did 

riiot amount to less than L.150, besides sums that I lost by 

officers who died. By one 1 lost L.B4, and another L.74 

odd, so that, as I said before, itiul I not fortunately been 

appointed Acting Paymaster, I should have been so much 

[ involved, that at this time I durst not have returned to my 

rj^tive country. I do not complain, for most of my losses 

F IVere sent by Providence, who saw bent what was litting 

uid good for nie ; but never, till the Peninsular campaigns, 

were officers obliged generally to provide and keep up their 

own baggage-animals, and from the loss of which I had 

ntfTered so severely ; and 1 cannot but think that rule, 

always acted upon till these campaigns, ought to be conti- 

otwd, M)d that subalterns at least ought to have their bi^- 

I (age always carried at the public expense. 
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We embarked on the 8th Jutj on boonl his MnJNty's 
ship Duhlin, of 74 ^nns, commanded by Captain Etphin- 
stoiie, which took the five companies of my battalion, with 
two compHnies of the 43d. We sailed the next day, I think, 
and liad g<.'nerally fine weather during our voyn^ whidi 
lusted tiU the 18th, when wearriredat Plymouth. Shewas 
)>ut a diUl sailer, or we ought not to huve occupied so many 
days in so short a passag-e. During our voyage, as remu^- 
able an instance of heroic fortitude and bodily strength was 
exhibited by a sailor of this ship as I ever remember to 
have witnessed. He was doing something on the fore-yard, 
and hy some accident he was precipitated into the water, hut 
in hi« full hi« shoulder came in contact with the flue of one 
of the anchorB, by which it was deeply and severely cut. 
The ship was going at about five knots an hour, and it took 




near half an hour before she conld be broDgbt ronnd and n 
boat sent to his assistance ; and notwithstanding' the severe 
cut he hail received, from which the blood was &st stream- 
ing-, he not only cootrived to keep himseir from sinking hj 
liuiFeting with a heavy sea, but aclualJy stripped off his 
jacket in the water, as it seems it had been an encumbrance 
to him. When the boat reached him, the poor fellow was 
nigh exhausted, and a few minutes more would have de- 
prived the ship and the service of an excellent sailor, but 
liaving been got into the boat, he was brought on board 
more dead thou alive, where every attention being paid to 
him, he soon afterwards recovered. 
^ We landed at Plymouth on the I6th, and occupied one 
Hlf the barracks. We did not exactly know what was to 
Ktaeome of ns. Kent being our regimental station, we ex- 
pected to be ordered to march and join the left wing in that 
county, but were still kept nt Plymouth, where we met with 
great kindness and attention from the inhabitants in gene- 
ral, who ore upon the whole, I think, hu excellent and a 
monl people. We abo Gired sumptuously here, every de- 
scription of food being both cheap and good. Fish in parti- 
cuhtr is most abundant and excellent. In short, we were 
here h comfortably and as well quartered as we could de- 
•ire, and every thing tended to make us perfectly satisfied 
witii our lot. We relaxed by attending the theatre occa- 
nonally, which is one of the beat provincial ones in the 
kingdom, and at this time could boast some very good 
actaro. There were a variety of other amusements, such as 
fiahing, &c., which of course ne indulged in occasionally. 
From hence I was called up to London to meet our Colonel, 
the Hon. Sir W. Stewart, to arrange our battalion concerns, 
'. for the few latter years of hurry and confusion, and 
IS at lost got done to the satia&etlon of all con- 



321 ALTHOr's BATT.tIJO!( ORDEKSD TO AMERICA. 

emtii. Hen akw mv b«gu lo nylenkh onr mntrolwb 
triudk, it win cM^f be iaufiaei, w«n &ot tbemust nugni- 
fieeat m tbe «(irld im onr fint aniraL 

Bat wennDotloi^ permitted the pnjoTtnenl of Ea^likb 
MmetTor EnglisliCoiiiforU, for ire lukil scnirel J ItecDft month 
H Plfmaatii till we receired an order to prepare a^in for fit- 
i«ptaefTice,uiii th« nature of that terricelteiDgkeplDpiro- 
fevad Kcret, «« gcarcelv knew what aecessiuy articles of 
tqiitifewt to prepare. The general opiiiion, livwever, ww, 
that MW destiiMlMn was some part of America, raneoqaentlr 
wv eaJMTMirvd to meet all contingvncie^ by preparinf; both 
farawarai and CK^ climate. All bandsof countcnererigw 
ousIt fiM to KDil, in order to be ready when the tuinaiDBi 
amvol, uliirh ire knew- might be rery »ooa expected. An 
•ItvntioD was made in the umngemenl of our battalion. IW 
ttafftrasorderedlo proceed lo join thr other wing at Tburn- 
diSe. which of course included myself, liul Major Mitchell, 
who wss now ajipointfd to tbe citamaml of these fivocooi- 
paniK, was an]i,iou£ to lake mc out wilb hiiii in tbe (*{»■ 
city of acting paymaster, and lo his friendly and eaniMt 
endutTOure, added to the kindne^ of Cantata Janie* T(»- 
rers. who had at 6r%1. intended to apply fur that tilnatioa 
hinuelf, but renounced it on my account, I am itulebtcd fir 
again having an addition of L0«. per dioto made tu my regi- 
nieutol pay dnring the continuance of Mi^icc on thia expe> 

At length the older arrived for our enibarkation, and an 
the 18lL Septeml>er, just two months from the day of our 
arrival in England, onr £re companies ni>ro sent on board 
his .Majesty's ships Fox and Dovpr, lioth fri^tn of iht 
smaller class, and Hhicb had bnen prepared fur tha n>c«ptian 
of troops, by having a part of thur guns taken uuU and 
being, as it is t«rm«il, aruied •• «d dute." The comnuuiiiiitg- 
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icer, with the staff sad three companies, were put on board 
Fox. We laid in ao immense sea atot'k of provisions, 
not knowing how long we might be on the water, but 
fortunately for us we bad scarce)}' put foot on board, when 
order was given to weigh and proceed to sea forthwith, 
^*a that no time was given for the stowing sway of all the 
stock, which had cost us about L.24 per person ; the conse- 
quence was, a great part of it was lost or destroyed, from its 
,|>e>ng knocked about the deck in the midst of the confusion 
bnstle consequent on the crew and the soldiers (stran- 
to each other) being set to work to weigh anchor and 
such a hurry. Little assistance was afforded us 
from the ship on this occasion. We thus lost nearly the 
holt' of what we had been at so much pains to provide ; but 
such things being common occurrences in a life like ours. 
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The force that embarked at the same time with ns, con- 
sisted of the 93d Highlanders, a company of artillery, some 
rocketeer)), a squadron of the 14th light dragoons, without 
horses, and our five companies, the whole under the com- 
mand of General Keane. The good people of Plymouth, 
^«i is customary, cheered us as we left Their shore, wishing 
H the most ample success and good fortune, and which we, 
nrtio bad for BO long a time been in the habit of conquering, 
^id not for a moment admit a doubt of being fully realized. 
We sailed, as 1 said, on the 18th September, and stood 
down the channel with a pretty fair breeze, till we reached 
what are commonly called its " chops," where we encoun- 
tered adverse winds, and blowing a succession of gales (equi- 
noctial, I imagine) which detained na beating otT and on for 
seven days- This was as uncomfortable a beginning of 
|^l«ir service as could well be imagined. High winds, with 
Rtn, and contrary to the way we wished them, were cer- 
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uinly nttber Iryiug to the patience of ns Ifindsmen, and 
there was something in dot situation oii boutl this ship 
nhich did not at all tend to alleTJate our diecomfort. In 
fact, we wished our fortune had placed us on board a trans- 
port rather than where we now found ourselves. All the 
difcipline and strictnessofur^iikr man-of-war was enforced, 
without any of the countervailing^ comforts and tonveni- 
ences usually found on lioard such ships ; and to sach a len^h 
was this carried, thai because our officers sometimes stood 
on the qtiarter-derk, holding on, in the rolling: uf the ship, 
by the hand-ropes which surround the companion, nol onlr 
these, but the ropes which were stretched to prevent peo- 
ple &liing out at the gangway, were ordered to be removed, 
that nothing- should remain by which lubbers like us might 
bold on in the heavy rolls to which the vessel was snhject 
in gales Uke those I have been describing. We were no lesc 
than twenty-four people in the cabin, tweire of our officers 
und twelve gentlemen uf the commissariitt department, ao 
that we were Bufficitntiy crowded, besides being in several 
other respects ill provided. Butall this would have been borne 
with cheeriiilnesE and good-will, had we not expenenced 
such a total want of kiudness and urbanity from a qaarter 
where we leaat expected it, and from which that unkindness 
could be made most effectlia]. 

We lost the fleet during the continuance of these galee. 
but sealed orders having apprized our commander where to 
reodezrouB, we made sail for the Island of Madeira, which 
we reachud on the 9tU October, and where we found the 
Heet. Some of the wags of our other two companies on 
board the Dover, pretending to think we must have been 
cast away and lost, had erased all our names from the army 
list a« defnnct. This rather annoyed some of our folks, but 
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it might have been easily seen it was only & little waggery 
in wliicb they had been indulging theoigelves. 

A (lay or two before we reached Madeira, we fell in with 
D strange Bail, to which we gave chase, and brought her to ; 
the proved to be an Engliiib merchant brig. It was said our 
commander wished to have a little independent cruise; 
which caused him to part from the fleet, and that there was 
a fomed American privateer called the Wasp that had made 
a great number of captures, and which he was anxious to 
fall in with that he mig-ht take her. Had such a thing oc- 
curred as the Wasp appearing in sight, and we had given her 
chase, I could have compared it to nothing but to a vulgar 
simile which I have sometimes heard used, that of a cow 
cnd«iaronring to catch a hare, for indeed she was, I believe, 
one of the fastest siulers that had ever been known, while 
we, OD the contrary, were in comparison just hke the cow 
to the iiare. This also must have been a piece of waggery 
oa the part of those who first set such a report afloat, for 
no maD in his senses would have ever thought of chasing 
pnrateerG with the Fox frigate at the time of which I am 
now writing. I regret I did not go on shore on this beau- 
tiful island, the town and scenery of which were most invi- 
ting, but as our stay was only to be so very short, it was 
scarcely north white. 

We sailed again on the 11th, after having iirst got a cask 
of excellent Madeira wine from the house of Messrs Gor- 
don and Co. This was the best, 1 think, I ever drank. 
We stood almost due south, passing pretty close to Tenerifle 
and the other Canary IsIot, until we fell in with the trade- 
winds, when we kept more away towards the south-west. 
Our Toyage now became delightful, for a gentle and refresh- 
ing, but constant and steady breezCj carried us on at the rate 
of about Are or six knots an hour, without having o 
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Iitudlj to ftlter a»ul or rope. We paesed to the tropic of Capri- 
corn on the 15th October, when onr sailors prepared to in* 
ilulge ill the same innocent bnt amusing ceremonies that nrc 
adopted on crossing the equator. Neptune, with his Am- 
phitrite, got dressed in full costume, and every other app«n' 
dage bcin^ rendf , it only now remained that the command- 
er's sanction should be obtained to their commencing the 
imposing ceremony; but no ! his godship was dismissed in 
no very courteous manner, and told to go and attend to his 
duty. ThuB the fiat of a greater than Neptune, even in his 
own element, reduced him from the godlike rank he held 
to that of n mere forecastle sailor ; and thus trem bU ODf 
expectations frustrated. In all the other ships of the fleet 
the amuGemeiit was tarried on with the greatest good htl- 
monr, as we could plainly perceive with our glasses. 

On the ISth, we passed pretty near the Isle of St An- 
tonio, the westernmost of the Cape Verde Isles, and tiea 
hearing off still rather more to the west, we kept our courae 
generally at about 12 or 13 north latitude, and in this man- 
ner crossed the Allantic. 

From the time that we had entered between the tropics, 
we had seen numerous shoals of flying fish, some of whirl), 
when closely pursued, (by the dolphin generally,) wrtmlly 
fell on board our ship. A very nccurnte drawing of me of 
these was made by one of our lieutenants, a friend of mine, 
who, I believe, has it to this day. They were generally 
nl>ont the size of a herring, and much resembling that fish 
in shape and colour, with two fins projecting f rom behind 
their gills, nearly as long as their body. Tliese are their 
wings, with which they can fly generally for 100, or 1 50, or 
sometimes 200 yards, when they fiill again into the wmter. 
We also caught a dolphin about this time, i 
having harpooned it from (he bow of the ship ; hut I 




I.<cansiderably disappoiutcd in dnding it did not exceed irom 
Ltwenty-four to lliirly iauhea ia length ; and the hues of it, 
Ltbough bi>BUtiful when dying, by no meane answered my 

- November, we made the island of Barbadiiee, 
lod anchored in Carlisle Buy, off Bridgetown, the capital of 
e island. It ie not easy to describe the effect which is 
>duced on an European the first time be beholds the 
NUties of a tropical country, and which, I think, he does in 
the greatest perfection while they are yet distant from him. 
Robertson's deGcription of Columbus's first new of a West 
India island is, I think, as correct anil as beautiful as any 
thing ran possibly be ; and his feehngs for the moment 
(heightened inilecil by the circumstance of his having at 
length attained to his lon^-looked-for Western India) will 
Jeecribe pretty nearly what every one must feel, who has not 
before beheld the productions ofalropicalelimate. Butohl 
how is the scene changed when }'«u get on shore I Nature 
indeed is still beautiful and rich beyond the conception of 
a northern native; but man — how fallen 1 Here (I think 
I shall not for err if 1 gay) you behold man in his lowest 
■late : the savages of the wooils are, in my opinion, much 
higher in the scale of being than those whom our cursed 
cupidity has introduced to all our vices, without one allevi- 
sting virtue to counterbalance the evil. But how could the 
poor Africans leam any thing that is good from those who 
do not practise good themselves P 

One of our people while here said, " he thought the men 
wer« all rogues, and the women all unfaithful." Of the 
siftTe population the latter is certainly a correct [lescriptian, 
almost universally, in Bridgetown : for, with shame be it 
ui, their masters and mistresses calculate upon their 
h M if they were brood-mares, by the number and the 
o2 
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<le«cription of n-retcbeil beings wbicb they can bring' into 
Ibis world of misery. Whol ipdeed could yon aspect frcm 
those who ciui thus ai-t, and those who ganction such con- 
duct, but the like treatment that Mr Shrewsbury met with, 
if yon etidearour to «how them to ttiemeclres or to others 
in B true light ? While the strong man armed keepeth his 
castle, his goods are in peace ; but let another endeavour to 
bind this etrong- man, and take his goods from him, and 
ubi what a resistance may not be expected I Let the AV«et 
Indians have slaves whom they mny treat a« cattle for their 
own gain and profit, even if it be at the expense of the gooU 
of ilie poor wretches wliom they thus destroy ; but endea- 
\'Onr to show these degraded human beings that they are 
capable of being raised to a level with their unfeeling and 
avaricious masters, and you may shortly expect ihe fcte of 
Ik Smith or a Shrewsbury, so r^ardless are these dealers in 
human flesh of their duly aa men who must soon render an 
uccount of all their actions. 

It may lie said, that I saw little, while here, but the very 
worst of eoeiety, and this may in ii great measure be true; 
Kul it is evident that such things were doue and sanction- 
• d at Bridgetown when 1 was there, in 1SI4, as led me to 
pray that my lot might never be cast among such peopie. 

I now glnilly turn from this scene of vice and miser?, 
and pursue my narrative. 

Id the bay at this place a. hulk was stationed for the re- 
ception of prisoners of war. Onr boats usually passed pretty 
near it on going on shore for water. A number of Ame- 
ricans were on board as prisoners. On one occasion, or 
more, I belicre, "they called out to onr fellows as they pa^- 
cd under her stem, " So yon have come ont from Enf hmd 
to attack onr country, hare you ? I hope yon have 
brought your coffins with yon, for you will need them he- 
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fom you return." Am!, in truth, many of those fine fellows 
to whom thiH iDMilently coarse but patriotic ^peerh was ad- 
dictsed, ilid indeed require cofiiiis before the businesB we 
were going upon was finished. 

We left Barbadoe« on the — , and, pttssing' down through 
the midet of the islands, we left St Lucia on our left and 
Martinico on our right banil. We also passed close to 
Doroinioi and Guadaloupe, with seveml smaller islands 
whifh 1 do not recollect, and, keeping to the southward, 
passed St Christopher's, Santa Cruz, Porto Rico, and St 
Domingo, having a line view of the whole as we moved de- 
ligtitfuUy along. This latter large island took us more than 
liro days in passing; but on the 21st we came in sigbt of 
Jamaica, the chief of our West India poescssionsi We stood 
off and on near to Port-Royal till the 2:3d, when we made 
nil to the westward, and on the 35th came to anchor in 
Neigri] Bay, at the extreme west end of the island of Ja- 
maica. Here we found several sail both of men-of-war and 
tntnsports, having on board the troops which bad been en- 
gaged in the operations agaiast Washington and Baltimore, 
&c^ and consisting of the 4th, Slst, 44lb, and 65ih regi- 
ments, with sogie artillery. They were not strong indeed, 
baring been considerably reduced by their late arduous ser- 
vices : but their numbers, added to ouni, we thought quite 
mfficieDt to enable us to make a descent upon the Ameri- 
can coast near New Orleans, which it was now whispered 
wM our destination : indeed this bad been conjectured trom 
the time we left Englund, but nothing certain was known, 
aad evtn now it was not ufTicially made public. A day or 
two afler our arrival here, twoof the West India regiments 
also joined us, the 1st and 6th, at least a part of both ; so 
t we now mustered a respectable force. Admiral Sir 
I Alexander Cochran commanded the naval part of the ex- 
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pvtlition, be being here on onr amval on hoard the Tonmint 
rt4 ; serenil Bmulier vessels also, wilbstures, &C. &c. jmned 
us from Port-HoyaJ. When the wbule were collecl^d to- 
gether, we felt prond of our fine force, which we vainlj 
imB^neil nothing we should bare to encounter could with- 
stand for B moment : but the battle ia not slwaj^s to the 
strong; and we were shortly after painfully remiadttd <rf 
this trulb. Bat 1 mwA not anticipate, — evil alwajrs coWM 
uarly enough. 

During our elaj here, I went on shore for a few hours, 
Hnd visited some of the &nns or plantations. Indeed, 
while we remained, the place where we landed was gene- 
r-ally like a fair ; for the inhabitants had assembled in gr««t 
numbers, bringing with them live stock and ponlny and 
vegetables, &c. for sale, all of which were greedily bought 
up at prices high enough, I wamint you. The vegetation 
Dt this place was most lu.xuriant, even in this the middle of 
winter almost ; but I apprehend this was the finest seeaoD 
(jf the year, for it was not at all intolernbly hot, and even 
thing had the appearance which our coimtry asjumes in the 
height of summer. An accident occurred whilst we oon- 
tinued here, iihicii had nigh proved serionsi The Alcaste 
frigate, one day, in shifting her berth, run with her head 
right on hoard the Dover, where our other two companiea 
were on hoard. She cut her up from the stern into the 
cabins, not less I am sure at the top than ten feet. Two 
cif our people were in the cabin at the time playing at bsck- 
gummon, and were not a little astonished to see the prow of 
iinother large vessel tearing its way right into the very place 
where they were sitting. 

On the 29th, signal was made to weigh, when the wbolu 
got imder way, and stArted in fine style ; our now gallant 
lleet covering the ocean for many miles. We kept along 
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Ml the Eoutb aide of Cuba, and on the -Sd Deceml)er mad« 
Cape St Antonio, the westernmost point of tbat large island. 
From hence wo now stood lo the northward, crossing rigbt 
•thwart the Gulf of Mexico. During our &tsy at BarbaJoe^ 
we had [lurchased a lire sheep aod a pig, as we feared our 
Block might run out before we land»l. The dieep was pro- 
tluctlTO of great aniuBcment to our messtnates, at the cx< 
peoBe of the poor caterer. In all hot climaCeR, I believe, 
the wool of the sheep becomes In course of time more like 
Uie bitir of u goat than what it really is> This was the 
owe in the present instance, mont of our people declaring 
Utej would nut eat of such an animal, which was, as they 
conjectured, a sort of mule bred between a sheep and a goat ; 
wliilo the poor caterer was like to have the sheep thrown 
«n his hand. This produced many a bickering, even after 
it was known that such was the case in warm climates i for 
they kept up the fun as long as possible, always trying to 
Iteep the unfortunate caterer in hot water about it. The 
^eep was killed, and j)rDduce<l excellent mutton — not fat 
indeed, but eatable. We were not so fortunate, however, 
with our pig ; it appears it must have been diseased — what, 
I believe, is usually termed measly. It was dressed with- 
out this being known, and eaten ; and the consequence was, 
•U the twenty-four of our mess, except myself and another 
were literally poisoned. In the miildle of the night, when 
k Iwgan to take effect, the most distressing scene took 
pkce imaginable, and thtf medical meu were kept busily 
wnployed for a considerable time afterwards preparing and 
adtninislering emetics, which providentially hail the desirod 
effect on all, for in a short time the whole recovered ; but 
bad medical assistance not been promptly administered, the 
cbances are some of them would have sulTered. Its etTecti 
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were something like cholem morbus, working bolh up a 
down in Ibe most violent manner. 

On the 10th December we made Ibe American coast 
Mobile, where we fiOl in with a vessel, on bonwl of which 
WHS Colonel Nichols of thi^ marines, with three or four 
Indian chieh of the Creek nation, lu which people be had 
been for some time previously nttachetl, they being then n 
war with the Americans, and consequently our allies. They 
came on board our ship, and were ghoH-n every thing cari- 
ous ; bat their reason for visiting us was, that they mi^t 
see our riiles, for they considered themselves good shots, 
an<] wished to examine onr arms, with which they did not 
express themselves over-satisfied, ns they had been accus- 
tomed to see no other description of rifles than those nsed 
by the Americans, whiih are both much longer and hea- 
vier, but carry a much smaller ball. Indeed ihey had nercr 
seen any military rifles, hut only such as the abore, and 
which are constructed solely for the purpose of killing 
deer and other game. The gallant colonel endeavoured to 
amuse us a little on this occasion with the wonderful feats 
of his proteg^. He told ns, that they being generally very 
short of balls, were always very careful how they expended 
them in hunting ; and that their rule was never to fire nt 
a deer, until it was in Ihe net of passing between them and 
a tree, that, should (he ball go through its body, as it some- 
times dill, it might li>dge in the tree on the other side, and 
they would then go and pick it out, and recast it. ^ 
thought he ought to have told that story to his own corjw 
the marines ; for I believe he did not get many of ns to 
give implicit credit to so wonderful a tnle. They w 
most grotesque-looking figures ; most of them were dressed 
in some old red coots, which they hail got hold of bv some 
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means, with cocked hats of the old fashion. These I be- 
liere bod been given them hy some of our people, for they 
were English maoubcture. But they had tremendous 
lai^ ring^, &c. hnng in their eara, the laps of which were 
atretcbe'l nearly to their shoulders ; some of them also wore 
rings in their noses ; and some of them were without any 
sort of lower garments, having nothing bnt a sort of doth 
tied ronnd their waist, which passed through between tbeir 
tegs and &£tened before. These people it wns intended 
sbotdd bring their warriors to join ua near New Orleans ; 
but, owing to some cause with which I am nut acquainted, 
none but these three or four chiefe ever came near us. 

t. Oo the 11th we anchored near the Chandeleur Islands, 
■t the entrance into I^e Ponchartratu. But it was dh' 
ooTered that the Americans had some gun-vessels, which, 
on account of their draiving only little water, had been 
stationed in this lake for its protection, and on our appear- 
unce had retired nearer to New Orleans. It was necessary 
that these should be previously dispose of in some manner, 
before the diaeilibarkolion of the troops could with safety be 
effected. None of our ships could follow tbem on account 
uf the sboolness of the lake. An urder was therefore issued 
for all the meoHif-war to prepare their boats for an attack 
on these vessels, the chief command of which was given to 
Captain Lockyer of the Sophia gun-brig. On the morning 

uf the , they therefore assembled for this purpose, and 

pushed up the lake in search of the gun-vessels, which were 
discovered moored near some islands called by the natives, 
" Les Isles Malheureuse," or the " Unfortunate Islands," 
and which form the entrance from Lake Ponchartrain 
into I^ake Borgne, or Blind Lake. No tine was lost in 
attacking this formidable flutilia, consisting of ressels cnr- 
r}-ing from five to six guns each, and commanded by a lien- 
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^ Amtrricaii nnrr, namal by tliem Coromotlore 
Jom«. A tnMt dMrnuinel Mid galknt rtfiutance wa» uwde 
bj (be Aineri<:aiis : but superior Dumbers, with eqiial, if 
not mpvrior miinig:? ftiid Kotnatisbip. girevailed, uid in a 
ahpTt spnce of lime the whole were cmptnred. Both Uui 
mmmaiHlsots were gyverely wouoded, with a great nniB- 
ber of ofEc«n and men killed and wounded. Nothing 
eooM ex<:««d the gallant intrepidity, 1 undentand, with 
which our b<mt« adraac^d to the attack; for, from exjw- 
n^nce I am well cunvinced, the fire from tho«e gun-veMaU 
mtiet have t>e«n inwt destructive ; for belter ahotg, «itJker 
•rilb artillery or Einall snuR, do not e\ist than the ABieri- 
cans. Onlers were now issued for the army to prepare to 
land; but the distance, from where we hod been obliged 
tmia sboal water to ttoy to the ton-ii, being ai great, it was 
determined lo form a sort of depot on a small island, near 
the mouth of the Pearl River, called Pine I«knd ; and &r- 
tfaer lo &cilitate the transport of the troops, small brigs, 
&C. were sent as farvp the lake as possible, bio wbl^ the 
troops were put soccessirely from the larger Te^ekt and 
from whidi they generally took their departure tat tit9 
above island. 

On the 15tb our people left the Fox, and were aoved 
up the lake into one of the brigs before noticed, wliera »e 
were packed in us tight as herrings, there being near 400 
men on board a Httle thing scarcely caleulated to contun 
the fourth of that number, nnil where then< was not lite* 
rally room to lie down. But, on the lOtb, we w«i« n- 
lieved fcom this rather close confinement : and beiiig pnt 
on board of long boots, we pushed off for the island, which 
lay at a consideiable distance, notwithstanding the mea- 
sures that liad been adojited to shorten our voyage. The 
weather proved extremely rough and unpleasant, which 
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aiitbor's division sent to pine island. S3T 

rendered our trip neither over-safe nor comfortable ; and to 
tneod the matler, the feamen on board our boat were rather 
in the wind, and did not manage her bo well as was desi- 
Table ; for, poor fellows, thej had heen engaged in this 
fittigning service for several days, (a considerable number 
of the troops having been previously landed,) and were 
consequently the more easily prevailed opon to indulge 
when grog came in their way. Our middy too was quite 
worn out with fatigue, and slept nearly all the time we 
were on board. Our boat whs several times on the ]K)int 
of being swamped, for the water rame in quite plentifully 
on occasions of her being laid down by sudden squalls. An- 
other boat, which accompanied us, had her mast carried 
■way. 

We landed on the island before mentioned in the even- 
ing, and of course looked out for the best shelter we could 
find. But it was a complete desert ; nothing but reeds 
gnw on it, except a few stunted and Kcrubby bushes at the 
lower end of it. It came on a inoxt severe {met during the 
night, which I understand caused the death of several of 
the sailors, who had indulged perhaps a little too freely, 
■ltd had lain down without any covering. Some of the 
poor hiacki also, I understand, suffered in consequence of 
the severe cold, a thing with which they were totally unac- 
quainted, and against which they were ill provided, having 
nothing but their light and thtn West India dress to keep 
it out. It was laughable the next morning to see them 
cxuaining so intently the ice which had been formed un 
the pools near our bivouack. They could not conjecture 
what it was ; some of them asserting it was salt ; while 
the greater part were totally at a loss respecting it. I had 
by great good luck got into a sort of but belonging to some 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

ProcHil to attack ibc EoEiny, and c^ture am of thsir picquM* — Ad- 
vnnre in March of ■ Blrnuack — Alanneil bj nhiits Id froDt — Rnd 
no bj an Amrricna Khoon«r— Capt^n Hallen Kvcnlf altackeil— 
Maavuvrnon both udn — Rum of the En cm)'— Fighting eontinae*— 
Eociar rfpulud U all poiou — Courage of the Brillah — A Brilbh 
Batlo-y brought into pluy— Activity of tliF EnemT- 

By the 21sl, the whole army had been landed on IhU 
islanil, when they were told off into brigfldes, and inspect- 
ed bj the Geoeral. During our slay here, about five or aix 
French Americans, (the natives of New Orleans, or neigb- 
hourfaood,) arrived as friends, aod totd ns that there were 
■cartelr any troops in the district ; so that we hiul nothing 
Id do but to land on the opposite side, and march right on 
to the town, and that the inhabitants would welcome ua 
mon cordially, and that no resistance might be expected^ I 
did not, I confess, put much confidence in their informo- 
tion, and believed at the time, that they come more bs 
^ies than with any riew of befriending, as they pretended, 
our cause. More correct information was obtained from 
Spanish fishermen, nho had been following their occupa- 
tion at the niouih of a creek on the New Orleans side of 
the lake, snd wiio had come across, I believe, at the sug- 
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gcstion of Major Pedilte, onr auistsnt Quart ermaster-gene- 
nil, who had been despatched (o find otit a suitable landing- 
place for the arm}-. From one of them, I tesmed aflenwd* 
that there were troops in the (own, commanded liy General 
Jackson, and that a battery of two gnns bad been erecicd 
on the road, by which we must advance. What they told 
the General, I do not know, but fancy he saw no reason to 
alter his plans, from the information of either pnrly. Erny 
thing being ready by the morning of the 22d, the advance 
guard, commanded by Colonel Thornton, and consisting of 
the 85th and 95th regiments, with two light three-pound ers, 
•ome artillery and some rocketeers, accompanied by a few 
artilicers to repair bridges, &Cy embarked on board the boats, 
that hod been assembled for the purpose — two companies of 
the 93d followed us ; these troops occupying the whol* of 
the boats that could be mustered in the fleet, consequently 
the remainder of the army had to remain where they vere 
till the return of the boats. The distance was not less, I 
should think, than from thirty to forty miles. We pushed 
off about two o'clock p.m., the wind being ftvoumble for a 
considerable part of the way, but it tailing, the men w*re 
obliged to commence with the oars. We were completely 
wedged b, so that there was no moving, let the call be ever 
90 urgent. I suffered much from a severe pain in ray side, 
from being obliged to remain so long in the same position ; 
but we endeavotuvd to divert the tedium in the best man- 
ner we could by amusing stories, &c. My luck placed me 
on board the Bang-Up, a fine cutter belonging to the ailmi- 
ral, and commanded by a countryman of mine, a Lieute- 
nant Foster of that ship. We did not reach the mouth of the 
creek, or bayou, ns it is called by the natives, till a long time 
alter dark. As we approached it, some light boats were sent 
forward with Captain Trovers of ours and his companj', to 
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endeavour to surprise a regiment of the enemy, which ne 
knew were Htutioncd in some huts &t the mouth of the 
creek, and which huts belonged to the Spanish 6«hennen 
before mentioned. From the information thej guve, the 
best arrongeinents possible were made for effecting- this; 
fcr Tiavers, moring silently on, and landing- his men at the 
opposite ends of the hamlet, there remained no way of 
escape open for the troops in the bouses. As soon as all 
- was reaily, they rushed forward and Eecured the whole 
; picquet without a single shot being fired, with the excep- 
tion of two men, who preferred venturing into the marsh, 
in rear of the huts, where it is not improbable they perish- 
ed. The duty was conducted so quietly, and so expedi- 
tiously, that very few of the other troops knew any thing 
of the matter ; but this alone secured us a landing without 
, opposition, for had d liriiig been begun on either side, it 
I ^, must have alarmed the American army, who, no doubt, 
I would have used their endeavours to oppose our landing. 

: soon after began to enter the creek, but such was 

^ the darkness of the night, and the shoalness of the water, 

■^And such the uncertainty of the way by which we had tu 

^.|kri>CGud, that very little progress was made during the re- 

^jnainder of the night; daylight, however, enabled us to 

yaove forward at a brisker pace, but from the obstacles that 

d presented themselves iu the dark, the siiuadron of boats 

IS Badly dispersed ; end when we reached the head of the 

^,-CKek, only two or three of the light boats, with the staff 

1 naval officers, had arrived, and considerable intervals of 

time elapsed between the arrival of the different boats with 

troops ; BO that hod the enemy been aware of our intention, 

^.and had they had a force of a few hundred men hid in the 

Jiigh reeds which grow in this marsh, they might, I am 

L persuaded, have cut us off in detul, for from the causes be- 



MAKE nUSONSR A MILtTtA MiJOR. 



^ 



I 
I 



fmt mm/6omti, W» t«* bntt wra infficiently new to assist 
MAMkf; 

W« («t e« ^«c aboBt u hour after darlight ; and ngb( 
gU WW I to W-«aaU*d ta fUetch m; l^gs, whicb Iwd 
s fer tbe last Bucleen baun. As soon 
d had landed, and a few ptanks 
adwp rill aitucb we had to cross, we 
b the higli ptvnnd. Captain Trarerg' 
I, in onler to magnify the appearance 
of onribrw, sbonild any cMicealed American be looking on, 
we extended oar files to duolile tbe nsiia] distsi)c«, and thiu 
pMwd throngb a wood which slurt«d the ewamp, and which 
it was necessarr to trarers« hcAire we could reach tbe open 
coSRlTT', whicb we did about six miles below New Orieang. 
As coon a» onr aJi-once clewvd this wood, tbey observed a 
good-louking fartu tmsttnd, luwanls whicb they moved in 
double ^ick time, anil arrived just in time to seiie and 
malcc prisoner a Monsieur Villcrey, a major of tbe mili- 
tia, just then setting off to join his ppoplc. We heard (bat 
I will not vouch for tbe truth of the ivport) that a consi- 
derable body of the enemy had been BSsemblt^d on tbe bigb- 
road, near to Monsieur Villerey*s house, but on learning that 
we had landed, and were moving rapidly forward, they se- 
parated, one pEkTt retiring towanis the town, while the other 
went down the river. Our adrance now moved on with 
celerity, and dashing on to the dilTerent farm-houses in tlie 
neighbourhood, seized several groujis of arms at each of 
them, which it seems bad either boen abandoned by tbe 
troops to whom they belonged, or had been collected there 
for some military purpose. They captured at some of these 
farm-housea to the amount of twelve or twenty stand ; and 
in all not less than bhy. 

Monsieur Villcrey unfortunately contrived to make his 
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' Mcape, through the too great leniency of one of our li«u- 
tenants. I think the most probable opinion respecting the 
arms nnd the troops assembled near Monsieur Villerey's is, 
tbst it was the militia of the district just nt that moment 
amemliling-, which will nut only account for the arms being 
found in such numberB, (under the veranilas of the bouses,) 
but also for Monsieur Villerey himself being then on Iht 
p<nnt of setting out in bis wnrlike costume, and the num- 
ber of men which wcri' observed near his bouse. 

About twenty militiamen were also captured in und 
about these bouses. Except there, the whiles bud all aban- 
doned their houses ; but a considerable number of black 
slaves remained at each, whether of their own accord, or 
left to protect the properly, and occasionidly conrey inform- 
ation to their roasters, I know not. As soon as our advance 
had sufficiently reconnoitred the adjacent houses, &g. the 
whole of the troops moved on past the house of Monsieur 
^'^lerey, and turning to tbo right, followed the great road 
to New Orleans for about half a mile, till a suitable piece 
of ground presenting itself in the neighbourhood of some 
other fiirm-houses, the whole turned in to a green field a 
short distance from the road, and forming into close co- 
lumns of battalions, commenced bivouacking for the night. 
The road ran partly on, and partly alongside of the river 
(like. Immediately between the troops and the river, this 
dike was perhaps about three feet high. On our right was 
:i farm-hniise, and a little to the right and front another — 
ibe latter a pretty lai^e one — all these, and indeed all the 
farm-houses in this neighbourhood, are surrounded at one 
end by the huts of the slaves, and generally on the other 
by barns and other out-buibUngs, and in the rear a garden 
iir orchard. The ground in all this country, which is per- 

I iiMtly fiat, apparently of alluvial formation, is divided into 
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prepare at dusk to relieve tbe picquet in advance ; and m 
I messed with Captain Hallen'e cora{)any, I accompanied it 
on this duty. 1 did not g-o with the mQin body of tbe com- 
pany, there being- no house at that post, but with one flec- 
tion, commanded by Lieutenant Forbes, and we occupied a 
small house to the right, and a little to tbe rear of Captain 
Hallen'fl party, which was stationed on the great rood. The 
company of tbe 85th occnpied the large fann-liouse before- 
mentioned, a little to the rig-ht and front of the column. I 
had purchased an excellent turkey on our arrival at Mon- 
sienr Villerey'e house, which we bad dressed at this little 
bouse, and made a most hearty meal indeed, after which wa 
took each a tot or horn of grog to comfort ns. 

We had not long finished our comfortable meal, when we 
ira% astounded by the report of heavy on! nance, apparently 
dam to the bivouack of the column, and which reports fol- 
Icrwed each other in cjuick succeseion. A cheer was also 
given, bat by whom, or what tbe occasion of the firing was, 
we were totally at a loss to conjecture. I at first imagined 
it was some of our men-of-war that had been able to pass 
the forts down the river, and that they were firing' a salute 
■nd cheering in conseqaence ; and yet this seemed a strangre 
conjecture ; but we did not long remain in suspense, for we 
were soon after informed of the real state of the case, that . 
itwasalar^ American schooner, with at least fourteen guns, 
and which she had been enabled to bring to bear upon our 
onfortunBte bivouack with the most deadly precision, great 
ntunbers having fallen at ber first broadside. The troops of 
eanne dispersed in some measure, leaving their fires, whioh 
had too well served as a direction for tbe fire of this terrible 
achoaner. But the time was not ^ distant when we should 
have other enemies to encounter ; for by the time the 
•cbooner h^ fired a dozen broadsides, a noise waa beard iii 
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r froDl : and jut «t this mompnt >ii Americsn tras 
r * man from Captain [lallen's post, who had 
e r%fat into the centre of bis picquet, aad ask- 
img if ibej cooU tell him trhich war tlie r^^ulus bad gone. 
TIh thowed titat he was a joaag Mildj^r, xLo did not 
know our troops frcwa his own ; bat it also showed that the 
regulars which he was seekii^ could not be &r distant ; 
consequently, eretj thing was pot re*iy to giwe tfa*m the 
btat reception ptsnUe ; hot as ibe p«tple we had heard in 
front of the post where I then was appeared to he rather 
to oor right, I feared lest they mi^t get onawares npon the 
company of tbe SAth, which was stationed in the &mi be- 
hind OS. I conseqaeDlly ECt off widi all dispatch to gire 
them timely warning, but when I arriTed there, I cotild 
not find tbe officera, nor could I see wliere the ptcqnet was 
posted : I therefore thought they must be on the alert at 
the bottom of the garden, nhich lay in the direction in 
which we heard the noiee ; and meeting here aq officer and 
several of onr men, who had nio*ed in this direction, from 
■ he fire of tbe choaner, I told him I wss certain that 
Hallen would be shortly most Tigoronsly attacked, finm the 
information 1 had learnt respecting tbe regnlars, and ad- 
rised him to collect all tbe men he could, and proceed forth- 
with to reinforce bim at the adraoce. This he instantly 
did, and it was well, for by this time the firing had com- 
menced in Tolleys at that post. I then returned to the 
picqnet-honse, where 1 had previonsly dined, and fonnd the 
officer was going round his aentriea ; bnt as the firing was 
going briskly on at Hallen 'a post, I expected erery moment 
lo be attackeil here, anil began, in the absence of the officer, 
to post the men as advantageonsly as the nature of the 
1,'round would sdmit. 

The bouse stood on a little path, or bye-road, nmaing 
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across the coantry, from the river towards the wood, aad 
which, before he coulil get iDto, the enemy would have to 
clamber orer a railing which lay on the side from which 
they were advancing. On the liither side of the road was a 
ditch, with a hedge, almost the only one to be met with, 
aad a little copse of small trees. Into this copse I put the 
men, extending them along the inside of the hedge, which 
would not only keep them from the view of the enemy, 
but be some little protection from their lire, and would leave 
them the more at liberty to retreat when overpowered by 
numbers, as it was certain they must shortly be. But all 
my labour was in vain, for when Forbes came from visiting' 
hia sentries, he di<l not approve of my disposition, but took 
them all out, and formed them on the open road, without 
any cover, and with a hedge and ditch in their rear, both of 
which they would be compelled to pass the moment the 
enemy pressed upon him. I felt annoyed, not only at his 
wast of courtesy to me, but that he would thus expose his 
men to almost certain destruction, without being able to 
efftct any thing against the enemy, or at all check his ad- 
vance. I accordingly lei^ him in a hulf, and went again to 
try to find the picqiiet of the S5th in the house behind us. 
I was determined to make a more close and thorough 
search than I had done before, and for this purpose went 
over the gates, &c. into the yard behind, when lo, I found 
myself ttithio a yard or two of a strong body of the enemy, 
which bail got into the ganlen at the lower end, and wera 
just advancing to the house. I crouched down, and hid in 
the best manner I could, and luckily was enabled to creep 
off without their discovering who I was. Just as 1 reached 
the outer gate, I found a sergeant of ours there, to whom I 
said, we must set off with all possible speed ; and accord- 
ingly we both took to aur heels, and ran like heroes ; the 
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ttowe of «hkh li rmhl Ac Cn af nrstr cr Uwty hAcs 
■ftg BB, to Itkay w i t h a t el e ct . 

I nnw made Um bcM a£ mt ssf ta««r4» olMn I JB<le«d 
lb* Bwn hod;r ^ *'*'' f ' °f fa vsVk ott ibe fraat rad, in 
cmkr t0 adorm Coloatl Tbontaa of wlut I k^ wen, gf 
llut coJunii of th« ■— y '■■*™S P)* fi— imiiw of the 
booM and gardn 1 had jwt left, and bgr dnia; vkklt ihey 
bad naarif tifofBtod tbe ad*WMx fK^oat fron tfce msaji 
lij. He wid be bad aeat two ix— yaniea of ours, and two 
~ ~ « 86tb, to tb# hoBie imwedialriy in tbe rear of tbis 1 
k of, and ID a abort time aftcrwarda ibey and ttie Ame- 
( caine into doae contact, fw ibey immediately oom- 
d firing ; and where as itrange a dMcnption of fight- 
ing todc place aa ia perLipe on tvconl. 

The enemy aoon discovered from »ome men, whom tbey 
had nnfortunately taken, what the re^menta were that 
were oppoaud tu lliom — and with all that cunning which 
the Vankeea are famed for, instantly turned it to the best 
account — for in several places tbey ailTanced in bodiesi 
crying tmt at the same time, " Come on, my brave 85th I" 
or " My lirnve 9&lh I" and thus induced aereral of our 
small iletuclieil parties to go over the rails to them, suppo- 
ning they were Bonie of our own people, when of course 
they wore instantly made prisoners. This rate did not 
always succeed, however, for some of the parties turning 
restive on their bands, refused to surrender, and thus a 
Hght hand to hand took place, and in which tbey generally 
luiil the worst of it. 

On one occasion of this kind our people made a body of 
them prisoners. The men and oiBcers being reqaested to 
lay down their arms, the ofiicer, after surrendering, when 
he saw there were not many of our people, drew n sort of 
dirk ur knife, and made a stab at the officer of ours who 
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h&d taken tim. We instantly cried oul to the men new 
him, one of whom took up his riSe and shot the villiun 
through the body. They had before this time brought two 
of their regular battalions close in front of our advance, 
which did not consist of more than 100 men, and were 
pouring in dreadful roUeya into that small hut gallant de< 
tachment ; bnt even in this they sboned themselves young 
soldiers, for they formed up the two battalions in line at 
aboat forty or fifty yards in distance from the post, and 
g»vc the words " ready — present — fire," with all the preci- 
sion of a field-day ; but being so near, of course every word 
I was beard by our people, who, at the critical mom^tr 
"ilwaya took care to cleave aa close to the ground as possi- 
Ue, by which they escaped most of their shot. They then 
^p and at them, and, pouring in a desultory bnt most de- 
TrirnctiTe fire, brongbt great numbers of them to the ground. 
"Their force, however, was too great to be opposed succesfl' 
■Silly by such a handiiil of men, and these brove fi^llowB 
*^irere at length compelled to yield a little ground ; but it 
I waa not more than just to enable them to cover themBelves, 
' tnd form again in proper order ; and from this time all the 
efforts of these two battalions were unable to remove them. 
Indeed, not long after, our people became the assaiUnts, 
^ and, advancing again, retook their original position. Poor 
^L^Hallen was severely wounded on ihia occasion, and loet 
^|P«boDt forty of his men. 

^■^ Two or three naval captains came also to see the fight at 
Hallen's post, one of whom soon fell severely wounded. 
The other, the gallant captain of the Dover frigate, with 
whom part of our people went out, and with whom we all 
came home, behaved most nobly. Whenever the enemy 
had fired their volley, be cried, " Now, my lade, up and 
gire them another broadside [" and thus contributed, by hia 
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anitnutitig conduct, to inspire all aronnd him with conG> 
dence. 

Poor Forlies just met the fate that 1 expected. He stood 
upon the rand, and opened his fire npon the enemy as thcr 
npproorliod ; Lul iht^v heing- perliups more than twraty 
times his namlier, h« was instantlj compelled to f;ive nav, 
after being himcelf wonnded, having his Eer^eent killed, 
and losing nearly tlie half of his men. The schooner all 
this time kept np a most galling and incessant fire. Some 
attempts were made with our light three- pounders, and 
nith rockets, and even with smsll-amiB, to coropt'l her to 
sheer off, but they were all in vain. Her m^n. protected 
by her stout linlwwks which snrrounded them, defied all 
our efTorls, and continued to poor in both round sod grape 
wherever they judged, from the direction of the fire, our 
people were ftlationed. Luckily the darkness of the night 
rendered her fire less destructive than it would otherwiae 
have been. 

A considerable hody of the enemy had penetrated to the 
house immediately on tbv right of our original bivouaefc, 
where the firing was kept up between them and the putiee 
opposed to them with great Kpirit for a long time ; hut the 
General, having detached the 4th regiment to form line M 
little to the rear and right of that house, completely secured 
that, fluik from being farther turned. Notwithstsmllng this, 
the skirmishers of both armies extended to the wood, some 
of whom we found lying the next morning almost lunching 
pRcb other. The firing now began to slacken, the enemy 
having been repulsed at all points, 'and, towards three oVlock 
in the morning, it had completely ceased, when they retired, 
leaving us in possession of the warmly -con tested (ieH. 

My battalion Lad been extremely unfortunate in this 
action ; for almost at the very outset, when the attack on 
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OUB LOSS AMOUNTS TO 300 MEN. 

HalleH'B pic{[aet commenced, Mujor Mitchell, i 
mandnnt, hail taken a party of about tweuty or tliirt.y men, 
and ailrsnced fur ibe purpose of snpporting that post. Be- 
tween the hiTouack, howeper, and the point he intended to 
mcb, he tmexpecteilly fell in with a large body of Ameri- 
cans, (for it WM so dark he could not distinguish who tfaej 
were,) when both himself, and all the men he had with him, 
were made prisoners. The loss of our fire companies in this 
•Stion WM about 120 men ; that of the 85th more, I be- 
lieve ; and in all, 1 think, it amounted to about 300 men. 
*nie loss of the onemy must hare been considerably greater, 
if we are to judge from the number of dead they left on the 
field, and, which is a good criterion, the general average 
htaag abont ten wounded Ibr one killed. 

Nothing could equ&l the bravery of the few troopB we 
hmd in the field on this occasion. Their nnmhers certainly 
did not amount to 1800 men; while the enemy could not 
Lave had fewer thaii from 4000 to 3000. They had two regu- 
lar regiments, the 7th and 44tb ; they bad a large corps of 
irregular riilemen from Kentucky, and another stronger 
corps from Tennessee, with all the miUtia of New Orleans 
and its neigh l>uarhood, every man nho is able being com- 
jielleil to bear arms in case of invasion. They had about 
300 irregular horBe, whether raihtia or not I cannot teU, 
but think it likely they were in all at least 4000 men~ 
with ibe great and effectual asEiatance of the schooner, 
which did us more mischief than 1000 men could hare 
done, probably not so miich by the lo«s she occasioned na, 
as, by being able to fire on our flank, and even in our rear, 
she rendered the enemy the most essential service, besidei 
tlie Bre of the ship on our uilvanced picquet. 

We were thus completely surrounded on three sides, and 
bftd not the troops behaved with the most delerniined con- 



COCSAGS OF THE BRITISH. 




SMt with • hklf-dmak ulUlery-ilrirer of ours near Mons. 
Vilkrey's bousp, as he was returning from the field, and 
who, se«iD^ k Urfre body of men, which be took for some 
of oar other i^iiuenls tliat bad luiiled, crieil out to th«m, 
" Come on, my Uds, for the Yankees never got sQch ■ 
licking in their Ure* I" This, it is said, had the affect of 
frightening them back, without proceeding fiuther. 

I will not vouch for this being fact, but such wu (he 
rrporl the next rooming ; and iade«d it is feasiblei fma 
the number of people (apparently going with orders, &c.) 
which we saw gallt^ing down on the other side of the river 
in the afternoon ; and it le certain that a considenUe body 
of militia must hare resided down the river. Belting sude 
the report which I mentioned, of some troops having retired 
in that direction in the morning, when we first adrmaced ; 
and nothing would have tended more to our comjdete orer- 
throw thnn such an attack on our rear, could it h«ve b«en 
accomplished. 

I might here mention, that Captain HoUen saw the 
schooner as she passed his picquet, on her way down horn 
New Orleans, on which he instantly despatched a man with 
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tlie information ; but she fasTing- tbe current in her &TOiir, 
m3ed mtich quicker tbsn the man could mn, conseqacntlf 
his iDformation came too late. 

I omitted to mention sUo. that a lai^e eliip of 30 guM 
came ilown tbe rirer at tbe same time with tbe schooner, 
but being: less manageable than that vesspl, she hail anchored 
kbreast of Hallen's jiicqiiet ; and that he had to sustain her 
fire, as welt as that of the troops In hia front, during the 
whole of the attack of the 23d. She remained at that spot 
without moving-. 

I will here also notice another circumstance which took 
place al this post. An American rifleman fell into the 
L IfBndR of some of Captain Hallen's people, who, when he wai 
rought in, were desired to take his arms from him. These 
t ieemed reluctant to part with, and said to tbe officer, 
"Kecollect I shall hold you retiponsihle for that rifle, if you 
lire it from me !" — on which the officer took hold of it by 
m muzzle, and flung it right into the river. I daresay tbe 
poor fellow ihonght they were a strange sort of people he 
d got amongst ; and I doubt not be had set a great Tatue 



upon 






Another officer and myself had a proridential escape the 
t looming, for we had scarcely left a little wooden hnt, 
diind which we ha<l taken up our abode, and slept for a few 
V afler the fight, when bang comes an eighteen -pound 
not rigiht through the house, just at the very spot where 
te or two before been sitting. It seems the 
~ fi^ptAin of the schooner, which Btill lay abreast of lis at 
kliout 800 yards distance, and from which this shot had 
been &red, wu determined we should not occupy any of the 
houses in tbe ricinity, for, beginning with our hut, which 
m» nearest to him, he fired into every house within reach 
of hia gUDS, although he saw as plainly as we did that rocwt 
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of ibetn were filled wilh the wounded ; nay, he cwrici] liis 
(aTag« cruelly to &r, thit he actoall j £red on a party of tlie 
85lli as tbcT vere mnoTin^ one of tbeir waunded officers. 
It nrald not be pleaded that b« did not know what it was, 
ibr, being only half-a-mile dutual, and mach elevated ahoTi! 
our lerel, with a g-ta^s he could Bee as well as we could 
what they were doing, for they were irarTying the poor fel- 
low on a bier, on their shoulders. He continued this cruel 
wqA all the next dav. the ship also giving us an occasional 
%hot. One shot which he fired went through the front of 
a bou«e in » hich some of our wounded men were lyin^, and, 
striking low, it carried the knapsack out from under the 
head of a man of uurs named Rayonr, which he had put for 
B pillow, without doing him the smallest injury. I could 
not credit the etorr till 1 went and actually taw tlie bolo by 
which it entered, the knapsack and the shot lyiu^ near the 
fire-place. After this I went to riew the house where I had 
fnlleh in with the column of the enemy the night before, 
and where Ilie66th were aow stationed ; but the fire of the 
schooner still continued, one shot from which we eaw wai 
directed towards us. It fell right in among the 86th, and, 
striking a corporal about the breach, as he waa endearoor- 
ing to get out of its way, it passed out at his breast, oa 
wbich he gare hinu«lf a aort of sliake, and fell lifeleu to 
tlic earih. 

Nothing could exceed the great annoyance tius mis- 
chievous schooner continued to be to us all that and the 
next day, for they not only saw every thing we ilid, but we 
could not more in any number without being saluted wttii 
an 18 lb. shot, and we had no means of retftliation. But 
during the 25th, efforts were matle to get up some heavier 
guns from the fleet, and erery thing having been settled as 
to the plan, &c., a battery was constructed as close to tb« 
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water's odge as possible in the rirer ilike, and a number uf 
gun bnrrels having been collected from those broken, &c. 
ilunng the late fight, it sort of furnace wei^ erected for the 
pnqiose of heating shot, with which it was determined to 
^ye her a salute the next morning. Erery thing siicce&led 
■dmiMbI)'. The battery was conBtructe-l, embrasures e«t, 
nnil shot heated, anil all ready by daylight oa the morning 
of the 26tli ; of course we were all looking oat to witness 
the eflect, and most noble it was, for when the gnns open- 
ed out upon her, the people on board seemed quite tbunder- 
strack, and although they attcmplL'd to return our fire, it 
wfts only like the blows of a man beat blind by his antagO' 
nisi, for her shot fell in every other directioD but that in 
which she should hare thrown them. Howorer, they could 
not stand to fire more than one round, as our hot shot ren- 
dered their situation very soon untenable, and taking to 
Ui«ir boats, they made their escape to the opposite shore 
with all expedition. 

The distance from the battery to the schooner had been 
M) accurately measured by Major Blnnchard, who superin- 
Uuded the construction of the work, that almost every shot 
Mid shell penetrated the hull of the vessel, and in a short 
time after her crew had left her, she broke out into a blaio 
of fire, which soon reaching the magazine, she blew up with 
a loud e:(plosiDn, to the great comfort and joy of all our 
army. This of course deserved and obtained three as hearty 
cheers as I believe were ever given by Britons, and no doubt 
the Americans were grently chagrined at the loss of their 
fine and exceedingly useful vessel. A shell or two were 
directed towanls the ship, but she having seen the fiite of 
the schooner, got out her boots, which, t«king her in tow, 
•he set off up the river in all haste. Could a Imttery have 
l»cen constroctod to fire upon her at the same time, it wotUd 
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have snved ua some bard knocks aAerwanis. She, however, 
i-ffected ber escape, and we now remained in peace for a few 
ilafs at least. 

On the 25th, Sir Edward Packenham and General Gibba 
bad arrived ; tbc former im mediately aseutned the command, 
and thej both set oiT to the front to reconnoitre the eoemy 
and the kind of country around ns. Every night since onr 
arrival the enemy had been incessant in their means to ha- 
rass and annoy us, as in tmth they bad a right to do if they 
pleased, but it was exceedingly distressing to the troops, 
aaii therefore I mention il. They seldom let an hour pass 
during the night, that they were not firing at tome of our 
out sentries, and on some occasions they brought the body 
of irregular cavalry, before mentioned, immediately in front 
of our outposts, and tired volleys, which, although it did 
not do much injury tu our advanced picquets, bad the effect 
of taming out the whole line, and that often repeated, with 
the annoyance from the schooner, cprtainly did not leave us 
much time for comfortable rest. They fire^uently lay in am- 
bush for the reliefs of our sentries also, and patrols, and 
fired upon them sometimes with effect. In short, theydid 
nil they could to annoy and weary ns out, but of which we 
ought not to complain, as they were defending their own 
country, and allowances ought to be made in such k case 
that would not be tolerated in an army having no inte- 
rest in the soil, I trust Englishmen will be equally zeolooB 
and bitter to their enemies should our country ever be iti- 
vaded. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Britiiih Army told off into Grigiulu — AdTnii«, and ore holly rrcidvcd— 
neraluB otn youDK ArtiUrry Officer— We lake up a Treah p«lt]aii — 
The Enemy work Inenuntly la raising ■» exlennlvr brraatwork — 
Tiro Batttria erected, from which our heavy Slilp Anlllny are 
braofht to bev kgainn it, but vrilbaul e Reel— The Enemy alia plam 
Ibeir Sbip Gun* an Batlrries— Colonel Lambert arrlvH with the Tlh 
aiuI43drFs1inenu_Prr|iBriitioiafur B grand attack on the Enemy'i 
linn, wblcb entirely foiU, and the firitiih are rtpulwd wHb great 



'' Tiia Kmainiler of the army all arrived tluriog the 24th, 
«n<l were put in bivauack in an oliliqtte direction, with 
their front to the late field of action, their right thrown back 
towards the wood, and their lefl towards Mods. V'tUerey's 
boose. The d3d formed line in advance at an angle of the 
wood, as a Bort of outpost, while the 85th and oim were 
Mstioned in and around the house, to which I huvesoofien 
■llnded, i. r. where I fell in with the colnmn of the enemy. 
Oar advanced picijnets remained the same as before the 
action. If I might here be permitted to hazard an opinion, 
I should say that had we advanced upon New Orleans the 
morning alter the fight, I think there is little doubt we 
■hontd haTC been successful ; for when an irregular and an- 
disciptined body of troops once meet with a reverse, it is 
difficult to bring them into action again with that steadinesR 
and determination which they otlen evince in their firat 
•essay. 




p«<B«i« that th€f wmU hsra aiM fHfC «— gwrfih 

A«^lh»rWw il l HfaJ.«U>tUr^nM 

w«i dtpwMd I7 tfadrnn ilm, Md M tbe woria 

wUdi «• sficfwwd* esc dU Bot that exist, at 

laMi mbIj in put, I llunk uhj . wU Wve Mmri after • 
TiTv •liE'lil n--i-iH;i.--' Tti U^'.. I bail tbe itiibniutioo k<. to 
the roaoDer in which ther fbnued, from some oftboee who 
were made pruonen, and who witnessed it. All this, bow- 
ewer, is merely the opioion of a piirate indiridoal, who 
judged from appearances only, and it is not in the nature of 
things prubttble that I Bhoold be able to form so oonect a 
one ai iliose who possessed more ample information. 

After the arrival of the two general offic«ra befi:»« m^i- 
tjoned, the army vte told off into brigades as follows, rix. 
the Ist brigade, commanded by General Gibbe, consisted of 
the 4tb, 21sl, and 44th British, and 5th West India regi. 
nienta ; the 2d brigade, commanded bj General Kean^ 
consisted of the 85th, 93d, and 95th British, and lBt~We«t 
India regiments, (observe, tbe West India regiments had 
by this time become exceedingly reduced in point of nnm- 
lien from cold and hardship, which they seemed unable to 
bear, and very soon after almost ceased to be regimentS) eo 
many of them were sent away sick ;) the artilleiy was 
commanded by Colonel Dickson, an excellent officer ; the 
squadron of the 14th light dragoons sot being akl% to get 
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moonted, formed the g^iards at the hospitals, and at Lead- 
quarters, &c. 

Every thing bartng- been previously arranged on the 
morning of the 28th, we advanced in two columns, the 
ri^bt near the wood commanded by General Gibbg, and ours 
on the left by the great road near the river, commanded by 
General Keane. The enemy bad all along kept possession 
of those fium-houses which lay at some distance in front of 
our picquets. They were consequently driven from these 
as we moved forward, which we did, I should imagine, to 
the distance of about three miles, their picquets retiring 
gradually before «8. We here digcovered that the enemy 
had thrown up a strong Heldwork, which extended from 
the river to the wood, and which consequently shnt up 
every avenne to our fiirtber advance, without fighting. We 
also found that their numbers had considerably increased, 
as we could perceive by the immense bodies of troops be- 
hind their works. Ab wc pressed upon their picquets as 
Uiey retired, we got a Rbol or two at them with our field- 
guns; but every thing remaineil quiet wilbin their lines till 
we hod arrived within about 400 yards of them, when 
they opened out on the head of our columns as destructive 
a fire of artillery as I ever witnessed. One shot struck in 
tbecolnmnof the85th, which knocked down two olhcers and 
about ten men. My battalion was leading, and being {>artly 
extended skirmishing, they did not offer bo fhir a mark for 
artillery as a solid body, and consequently escaped this. 

The ship also, which was anchored a Uttle in advBnce of 
tbeir work, opened her broadside on the columns on the 
vawl at the same time. Our gun and howit7er, the only two 
pieces we hud there, endeavoured to return the fire of the 
■hip, but without doing her much injury. When the fire 
was found to he so gaUing, the troops were moved off the 
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rosd into the fieldi on the rig'fat, Bod my battalion advaticiD^ 
About 100 pacex iarther, was ordered to lay down in a sort 
of ditch which woa then;, end to sfaelter tbemselvee the best 
way they could. Tbt> 85th and 93d formed also more to 
the right, and secured themselves as well as the Datura of 
the ground would admit. It vas only intended as a recon* 
noissance, consc<|uently the troops did not advance fiuther, 
as soon as the nature of their position was ascertained. It 
appeared to be a high dike of casks, formed as a breastwoiii, 
with a considerable quantity of artillery monnted on it, and 
with a sort of canal or wet ditch in front of it. 

Of course, all this took some time to ascertain, during 
which they kept up an incessant cannonade, both from their 
works and from the ship. The latter poured in an immense 
quantity of krge grape, which rendered the aitnation of 
those exposed to it extremely unpleasant. Our two field- 
pieces were very soon silenced by the superior fire of the 
enemy, and in an hour after our arrival at this point, there 
was not a man tefi with them but the officer, who was quite 
a youth, but yet stood as steady as if he had been on ■ 
common parade, although all his men were knocked down 
about him. I never witnessed more devoted heroiam than 
this fine young man displayed. One shot, nearly towards 
the hist, struck off his sergeant's head, and sent his cap 
spinning over a ditch, where another oflScer and t had taken 
up our post. Some rockets were also tried from thia point, 
1)Dth against the ship and the enemy's works, but tbo«e di- 
rected against the vessel flew quite wide of the mark, aad 
totally tailed. Some of those fired into the works, we mw 
pass over the heads of the men posted in them, but whe- 
ther they produced any effect we could not see. 

The enemy either had set fire to the houses near as ba- 
fore they retired from them, or they had fired bested shot 
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with a Wew of producing that effect; but we had not been 
long here ere the whole of tlie bouses in the neighhoui^iood 
were in one grand and terrilic blaze of fire. I do not ex- 
actly know what was done on the rig^ht, for we conld not 
■ee distinctly for some trees which grew in the garden of the 
&rm in that direction, but imagine tbey encountered some* 
thing similar to ourselves, as the play of artillery from thv 
anemj's line in front of them was equally unceasing' witV I 
th&t in our front. Not a man showed himself out of ib& } 
memj'a works. 

When every thing was ascertained that could be, thtf | 
troopa be^n gradually to draw off, but this was obliged ttt | 
]fe conducted in a very cautious manner, or the loss froin ] 
their fire would have been severe. The 93d retired firg^ 1 
Jry separate wings, afterwards the SSth, but ours did not | 
Ivave their ground till after dark, when, I believe, some at J 
^ffi Yankees began to Etdvauce in a rather triumphant and J 
^fillying manner, but were tanght to keep at a respectfid I 
^Usce by a few shots well laid in among them. A partf i 
gf wilors had been sent forward to bring off the two field- 
yieces, there being no artillerymen left to do it, and wa bad 
jgut bones. They undertook and accomplished this taak 
||K»t cheerfully and effectually, without a man hurt I be- 



p , Tba loss of my battalion on this occasion was not great. 
,jn>earmy now took up a fresh position in which to bivouaii:) 
j( about a mile and a half distance from the enemy^i J 
ttae, but which tbey could easily reach with the shot aU | 
fhellii of their larger pieces. The head-quarters were re 
4Wdfrom MonsieurVillerey's house lo a large farm or chateta 1 
Itabind our new lines, and wliich were formed in the follow* 1 
•iig manner, viz. : — the 4th and 44th composed one line, 
jKlth their right near the wood. The 21st formed on their 
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left, but with an int^rreDiiigspacebelweea them. The 861I1 
■LDi] 93<] fonneil one line on the \ah of the 2Uu with an 
interml between their line and that regiment. This latter 
line was rather in an oblique direction, with its front to- 
u'Brds a fnrm-hoiiBe in ailvance nnd to the left, and where 
niy battalion was ordered lu take he slatioD. Thi« latter 
post was more exposed to the enemy's shot than anj of the 
others ; it being a good deal advanced, and being dose to the 
river, the guns from the opposite shore ceased not firing on 
it. generally with hot shot. The men were put into n sugar 
house belonging to this chateau, the floor of which being 
t'Unk a little below the snrface of the adjoining earth, pro- 
tected them wonderfully ; but on occasionB they had their 
very cooking utensils knocked off the fire by the enemy's 
shot, in consequence of the exposed situation of this house. 
The acting (juartermasler and myself being deemed civil- 
ians, and having no inclination to be deprived of onr natu- 
ral rest at night, as long as we could be allowed to obtun 
it, took up our abode in one of the oitthoiiscs at hcad-qoar- 
ters, which we found anoccupIe<l, and where onr respectire 
duties could be carried on with -as much facility as if we 
were in the same house with the battalion, the distance !>«• 
tween them being only about half a mile. 

Here, alao, the sick and wounded were brought, where 
they could enjoy more comfort than in the sugar-house, till 
nn opportunity offered of sending them donn to the ship- 
ping. To secure our front a little more, nnd to protect tb« 
troops against the shot from the opposite shore, a redoubt 
was throMTJ up about half a mile in front of the right, and 
pretty near the wood; while batteries and breastworks 
were constructed on the road, to fire on any vesseb of the 
enemy which might come down the river. These latter 
were principally constructed of hogsheads of sugar, which 
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were found in tbe BUgnr-houses of the clitTerent plantations 
in the netg-libourbooil. Bnt nothing' could have unswi^red 
worse than they iHd for this purpose, the enemy's shot 
g^oing quite through them, without being at all deadeneti 
nlmost by the resistance they offered. In front of the left 
also, inside tlie road, a breastwork was thrown up, which 
secured the persons'of a corps of tnarinee and sailors, who 
occupied that part of the line. This body was, soon after 
tbe 28th, landed from the fleet ; and the lattor, having 
brought small arras on shore with them, acted ae a Bmall 
battalion. 

It is evident tbe enemy must have worked incessantly, 
from onr 6rst landiug, to complete the work they occupied ; 
for, from the information I l>efore mentioned, as given me 
by one of the Spanish fishermen, it is clear they liad only 
two guns, mounted on something like a battery, on the great 
road. But now that work extended even into the wood, a 
■liatnnce of at least threo qunrters of u mile, and at this time 
there could not be less tlian ten or twelve pieces of heavy 
ordnance mounted on it. We were told by the slaves 
who had remained in the houses, that the ditch behind 
which they had constnicted this work was a sort of small 
canal, which the gentleman who owned the property used 
for tbe purpose of transporting tbe produce of his farm 
from thente into tbe river. From this time we could plainly 
perceive great numbers of men continually at work upon it, 
mostly blacks, of which tbey would, of course, have abun- 
dance : but their white people also (the army, we conclude) 
were constantly employed upon it. We could see distinctly 
that they were widening and deepening the canal in front 
of the work, and raising tbe parapet to a considerable height. 

It was now determined to try what our heavy ship- 
artillery would do against this work. Accordingly, the 
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rjreater put of the nrniT w«* employed in bringing op 
these UDwieldf machines, and to effect which rnjnired no 
slight power and perseFcrance, w we had no means of 
transport but the sheer strength of n number of men com- 
bined, to drag them successively through the deep soil. A 
Hufficient number of them haringp been brought up liy the 
Alst, fitrong working parties were employed uU nigbt in 
I'recting two balleries, as near to the enemy's work« as they 
conid with safety venture, and getting the guns, carri^es. 
nnd ammunition, &c., into them. These were formed 
principally of casks, &c., filled with earth ; and I am not 
.>ure that some sugar hogsheads were not used on the occa* 
sion. However, at daylight on the morning of the 1 %t Jan. 
Ir^l3, the whole of the troops were ordered under arms, 
mid moved forward to nearly the same points they occupied 
• m the 28th ult. 

This morning there was an extremely thick fog, which 
greatly &voured our movements, the Americans l>eing, I 
believe, totally ignorant that any alteration had taken place 
in the situation of our army. As soon as the fog cleared 
uHay, our artillery opened out a tremendous and thunder- 
ing cannonade upon the enemy's line, which so completely 
iisloiiished them, that there was not a shot returned for 
twenty minutes at least, so little did they expect lieaTy 
artillery there. Nay, we heard afterwards that a great 
number nf the irregiilar troops were so alarmed, that they 
uctiially quitted the lines without orders, and were posting 
"Iflo New Orleans, and were with great difficulty brought 
back again. As soon as they perceived, however, that 
nothing more than a cannonade was intended, and that our 
troops did not advance to the attack, they commenced gra- 
dually with their artillery against oars, the fire of which 
increasing as their confidence increased, they were not 
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long in silencing our guns, and in dismounting some of 
tbetn. The fiict is, oar workx had been thrown up in Euch 
hute, that they were not nearly so strong aa tbej ought to 
hare been made, bod there been more time ; the conse- 
quence was, their shot penetrute^l into erery part of our 
vorks, and caused iia not only considerable loss in artillery- 
men, (iritb one officer killed,) but, as I said before, actmdlr 
dHmounted a great many of our guns. Thig coneGqnently 
entirely ^led of baring the desired effect ; but with snch 
ft rery fkrountble opportunity aa this morning's fog pre- 
sented, together with the alarm and terror with which the 
anemywerestrack on opening our artilleiy upon them, there 
ia not the most distant doubt that we should hare at onc« 
got possession of their lines, had we hut Eulranced to the 
«t«k. It is true, we were not prepared for pussing tha 
ditch, having do fascines or other necessaries for that pur- 
pose ; but the resistance, in my opinion, would hare been 
go slight, that we might almost hare chosen our own place 
to cross it ; and it whs not very deep at any place. Th« 
battalion of sailors were quite annoyed at being kept look- 
ing on, while so fcir an opjiortunity, as they thought, offer- 
ed, and were crying out one to another, " Why don't wu 
go on F what is keeping us back ?" 

'Tis not to be doubtetl that the first effect of any new 
tiling in war&re is always the most certain of producing 
success, particularly against inexperienced troops ; but let 
them see and know the whole of the effects that such a 
thing ia calculated to produce, and the alarm wears off, and 
confidence and courage return with wonderful rapidity. So 
it was here : the first fire of our guns struck them dumb 
with amazement and terror — But mark the contrast I Both 
the latter part of this day, and on the 6tb, at the general 
attack, how little they seemed to care for all the artillery 
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»» coald brin;; a|^nst tbi^m t Their gnn, a 32-pDuQdn-, 
wM s most bitter antagonist to our pnnn)ial battery. This 
happeneil to be erected nearly in front of that part of the 
line where this gun was situated, and when it fired, its shot 
always stmck the battery at the fii^ bound, and then it 
ricocheted into the redoubt where I had taken up my post. 
General Keane, with a part of his brigade, was in this lat- 
ter work, and some of them narrowly escaped the effects of 
the numerous balls thrown from this gun. We were told 
the captain of the schooner, after having been deprived of 
his vessel, had been appointed to the charge and manage- 
ment of this gun, with some of his crew to work it ; and 
indeed it seemeil very like the bitter and determined man- 
ner of our furmer opponent, for any of the other guns 
seemed like children's play to the unceasing and destructive 
fire of this heavy piece of ordnance. I could distinctly see 
that ihey were sailors that worked it — one of whom, a 
large tnnlatio, with a red shirt, always spunging her out 
fifter firing. 

In what I am going to relate, I know 1 shall incur the 
risk of being deemed a Irfifeller by some of my readers, 
hut that shall not deter me from teUing what 1 plainly and 
repeatedly saw with my own eyes, assisted by a glass. At 
the distance of three qunrliTs of a mile, I could distinctly 
perceive the ball from this gim every time it was fired, it 
appearing like a small black spot in the midst of the colutnn 
of white smoke, and which gradually grow lai^r iu appmr- 
anoc as it approached ns. In many instances I was prori* 
dentially the atuse of saving some of the men who wore in 
the redoubt with us, because, seeing uhich way lhi< ball 
was coming, I i«ld them when to lie down ; and on one 
wttn the shave so dose, that it nctnally conied 
of ilie men's packs as he lay on the ground. An-> 
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Other shot struck about three feet above our heads, and 
CAirieil awity part uf u piece of timber wkiub supported a 
shed just behind us. 

1 forgot to mention, that, after the 28th, the Americans, 
conceiving that the gune of the ship would be of more use 
if t«ken out and pLiced in batteries, this was occordingly 
done; the greater part of them being planted on the other 
side of the river, and being completely on our flank, wen' 
enabled to annoy our people conaideruhly, who were poateil 
near the great road. 

About two or three o'clock in the afternoon of the Ul, 
the array began again to retire to its bivouack, leaving cover- 
ing parties to protect the batteries i and after night, th<> 
whole having formed, working parties were sent to brin^' 
off as many of the heavy guns as possible. Some of these, 
however, they were obliged to bury in the earth, not being 
able to drag them away before daylight next morning. This 
work eeemed more oppressive and btiguing to the troops 
than the bringing of them up did, inasmuch as they were 
animated in the latter instance by the hope of their being 
ftble to effect something against the enemy through their 
toil and labonr ; but now disappointment added poignancy 
to their sufferings. However, although things began to 
aasuaie not quite so favourable an aspect as formerly, yet 
every thing H'as bume with the greatest good-will, as they 
were still confident of all their laborious services being ulti- 
mately crowned with success. In all these fatiguing services, 
the sailors bore an ample sh^re, and were of the vtay ntmo^t 
benefit to the whole army, fur they could readily contrive 
the means of moving those immense masses of metal by 
purchasefi) &c., which to a soldier would be utterly impos- 
sible. Indeed, throughout the whole service, the gnllant tari 
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dnerred the rery highest praise, for thef were eqiuUf 
bnve as kborions aad wLlling. 

All hands, both soldiers and BaDors, bad been np the 
whole of the night of the Slst, and uow up again all night 
of the 1st. This was rery trying, no doubt. If nny thing 
like dissatis&ction was evinced, this incefisant toil and want 
of rest in encountering it, arose more from a desire to be led 
OR to the attack, than from any wish to be rid of their 
Uhunrs, however |iatnful these were. - As this attempt had 
failed, no other scheme now appeared to present itself, bnl 
H vigorous and well sustained attack on their line ; for 
several efforts had been made to penetrate thmogh the 
wood, to endeavour to ascertain whether it was possible to 
turn their position at that point, but all these etToits bad 
fsiied. The last that was attempted was conducted liy 
Lieutenant Wright of the engineers, but both himself and 
neariy all his party perished ; for it seems they fell tn will) 
» body of Americnn riflemen, who, being much better ac- 
customed to travelling in woods thsn our people were, fell 
on them, end, as said before, nearly cut off the whole party ; 
yet it is evident it was not utterly impassable, or the two 
parties conld not lisre met, 

I do not recollect to what regiment the men belonged who 
accompanieil Wright, but thiuk it probable they were alto- 
gether unacquainted with that description of service, which 
led them into the fatal snare in which they fell. I am mn- 
fident I saw blncks, who passed and repassed by the wood, 
but it is certjun that no attempt upon a large scale couM 
be made in that direction to turn their position ; and it was 
probably the better plan to abandon the idea altogMher. 
A very escelleni expedient was however devised, for the 
purpose of turning the right flank of the enemy ; it was 
certainly a bold and vigorous idea, and one which, if sue- 
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cessftd, woultl no doubt bare secured to ns the victory and 
the possession of New Orleans. This was no lees tban 
cnttin^ a canal, in order to unite tbe Mississippi with the 
Uke by which we had arrived, and by getting boats out of 
the Utter into the rirer, to tran&port a snifident number of 
men to tbe opposite shore, fur the purpose of makings 
diversion in aid of the principal attack on this side. 

Nothing could exceed the grandness of the conception. 
Accordingly, oil hands were set to work to widen and 
deepen the rill of water which (lows into the creek at the 
l&nding-place, and, continuing it op past Monsieur ViUerey's 
bonse, to let it enter the river a httle above that point. 
This, as may easily be conceived, vras moat laborious and 
dirty work ; and, lest the health and spirits of tbe troops 
■hould suffer troni such incessant &tigue, they were told 
off into four watches or spells, each of which followed tbe 
other in regular siicccsBion, so that tbe work never stood 
. still. When it had reached near tbe bouse and high-road, 
icre«ns were put up oti the latter, to prevent the enemy on 
tbe opposite bank of the river from seeing what was c&rry> 
ing on ; but as the blacks were passing and repassing 
almost continually by the wood, as 1 before mentioned, no 
AavM the Americana were well acquainted with what w« 
were doing. 

On tbe Generet Lambert arrived with the 7th and 

43d regiments, to our greut joy. two finer regiments not 
being in the service. Consequently every eye now sparkled 
with'hope, that our labours and privations would soon ter- 
minate, as every one confidently anticipated a. fiivourabl« 
result, and seemed still inclined to despise that enemy who 
bad shown us that we could not do so with impunity. We 
were glad to meet many of our old Peninsular fiiends in 
IheM two line corps, and (rf conrife welcomed them to ths 
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New WcirlJ in the be»t iDuniier we were capable of. Hi^ 
took up their ground a little in front of the canal which 
wM cutting, there not being room Boflident for them in the 
line of our lirouack. We were now about 7000 effecdre 
troui>s, anil all he^miing to cheer up again, imagined i 
thing could withstBitd us. 

By the 6th the oinsl was finished, and the boats brought 
up into it. There was obliged to be a lock in 
trance firom the river, for the strength of which Sir Edwud, 
our Chief, I understand, expressed his apprebci 
was assured by the engineer that there was not the sUghtett 
danger. I give this merely as report. 

On the 7th the arrangements for the attotk next morn- 
ing haWng been completed, orders were issued lo that effect. 
The arrangements were as follows, tjz. — a corps consieting 
of the 85th regiment, with 200 sailors and 400 marines, and 
the 5th West India regiment, with four light HcldpiccM, 
the whole under the command of Colonel Thornton, ww> to 
embark in IhwIs by twelve o'clock, and to be all across the 
river by daylight next morning. This force would auonnt 
to about liiOO or 13U0 men, and were destined to attack 
and carry the works on the opposite bonk, getting f 
•ion of the guns without allowing them to be spiked if pos- 
sible, when they were to be turned upon the right flgnk of 
the enemy *s position, on this side the river, to &voar o 
attack. It is clear, then, that this movement should pre< 
cede that of Ibe grand attack by a considerable space of time. 
In the grand attack the troopti were to be disposed a» fol- 
lows, viz. — The right column, under General Gibbs, n 
consist of the 4th, ijlst, 44th, and three companies of my 
battaUon, which latter were to extend as close ti 
my's work as possible, previous lo the advance of the 
column, and, by maintaining a constant fire, were t 
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deavour to keep the enomy down as much as possible, Tht? 
44th was to be (Uvided ; ONe-half of that corps was to carry 
fMcines, &c., whicli tbey were to tlirow into ihe ilitch on 
reaching' it, in ordur that the retnainiog- regimente of that 
column might b? able to pass it. These fescines were to be 
bad in (be redoubt I before mentioned. The other wing 
of the 44th was to lead that column, followed hj the 2l8t, 
and then the 4tb, regiments. This was to be the principal 
attack. The lel^ column, commande<l hy General Keane, 
was to be composed as follows, riz. — one componf of the 
■r7th,'otie of the 21st, one of the 43d, and two of ours. The 
whole til be supported by the 93d regiment. These were 
to make a feint attack u|ion the half-moon work which the 
enemy hod constructed near the river, and if opportunity 
(differed, to tnm it into a real attack, and penetrate the ene- 
>tiay's line, co-operating with the other column. Our two 
'Companies were to act here in the same manner as the other 
three with whom they were to form a junction, thus corer- 
log the whole front of the enemy's work. Some blacks of 
the 1 St West India regiment were to enter the wood on the 
right of oar right column, and to keep up ns much noise as 
possible by firing and sounding bugles, &c. to induce a belief 
that a large body of troops was moving in that direction. 
The reserre, under General Lambert, was to consist of the 
7th and 4dd regiments, and was to be so stationed as to be 
«ble to render aid to either of the attacking columns. Strict 
i>nlera were given tbot no obstacle was tu be permitted to 
letard the advance of the columns, but that they were to 
press forward and endeavour to overcome every hinderance 
that might present itself. 

As far as 1 recollect, and from the information I have 
nnce gained, these were substantially the onlers issued, and 
arranf^ements mode, on this occasion. The commanding- 



378 



;KAT >-EGLECr ON OVK PAHT. 



officers and heads of d^partrnpoU were also assembled, and 
eocti told the part be bod to perform : on whkh occasion, I 
miderstand, the commanding-otficer of the 44th expressed 
a terms which I could scarcelr conceive it posnble 
A fell irom the lip« of a soldier, which were, that •' it 

it t, forlorn hope with the 44th." Id all my campai^ing 
I never yet heard a. command] a g-ofiicer who did not look 
upon the post of dnii^r za the poet of honoar, and who did 
not rejoice, aa if h fiivour was conferred on him. when ap- 
pointed to an arduous or hazardous duty. Had the com- 
mandingr-ofBcer of the 44th served in the Peninsula under 
our illustrious leader there, he would, I am confident, hare 
been animated by a quite different spirit. After dark 1 
went with my commandinp-officer and adjutant to view the 
ground over which our battalion was to march next morn- 
ing-, and to find out the wooden bridges, &c. over some 
ditches which lay in the way, that no delay might take 
place when they were to he called upon to act. 

I was sadly disappointed at our not meeting with any 
other commandtng-oliicers engaged in this most necessary 
duty, and at the time I expressed my apprehensions as to 
the result, i pointed ont to him the different manner in 
which the business had been conducted previous to the 
assault of Badajos, and previous to the attack on the ene- 
my's position on the Nivelle, where every commanding- 
officer, or others, who had any particular duty assigned 10 
them in the next day's opemtions; were brought to ground 
from which it was dearly pointed out to them how they 
were to move and act ; but here all seemed apathy and &tal 
security, arising from our too much despising our enemy. 
This latter, 1 believe, was the principal cause of our not 
taking- the necessary precautions, and consequently of our 
failure ; particularly the commanding-officer of the 44th 
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ought to have been brongtit and abown where the fascines 
were Inlg'ed, that no excuse of ignorance on that score might 
be pleaded. A rocket thrown up was to be tbe signal for the 
troops to advance to the attack, ofiierthey had been proper- 
ly posted under tbe cover of night for thut purpose. I own 
I did not at all feel satisfied with what 1 hod seen and beard, 
and retired to reet with a considerable degree of despon- 
dency on my mind ; and as I knew I could render little aid 
tn tfae service in a case like the present, I determined I 
should not take any part in it, for I almost lelt confident of 
its &ilure. 

Tfae whole of the troops were at their post by the time 
a]>pointed ; but, unfortunately, as the sailors, Stc. were 
getting the boats out of the canal into the river, the lock 
g«re way after only a very few bad pansed it. Thus the 
whole business seemed at one blow to be totally ruined. 
Every effort was mode to remedy the evil, but it was irre- 
mediaUe. They toiled, however, to get more boats into 
tbe river, but the ilelay had been so great that it began to 
draw towards dawn tiefore they had effected any thing worth 
mentioning. Poor Sir Edwaril seemed like one bereft of 
his reason, for this failure had blasted all his most sanguine 
hopes ; and as the troops were now close under the enemy's 
works, and could not be withdrawn before daybreak, nor 
without being perceived by the enemy, he thought it as 
dongeroos to turn back as to go forward with the operation, 
. consequently he ordered the rocket to be lired, although it 
was considerably past the time for tbe attack to take place, 
and no troops on tbe opposite shore. As soon as this was 
done, he galloped to the front. But tbe enemy had been 
quite prepared, and opened such a heavy fire upon the diffe- 
rent columns, and upon our line of skirmishers, (which had 
been formed for some time within about 100 or 130 yards 
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uf the liOMuyc work,) u it is not easy to conceire. 1 ms 
not ID it u 1 ^d before, but I was no posted as to gee it 
pUinlj:. But tlie 44tli, with the fitscines, were n^t to be 
foiuuL. Their i-ommBniling-oSicer had taken them coD«i- 
denblr past tbe i«duubt uhtre the fi^cines were placed, anil 
when be bethought him of what he bad to Ao, he and his 
men were obliged to turn back to «eck them ; and thus, when 
he ought to have been in front to throw them into the dilch 
to allow the otiier troops to pass over, be was nearly half a 
mile in rear seeking fur them. But I believe it would not 
have availed much had thvj been there in time, &r the 
right column never reached the point to which it was di- 
rected ; but from the dreadiul fire of every kind poured 
into it, some of tbe battalions began to waver, to hslt imd 
£re, and at lust one of them completely broke, and iiecamc 
diiurganiztHl. Sir Edward seeing this rushed fornartl with 
bis hat in bis hand, and endeavouring to animule them by 
his presence, be cheered them un to advance again ; but at 
tbin moment he fell, after receiving two wounds, tbe last 
of which was mortal. General Gibhs also fell nearly at the 
same time mortally wounded, and was borne off tbe field- 
Thua was the right and princijml column deprived of both 
it9 leaders ; and although one regiment gave ground, and 
could not be brought again to tbe aitofk, the other continued 
to keep in a body, although any attempt now must be hofift- 
less, and they were losing such numbers of men that (hey 
must shortly be annihilated. They accordingly retired with- 
out effecting any thing. 

Tiie left column succeeded somewhat better: hnt. as 
things turned out, it was only to enhance their own loss. 
They forced tbeir way into the circular work before men- 
tioned, in which they made all tbe men who defended it 
prisoners. But the canal still lay between them anil the 
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work, whtcl] was piLssed only hjr a plank ; (ldiI being 
« in numbers, it would have licen madness in them to 
I attempt to go beyond wbere thoy bad at present stationed 
I themselves. Indeed, they were in a most critical situation ; 
L Sar, being within a few yai'ds of the enemy's main body, 
I tttey could not move witbout being shot through the head 
I by their rJAeroen ; and it was not till they h&d threatened 
f to shoot tbe prisoners they had taken, that tbey induced 
• Americans to desist from attacking them ; for by this 
f titoe Gcni?ral Kcane also had fallen severely wounded, and 
I the 93d bad been nearly cut to pieces ; and General Lam- 
bert, with the reserve, had been obliged to advance and 
cover the retreat of the other columns. Colonel Dale, 
who commanded the 93d, fell early in the action, and the 
command devolved on Colonel Creogh ; this officer, being 
Bnwilling to retire his regiment without effecting the object 
k aiiiied at, although the men were literally mown down by 
I the murderous fire of the enemy, and the other column had 
' given way, still ctideavoured to advance, but was at length 
reluctantly comptdled to retrograde, taking care to keep his 
men together. This showed a fine and noble feeling ia 
him, and is equally honom'able to his gallant regiment ; but 
I onftpTtunately it tended only to swell the list of killed and 
f wmnded on this lamentable occasion. 

My people were thus left to shift for tbemselres, and to 
ftt Bway in the best manner they could. But being ex- 
tended, and not being so good an object for the artilleiy to 
fire at as the columns, tbey escaped with much less loss 
than could well be supposed. Some few of them reached 
tbe ditch when tbey saw tbe columns advancing, and which 
they say could have been passed with ease ; but the columns 
never advanced so &r, which had tbey done, and that mpid- 
I ly, their Ion would not have been half eo great ; for the 
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this iBloRiMtMiii FM p ecl i Bg these three compBaiea I had 
from LievteoHrt Steele of the 43d, one of the officers who 
wm in the woric. 

They <rer« oblig«d at last lo adopt a rerj aingnUr hat 
politic expedient, n hicb was, to make ooe of the American 
prisoners embrace a man of the 43d. and thus to stand np 
together to see what was going fonrard ; for hitherto they 
were totallT ignorant, from Ike causes above assigned. The 
enemy doret not fire in sncb a cafe, for fear of kiUlog their 
own man. The news ther now learned was most disheart- 
ening indeed, which was, that the whole of the British bad 
retired, and that the Americans were coming out of their 
line«, and were moving in the direction of that work. No- 
thing now remained hot to Borrender, or to make an attempt 
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to retreat) at the risk of being every man knocked down. 
The latter, however, they preferred ; on which Colonel 
Rennie, of the 2l8t, who commanded these three com- 
panies, was the first to make the experiment, and in doing 
which, the moment after he left the fort, he fell to rise no 
more. They thought it better for them all to go at once, 
and instantly the whole party made a rash out of the work. 
The greater part of them providentially succeeded in effect- 
ing their escape, although many a brave fellow fell in the 
attempt. 
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I to detail the operations of Colonel 
Thornton's party. It will be seen, that, although his 
people were all ready at the appointed hour, they could not 
get a EufficieDt number of boats to traosport them to the 
opposite shore. In fact, they did not ^t on hoard till it 
was near daylig'ht, and then only about one-half of the 
appointed number. But, although at the risk of sacrificing 
himself and the few men he took with him, he hesitated 
nut to make the attempt of fulfilling- his orders. The signal 
tor the general attack, however, was made before he could 
reach the opposite bank, and he had then to land, and after 
making his disposition with tbe few troops he had, to ad- 
vuDce and attack a corps of 2000 men, mostly covered by 
works, some of which were extremely strong. He dashed 
iiu, however, the advance of the enemy giving way before 
him, till coming to their principal, battery, he was obliged 
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tu ilclacb a part of his furte thruugli the wooJ un his 
left to turn their tknk, while be with the rennuDder at- 
tacked in fruDt. This nos conducted in such a soldierlike 
muiDer, that, aftera short conflict, the enero^ gave way on 
all sides, and retiring with precipitation, abandoned to the 
victors batteries and works containing Bixteen guns of 
rarious calibre. 

But, alas ! all this success cacoe too late ; for the prin- 
cipal attack had by this time ended in a total failure, attend- 
ed with the loss of three out of four generals, and with 
nearly 2000 officers and men killed, voundMl, and made 
prisoners. Had Providence prospered the work of the 
canal, and the troops could have been got across at the 
appointed hour, and in sufficient numbers, there is every 
reason to bebeve that the effect produced on the main 
body by such a powerful diversion, would have tended to 
the complete overthrow of the whole force before us ; for 
■o insecure did General Jackson feel bimaelf to be after our 
estttbUshment on the other bank of the riTer, and so alarmed 
«t its consequences, that, in the evening of the fatal day, 
he would not consent to a cessation of hostilities, to enable 
ns to bring off our numerous wounded, till General Laro- 
ben (who hod now sncceetled to the command) agreed as a 
preliminary to withdraw the force under Colonel Thornton 
from that bank ; and this, although with great reluctance, 
the General was compelled from motives of humanity and 
other causes to consent to. 

Before, however, a final answer was retumeil to General 
Jnckson, I believe it was suggested to our General, that, 
¥fith the possession of the other bank of the river, and 
with the 7th and 43d nearly yet entire, and with the re- 
iDWiidera of the other regiments, our chances of success 

d not yet entirely departed, particularly as Jackson evinced 
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was,) " Well, what do yon tbjnk of we Yankees ? Don't 
you think we could liuk any of tbe troops of the rontinenl 
easily?" — " I don't know tb»t." says our officer. — " WTiy, 
rU prove to you," gays Jonathan, " that »e have sboun 
oonelves the best troops in the world. Didn't the French 
beat the troops of every other continental nation ? Didn't 
you beat the French in the Peninsula? and haren't we 
beat you just now ?" This of course was conclusive, and 
no brther argument on that subject could be advanced. 

The Tvmainiler of the troops retired in the evening- to 
their sorrowful bivouack, worn out and sadly dispirited. 
All that night WAS of course devoted to bringing off the 
unfortunate wounded ; but several of %bone who fell lar in 
advance had been taken into the American lines, and, I have 
every reason to beUeve, were treated wilh the greatest hu- 
manity. Every efiurt was used, during the continuance of 
the truce, to bring away the great numbers who lay wonnd- 
, ed in the different parte of the field ; and on this as on all 
other occasions, the sailors with their officers, evinced the 
utmost solicitude to render assistance to the army ; a great 
number of them were employed all night on tbis dislreei- 
ing duty. During the whole of that afternoon, both while 
the negotiations were pending, and at other times, the 
American officers were unceasing in their endeavours to in* 
duce our soldiers to desert and join their army. Too many, 
I regret to say, listened to their offers, and accepted them. 
To some they promised promotion, to others money or 
^ranle of land ; in short, they were more like recmiling 
wrgeanlfl, 1 understand, than the officers of a hostile army. 
My battalion did not quit the field till after dark, and it is 
from some of them I have this information. A group of 
two sergeants and a privute of ours were accosted by an 
American officer of artillery with a request that they would 
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ilnviUhlly, having lost mom than half their immlierB. The 
sad ceremony of buiying hucU of the officers whose bodies 
had heen recovered, together with attention to the wounded, 
•ccapied several days from this period, and sending the 

fclllnde(l, who were able to hear removal, to the ehippin^, 
pt great numbers of the remaining men continually em- 
ployed ; and the attention of all was now turned towards 
drawing ofT from this scene of our late difiBstrous attempt. 

The General entered into a negotiation with Jackson 
about being permitted to send a portion of our wounded 
down the river in boats ; for which permission some equi- 
valent, which I ftit^et, was to be granted on our part, and 
which, after considenkble discussion, wag eventually agreed 
to. The sick, the wounded, the stores of every description, 
were now despatched as fast as circumstances would allow ; 
bill the efiecling of this occupied not less than nine days, 
during the whole of which time the enemy was incessant in 
his attempts to harass and annoy us. All their heavy onl- 
iiance was bronght to bear on our bivouack ; the sngar> 
house our people occupied, and even the head-quarters, did 
not escape : night and day they kept up a fire of shot and 
sheila upon these points ; but the distance being consider- 
able, no very great miBdjierresu]te<l from it, further than 
the continual state of uneasiness and alarm in which it kept 
the troops. On one occasion, however, a shell was thrown 
into the lines of the 4dd, who had since the attack occupied 
a port of the general hivouack, and which, falling into a hut 
occupied by Lieutenant Durcy of that regiment, while he 
lay asleep, earned off both his legs as it fell. Poor fellow ! 
he would thns be awakened in a rough manner indeed. 
I have since seen him in Dublin, the government having 
kindly compensated him by giving him a company, and I 
'ii'lieve two pensions. 
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StfTcn] ibdia were Uiromi into tke k 
miiws, bat proTiilpDtiallf wiihoot u^nrn^ waij one. Oa» 
fell in the jnri whllt- m port; of troops wks halted ihera 
for ■ aliort while, and which &UiD^ oa one of the mea'a 
knapncks. which he had pat off, it carried it, with itaalf, 
not lem than sis feet deep into the rarth. It diil not 
ezplodn. Some fell on the roof, which penetnted thnmgih 
all the Blories to the verjr gronnil. Everf night also the 
pic^net* were kept in a state of agitation and alarm by the 
centinaal attacks of Email parties of our skulking enemy, 
and my battalion, as did the others idso, lost couaideraUe 
namber< by tbix petty wartorv. In ghort, the men'e li?e6 
htfKa nlmMt to be a burden to them. 

There was another Boarce of anaoyance adopted on the 
part of the Americans on this occasion, but which, affect- 
ing only the mental, and not the bodily powers of oar 
•oldiera, was not eo much heeded. Ercry day alnoct 
they assembled in large bodies on the parapet of their line, 
with flags of various descriptions, some with " sulon' 
rights" nod numerous other devices, &c. painted on thentt 
luing the most insulting gesticulations towards tbose who 
were nenr enough to see them, a band playing Yaakae 
Doodle, and other national airs, all the while, and soins- 
timoa ironically favouring ns with itule Britannia. Con- 
niderable numbers of our men deserted about this tiniei. 
Erery encumbrance being removed, however, by the 17th, 
orders were issued for the march of the army on the 
following evening soon aftiT dark, leaving the pic^ueta as a 
reai^gnard, which were not to march till a short while be- 
fore daylight. In retiring, some of the wonnded, who wen 
unable to bear removal, were necessarily left in the bouEcs 
where they had been collected ; but there were not many 
so left, and no doubt the enemy acted humanely by them. 
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There were seren taeo of my battalioD left, out of vrhich 
three rejoined ns after the conclnsioD of peace ; the other 
four, I believe, were verj-biidly noanded, anil died ia con- 
jeqnence. It wae also neccustrj to HbaDdon sach of the 
gnat as remained in the advanced batteries, Waose, both 
from their weight and their being so near the enemy, they 
could not be brought off without expoaing onr intentions of 
RtrcAting'. Neither were these numerous, and most of 
them only iron ship-^as, wbicb are of no great value. 

The movement commenced according- to the [Veconcert- 
cd plan, and being conducted with secrecy and regularity, 
every soldier was brought off, over a country almost impass- 
kUe, and where, if followed and haraesed by an enterprising 
enemy, great numbers must have either &llen into their 
bands or perished in the swamp. But I believe, had the 
Americana even been aware of our intention, they would 
hare hesitated before they came into coUision with onr 
highly exasperated army, onrl would scarcely have dared to 
sttack ua in the open tie1d : they had bad enough of that 
worit on the 23d, to give them a specimen of what British 
soUien could do when met fairly, front to front. 

lie marsh, it may be necessary to mention, extended 
frcm the lower skirt of the wood to the hshennen's huts at 
th« mouth of the creek. This creek we had suled up on 
ovt advance, Imt this could not possibly be the case at pre* 
sent, both on account of onr numbers being much too great 
tai the number of boats, and of the danger to which it 
trvold have exposed the troops had they been attacked from 
the ahore, but principally on the former account ; a sort of 
r«ad had therefore been constructed by our artificers, by cut- 
tiog down houghs from the wood, and laying them a 
■och places as required something on the surtuce o 
to tnad. This road extended, as nigh as i can judge, ■ 
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eight or ten miles, and in pHEsijig nbtch Damerons slips 
were mule ioto the elouglis on each side : but tfaere being 
pleat}' of assistance generally at hand, thej helped each 
other out : some men, I understand, were lost, however, in 
this night-march through the swamp. 

Having amved at the hata before -mentioned, the whole 
anay set ahoat farming such places gf kbolter as the deiert 
Hwamp afforded. There were certainly reeds in abundance, 
but wo wanted some sortof timbere for the support of the 
outward covering. We, however, <lid the be«t we conld; and 
now every exertion was made by the navy to bnng the 
army off from this most uncomfortable place of abode, ami 
t^imeut after regiment were despatched as &st as the boats 
and other small craft could go and return, the distance from 
hence to the shipping being about seventy miles. While 
we remained here, we who were fond of shooting found 
plenty of wiM-dncks on which to exercise our sporting 
abilities ; but, alas ! we wanted shot, and were thei«ii>re 
seldom able to bring home a couple for dinner. 

A conaidersble number of slaves, belonging to the estates 
where we had lately been stationed, foUowed as down thus 
liir, some of whom would not return, but were afienrards 
sent on board of ship. These, male and female, ohea amn- 
Bed UB with their native dances, the men generally having a 
number of rings or bells about them, which sounded as they 
kept time to the tune. Some of their dances were, ho«-- 
ever, &r from decent, particularly on the part of the fe- 
males, which, it may be supposed, highly delighted gome of 
our young and thoughtless countrymen. Some were indu- 
ced to return to their masters i for those who came on 
board of ship, I believe it was not till very lately that the 
two governments came to terms as to the remunemlion 
which their owners claimed for them. 
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At lengith the turn came for my battalion to go on hoaxA, 
ihich we did on the 25th of January, when our whole fira 
campanies were put on board the Dover, the ship that bad 
brought out two tompanicB of the battalion, and which were 
then not much fewer in number than the five at present 
were ; in fact, we had lost more than half. The whole army 

did not get embarked till , when the 7tli FusileGrs came 

on board. This regiment bad been necessarily left alone at 
the fishermen's huts till the boats could return, as before 

ited, to bring them olf, and yet even this single battalion 
enemy, with upwards of 10,000 men, dared not come 
down and attack, although there were no works to protect 
it in this exposed situation. Nothing could possibly de- 
monstrate more fully and clearly, that, notwithstanding the 
repulse they had unfortunately given our troops, they 
dreaded them in the open country ; or else it must be attri- 
buted to the prudent sagacity of their leader, who, baring 
gBincd a victory which he hail previously scarce dared to 
bope for, now wisely resolved not to risk the tamishing 
of his dear-bought laurels. It is not an easy matter to re- 
concile this cautious and timid conduct with their tnrioua 
onset on the night of the 33d, and with their boasting 
^e«ches afler our failure on the 8th instant. 

Now, while we remain at rest for a short while on boani 
of ship, let us take a retrospective glance at the late events. 
It is certain we were singularly unfortunate. Providence, 
which bad smiled upon us in our late operations against the 
most formidable army in the world, the French, here 
tttnght us most painfully, that the victory is not always to 
'Iw gained by strength or courage. Indeed it was but a just 
pmughment for the contempt we entertained for our oppo- 
nents, and which unfortunate feeling, I believe, was almost 
oniversal. I own I entertained it in a high degree ; for I 
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judged it next to a moral imposBiliilJty that an army of un- 
(lisdptiaed and unroanugeable peaeauts, however namerons, 
could for a moment witLstaiid the attack of those troops 
who had overthrown the victorious legionH of Bonaparte. 
Bui every soldier was a patriot, and they fought for tLeir 
tountry, and for a country of all others most suitable for 
the o])enktions of such troops ; fiiU of fnstneBses, composed 
of creeks, and ueckg, and woods, &c. of till which they did 
not fail to take the utmost advantage. For this irork of 
tlicira, constructed on a spot of ground said to have been 
^intedout by General Morean, completely shut us out from 
all approach towanls the town, and compousatod for every 
ilisadvantsge under which they, as irregrulars, lahourad ; for 
it was not only a formidable barrier to our army, but it ga?e 
litem, by the protection it afforded their persooG, all the 
steadiness of troops inured to combat, and permitted them 
the full .exercise of that superior skill as marksmen for 
which they are fitmed, and which exposure in the open 
field would have deprived them of ; for here they were 
covered up to thu chin, and suffered comparatjvely nothing: 
from all our fire. 

But I fear wo bare something for which to blame our- 
selves on this occasion. It is certain, 1 believe, that they 
hod been timely apprized of the dustioation of our. expedi- 
tion, however secret we pretended to keep it ourselves, and 
if rumour may in sucb a case be permitted to go for any 
thing, it is said that information was conveyed from Jamaica 
to New Orleans direct by r French ship, which left the for- 
mer fur the latter place some time before our arrival. How 
she come into the possession of that information, I cannot 
justly tell. It is certain, however, that the Americans mast 
hfive had timely notice, or General Jackson conld not have 




hod the men iirom Keutuclcy and Tennessee t< 
the first night we landed. 

I before hazarded sn opinion, that had we pushed ft 
vn the S4th December, we should in all probability have 
proved snccessfiil. I will say nothing as to the point of de- 
liarkation being well or ill chosen, although tnany have said 
' we should have been more likely to succeed had we attacked 

Fort , which, after carrying, would have allowed 

us to land behind the town, instead of three leagues below 
it. These things I am totally incapable of judging of, from 
my ignorance of the country, I also before expressed my 
opinion, that had we attacked on New Year's Day, when 
our artillery produced such an effect on the appalled Ame- 
ricans, we should have bad a better chance of carrying their 
works. 

Another thing in which I venture to differ from the plan 
adopted by our lamented commander, is, that I would have 
employed the 7th and 43d to the post of honour, insteiul of 
keeping them in reserve. Tbey, it was well known, hail 
each established a reputation for being the finest regiments 
in the service, and every reliance might have been placed 
in their executing whatever task was assigned them, if axe- 
cntable by human powers. Fur different was it with those 
who unfortunately led the attack, for except one of the re- 
giments of the attacking column, they had not any of them 
been conspicuous as fighting regiments. 

It wm, I believe, a well known maxim of Bonaparte's, 
always to put his best troops in front ; if they were success- 
ul, their example served to stimulate the others to copy 
their example ; if unsuccessful, their discipline and valour 
never permitted them to become so totally disoi^nized as 

10 render the reverse irretrievable. The onset also of these 

belter troops, must produce a fiir different e 
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enemy than the besitaUng mod dispirited attack of inierior 
ones, HaJ onr troops on this occasion rnsfaed forward to 
the ditch in double quick time, or at least at a quick march, 
I Tentore to affirm the work wonld have been carried with 
the fourth part of the loss of what they suffered. Reason 
itself must point out lo any man, whether acquainted with 
military matters or not, that to more slowly onder a gall- 
ing fire is more trying and deslructire lo the troops bo mo- 
Ting-, than to rush at once to the point aimed at ; but much 
more, to halt at the rery point where erery fire-arm can be 
brought to bear upon them with the deadliest effect, is of 
all other modes of proceeding the least likely to soeceed. 
They n-ere thus exposed for hours to a« destrtictive a fire 
as erer was poured upon tbe heads of an attacking anny, 
while, had they pushed on at the rate I mention, a few mi- 
nutes would hare sufficed to put them troro under the &rt 
uf the artillery at least, for when close to the ditch, it coubt 
not he brought to bear npon them. Mark the mode in which 
the three compauiee on the left effected the tnsk assigned to 
them. Before the enemy were aware almost that they were 
to he attacked, these troops were in poaseacion of the woik 
tboy were destined to storm ; so quickly indeed that the de- 
fenders of that work had not time to effect their retreat, and 
were, as before noticed, made prisoners by the attacking 
party. This not only secured their safety while left there 
by themselres, but enabled them, in some degre«, to effect 
their retreat with less loss than they would otherwise have 
lieen exposed to. 

I have dwelt perhaps too lotig on this, but of all other 
canseB 1 deem this to have been the greatest of our »d 
failure. It is lamentable, however, to l« obliged to con- 
fess, that ill conduct on the part of some parties, bnt of 
one individual in particular, contributed in no sninH degree 
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to our repulse on this meloncboly occasion. For the rest, 
nothing could exceed the determined courog-e and patient 
endnrance of hardship that the army in general evinced, and 
certainly nothing could exceed the gallantry of our leaders. 
It was riow determined to make an attempt upon Mobile, 
a town lying about thirty or forty leagues to the eastward 
of New Orleans. Accordingly, the fleet got under weigh and 
proceeded in the direction of the entrance into Mobile Bay, . 
which is protected on the west side by shoals and Isle Dau- 
phine, and on the east by a fort, built on a point of land 
called Mobile Point, and laounling about twenty pieces of 
heary ordnance. Its name is Fort Boyer, I believe. Be- 
f(>re our arrival in this country, an attempt had been made oa 
this fort by one of our frigates, hut which entirely failed, 
omng- to her taking the ground on the shoals before men' 
doned. As she could not be got off, and as she lay under 
the fire of the fort, her crew were compelled to abandon her, 
but, I believe, not till they had first set her on fire ; her wreck 
lay here whenwecame. Until this fort was taken, no vessel of 
any size could enter the bay, consequently it became neces- 
aary to attack it in form. The brigade formerly General 
Gibhs's, consisting of the 4th, 21st, and 44th, was therefore 
Ilinded a little behind the point, and proceeded without de- 
lay to invest it ; the remainder of the troops were landed on 
Itle Dauphin e. 

Ve were put on shore on the 8th February, and instantly 
B commenced hatting ourselves by brig&iles. Some of the ofl!- 
8 bad tents issued out to them; the acting Quartermaster 

■ Md myself had one between us. This island is almost covered 
T irith pine-wood, hut in other respects it is nearly a desert, 
L Mid without any inhabitants resident on it, save one family, 
Wa Mr Rooney, ibrmerly from Belfast I understand, but now 

■ ft DBtur&lized American. He was married to a native of 
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LoaiGiftna, a Isiiy of French extraction. He hud been a mid- 
shipnian in tUe American nsvvi hnt had been disnussed for 
some misconduct, it wb£ said, and banished to this island. 
He appeai-ed to us to be no great things. 

I omitted to mention that the 40tli ivgiment had anircd 
from Eng'tandbcfure we left the banks of the Miasiiaippi, bat 
it being- after the &ilure Ihej were of no use. and were noo- 
Bvqnently not permitted to land. They were afterwards 
placed in our brigade, which now bivouacked near to the 
point of the island faring the bay. When we arrived, the 
island contained a considemble number of cattle, with ]>ig«, 
&C. belonging' to Kooney, but whii;h had been pennitted, ks 
is customuryin this country, to ruQ wild in the woods, ther« 
being no danger of their leaving the island. These, how- 
ever, soon fell a prey to euch hungry fellows m we werpj 
who had been for some time past on rather short commons. 
But they did not answer onr expectations, lieing in taste, 
what may appear stngnlar, quite fishy. This was attributed 
to their feeding so much on raarine Tegetables, there being 
little other pasture forthem on the island, 

A hoax was played eff upon great numbers of otir yooitg 
bands respecting this fishiness. There was on one point 
of the island n considerable oyster-bed, and it was gvnerall^ 
pretty near this that the cattle were fonnd and shot, that 
being the most distant from our bivouack. It wm therefore 
said the flesh of the cattle Ijecame of that pecnlior flavour 
from feeding upon oysters. Some, without reflecting, cre- 
dited this strange slory, as the assertor generully said be had 
seen the cattle opening the oysters with their tongues. "ITiiB 
oyster-bed, howerer, was a source of great luxury lo us, (or 
it not only afforded us the means of rendering the sdt junk 
more palatable by having tin excellent sauce to make it 
go down, but it even afforded n most wholesome and 6eli> 
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«ious meal upon occasions bjr eating them raw. ' 
'aude the best use of our time when not employed on mili- 
tery nfTairs, in eadearouriDg to catch as many fish as we 
could ; and for this purpose, my mesa purchased from one of 
the pooF Spanish fishermen before mentioned (and who, for 
iJie information and kindness they had shown us, were ob- 
liged to quit their habitations and follotv us), an exc«Uent 
OBitiog-net, with which the acting Quartermaster and my- 
■elf occupied ourselves from day to day, generally bnnging 
Jiome a sofBcient quantity of fish to serve our mess. I never 
laboured more assiduously in any occupation than I did in 
this. Dot only from a relish for such amusement, but be- 
OK we really wanted somethitig to eke out our scanty 
nls. We at length got a siene-neC from one of the men* 
■war, with which we were not only able to supply our- 
setve« most abundantly, but always had a large tjuontity to 
pre away to the soldiers. Wild-fowl also were very plenti- 
ful when we first entered the island ; but from the nnmber 
lolled, and the constant shooting at them, they boou became 
scarce and difficult to get at. 

Here also there were abundance of alligators, and on our 
fiiiuDg and shooting excursions we irequently started them 
from their Inrking-placee, which were generally among tbe 
K«ds by tbe side of an inland lake, or rather creek of the 
MA. On these occasions we seldom saw thera, for they al- 
ways endeavoured to avoid us : hut wherever they ran along 
the bottom of the water, they stirred up tbe mud sogreatlji I 
all the track they took, that we had no difficulty in tracin^f 
them. I never remember to have seen a hre one on these 
oocuions, but a dead onu once afforded uh considerable 
Mnnsemeut. One evening, on our return home from our 
oonstADt occupation, there being three or four of as of the 
party, I waa in front, and the acting Quartermaster and th« 
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othera in the rear of me. On & sadden I waa alarmed hy the 
cry of " Oh stop, here's an alligator !" sad before I could look 
roiind, a shot was tireit apparently into the earth, cIcMe be- 
side tlieir f«eU I went back to see what was the matter, 
and found indeed, as he had said, an alligator, but one whidi 
I suppose had been dead for severe! months at least. It was 
horied in the sand, and only a part of its bodyappeftrcd ; Imt 
whether he imagined it might haveplaced itself in that sitna- 
tion inteationally, with the view of enticing its prey within 
its reach, or what other thought he had, I cannot tell, but, 
to make assurance doubly sure, he tired his rifle nghl into 
the body of the half-rotten alligator. He was long and often 
xeverely roasted about this aflerwards. A young t>ne was 
taught olive, however, by some of the I4lh dragoons, and 
brought home to England, and afterwards, 1 unilerstand, 
presented to the British Museum. All this while the siege 
of the fort was going forward, but as we had nothing to 
do with it, we bad plenty of time, not only to hunt for 
extra prog, but to amnse otirselTea in any other inajin» we 
pluased. 

The army, about this time, was inspected by our Chie( 
General Lambert, by battalionR. My kind late commaadisg' 
officer. Captain Travera, who was severely wonnded at the 
attack on the Bth, had rejoined by this time, although still 
very lame. During the inspection, the General said to him, 
" Travera, I am sorry to hear that your sergeant -tnajor ran 
away on the night of the 23d, during the attack." — '■ That 
is impossible. General," said Tnvers, '■ for he fought as 
bravely as any man could possibly do, and was carried off 
the field near the end of the fight, severely wounded. 
Gut I have a guess what has given rise to this report. A 
sergeant of ours left his battalion, I believe, either during 
or alter the fight, and hariag taken up his quarters near one 




of the houses where the wounded were earried, the sui^con 
pressed him to remain with him as hoepitul-sei^eant. 1 
mode efforts to have him sent to hLi battalioD, but could not 
get it done. This must have been the cause of encb a stor^ 
hkving got abroad." — " Ah," says the General, " I am sorry 
that the poor sergeant-major should have lain under a stig- 
ma, of which he was altogether undeserving ; and, now 
since we have done him an involuntary injustice, and he is 
It deserving man, we miut try what amende we can mahe 
him for it." He accordingly recommended him for an en- 
signcy in one of the West India regiments ; and before that 
(lay twelvemonth, he had risen to the rank of lieutenant. 
Nothing could be finer than the feeling of Sir John Lam- 
liert on this occasion ; indeed, he bas always shown himself 
a most excellent upright man, and a gallant officer. 

About this time, a Hussion vessel whs detained going up 
to New Orleans with a cargo of wine from Dordeaux ; but 
although she would, I doubt not, have been a legal capture, 
for breaking the blockade, the master was permitted to dis- 
pose of his cargo to our army, and an excellent thing he 
made of it, for the wine, which he must have purchased tor 
about one shilling or one and sixpence a bottle, he charged 
us in general about four shillings for; we were glad, how- 
ever, to get it at any price, and a most seasonable supply 
it was indeed. On one of our shooting excursions, an of- 
ficer of ours fvll in with a bow atid two or three pigs, in 
the wood : he instantly tired at one of the pigs and killed 
it ; but when going to pick it up, the sow set upon him 
with such fnry, that he was glad to abandon his prize, and 
retreat with precipitation. 

When the army landed near New Orleans, the 14th light 
dragoons had taken their saddles and other horse equipments 
with them, in hopes of being able to get monnted in tbs 
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omutiy ; utd wfak!], bang bulky, required a g 
ho>t to tiring^ off »g«in. Tbey ireiv Ilierefore put oi 
ColiHideT>bl»-sised odg, with bd officer of the r^im 
guard to protect ibem. On tbeir wb^ down towards the al 
ping, night urertook them before tber could reach their 
deetiiiatioD, on which tbej pushed tomrds the ehore, i ' 
ther of an isUnd or the mainland, I cannot s&j, in hopes 
of being more secure for the night ; they consequently pot 
on a sentry, and nil lay down in the boat to sleep. 
ftDenrards, however, a boat came rowing rapidly alongeide, 
and before the sentry could discoTer who or what they 
were, ibej boarded, and instantly mode the party all prwon- 
ere The officer, I beheve, when call^l on to deliver np bis 
sword, was so annoyed at being trapped in such a manner, 
that he threw it into the lake, as <«r as be could fling it. 
The American officer who captured them was a lieutenant 
in their navy, and went by the name of Commodore Sbiel 
(for every fellow is s commodore who commands evtm a 
few boats). He was so elated by his success on this occs* 
sion, and, I believe, by having taken another boat with 
stores, that he boasted to his prisoners, that he would take 
even Admiral Cochrane himself yet, before he left the 
country. 

While we remained on Isle Dauphine, a commiuvy, 
with a sergeant and party of our men, were sent oa share, 
on the mainland, to shoot bullocks for the supply of the 
army. They bad landed, and the commissary, with the ser* 
geant and I think two men, went off into the 
ing ivou<), leaving the two or thnie other men at the land* 
ing-place to protect the bout. Here again Mr Shial made 
Lis appearance, quite suddenly and unexpectedly, lutiiiig 
come round a jutting point before the men were aware o 
bis presence ; he instantly, of course, made them poisoners. 
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and, taking their arms from tfaem, he pot them on board 
their own l>oat, then, sending a part of hia crew on board 
to mana^ it, despatched it for the American harbour. He 
^L'ftow with a few more of his people went in search of the 
^Pmrnmiseary and bis party, whom he Eoon found ; and they 
^T-faeing reaistance would be vain, when their own boat was 
departed, were compelled at once to surrender. He instantly 
put them into his own boat ; ami taking the commissuy 
into the after-sheets alongside of himself, the sergeant and 
the other men were pat forward to the head of the boat. 
Whether any preconcerted scheme and signal bad b«ea 
agreed upon between the commissary and the sergenat, I do 
not know, but an ojiportunity soon after offering, the com- 
missary gave the sergeant the wink, and instanlty seizing 
Mr Shiel by the Ibighs, pitched him right overboard in an 
instant ; the sergeant, at the same moment, seizing the 
(toutest of Shiel'e men, and serving him in a like manner. 
The othere being attacked by the remaining two men, at 
once surrendered, and, t believe, suffered themselves to be 
^' bound; and our people, having now resumed their arms 
bid become masters of the boat, admitted Mr Shiel, who, I 
kncy, bad clung to the boat to prevent his drowning, to 
I Come once more on board. What became of the other man 
!irho was thrown over, I know not : whether he swam on 
Ihore. or was drowned, or was afterwards taken into the 
^ Imal, I cannot tell ; but the result was, that the great, the 
boasting Commodore Shiel, was brought to the island a 
prisoner, where he landed hke a drowned rat, and quite 
chop&tlen. 

The L-ommissary, who niis a fine, stout, and gallant young 
fellow, spoke higbly in praise of Tom Fiikes, our sergeant, 
&)r his bravery and goo<l management on the occasion. 
At length the works being all completed for battering 
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Ibe fart. Colonel Smitli was B»nt in with & flBg of tnic« tu 
demanil ita snrreoder. The commandant ws£ quite ondfl- 
dded bow to act, ami asked the Colonel what he, as a man of 
bononr, wotild advise him to do. " Why," says the Colonel. 
" do you not see that uur guns are now orerlooking your 
wliole worii, and that we coold, in a very short time, knock 
il down about your ears ? I have no hesitation in telling; 
you, tliat the rnlcB of wai- will fally justify you in lurren- 
dehng to snch a soperior force, and when the apge ha« 
i^vanc«d to such a point as it actually is." His arguments, 
together with the truth of his sIstementE. at length over- 
CMne the courage and determination of Jonathan, and he 
instantly agreed to surrender, the garrison, sAerwards be- 
coming [nisoners of war, marching out and laying down 
their arms on the glacis. 

Thus, on the 12th February, this important fortifiication 
feu into our hands, together with 400 men of the 2d regi- 
ment of the United States, and either one or two American 
colours. This obstacle removed, every exertion was now 
made to advajice up the lake to the attack of Mobile ; bnt 
on the 14th, a vessel arrived with the unexpected, but 
cheering information, that peace had been concluded at 
Ghent between the two nations, and that it only reijuired 
the ratification of Mr Maddison, the United States' presi- 
dent. Of course, all further operations of a warUke natoiv 
were suspended for the present, till it was known whether 
the treaty would be ratified or not. This ship also brought 
out the notiUcation of onr two Generals, Lambert and 
Keane, being appointed Knights of the 8ath. Some of onr 
Colonels also were included in the liet, viz. Blakenv of the 
the 7th, and Dickson of the royal artillery. 

And DOW nothing was thought of bnt amusement, and 
making onrselres as comfortable as possible. But we began 
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to get ver)' short of proviaions. Our people were therefore! 
obhged to Eeod to the Havannah, where they prof ared the 
strongest Eort of beef I ever sew. It was not salted ; but after 
the cattle had beeu killed, ull the thiu belly part bod been 
cut round the whole bullock, in narrow stripes, of about 
two incheB in width ; this being laid, or hung up in the 
•un, which is extremely powerful in that country, it was 
dried without having' the least offensive taste or smell, far- 
ther th&n a little rancidity, which was not by any means 
BDpleiftant ; but when brought from on board, it had much 
more the appearance of coiU of ropes (for it was coiled up 
io a siroilar manner) than provision for the use of man. An 
side<de-canip of General Lambert's, then Lieuteniint, but 
now Major D'Este, son of his Royal Highness the Dnke 
of Sussex by Lady AugiisCa Murray, used freijuently to 
join the shooting party of our acting qnartermaster and 
myself; and, on one occasion, having obtained a canoe, a 
trip to the mainland was projected, for the purpose of 
ihooting ; accordingly we took two or three men with us, 
■nd started from the northernmost point of the island, that 
being the nearest to the main, which we saw before us, and 
act more than five or six miles distant. It was considered 
the best mode of proceeding for us all to get into the boat, 
except one man, who was a feraous wader, (having often ac- 
Gompamed us in our expeihtions around the island,) and who 
WSA to wade as fiu- out into the sea as he conid, dragging 
' the canoe after him. Tim he could do very easily, for al 
' was quite Ught, and tbe water was exceeding shallow for ft ' 
great distance into the sea. He continued towing us in this 
manner for about half a mile, when, being fairly up to bii 
chin, he and we thought it was high time for him to come 
1 board ; but, in doing this, he gave her such a cant m 
turned her right over, and pitched tu all into tbe water. T 
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luckily had my eye upon tUe man when he sprang to get 
into the canoe, and RUEpecting tliat she could not bear so 
rough a pull, was ready ; and accordingly, when I saw her 
going, leaped out, without being plunged overhead, ia kll 
the others were. But all our rifles, &c. were pitched out, 
and of course sunk to the bottom, to which we were obliged 
Id dive before we could get them up. This accident put a 
stop to our excursion, nud we wuded out again, looking 
extremely foolish. Nevertheless we ought to hare Iwen 
truly thankful to Providence that it occurred before we got 
out of our depth ; for, with such a frail bark, it is mora 
than probable some accident would have happened b«fare 
our return, had not this prevented our furthei 

Innumerable were our adventures of this nature, j 
water was delightfully warm, and having no militi 
patiun nt the time, we could not find any better t 
A party, indeed, suggested the getting np of theatrtttb, 
which being approved on all bands, norkmen were instaotlr 
set about erecting the theatre-royal, Isle Dauphine. This, 
of course, with the getting off of parts, occupied the muia* 
gers and the other performers for some time ; but at length 
all being ready, most escellent entertainments took place, 
following each other in quick succession. At some trf ihinr 
parties, American officers, who now often paid us visits, 
were highly entertained, and paid us high compliments, not 
only tts to the splendour and magnificence of our theatrical 
representations, but to our ingenuity as displayed in but- 
building, whicb, they said, even surpassed the architectonl 
abilities of the Indians in that branch of the art,— a high 
compliment indeed I 
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.afthB Treaty of Piscc— Eschangi of PriHiiicr^—Ouc TriH 
embark for England— W he u alTlhccouIof Ireland, riKEive inici 

Cx of Bnnapurti^V rscnpr from Eltia — The JiuUiar and lun But 
reach the Downi, aiid proceed to ThomclUFe — Emlmrk rWr i 
TtaneD^Arrive at Parig, uid ocrupf the Cbsmpa Elfsjv*— Review 
of Ik* Riudan Guordi— RiwJan Dlieiplliie— Brltiah Troopi miew- 
at—AaMent to Prince Blueher— AmuiemeDts in Parin— The Ailled 
^arca, esccptlhe AnD>- nf Occupation, leare Parb— The Author* 
"SMIsUap embark fur England— Rcudi Dover, and reluru (o Thorii- 
obtoioi leave of absence, and viuM bis Funilr— His Batla- 
Jjui ordered to Irelond^Srli out to join it, aconnpanled bf hi* Wife, 
Mbo die* three day* after they reach Dublin— HI* Battalion reduced 
^LJbIiu the Km Baltalion ai Ooaport, which is ordered to Srolland 
'Arrive at Leiih, and march lo GtaagDW — The Author return* hams 
Jb lU health— HU Father dies — loins his Battalion ogalo— WInten 
IjHhiHDe— IDs Baltolion ordered to Ireland— Joins ilat Beltbst— They 
••eapy different uaiions during the Whiteboy Inaurrectluu — Sli 
"' ' of hi* Battalion ordered to fiava Sootla, but the Author 

i|— lliw with the other four companiea — He )■ shortly ordered to 
|M«*ed Is Nora Scotia— IIIk health declines— Returns home in coii- 
•aqueno, lakes advantage of Lord PalmentOD'a Bill, and retirnt on 



_ M tlie 5th IVIarch, the ratification of the treaty of peace, 
ll^ Mr Muddison. arrived ; and now all oar thought* were 
tttrned towar>1§ our dear natire tountry. On the IStli also, 
all our poor fitllon-B, who had been made prisoners by the 
Americane, joined us at thia island, an exchange in con^e- 
of pence having of course taken place. Many of 
r2 
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Uiese were etrange-lookiBg figures wfaen they came among 
us, most of tbem having been strippeil of great part of their 
nntfbriDB, their caps particuWl}', and wearing mocsssin^, a 
sort of lodian sandals, instead of shoes or boots, and being 
so sonbiimt as to be scorcelj recognisable*. 

Major Mitchell told its that General Jackson had treated 
bim exceeding harshly, because he lUd not choose to gire 
the General snch information respecting our niimbeis, &c. 
aa be wished. He also said he met with great insoleuce oo 
his way up to Natchez, wbera the prisoners were kept, from 
the diffierpnt parties of Kentucky men, and others, whom 
be met on their way down " to take a shoot," as they 
termed it, " at his countrymen." He met many thousands 
in this manner, so that 10 or 12,000 is the very luwest 
namber that Jackson could hare had for the defence of his 

1 do not remember that we ever had Divine service per- 
formed during the period of this expedition except once or 
twice, and that about this time. Indeed the activity requi- 
red of the army at all limes, during the continuance of 
hostilities, almost necessarily precluded it. At this lime I 
remember perfectly the preacher's text was, *' My son, give 
me thy heart." Alas t bow few of the hearts of his bearers 
were given at that time to Him who only had a right to 
demand them I I confess with shame and sorrow, that 
almost any trifle, however unworthy, possessed a grt«ter 
interest in my heart than He who had formed it, and who 
alone ia worthy of supreme regard. — The good Lord pardon 
this neglect, for Christ's sake I 

The regiments now began to go on boaiil the different 
ships, as fastr as arrangements could be made to receive 
them ; and when on board, they sailed at once wilLout 
ii'oiting for the others, there being now no danger of lulling 
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in wHh an enemy. The weather now began to grow ex- 
ceedingly warm, which brought out allig^tore and snakefl 
in abundance. The latter were extremely annoying, for they 
sometimes got into our very tents, and one on one occa- 
sion so frightened a captain of ours (who was not afraid of 
man) as to make him sprawl up the tent-pole to get out of 
its reach, roaring out at the same time most lustily for help. 
It was killed and put into a bottle of spirits, and I believe 
he brought it home, It was an exceeding smdl one, but 
with the most beautiful crimson, or rather pink-coloured 
wary strmJi running down its lui'k imaginable. We were 
told it waa one of the most venomous of all the American 
reptiles, save probably the rattlesnake. 

The thunder and lightning also became very frequent, 
and the former, I think, the roost awfully grand I ever 
heard. It appeared to roll along just on the very tops of 
the pine-trees, many of which indeed were scathed to the 
very roots by the latter. 

On the 3l8t March our turn came to go on board, and 
we were rejoiced to find that the Dover, our old fnend, was 
to be our principal ship, the remainder of the men beyond 
what she could hold being sent on board the Norfolk trans- 
port. While we were prepariug for sea, I took a boat and 
a party with a aiene, and went on shore on a sandy point 
nf the island, where I had not been before, and in a short 
time caught a tine load of fish, mostly grey mullet, with 
which we returned on board, greatly to the satisfaction of 
■ all those who shared in them. Every thing being now 
ready, we weighed and bid adieu to America on the 4th 
April, shaping our couree for the Havannah, where our 
captain intended to call for various purposes, but principally 
(o replenish his stock, which hod begun to get exceedingly 
tow. "~ 
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gDpplietl with perforoiers. The piece on this oocaaton ti'U 
Anthony anil Cleoputra. There were &1eo some equestrimD 
performers here from the Untteii States. They hod built a 
fine circus, at about half a mile's distaoce from the city, to 
■rery one of course repairetl. AJl the world was 
ven little Connolly, whom 1 had known at Cadiz ag 
S major in th« Spanish service, veoA here in the coromaud 
of a regiment, and had attained the rank of fijll Colonel. 
He did not seem over auxious to r<M:ognise any of hia former 
aoqnaintances, nor even to let it lie known that he was eo 
much of a Briton as to hare acquaintance with any people 
of that country ; in short, he wished to be considered a com- 
plete Spaniard. I donbt not he is now a rank apo«lolical. 
We paid a visit also to old W'oodville, the ttunous cigar- 
maker. He was an expatriated Englishman, from Port»- 
raouth I believe, obliged to flee his country on account of 
some smuggling transaction, and, in doing this, he bad 
changed his name. We found the old man ill in bed, but 
able to Bit up and speak with as. He wore an immense 
long white heard, reaching down nearly to the beil as he 
sat np. Yet thiH old man had a yonng black wife, and a 
whole fry of young mulattoes running' about the house like 
as many little pigs. He was very kind, but apparently not 
over well to do. We bought each a considerable quantitv of 
h» fiuned cigars, for which we paiil him, I think, four dot- 
Ian B thousand — more, I apprehend, than he usually gets 
from the Spaniards far tbem. 

Having laid in such sea stock as we could conveniently 
procure, and having stored ourselves well with the delicioiu 
preserves of this country, and withal bought a fine turtlei 
weighing about two cwt., on the ^4th we set sail for old 
and hafipy England, glad once more to set our ^es hom&- 
wvd. 



lOfl ARniVE AT PLYMOt Til. 

\\'e liiul A quickieb run throagli the Gnlf af Floridfti «r, 
us it is more properl}' c(JI«m1, tlie Baliuua C'LiuidpI, and, 
keeping to the northnanl of Benuuda, shaped our course 
id that we passed a little to the soutli of tht; Great New- 
Ibundland Bank. From hence the wind uaa roughish 
generally, hut quite fair, so tliat we frequeatly rao at the 
rate of 200 miles in the twenty-four hours, the traneport 
lieiug an excellent sailer. 

Nothing particular occurred till we were within ■ few 
days' «ail of Ireland, when we fell io n'ith an Americau who 
had just left England. From liim we learned Ihe totally 
uniuoked-lbr infonnatiou, that Bonaparte had made his 
escape from Elba, and had returue<l to France, and that the 
whole continent was once more involved in war. Nothing 
could exceed the change which this unexpected news pro- 
duced among our peo]ile. Some whg were desponding at 
the gloomy prospect of half-pay, revived in a mom^it, and 
agtun set honour, glory, and promotion, once more hefbi« 
the eyes of their imagination. Inileetl, 1 think no one 
seemed sorry at the change ; hut some probably would have 
preferred a short repose, before ihey were called upon again 
to leave that home which they had puuted to thiuiiBolves 
so comfortable and happy. 

On the we arrive*! at Plymouth, where th« gooA 

folks received us with great cordiality ; but the news from 
Flanders now engrossed all attention, and our unfortunate 
business seemed forgotten. It was as well perhaps that it 
was so, for we had no victory to boast ; and with the world 
it is but too often the case, that a want of good fortune is 
almost tantamount to a want of good conduct. We were 
ordered on to Portsmouth, which we reached in two days i 
and from thence proceeded still onwards to the Don-ua. 
Our arrival was telegraphed to London, from whence, after 
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iome commtinicatioii hr post also with the Comnwnder-in* 
Cbie^ we were ordered to disembmrk, which we did on the 
8d June. The cans^ of this bein^ ordered, and of our not 
proceeding direct to Flanders, was, that we were exlrem^ 
ill off for equipment, nearly one-foortli of our men being 
withoat amis or appolotmentc, all thoee who had been pri- 
BOOerBiBnd many of those who had been severely wounded, 
haviDg been depriied of them. In some respects the onler 
for our landing waa onfortanate, as far m regards the 
honanra of that great and crowning victory of Waterloo, 
in which we conseqaently hod no Bhare ; and, on the other 
hand, as &r as regards my own public accounts, at least it 
fortuoate for me, for 1 waa thus enabled to hare them 

ipared, and forwarded to the War Office, and finally set- 
tted without loss of time, which I could not hare done bad 
we left England again immediately. 

We were ordered from Deal to ThM-ncliffe, our old qna^ 
lea, where we found three companies of my battalion, and 
fire or six of the other two. All our old friends were of 
course glad to see us ; and, nnder such circiimatnnces, the 
meeting of those between whom friendship has long sub- 
nMed, is in a great measure a compensation for the tocl and 
sufferings of a soldier's life. We continued at Thomclille 
far Ktme time, but busily preparing once more to take the 
field ; and had Bonaparte not been m> predpilste in his 
norements, we might bare shared in the glory of bis final 

I was compelled to go to London while we remained 
here, for the purpose of settling a variety of accounts, &c., 
and while there was persuaded to appear before the Medical 
Board, for the purpose of obtaining a certificate as to t 
nature of my wound, on which to found a clum for a year't . 
pay. the amount at this time given to all whom that Board { 
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4M ArTBOK > KATTAUOM SEXT TO FBAKCt. 

TCOT^MMJai M fit nfcfaeta far Oi* honty. 1 had omit- 
Mi M^ w wka IB Lm>Am btAwiv heonw 1 tbonght no 
•■• krf laj dMK far it, cxoaft Hcb w had snffeivd moM 
■mmUIt ia bnU ■■ cwPfyiwiCT of tlwir ironnds. How- 
1^ M the W Bg' *i«» of T K m^ I did appear before the 
BaK<^ «te tnmHirvt. mj wwkd of roch sererity u to 
Mtitl* ■• to that haaatj ; aad J aooatdinglr soon after 
fMMT«d tbt mm vt LJ18, 19k. 6d, lii« uuunnt of one 
yMT ■ pajr. I ba»* rcaaon to he thankful both (o the ^- 
twiianal ani to oij tneulm Sot th» nnlooked-fDr aa^en- 
Miatt of tmj ttai^ and tn>l I did not make an ill use 

Bat at length the am of the memorahle battle of Wa- 
lariim anired, ^ti we had no share in it. I know not 
whether I ihall he helieTed, bttl 1 think there w^re few of 
> in the late expedition hat felt ftomewbal 
, and ntber vexed, that tliix di-cicire acliaa 
shonU hare takcA place so oarir, and alma«t wished that 
the goremmeot had dec|uirhvd as even ae we were on our 
first arrinJ in England : for realljr. as it turned out, it wu 
moat onfbrlunate to thoM of nir friends, who had been 
undergoing probahlj a« serere and haxardoos a «emoe a* 
any our armjr had lately been enpa^red in, and that all that 
ahoold be looked apon as nluiocit worse than nafiang, while 
come foUQg fellows, nho had ncTer before seen an enemy, 
should be corere<l with the honours and lii^tinctions which 
mply lavished on (hem, merely because they had 
the gooil fortune to share in that brilliant and deciaire tic- 
^mj. But reg^ret is vain and unprofitable, and a soldier 
it nuke up his tnind to meet with bad as wi-Il ai good 
, or he vrill only render hie life the more miser- 
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mlurkcd at Dover, and on tbw 
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I8th landed at Ostend ; but we were entering only on ■ 
bnren aftvice, the honours having been all acquired pre- 
vious to our arrival. We moved forward by the way of 
Bruges, Ghent, Oudenanle , and Mons, and tbeu through 
BftVay and Chatelet to Peronne ; from Peroune through 
Roye, Pont Lant, Maxence, and Louvre, to Paris. Here 
were posted to the brigade in which our olber two 
ipanies were stationed, and occupied the Chatnps Ely- 
> as our curap. Certainly the sights we witneGBed in 
thia foT'lunied capital amply repaid us for our trip to Franc«i 
howerer devoid of military glory that might l)e> 

It will not be expected thut I shoidd enter into a detail 
of aU the liona which this splendid city contains, and which 
attracted the curiosity of nearly half the gentry of this 
Mnntry. Suffice it to say, we saw the palaces of the 
TUUeneS) St Cloud, Luxemburg, and Versailles, with 
■U the splendour they contain — the churches of Notre 
DwDc and the Pantheon — the Hospital of Invalids — the 
Garden of Plants— Ibe Hotel de Ville— the Palais Royal, 
and the far-faraed Louvre. In this latter, a person might 
at that time spend a twelvemonth, without exhausting the 
cuiosities and beantics it contained ; but, during our stay 
hCM, we witnessed its divestment of nearly all its most 
rilned specimens of art, to the great regret, ^rief, and an- 
noyance of those who had ransacked almost all nations to 
dMorate this splendid gallery. This was undertaken and 
ex«cuted by our illustrious Chief, in the name and on the 
behalf of this onr generous nation. He dealt out with » 
jut and impartial hand, to all who had claims upon this 
magnificent cullection, the specimens of art which h»d 
fiinneriy adorned their national churches and palaces, with- 
«ut one painting or one statue of the meanest descripdon 
i-fceing reserved for himself, who had been mainly instra- 




^■iB^ ■ 'u DH^B -id . ■! iiMt<. tea ta &PM lo mtim here ; 
aai. JTBulr. "itm a[M.-uauH^ :iltt rvpuKCiwr of miUiMts oj' 

.£i TV I ^ (aera ouui j^ 'anx:^! ro rvm<-Bib#r what h« i$ 
^-it oirai — 1 :?iiiiKiuiv raac Ufwu-^u — •e^</a aTspoor, «h)cb 
. uid dun paaeedi a«aT for ever. 
i liTuulL; into nothine, 
iil«&t nemotuis of our 
& ch^ kiTe passed Bwaj', 
f tf« cuikctinl m tlib ts^, dark 
> ibo«e wba p«rh^>6 once 
sjuwii 'ii'g suriit viih jutrms '. I Livv tu meditate on ttiie 
sail 4-i;ai'. wliii:-!. it .inly L-uoiiafitmL teacbes the soandest 
•'.frdum. Hi.'* ut arv *» Tg b« allimd br the gav &ii- 
t;E>::i- x^ilies ./; ta buor. to dirrvt that we most soon, so 
•tvr^ suuo. t^^ki; sp imt tbude ia the liarii and silent tomb ! 
i.Hi ! ^J w remi*. when valleil Dpaa, to descend into the 
huusf ^poiaced iir «U Utiiu; '. Bat tbou^ these medita- 
Cins auiT be piesuii^ to isrselt^ tfaev taay not be so to mv 
muter. I wiU tberdun leave ibis dark, deep, and capa- 
<Mie i.-{ianiet-ho*K«, and once more ascend irith him to the 
luchi oi tbe ssB. 
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We had not remsined lonp in Psris, till there wm ■ 
^nuid review of the Emperor of RosBia's Gnards, and which 
took place ia the Place of Louis XV% imnieiiiately in 
front of the Tiiilleries. Sothing conid eKceed the nni- 
fonnity and the Btcadioest of lhe«e Northern wvrion. 
There were troops of all armies faaonght tbem; the Cot* 
tacks, the hnssars, the artiUery, the grenadien, and dM j 
n^Iar in&nlry, a\\ vied with each other in thrar endea- 
vonrs to please their beloved Czar. Here were ftU the 
great ones of the earth aaiembled to witneM thia impocing 
spectacle i exhibited, no donbt, at mjxcb a* mnj thing, for 
the parpoBe of showing the French the power of thoae wbo 
now held them in sulijection. But that arbitrary power 
which is so intolerable to the idesa of an Englithroan. wal 
here exhibited in all its native defonnily. A Cuload 
of one of the regiments, whoae moremenia did not pica 
the Emperor, was, without the least eeretnony, taken frc 
the head of his reginient, and rammed into » omdib 
gnard-house, where an Eng-llNh officer waa on duty. Ma J 
heeitated to receive him, nntil aasured that such was 
custom in the Rnssian service, and that it WM the Empe* 
Tor's orders. 

My battalion waa soon after remoried from tb« brif(Mlt-l 
it was originally posted to, and joined another, >tatioii«d Oft.4 
Montmartre, Mere the adjutant and myself were ^ 
lered on a proprietor of the pita oat of which Ibu ba 
pUeter of Paris is dag. These pits are litoatMl on th« Mai] 
of this hilt, facing the city. From hence I often took a fiifa- 
iog, or a shooting, or a coursing excursion. The first waa 
generally confined to the Canal del Oarq, in whirh I found 
pike, perch, and tench. I never was very succesaful, how- 
erer, both from the vast nnmbers of fishermen which fre- 
quented this water, and from the scvcity of fiib. Partridgft 
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and hares wtre uliondant in the neighbourhood of Parie, Lai 
we bail not a f;ood dog: among us. We obtained leave from 
the Duke of Orleans to shoot in one of the royal [ireserres, 
lUe Forcet of Boudy. In our coursing expeditions we w 
more successful, sometimes bringing in to the amount of 
teven bares in a day. This would be looked upon almost a 
poaching in England, hut in France it vaa otherwise ; they 
know nothing of coursing there ; and nothing could exceed 
tlie beautiful country round Faris for that sport ; it wai 
dead level generally, without a hedge, sometimes for miles 
to£:ether, and a rich com country, so that hareE abounded. 
Towards antumn, we bad two or three reviews of the Bri- 
tish troops : these were splendid exhibitions of the tactics 
of our great General. But though the army had the appear' 
anceof a fighting army, I do not think it equnlled the Rus- 
sians in point of rpgularity and uniformity ; with tbcm the 
whole army is nearly dressed alike, especially tbe infantry ; 
while the variety of our facings and other distinctions of 
regiments, detracts greatly from the appearvice of the ttnny 
Its a whole. Here also the crowned heads of Europe assem- 
bled in this city, paid us tbe compliment of their presence, 
the Emperor Alexander inspecting most minutely every 
rcigiment and division as it passed him. Tbe AuBtrians and 
tho Fruseians also occatiionally showed themselves in bodies, 
hut I do not remember to have seen a general reriew of 
eitber of these armies ; indeed neither of them bad a Ui^ge 
force in or near Furis, they being mostly at some distance 
from the capital, 1 believe. But we were often deligfated 
with the Austrian Emperor's band, in which there were no 
lens, I believe, ibaii seventy performers, and all these tbe 
very first-rate musicians. We also had bon^e-races occasion* 
ally, that is, among the English officers ; at one of which I 
witnessed poor old Btucbcr receive a burl, from which lit 
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sever recovered. Near the winning-post, tbe c 
roped in, which the bniTe old fellow, us ho cume galloping 
dowD, all life, from tbe citj', did not perceive, and coming 
ap against them with great force, bo was thrown from bis 
home, and nn fortunately broke his arm. He lingered Bome 
time afVerwanls, but never got well of it, till death released 
hjm. We had two English boxers over there also, to amaM 
die people ; they only epaireil of course, with gloves on ; and 
I rather think they realized a good deal of money by these 
exbibitions. Balloons also were aetnpfrom the gardens of 
Tivoli, with various other sources of amusement, so that to 
recount them al! wonid only lire out my reader ; suffice it 
to say, that in Paris, with plenty of money, and with an in- 
clination to enter into all the gaieties of the place, no city 
on earth, 1 believe, is so fruitful of the means of pleasure 
and dissipation ; but they leave a sting behind, which br 
ontweighs these momentary gratificutions ; and if I was 
■sked which 1 considered the most sintiil city in tbe world, 
I would without hesitation say Paris, 

TowMds December arrang'emcnts were mode for the 
army leaving Paris, and going into cantonments on the 
north-eastern frontier; but the remainder of the troops 
above the number required for the army of occupation were 
ordered home to England. My battalion was among the 
Ifttter number ; and, accordingly, we lefl tbe French capital 
'on the 3d December, and marched out to St Denis that 
fiimous bnrying-plnce of French royalty. From thence we 
fsssed near Beaumont, through Noailles to Beanvais, thence 
through some small villages, where we Italted for the nlghtt 
and on the 11th reached Abbeville. 

On the 14th we quartered in Montreuil-sur-Mer. and on 
the 20th reached Calais, where we embarked for Dover. 
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which ikvoDred roe by their presence at the fiuietul. I had 
her buried in St Mary's churchyard, Mary being her own 

We remiuned in Dablin for twenty-Beren raonlbs— • 

longer period than any otber reg:imeDt I beliere ; and here 

I think I may traly say I acquired the first knowledge of 

the only way of salvation ; for although bom and reared a, 

Christian, and having, as the reader may recollect, been 

. bronght sensibly to the knowledge of myself as a condemned 

nnner, I bad as-yet no distinct knowledge or apprebension 

of the nature of the Christian faith ; and I think I may, 

ooder the blessing of God, attribute my earnest search 

^after a sure foundation of hope to the reading of Doddridge's 

[ise and Progress of Hehgion in the Soul," and to the 

truly evangelical aerraons I heard from the many eminent 

preachero which fill tbe pulpits of this capital, but more 

'puticnlnrty to tbe Rev. Mr Matthias, chaplain to the Be- 

tbeada Institution, My narrative will contain nothing io- 

termting from this period to the general reader. I will, 

therefore, generalize oe much ns possible. From Dublin we 

marched to Birr, in the King's County ; and while here, it 

was determined upon by government to reduce the battalion 

to which I belonged, which was carried into ejfect in Janu- 

ftry IS19; but as I was then the senior quarto rmastcr of 

_ the regiment, I wax ordered to join the Ist liattalion of the 

^U corps at Gosport, which I did in Ptfbrnary. Here we re- 

^K" mained till September, when tbe Radical war called us lo 

B the north. 

H~ We embarked on board tbe LifFy frigate and 

^^' corvette, in alionl three or four botirs' notice, on the I8lh 

^^ of that month, and landed at Leith on the S8th, whence we 

marched to Glasgow, the seat of this unhappy disturbance. 

I need not describe tbe Radical war, it being well known. 
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Here my health beg«n to be roach impaired. The Affection 
of my chest, occasioneJ by the nipturing- of the bloodressel 
at Cadiz, produced mowt distressing effects npon my genenl 
health, i conneijueDtly obtained leave, and returned home 
for a few months. 

During my stay &t home my deaf father departed this 
life ; and I had thus the melancholy eatiafaction of witness- 
ing the Last sad scene, and of paying the last duties of a 
child to a beloved parent. He was not, as 1 mentioned at 
the beginning of my narrative, n religions man when I left 
home : but towunls the close of bis Ufe I have every reason 
to believe he was a sincere penitent, and a believer in Him 
tbrongh whom alone our sins can be forgiven ; and I have 
a well-grounded hope that he is row enjoying eternal feli- 
city in heaveu, wbilher I hope myself to cone through Him 
that loved me, and washed me from my atns in bia own 
WockI, and to whom be praise and glory for ever. Amen. 

IJoineil again in the spring, and remained there all that 
Muniiner, during which I bad many pleasant 6shing excur- 
sions into the country. I visited the folltt of the Clyde, 
and proceeded to some a considerable distamre higher up, 
where another officer and myself caught abundance of trout. 
1 also took a trip into the Highlands of Argyleshire, wbere I 
bad excellent sport. But at the approach of winter I was 
again obliged to leave Glasgow, the damp atmosphere of 
which, together with the smoke of the nnmeiuns steam- 
engines employed in its manuhctories, fiurly drove me out. 
I again went home for the winter ; hnt during this period 
this battalion also got an order to emliark for Ireland, and 
I joined them in Belfast in January 1631. From hence we 
marched in the spring to Armagh, where 1 had the high 
privilege of becoming acquainted with a sincere and piouo 
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■.'lergymsn, ooe of the reading- vicars of the cathedral ; and 
I trust I benefited by this ^voaraiile opportnnitj. From 
Armagh we mnrcbed to Noas, the country to the soatb ha» 
ring become mnch disturbed by the Whiteboys, as they 
termed themselves. We did not remain long at Naas, bnt 
were pushed on to Kilkenny, where I first became acquaint- 
ed with that truly Christian minister, the Ilev. Peter Hoe, 
a gentleman well Wnon-n in the religious world. I am 
proud and happy that 1 ever had the privilege of knowing 
him. May God prosper his pious and unceasing endeuTonn 
to benefit the soab of his fellow -creatn res ! 

We did not remain long, however, at Kilkenny, hut moved 
on to Fermoy, and thence to Newcastle, in the county of 
Limerick, the cradle of the Wbiteboy insurrection. Here 
ve were for a time actually shut up as in a besieged town ; 
Mid no individnol belonging to the army durst attempt to 
move out without a sufficient number being together, to 
deter the misguided peasantry from attacking us. Innu- 
merable were the murders that were committed about this 
neighbourhood at this time ; and one's blood runs chill to 
think that these miscreants, when taken and brought to the 
gallows to atone for their crime, protested their innocence 
with their last breath, although hundreds around them could 
attest their guilt. This Itockite war gave us considerable 
trouble, and it was not for a long time after that it was 
finally put down. 

We remained in Newcastle till September, when we 
marched to Rathkeale, in the same county. Here we con- 
tinued stationary till October lHHS, when we marched again 
forDubhn. 1 hoilthus an opportunity of again bearing my 
favourite preacher ; but the place was always so crowded that 
it was seldom practicable for strangers to obtAin seats. 

From Dublin we marched to Beliast, in September 1824, 
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h 1 bd KMl fav tn« b^KV. Thi* ii to be attri- 
bMcd b* lb* ffl MBim at wimj «f mj bnither ^Mrter- 
■Mlan wi» htd iiblMni f^i—il^nliipw dnnag the mr, 
b«t wb ^iMnl^ £i hK iiiiiirt tbr«H«)Tes u men of 
hoaoHr ani mlegfitj aagbl to ^ uhI mui}' were coose- 
^■■■tfar AmiMMl fiva* iIm cerrkv. It ww ppriictl)r correct 
ht Ikva IB aotbacirf lo oNiaidl tbe gaoi of the pablLc in all 
■piniBhaialii of tbi* nalnre, hot it was hanl on those who 
wm thai mada ta> mfier ibr the lins of others, — na^ , thia 
iadigibibtj at yrtuu— tuii exlesded brther than lu 
the afpwialawt of acttag pafnastpr. They have since 
ldl7 been piwdnJed &om hoUtng the situation of fiill 
pa yn Mi iltj , bowerer well recommeniieJ they nusht lie, twaa 
aMc»MltiikerecotDuendei],iD 1890, bj Lieolenant-Geneml 
the Hon. Sir William Stewart for the paymastcrshii) of his 
own battalion, thnt is, the one in which I was aerring, bttt 
receired the same answer from the Sccretary-at-War, that 
qOHrtenuBetere were ineligible to the situation. I cannot 
but fepl keenly the degradation to which the ill conduct of 
certain individuals has reduced that silimtion, which for- 
merly was ooly like a step towards the more lucratiTe and 
more respectable one of paymaster; but, as 1 said before, 
we must not murmur at the dispensatioos of Prunitence, 
however severely they affect our worldly prospects ; and no 
doubt all this was done by the direction of Him who cannot 
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err. However, I have great re&aon also to be thankful to 
Lord Palmerston, not withstanding my disappoii 
above stated ; for he — taking into consideration the injui^ 
that the present quartermaEters had sustained, in conse' 
qaeaceof the ill conduct of the individuals before noticed, 
and their consequent deprivation of all prospeL-ts of farther 
promotion, iiowever eligible in other reepects they might 
be, and however exemplary their conduct — bi-ought in a 
bill in the session of 1826, to allow these officers to retire 
on full pay after twenty years' scrrice in the army, provi- 
ded their health was such as to render them incapable of 
&rther xervice. This c«uld not formerly lake place till 
afier thirty years' service. I have, therefore, ahimdaot 
canae of gratitude to that Right Honourable Lord, for his 
kind remembrance of ub on this occasion, as well as for his 
kindnesB in permitting roe to avail myself of the benefit of 
this act ; and 1 have on this, as on all other occasions, abun- 
dant cause of thankfulness to theGreat Disposer of all events, 
not only for what He baa permitted me to enjoy, but for 
what He has withheld from me ; for He only knows what 
is really good for me, and I doubt not will give me always 
that. I may with great truth declare, that goodness and 
mercy have foUon-ed me all my days, notwithstanding my 
•eeming ilisuppoinlments, and which I believe were inflicted 
on me solely for my everlasting good. To Him, therefore, 
be praise and glory fur ever. 

But to rolum. Having been disappointed of obtaining 
the acting paymaster's place, I remained with the depot in 
my capacity as quarterroaster till the spring of 1826, when 
I received an order to he ready for embarkation to join the 
battalion in Nova Scotia. Accordingly 1 embarked, with 
four other officers, at Liverpool, on the 14th of June, on 
board the Robert Bums merchant brig, and reached Halifax 
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after a rather tmlione fHiSMge, in which we enronnieml 
some ronghish weather on the SS<1 Jnlj. 

I Bcnrrcty need ray any thing of Halifax, which, being 
■me of imr olilest i-uloiiies, muHt be well known to almost itll 
ray rendere. Neither wag I there s sufficient time to en- 
able tne to enter into n minute liescription of the town or 
country : suffice it to say. it Rppenrg to be d town built 
mostly of wood along Ihe face of a hill, on the leJt-hand fide 
of the harliour, reaching close down to the latter, which is 
so deep, capacious, and sheltered, thai I question whether 
there is ■ better in the world : a seventy-four can lie close 
alongside the wharts. The town contains, 1 nnderstsnd, 
abonl IS.OOOinhabitants, composed of settlers from diflerent 
oonntries, but chiefly English, Irish, Scotch, and Dutch. 
There are a few negroes, a part of the slaves t&ken from 
the AmerinuiB during the late war having been located 

The colony is not so flourishing a« it was during war. 
as it was then greaxlj supported by the immense num- 
ber of ships and troops which always were stationed here. 
The country round Halifax is barren in the estteme, ex- 
cept a very small portion, where hay is generally grown. 
It seems incapable of cultivation, being little else than 
rock, with fore(.ts of stunted pines, &c. growing upon it. 
In some parts of Nov» Scotia, however, there is excellent 
land, which yields a great return for cultivation ; and were it 
not for the severity of the winter, which in this country is 
both longandseverely trying to weak constitutions, it would. 
I donbt not, be an excellent country to which to emigrvte. 
The waters in every direction aiford abundance of fish, bat 
not of the best t|iialtty. There are portions of two tribes 
of Indians occasionally in the neighbonrhood of Haliikx. I 
forget their names ; bnt the men of one tribe are exceed* 
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ingly tall, being acldont below five feet ten incbes, and muij 
reacliing to six feet three incbes. The men of the other ue 
in geneiul short. Both tribes are fast diiuiuifibiiig in point 
4^ numbers. They are greatly adilicted tu the fatal vice of 
drankenneia, whenever they can command the means of be- 
coming so ; and in Halifax it is no difficult matter, for the 
abominable rum which is Bold here may be had altoost as 
cheap as ale in England. 

These unfortunate wanderers have hitherto resisted all 
^orta to induce them to settle and cultivate the land, al- 
IkotigU many of them are good Chrutiatu, their progenia 
ton having been converted by the Roman Catholic priests 
while the French held the country. 

The woods, &c, in the neighbourhood of Halifax contain 
little game of any kind. There are a few what they call 
(•rtridges, which, I believe, roost on trees ; but they have 
nore the appeaiunce of grouse than the partridge of Eng- 
hnd. There are some woodcocks also, in the season, but 
they are rather scarce. Snipes ftliw, and sereral species of 
plover, may be met with occasionally; but you will seldom be 
able to fill your game. bag with any thing. There are eome 
h«re> of a very small description, tittle larger than our rab- 
bits : hut these are rare. Bears also, with a few other wild 
Animals, occaeionally show themselves ; but in winter, I un 
ti>ldi a deathlike silence pervades the whole face of tli« 
oooBtry, as if every living animal had totally deaerted it, 
«ad I believe with all the winged tribes this is a<.-tuaUy the 

The women here are remarkably &ir and beautiful, and, 
I ^nerally speaking, arc, I believe, aa virtuous as at home; 
jng the lower orders, whose virtue is so fre- 
quently assailed by the temptations which a large naval and 
militaiy force always brings with it, like our Portsmouth, 
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nnd other places of a similar description, the wenes of rice 
anil abomination are extremely disgusting. A great many 
of thu uofortunute blacks before mentioned are included in 
the number of tbeae nnhappy prostitutes. 

Tlie places of wor^bip in Halifikx are both good S&d 
pretty numerous. There are two churches, two or thre6 
Presbyterian or Scotch churches, two Baptist, two or three 
Methodist, and one or two Roman CallioUc places of woi^ 

I did not remain here long; for, fiodin^^ that my broken 
and debilitated couMitution could not possibly withstand the 
severity of a winter in this climate, I naa ortlered to be ex- 
amined by a l>oard of medical officer*, who recommended 
my return to England witbont delay. Accordingly, on the 
20th of September, I embarked on board the Borodino 
transport. We sailed on the 22d, and on the 23th en- 
countered one of the scTercst gales I almost ever witnessed. 
It carried away every sail we had set, and swept away onr 
jolly-boat from the quarter, lofien wished I was once more 
snug in England, and my hope was, I should then tempt the 
sea no more. That same all-gracious Being who had so long 
watched over me, and had brought oie in safety that far on 
my journey. He also brought me to my native land once 
more in peace ; for on the 13lh of October I landed at 
Portsmouth, having been only three weeks in returning 
from, while we had been nearly six in going to, Halilas. 

I immediately set oif for London, where, having reported 
myself to the Secretary at War, I was ordered to be examined 
by the Director- General of Hospitals as to the state of my 
health, and with a view to avail myself of the benefits of 
the act of Parliament before mentioned, and being prospered 
by Him who has always been better unto me than I could 
possibly deserve, I have been permitted to set myself down 
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in peace ia tjiis mj- own native village for the remainder of 
my life, having the unspeakable privil^e of being snrrouiid- 
ed hy manj kind and dear relations, who vie with etch 
Other in their endeavours to render me comfortable and 
^ hsppy, and where I can in serenity wotch the gradual ap- 
I proach of that enemy which my Sariour has overcome for 
me, and which, my hope \s. He will deprive of all his ter- 
rors, as I trust he bos done of his sting, and that, when I 
Bhall have continued my appointed time in this vale of teani, 
I, aa well as the reader of this narrative, shall be taken to 
Himself, to dwell with Him for ever. 
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The fbUumng- are copies of fifteen testimoniaU ml'iress- 
e<l to the late Quartermaster Snrtees. 



No, I.— FnoM L.S1 



A> jrou nre an iLe point of rcmoiing to ihr lit bill 
lliinopponunllf offipriuing my tiit'iH utlil'aclloii bI 
guUr *Dd Drderlf manner in which four drpirtmtiit bi 
dueled during Ihc lima you turn Ikcu pliced under m 
BDd il will giTi mc great pleuurc tbDold RO occaalou occi 
ItUlauiBf to your grnlleinmnllka conduct can be of wrrii 
I remain, Denr Sir, 

Very failbfutly yoar*. 



Lt.-Col. Rifle BriKuil 
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No. i FuiM Uijoi Tkatiu. 

Taam County, Galxag, ISli Aprit ISSa 

Du> Sumn, 

Wllh f«ling. of mow ■inceri! irgret I rMd your l«l»r to mr, wbich 

1 rMwlrrd ynlrrdiy, and ln« not • monifnllu wmpljiirg wilb y«ur 

niqunl. whI<^h, (boulrl it prove lo b« of aiijr uK to you, I ■&■ mn 

will be ptvducllre of the moil heartfelt gnlification to eery one of 

of [be highen dncrlpllon. Your eonduct. bolb a> h EeiiilemKn uid 
joUier, hi* ever been euoh m to Mcii* Id the brewt of yoor bralher 
alB«n wnlimfTiti peculiarly fsvourablei >nd for mytrlf, I bare only 
to lay, tbat fevr of my old acquaiiilauces In tbe conn have hud my 
esteem in ■ higher degree. I aend you the ■elilimeDU of auch of your 
uld brother iidlren, In Ibe obape ot ■ cerLGcale, ai 1 could oblalo, 
whoaealanding may bare lomeinflufiice In the procuring tbe acoom- 
pllahment of ynur wi»h«, uid regret that the dispened atue of the 



Deal 



Qnartn'muter, Ride Drigadv. 



No. 3.— Faou Ornci 



> faithfully. 



he folloteing t«a(linonial la aubaerlbrd by ua, in hopes ll may 
e beneficial to an officer nho hai lo long lupported the charaner 
:b ive are deilroue to ponray In the lerma it daerrea. 
'e CFrlify, that Mr U'lllisoi Sarlrei, tale QuarKtmaaleT In the 
; Brigade, haabeeu fura eonalderabls number of yeara known to 
I tbe rrgtmenl, and that fur aoldlerllke and geotlemaoly oonduct. 
eraon bore a higher character. He aerred In the silnatlon he 
I Id the carpi, pnrtlculnrly tfaat of Acting Paymaiter, for two 
idernble period* In the Penlniula, and with Ibe expedition la New 
ana, wlili credit to himself, and lallBfactioa to bis auperlon, and, 
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to aur knoivlMlirf, oblninHl Ibc Eonml eilMm and apprabalion at sU 
hli brother afficen of thr re^'imiul who kiif w him. 

S. Mitchell, Brevet Lieut-Col. and Major, 
2d But. Riflu Bri)iade. 

J*.. Tn^vtrn, Br.vet.M.jor. Rifle Brigiide. 

Wh. Coi, Capl. Itifla Brigade. 

BovL. TaA«E.s, Cpl. Rifle Brigade. 

Chas. Geo. Giav; Brevet- Major, Ride Brigade. 

Wh. Hallih, Capl. Rifle Brigade. 

T. H. RmowAr, M.D., Surgeon, RlBe Brigade. 
Ta«m, ]9d April IS-iO. 



talian 



Ihav 



uT.-CoL. Ross, C.B. 

PauUj/, [5lA July IBiO. 
It ynii cotiaider It to be eipedlem tc 
. feel tbi, rrgrBl than I b. 



I any 



nihBT of jrour brother offirtn, u I hate liuanD you longer, It being 
now about tivTity years ■ini'e we met nt tbe farmation of the Rifle 
Corpa ; during the greater part of thli (inia you aerrtd, I may aay. 

<iaallfied lolimony to the hbI, inlelMgenw, and gallantry iviih which 
yOD diKharged ibeduiiea of the different lituationi you hare Sll«i 
in the ™rpi 

t shall h«Te grrat plraaureiu hearing of ynur future weirare ; xnd 

any way, 1 hope you ivill cuanider that you niil only have to make 
them kiKiini. 

Bellere me, my Dear Sir, 

Ever yours mnt tlncerely, 

JoBH Rail, Ll.-Col. 
M^Jor, Ride Brigade. 
Quartermaaler Wm. Siirlrei, 
Rifle Brigade. 



my *«««l I hj l i I j^mn. I han Mir i«* t*«Hd (hai yoa in 
Aa« IB nwl I — i^if rf Lw4 ril»ii ■■■•■ pcrmbrioD la ntire from 
tm vrrk* •■ mchM ■( H fc—hfc. aOtf tariac ■■ joai fttmtat nna. 



i»«.r. 



Laimil MlhsMbwaAanafAaCMy^WracTtr InBcnUdthai 
p«r aMWd >«l nd ttlBt a B alfiv, abMU Bot tun b«i («ll«d 



l»lt«T>glMW« «1m bMBM wUbm«4 j«v tauvpid hriTtTr la Ibe 

I — « >Ofa >wf« T— , (talT«Blnmn«ilk tkataBMbcanfcll 
fMl w^ifcn fa* }««r **lfa>*, iBd tW aainnBl r*|Tn of lb« corpa, 
l» wkkh )(«■ ha** wmi m aiaor j<an aith tkt auBt riftrf iDlrtrtty 
aal (tal i aad *fca«U I km* >l tn laigr pamr apoa aay fuum ooca- 
•!•■ M tasAv jaa a>7 wrvln whaunr. it wUI afard bm a* moeh 
■liifallltn ■ I Baw IM dkOan^ is (■!■( aw af nj old campaniOBi 
IB WBi^ with whBB 1 ha>« bean aa bbbj ivan baj 



RIOaBdswU. 



To«r T*r]t ilnerra frirad, 

H. G. Sunn, 
BrnM Ucuk-CoL EUlli Brigad«. 



No. 0.— Flaw Orr 



n or Tiu In Bait. RirLt BBioiti 



ID and abroad, bri U 
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-FaoM Calami. Norcott, C.a 
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Bahfiir, Noea Scotia, 30fA ^n^ uf 1820. | 
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ecrelj regrei thai yniir long, zeato 


a, and inde- 


fiit](>bl> dulT 


■• h«Te « 




lltullii... a. 


to Obllg. JOQ 


n retire 


rraTD(hrKr>i<-e. 




Allhough I r«l ■ Y 


ry lii.ly graiifi<;nllDn !n bearing 


ntimony tn 


jourmrrllati 


g.l1...t 


J ID the firM. HI wt\] ■> [c. your pu 


bJleaiidlvl- 


TmM eh meter 






MOK, during 


. p*rl..d 


ftwenty-fuur yrmn which I burr 


known yoo. 


1 CaBMl, ■! I 


eHinel 


me. but Umriit <be rinuinilnneet 


which bipd 


m^ in ju.ti« 


ID your 


BiFrituridus atrvicw, In twdrr 


ou tbi. my 


hnmble tribu 


. ofreg 


rd and mtwm ftir ill you ban dune fur thn H 


MFvice and lb 


enirp^ 




and worth, ■ 


■ Ton h». my 


■rdenl <t 




■ roor- 






■ 


1 


Bdlm 


Toe !<■ be, 
My D^ar Sir, 

Alirayi giaeetiljr yniii-i. 
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Colontl. ■ 



No. 8. — Faou Liiut.-CouDTEL Fui,i.taToii, C.B, 

Halifai, Neea SeoHa, S54A ^ii^iuf 1696. 

Hairing Hrrid In lb> nme butnlion with 70B for ligblno jttn, 
■lurluK irhkh tine I had crerf npportunitj. biitb pablir Bnd prlntr. 

your TCrjr nempliiry oinducl, both u »■■ offlnr and ■ gcnilcraan, 
I, with my brnthrr nfficen, faR*a Id rrgrel ilial your III hialth bam 
dcprlTcd Iba rpglmrnt ofa valuBbls alBccr, ind jMur rvmpaulMU of* 
frienil, whose amiable and uFelltiil qualitiu will eifr br rrvcnd bjr 
Ihem. 

With regnnl Id mywlf, it itill aflard me the gnaleil pl«uun if at 
any fulure period I can in any way be oficrTlFPtayDU. 
tIelleTeme, my dear Sir, 

Jis. FuLL*aT«H, Ll-CdI. 
M^Jnr, Rifle Brigade. 



No, 9— Faou Liiut.-Colokil BAiCAiao. 

Aaiu, Sd Jimt l»i6- 
Mr Diia Sir, 
It alTordi me murh plraiure to auure you. that daring the lime I 
w» in tbe Hide Bri|;ade (13 yei>r>), and more particularly when 

ample and unqualiHeil leattmuny to the iea],ititiilligener,and galtaatry 
with which you diirbarged your duty — aud wbereTcr you nay fo, 
you carry wilh you Ibe good wl»h« of, 

Yours uiDit fllncerrly. 

\V. BiLViim., LI..C0I. 
late Major, Rifle Brigade- 



RIflB Brigade. 




I 
I 

I 



I ha«a h«rd with greal rfgril llial j 
ged roll to afall j'ourieir of ths rcguli 
retire from Ibe Rifle Brigade, In whir) 



:» A. F. B^>N»D, K.C.B. 
AU,uns, \Blh Ociaber lB2e. 
. fonr italD of bmllh hM oblU 



n wbici 



,1 I had 



B you I. 



^D prBi« 



,« g.l].n 



of your dutiet 
dulljr in quarlfn. 
Tha oSlnn of the c< 

» tnucb eixiFjircd him 



id.i., . 



grntlcmiialiki awDDt 
our future welfare. 







XcMuba 


mh Oclobtr, 


1688. 


Hr DEia 


Sn»TMi, 








I bare }ii>t 


learnt with 


much regret IbX 


yon are about 


to ralire 


from the Rid 


t Brigade, 


rom an Impaired 




wlDg to 


j«ir anweari 


d and mhIou 


nertloio In the 


•errlce. 




From (he pn-iwl of my 


eutering the Corps, Hoailff-fioa ij 


iar> ago 


I bate bad Ih 


pleaanre of being intimately a 




you. and 


1 m,..( do yo. 


theju*.iCBl 


o ■(■(?, thai n HI 


re gallanl, zeal 


oua, and 


icide£atigabLe c 


ni<:er, I haT 


■elJom fallen In 


wilh. Aeage 


ntleman 


your conduct 


alway. wo» 


and gained the 


eileem of you 


brother 




WW IlBtu< aprUo^lM far iKk -in k* (nhfan. 
: tan ita taoMT M k, <Kr *«r ^■ 

Willi wyiri ■. mnmm rf rtprJ. 

ll iilii mlO MwriL 
Qart0wata Hvlts. 
!■ Bm. Rlfl* B^lfafc. 
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Ko. I'll — FioM MjkJOK Eki-ei. 

Dnblb,, Aiw. 28, 1896. 
Mr Du* SvmTin, 
I nahw Ii<r*«l(b Dapin of two l«ll>n which t Imtc kmEtH 
tnm iha oact sf hU Hoyil Il-gliuaa ihc CoRinuDcler-lii-Chid'. 

ta CMicrmMlatitig you on ibcir niitRiM, I unnat nrnilo frDm 
tsfnulBf , Mntnf* •■ li majr smdi, D»t enlj- atj gniti6cBliiiD bat iIm 
njr fT(T*l ; inllBnilna Uial foil hati' *accH<la) In obtklning tbe 
•t}«4 dT jvur wltbBt, and ngrti Ihe mcul linlf, Ibil foiir siktc <■( 
hi»ltk ■kauM ItiiTC •bli(*<l you (o quit tbe tCTfa ; tbc more particu- 
Urif, u th> rrfiaiMjt will net nnly bj your ntirnnmt b* drpriTed 
•f lk« bMufil of jour wiIdiU and mfritoriaai ■rrvien. bat I ibull 
Um A» iMterf «r dm of nr olilnl and mml tiIuhI THnidi. 

'n* iMlar part af th« rtclncot wll[ crcr nmtmbvr irllh pride 
lb* ftarlMa DOMtloot In wbicli joa ao sflen (Itnillud joancir in 
tba laM. wbll* the yDunEertnemb*nartht<wrp«wlll not fall, *qDaI1r 
wUk Iha (anwr, to vlmirt the gentlemanlike eondacl and nrbaalt; 
af ■M>iMn whteh hare aecnrcd in fan tbc rrieudabip and good wlthea 
afaaall. 

BelieTe me. my Dear Surteca, 

Very lincerelf jroun, <*• 

WiLuta ExLss, '- 
M^Jdt, Klfie BHgadfL 
Ta Quartmnailsr SuiiMa, 
RIA* Brigade. 



No. I&— FaoM MMoa-GcHiaAL Sia T. 8. Biciwitb, ICCB. 

GOdad, Jim 26, 1887. 
Mi DtAa Sia. 
In ratiiniliig la jrou Ihe packet you haTC faTanrnl me with Ihe 
peruial of. I tanuol rrfniii fniiu eiprrBing, in rommon with all 
jtHif old IHnidt and brolber officen of Ihe Rifle Brigade, my regret 
■ li(l your hralth made It neeeaaary Air jDa ta retire from a eorpi, 
whan yaur talibful and unrcmlliinf tcg-Ttoea liir nearly ihitty rnn 
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bkd been to emlneDtlj nwful. and irb«r« rra poBdin) th« frieodihiit 
And confideatre bf everj indfTJdiut of uij itandiog m it. 

That your mDMm li u linatv wa their* in pining wilb them, 
I im pcrfccllf caaTin«d i yrl It will b« nutlfof ml umulailon to 
yoa to bfl jibltf to rrilMt thai you never ^n juft caotc of otf«nf« Ut 
Wiy memtvr of the corps, aod nerrr nrglccted ui opporlunily of 
rcoderinK Ibrm ■ Krvin when in your power. 

That you have noi rftirrd a rlehrr man. ia a tubjeel of ntrrt to 
ua all ; and wc thalt liarn with great ntiifaetiMi of any erenl, Uiat 
may tend to iocreaH yoar meani of doing good to tbOM who look is 
yoD for prolKllan. 

Should any sDch opening preieot itnelf, I do not beallale io (J t p rwa 
roy conviction, that whoever may «iij.loy you, will nerrr hare rau 
aon to repent doing »; ai I am well aaiured jou will undertak* no 
■itaation, without doe rtSediao, and the nature of which you do 
not UDdmtand ; and Ibal, once taken in band, yoo will dltcbarge 
the dnllo of it with the «me diligence and fiddity thai you have 
performed tboie of your public life for » many yean put. 

Eamutly wiihing that a little rrpoae after aucb a leogthened 
wrlea of toll) and danger^ may rntore you to health and itrenglh. 

My Dear Surteea, 

Your diHserc and blthful friendi 
ox Thoi. SiDiiT Bcccwim, 

CoL Sd Bat. Rlria Brigade. 
To Wniiam Surleea, Eeq. 
Late Riae Brigade. 
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